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1 

-L  • 


]  .  PHTTLFTPJD,  David  (Virginia)  -  1H17-3-29. 

'7m  Tollman  Thomas  p  Samuel  making  sugar-  Jesse 

/--  A no rent  Iced  to  fillv:r ight-  ^Solomon'  not 

he  arc1  from-  Pen.]  7a liman  etc  - 

2.  I  ,  Larv  Sh.annandoah  Co  Va-  1322-C-1S 

^HTTF^rp, Je?se  ^  .Sarah  pi  .removal  .fro-  ftfrtaxty  Va  to  Ohio.  -- 
2 ft*  l  fltttt/tJ  Z  .  i.'hin&trf  JO  / .? ;h  t  *  itrfc 7  rii  Ui 

^TT  _  /  Ce jrfe/i 't’lfc  J~ it/ 

?.  p^JCLTELD,  D>  Tollman  Lancaster,  o . -  l°32-ii-o  »r * 

PTTTF  TFJD,  Jesse.  .  Death  "  hir  ial  brother  David  _ 


2/ 


o  .  <C 


Da.  Sarah  (Davis)  Prumfield’s  Church  letter  from  va.  (hack  of) 


2 


^  •  ■  7  a  '  -.,L ; ,  Jesse  v;  inches  tor  "rn/;! .  —  1— si 


mryrrrj^  ,;rp  TaUaan  Vs  in  ess- 'a  i’iil-  Pro.  Peni 

''  l)  •  —  —  —  o  # 

/ 

5.  Prumfield  Jeese’s  License  to  Preach  _ 


3. 


f  .  ^TP'^mj.D,  Hi  ran  '7- hash,  Tnd .  -  1349-6-25 

PPTS '■PTDI..D,  Strother  Personal  Letters-  Sock'm  Cirls _ 

/ 

'  •  1  -  T  ]  7,  / m  Tollman  Lancaster,  0  -  Ip^o-IO-'"5? 

PHrl'?Tr’J)D,,  Jesse  The  David  Prumfield  Estate  -- _ 

(7  a.  7;  II  Un3,  ’7m  H.  Lafayette  Tnd  (Postmark) 

PhT D  f TEJ :D , S t r o t h e rf-H i ram  business  -  Family _ 


a 

t--'  • 


o . 


Q  •  D DLOHE?  Prumfield  Firkersville,  o.  29^c-]]-*u 
PH*1! 'FIELD,  Strother  Family  -  Grandfather’s  estate. 


I  i 


P.  PHH‘rFTELD,  Hiram  Ottawa,  Til-  ioc,o_p-.p 

■D-nTiTHTri  -r— -it  T^-i-  —  .  .  .  "  t-',v  1 


BHTWrSLm  Jesse 


/ 


Families  oi  Samuel  ■f-  Pen.j  am  in  - _ _  c. 


1  0.  PPJIJPIFLD,  Hiram  Ottawa ,  TH-  l^SO-P-H 

PHTT1TF TFLD,  Strother  Family-  Friends-  Land _  r 


d  l.^FTS'UH,  George  Fountain' Co.  Tnd-l°52-2-29 

—  ^  .a  TELD,  otrother  Irienos—  Land—  Petsv  Fravsrt  —  — _ _  ^ 


1  2.  PHTp.'F ’’’ELD?  pi  ran 
PTT 'FIELD,  Strother 


Dill  iams porte  (Ill  ?) -1352-5-3 
Dorks  for  Harvey  Lincoln - 


c. 


1  3  *  rnijZJjP’  SarR13el  fewj'ichigan  (Til?)'  (1952)  6-16 
i  -  -»•  •  <LD.  «•  esse  Claims  on  David  Prumfield  Estate 


1  *  . 


TT}!  V  ' 


PHttT'?tfld?  Jesse 


ID,  Samuel  Lev  Lichigan  ( Tll)-1352-9-ll 


15  . 


y 


His  ?■-  Pen.i's  Claims  on  David  Prunf ield  Estate-3. 

*  T~<— >T*T  'TJ  T— 'T  t>i  tt  • 

•  l  •  -  -  >lj,  i ram  arren  Co.  Tnd-1F52-I0_oo 

PH1  -  FIELD-,'  Strother  Deo  Wisher-  JeGC?e  -ro^fi eds  Tedding-  Prices- 

D  o  f  o  ^  r\  ng  r' 1 1 7"*  '  ’Zj  Z'  Ti>  &  a  c; _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  O 
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'J6 

.  T'TJ.t 

C*  t  TO 

'O  5  *  '  •  • 

Eaton- ( T11 

i-- 

PPTr:'P^,ID,  Strother 

"Ovjc;  i  r)  j  c  e  _ 

]  p 

pUT-r 
•  »• 

v' 

pJID,  joese 

Adel  To.  - 

wyrp  ”.■>  -t 

""ID p  Strother 

"'r i o  to  "r~ 

is  in  ess-  Collect  Loney-  Pay  d°hts -  1C. 

-wo]  r0<  _  lc 53- 5 -77 

rio  to  To.-  SlauPhter  Family.  —  —  —  ■ — 
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Let+ers  ,  Pmmfield  Family -  -• 

IS  HOT<CRAvT,  J om p g  Tov/a  -  1°53-  '-9  ^ 

■o^>t  p- tt?  r^j  Strother  Tie  actions  to  To^;o— IiOoction  1^'. 

v/ 

IP.  TrRT1TFTFLF,  Jesse  Fallas  Co.,  To-  lp53-7-ll 
/  Strother  T ovr.a-  Coo  "’isaers  -  Fring  Cun - IP. 

yQ.  A>rFFRSOn,  Sarah  Jane  Ottawa,  Til-  1°53-10-1 

nT?TTT’T?Tyj ,3  Jesse  pen.i  Prunfield  died  Texas  -  Send  money 

grandfathers  estate  -  13. 

PI.  ^1TT1 :FTFLF,  Strother  ^loorr  in  report,  Tnd-1254-1-21 

*i-»T^>j  n .  .Tporo  F  am  ll'1'  troubles-  Foney  to  Fa  than  F?  ranson--  1^  . 

22.  prttTFtFLF,  Strother  '('Winchester,  Tnd)  I754-1-2P 

p’FJTTTFLF,  Jesse  Foney-  County"  'louse  burned-  Miram-Debts -  16. 

2  3a.  ^T7!  ’F  TFI.T),  Jesse  Fallas  Co.  Tc-  1254-4-30 

^TI'^TFJF,  Strother  Fonev  Tatters  -  -  16a. 

23.  pRTP'FTFLF,  Finn  ah  Illinois  -  1254-4-9 

nnjTy-TTFj.T),  Strother  Forking  out-  Til.  Central  HR -  17. 

Cousin  Anderson  to  Texas 

2/.  prut  'v  ttlf  ,  Strother  ("V  in  Chester)  l°5/-5-P  9  IS 

PT^TTT.iTVTpLF,  Jesse  Fir  am 1  s  v-  if  e  Vs  nev;  daughter-  V  is  house 

Vnrn°d  -  hi? in^ss-  Foliar  uravp °m -  17. 

v  - <JjD 

25.  HTTHl,  Fiannah  Illinois,  l°5/,--5-26. 

tj-^TT' -1?  r^j  f.  Strother  T'rs  Coopers  Rev?  son-  I ’other-  Jos  eph - 17. 

26.  pftt! 'F TFLF ,  Jesse  Jr  Winchester,  1-54-7-4 

PHTTrFTFLD,  Stanton  Harriett-  John  can  v-alk -  IP. 

2 7 .  pr^TFTRLF,  Fiannah  -  lp5^-7-4 

pr'T'T.no  "  H  iramfStrother  J.  iza-  Ceo  Frumfield  d .  in  Cal .  - 

Small  pox  -  IS. 

/ 

oot  pRjn'P TFLF,  Jesse  Folk  Co.,  To-  Ft  Fes  T’olnes  -  l°55-4-10 

pr^Tm'mrpj.p  Strother  Land  entries-  Sarah’s  daughter  Adaline -  20. 

/ 

29.  I -TI.IS ,  Josenh  Albany,  Til.  l°55-7-2. 

/  rRTTrT?'rp'J,F,  Strother  Prices  and  chit  chat - 20. 

*2  o .  ppp-TFR.  moorge  Vermillion  Co.  Tll-  1°55-  -22 

Strother  Vary  Lon  ah  rears  p*  T'arions  Craves  - -  2 1 . 

31.  SYJ VFSTFR,  John  Fallas  Co.  To .  l°55-°-ll 

■  T5p>T Tj ’ p tr j p  Strother  A  Loner  ITevsv  Letter - PP* 

32.  TFr-Trr,FR,  Solomon  L°ncsstDr,  O-  1355-°-25 

pTi-T :v t^] a ^  stro+her  T  ^c'  1  Peoole  0  n ev.'S  ' - a4. 

33.  RRmTTRLF,  Fiannah  Til  ino  is  ,  _lp55-9-30 

p’^rr|  .'-n  rpj.p  Strother  J°sse  P's  death-  Ip  cal  folks  - • 

3°a.  gvT'^^^FR,  J.A.  Pan  ora,  'hither  Le  Co.,  To  1255-1C-P 

T^r?r — pt-j  Strother  Families  -  Photography  in  ’ov.'.a -  2»_-. 

3/.  t  'Tolcraft,  James  (To  ant®  1257)  a  fragment 

*5'g-*r*Tg]  p  Strother  Local  folks-State  papers  to  Ft  Fe  i'o  mes  —  2  . 

O  c;  •  ■'T/'P  OR\  V?  ,t^p5  /  S'  5  0  O'  ^  '7 

PT7I  F , ?  S+  ro th er  The  Jesse  -  ru’  d' 1  °  1  1  T',*c*  j'x  'jrt  ~ 


-  * 

M  Vi  1}  : 


Letters  ,  T-!mmf  ield  Per  ! 

g  a  ,  PRnTF'H'J.T),  Oinnnah 
pp’tT  ^TCLP,  Strother 

Reo eat  of  No  33. 

3  7 .  HOLC RIFT ,  Jarne  s 
PRTir?TFLH,  Strother 

/ 

3°.  ^JtCTTSi.P,  Hirer 

Toy; a  -  1355- 10-20. 

Pet  ate—  Capitol  to  Port  Des  IioLnes - 

Albany,  Til-  1355-11-* 

PRH'FtfLH,  Strother  Trio  to  Joe  rills-  Reactions 


3? .  HPLCRAFT,  Sarah  P 
PTIANSON,  Hlizabeth 

( To'1. 'a )  1^55-11-19 

Only  a  fragment  - 

* 0. TELLS, Jo eeoh  T)- 
r'RT  1 r F  trlO  ,  3 1  r o  th  e  r 

Albany  ^13-  1356-11-25 

Fanilv-  HR  talk-  Strothers  land-  - 

'  ^  0 a  jsvJ  t/JSTPR ,  John 
V— PRH^t^LO,  Strother 

Adel  To-  1Q55— 12-3 

Court-  Land-  Jesse’s  Rstate  - 

4  Cb. SYLVFSTRR ,  John 
FjFTFTF.LT>,  Strother 

Adel-  To-  12-13-1255. 

Country-  Hlijah  Frazier-  Slaughter-  J.- 
Ran Ler-  21  Lank-  Hiram-  J.P.  Tills - 

a  0 c  .70 T  .CRAFT ,  J^mes 
^R'TFTRLD,  Strother 

To-  a-  1255-12-16 

Jesse  ^rumfield  1  s  2s t ate - 

4  1.  So  Ion  on 

PRtL'HTFLP,  Strother 

✓ 

*• 

4  2.  TILTS,  J.^. 

7'f  f.'FTHi.n,  Strother 

Ohio  -  l°56-?-7 

Health  and  trip  to  Iov;a. - 

Albany,  Til-  1256-7-6 

Hiram  qrum  0  Lib-  His  mrio  to  To.  - 

a  3 .  PRTT'FTHLD,  StrotherToma-  i?5<=-3-26 

PHHnfTHLD,  Louisa  Vvslls  to  Relatives-  Travel - 

a  /  .  Sole  13 ills  Jesse  ?■  Hirer  T3runfi  elds  S"  le  Pills - 

45.  Authorization  by  County  Judge  Polk  Co  To  to  act  as 


v_  J 

Administrator  - 

/ 

v' 

4  6. TILTS,  J.P. 

FRittfTFLD,  Strother 

Albany,  Tli-  12b6-s-7 

Family-  Hiram  to  Harpers-  Garrett  is  a 
scoundrel-  Hip,’’  Heather - 

47. :  SVL77ST2R,  J.A. 
nRT  L  ’FIHIJ) ,  S  t  re  th  e  r 

*  2  .  TUJs,  Sarah  J. 

PRTTT  TF  TOLD ,  St  noth  o  r 

Toy. a  Falls-  1856-1.1-2* 

A op rent  ice  to  Photographer-Prospects - 

Garden  Plains,  Whiteside,  ( Til) 125°-* -4 
T'-nilv-  13  rags  on  Country - 

a  °a.TFTl rrn2R ,  Hannah  C . 
FRT  3  t  tjt 7) ,  St  rot  her 

Lancaster,  O-  195c-6-ll 

40.  SVI V7ST7R,  John. 

PR- 5 •'? tflh ,  St t o th « r 

Adel  t0_  l°59-2 -6 

Jeremiah  Perkins-  Watson  Anders on-V ? sit - 3 

50.  n'mTT’fi'old  Strother 

1 

-  Terra  ice  announcement  Ruth  Clean 

to  J.  Jarre tt  - 

V 

51.  Tills,  J.P. 

^rnn field,  Strother 

•  - j  :  - 1  ( 

Family  -  Court-  Te'  Jail-  Carpenter  v> _ 3 

■ 

- 

.  .c 


Tndex .  ield  Fn~  *  ly  Tetters  - 

5?.  rTT  T  S ,  Flida  Alb?nv,  Tii«  1360-10-73. 

FRTT'FTPLR,  Strother-  Tornado-  Produce-  Her  dress _ 


A 


<  . 


/ 


53.  FTLLS,  Sarah  (Albany  ni)  lo60~lC-23 

l 'F tfld ,  Strother  Tornado-  11  in^nr  ps-  Fx-Hn^b^nd 

/ 

5' i.  Hirer  -Rochester,  Tnd .  -1P6C-6-27 

RRTTH'TRJ  D,  Strother  Pos  iness-  V.ho  David  Pmmfield-  _ 

55.  Strot ner  Fmmi’eld  Appointed  DaurcHan  to  i  artha  .*  Stanton _ 


56.  I- RT  IS,  -T .  p  , 
hrttptFLD,  Strother 

/ 

57.  !  •  TI  T S , 


Albany,  m.  1760-12-9 

S®1®  '  '  '(iuffiunTitckJ  President- 

Pus  mess-  ?  .  f- ah  I.  Qis  -5 1 s c an d  - 


P 


Albany  Tll-  1961-2-14  - 


5°.  II ILLS,  Sarah 

,T  P 

PRT1 "F THLD ,  Strother 


5pa.  FILLS,  Hilda  Albany,  t]]_  1p61_5-P 

pRTTf”~FTFjJD,  Strother  Mother  lor  sp  irlts-Father  Arov-  >tg  nay 

/ 

59.  I ' TT  J  S ,  S° rah  Albany,  Tll-  1S61-12-2 

PRTTI"F TLD ,  Strother  Family-  Farming-  Coming  oot _ 


60. 

J 

Strother  asks  Ct 

order  to  Ap; 

%r; 

61 . 

Receipt  from  Thom 

.  e  prnms (he 
prnmfi eld 

6  p 

And rev 

Lancaster 

JOTPrSO:T,  Pel  in  da 

Ask  "horn* 

PRT 

TIF ^Fl.D,  Strother 

Leasles  f: 

T»0 


Lk  "homes  Feans  -  abt  Thos  Hrn.mfi.eld  'estate 
^  Army  Cano  are  epidemic  here  - 


62a.PRTFTFT*HI,D,  Stanton  Lex  in  Ft- on  (Kv  ?)-  1362-9-11 
PPT7HPTHLD,  rarv  Jane  A  soldier  letter  from  carno 


P 7b j Perk ins,  J. 

^  _ J3RT H  :F  TFL D ,  S  t  r o  th  e  r 


m^xes  on  Ta!a  j  and _ 


J  / 


oo 


go 
■ — < 


O'. 


pRTy  -  THLD ,  Strother  Family-  Pon  isnes-  Pnrn  corn-  Pov.’er  A  tty _  -^0, 

Albany  Tll-  1761-^-16 

hide's  marr i ? ge -  S t a rt  v* e s t -  Dr e a s. nak in g a±. 


42. 


A 


si  . 


A  2. 


44. 


A  Ay 

-*  e-  r* 


A.  Ay 


63.  PRTH'PTHLD,  Stanton  Hashvills,  ^enn-  1963- IP-]? 
LHL'FTFLD,  Fary  J  ana  A  ar  letter  from  Camp 


6  3a.p  5I'DTPT  D,  D;r  Tollman  Lancaster,  O-  lQC3-1-]r7 

/  -aHPIoLD,  Strother  ~'-rr  .  H other's  Dover  Ready-  Hov-  s°no  't  *? 
fr 

\fr  a  .  cip>T>Tv,  Dm  f. 

r-RTTF TFLD,  Strother 

65.  PHIS,  S-rah 


1363  Lakeville  Ind(orob)  1363-1-30 
Sarah  P.  Holcraft's*  deaVn-  'typhoid 


Sveet  Fern  Farm-  1963-7-1? 
Pmmfielcl  ,  Strbther  Annt  Sarah's  Death-  Sickly  ’lore 

’■•'other' s  l»tt®rs  since  enlistmen' 


*  *  Tn^i y  ' ' Stanton  ? nrm  .  R  i v or-  ]?dR-4-S0 

‘  *  L  .  ary  Jane  Experiences  in  foraging—  old  "  "o  reran  — 


45 


A? 


A 


47. 


. 


t 

T-  -  ' 

- 


^n d  ex-  prunfield  Family  Letters 


67.  FT6lT7R,  Fliza  - Til.,  1763-5-19 

PRt,f?t?lt),  Strother  Family-  Fen  in  Army-  Draft 


P°.  F TJ  IS , -  Albany  Til-  1963-5-99 

p-^n-vTpj.D,  S+rother  Father’s  battles-  7,  nr  v ill  be  over- 

Fother’s  troubles-  Family  - 

69.  ^F^'^TFLD,  S^rah  An  Article  of  Agreement  to  rent  her  farm  • 
Price  Joshua 

p0.  p^opmm^  heoro-e  PT~ffalo  7 rove-  t0_  l°6/i-3_oo 

tjpujTPrpi.D,  Strother  Stealing  ^  *nber  Fstste  land  _ 

71.  FFA nS,  "'ho^s  Richmond,  Tnd-  1966-^-11 

PRT7'PT7LD,  Strother  Levy or  sends  money.  - 

77.  Cl  viT”v ,  TV"  rFl  iz .  H  is  visit  To-  "state-  ’Toto  from  F^lissa  ? 
PITT'FTFID,  Strother  I^keville,  Tnd  -  l7&*-6-l9 

73.  ■'FFT  TF  TFL,D ,  Jo  re  oh  Glenovood  fills  Til-  l?6^-6-?5 
,."R":'7TFID,  Strother  V/aflts  Plack  Walnut  &  Cherry  Lumber - 

w 

nA .  PpTT'TFTFJ.T),  Far  the  Jane/Cnmp  Douml-as  Tll-  irs^-6-24 

ri "?t 7 'r rpi D ^  Strother  T,°r  trip  to  visit  Stanton - 

75.  ?ftrTi-'FTFLD,  Fnrthn  Jane/  Tov  a-  1S6<-^— 4 

FH*  1  "’F TFI.F ,  Strother  Per  Visit  to  Tov; a  - 

r?c.  15  IP  T  'F  TFJ  D ,  Forth  a  J./  Como  Douglas  rn-  l°6.T-(Julv  p-rob) 

D FT1  'F TJT D ,  Strother  /The  siehts  of  Camp  and  Chic  apo-*---- _ 


zip 
-  — -  • 

r0 


uv-  . 

51. 

51. 


53. 


r,/i 


i  m 


7 6  Cont 


79.  FRTT^t-tj.d,  Stanton 
PRT7PTFLD,  Farv  Fane 

Ca^p  Doupias  Tll-  "a  date 

A  tragedy-  pir*  in  Camp-  Fao  is  drafted  -- 

/a 

79.  r  F  7  v  T"T  D ,  st  an  t  on 
PRT 1  F T7I D ,  St ro th « r 

C -  ~,r>  Douglas  T]]-  l°64-^-22 

Fan ^  from  Father's  Fstate  - 

r  cz 

• 

90.  P'TT'FTFID,  St  on  ton 
F”  ’T'’TFI  D,  Strother 

Comp  Doubles  TH-  176^-12-25 

Prisoners-  Fence-  Jess  r  :T iram _ 

56 

°1.  “FTT’tfi.D,  Stanton 

PRTTPTRL7),  Strother 

/ 

Camp  Douglas  Tll-  I'jFs.-A-i 6 

I-nd  in  Tova-  TTe  vents  some - 

c  r 

OC 

p2.  ^TrFTFLD,  -I Iran 
rTF T7LD ,  S tro thnr 

Rochester,  Tnd.  -  176/ -6-26 

Daughter  dead-  Land  -  Fstate - 

56 

°  3 1  FTT  IS,  Fllznbe+h 
PT’TT’tfi.d,  Strother 

Albany,  TU-  1765-1-3 

Father  at  mock  Tslnnd-’To  nay  ir  Months _ 

c-  (  • 

p /  . t'9t7'Ftfld,  Stanton 

T  rv  7'FTLD,  S  trot  her 

Camp  poumlas,  Tll-  l°65-7-20 

Asks  t0  Fan  to  Five  Data  on  Land  - 

5S- 

9  5.  PTTFtfld,  Stanton 

P RT 7 Taj ,D ,  Strother 

/ 

poonsboro,  t0-  l°e5-7-?l 

Arrived  7-19-Land  Look  in 9-  Rental  - 
Look  for  you  soon - : - 

C»-  • 

al  c  .  TT-f  7 '5  FL7 ,  S t a n t  an 
B?J7  'F  tfld .  Strother 

Foonsboro,  To-  1365-9-7  7. 

Land-  Lee  Thombur  j-  Claim  Jumper  _  __  _  _ 

c  C 

V  v 

■ 

-  v  ,  ,  ,  '  nc  '  ■  •  1 

| 


t^^x-  T2-pT’vf‘‘. c'ld  Letters 


e 


!07.  FRArTKLHT,  -en.i .  Honsboro,  ro-  1H5-P-77 
rapr^-pHI),  Strother  Location  ol*  land  and  valne 


gc 


7°.  Pj’n’T' f’iold ,  Stanton  ^oonsboro,  To-  lc65-ll-76 

PR’ tI"p HI R ,  Strother  !'ov«d-r'old  cov: -Franklins  tns iness-Land -  60. 


89.  AP^OTT,  *7SL. 


Adel  To—  1865-19-1 


PRH'FHJR, 

Strother 

Aporaisnent  of  land 

90.  PHIS,  F 

TP 

*  • 

Albany  Hi-  176.5-12- 

PRTTHTTHR, 

Strother 

Hiram's  death-  Pr ’ c e 

Soldiers-  Fanlly 

91.  PRTLT'nrJ.r),  Sarah 
/HORNS'O^,  Slihn 


An  article  of  agreement  for  farm  rental  - 


61 


61. 


61 


er 

Tnd . ,  box 

177. 

nt 

of  land  p- 

b1!  s  in  es  s _ 

62 

k, 

Tnd-  1366 

-1-73 

pRT7T'FTFLS,  Strother  Hirer 1  s  estate-His  wife  Children _  63 


PH  Till  IS,  F.H 


Albany,  Ill-  l°66-l-75 


PRTT FHL7},  Strother  Fanily-  bovine-  fever-  Tnpjbovesients - 


r/i 


9  5 .  PRTTi*FTFLP?Str^fh*r  Adel  To-  l°66-2-l 

:ld,  S(arah)L.  Trip  to  To-  In  Perkins  Office - 


r?-r»i ]nf  i  ( 


~A 


9  6.  TTus,  Fll7,°h»th  Albany  Tll-  1^66-10-10 

DRTTbFHI_T),  Stroth°r  Farilv-  bovine-  Fonts  on  bisaiss ippi - 

97.  rTVVTFJj),  Stanton  Foonsboro,  To-  1°66-10-14 
FRFbFHLR,  Strother  Visits  "’"’allran  H’er  P-  Sister- 

Foe  Thombnrs-  Conntv  Reonblican - 


O  O  OT  ViT 


r  tit 


• 


(Lakeville  Tnd)-  1366-10-27 
PRH'FHLR,  Strother  Fe/nilv-  I  o'7’"' ino-  Sr  a  nd^  other  Hock- 

Fanes  TIolcraft - 

9°.  PRT'T’T’iLS,  Stanton  F  Hons boro  To_  l0/?6-17-l 

FR* v’F HI R ,  Strother  Tee  rr,hornbnr<6-  Franklins  Children-  Hew  RR- 

b  a  k  in  r  burn  it  ore - 

1  00.  paji^HLR,  Stanton  Foonsboro,  To- 1767-4 -91 

PRTTbFHIR,  Strother  HHh  vater-  Rrov,niny  Franklins  son - 


r  s' 
Cl. 


b  ( . 


63. 


101.  b TI  ,T  S ,  Sarah  F 
RhIFIi,  Strother 


Albanv, Til-  136-  -  7_o 

Aunt  Fanes  visit-  Price  of  farm 


10°.  PRJ3 '7HLR,  ]tn/(-T iron)  (Sreenoak  1367-10-13 

F Rv 3 '? 'HIS,  S t r o th e r  r  i lv -  Asks  of  Land  and  ^  on  e  v - 

]  0  3.  HI  IS,  F.P.  Hr  tana  'To-  1367-12-26 

HtT:fhlr,  Strother  'forks  HR-  TIanes  Hole  raft  p-  Addy-  The  estate- 

’3  •i*v.O-/p  +  ^  ^  _ _ _  — _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 


T~ 


1  04 .  A  summons  for  the  heirs  to  anpear  in  corrt  on  comlaint  of 
I.evi  mhornbnrF - - - - 


69 


G? 


r~*r~ 

(KJ 


70 


Index-  Prumf i»ld  Family  Letters 


105.  Stanton 

ngny-p-Ty  Strother 

io6-:ttxj.s,  t.p. 

10 FPR^r  ?T2LD,  Strother 

10°.  ?STT7?T13I,T), Stanton 
PTTFt^it),  Strother 


R~s  Toines  t0_  1907-11-d 

estate  in  Court-Judsre  Prejudiced _ 


7. 


_  r- 


Post  Civil  v/ a r~  a  Frarment 
T '.grants  '"o  Tont.ana-Pr Lces- 

^^ams-  Value  of  Army  Discharges  -  71. 

Po^n shore  To-  1°6-  -  ^-vi 

Pir  Add’'  Vole  raft-  Pascal  *  Franklin _ 7> 


109.  ^RTVVTFLO,  Strother  '.Vinchester ,  Tnd-  l°Gc-i-] 


THIS, 

110.  T '  TLT  S  ,  ,T.°. 
F^V^rsiV),  Stro+her 

111.  J'OPITSOTT,  ’V 

PRTT  .'FTFLD,  Strother 

\/ 

112.  TILTS,  J.rh 

r'RTT ’FTFI D,  Stroth°r 


Istate  Reastons  ""lour  Till-  shorn  did  LI: 

Dallas  Co.-  T0-  1268-2-8 

Troubles  of  Fstate  - 


Des  ! 'oines  To-  1289-2-17 
Thor?: burs  a  tresspasser-  Asks  p 
-errs, hip-  (a  lavver) - 


n- 


<70 


?  a 


r\ ' 


74. 


1 13 

.  PTrr 

FTTTTr 

114 

■Do?Ta  a 

•  -  *  L 

PRTTFTC 

1  15 

.  PWr 

•VttTTtfid?  Strother 
'll§~  TATRTS,  A.D. 


Surin"  Valley  To-  l?6p-3-26. 

Case  von-  Litigation  necessary/  to  yet 

Thornburg  off  land - - - -  7/^ 

paonstoro  To-  126r,-4-22. 

Case-  Paonstoro  building-  Scarlet  fever  -  75. 
Poonstoro  To-  1862-6-14 

Pascal  **'  Franklin  nave  sold  r>ut _ •  75. 

Poonsboro  To-  l°f°-'7-l9 

Franklin-  Oras shoppers-  Cro.ns  _  76. 

lo.6o_^_30. 


t?  T  rpj  p  ?  S  t  r  0 1 h  e  r 

Crops  -  Collection  of 

debts  _ 

76. 

117.  ppTTg.'Tsy.D,  Stanton 
prjT  -r  y>  -p?  j  p  ^  gg  ro  th  e  r 

‘Doansboro  To-  1962-9- 
Crops-  Lee  ■**  To  Thorn1 
Resume  of  Furn ‘tune  hc 

■13 

•urg-  Has  quit  shop 
s  has  made  - 

77. 

112.  TILLS,  •T.ri. 

up/ t  ry  tfi ,p,  s t  t*o th er 

Adel-  To-  1269-10-13 

A m  an  d  a  Fran k 1  in -  C  as  e 

In  Court.  - 

77. 

119.  ^RirFTFLD,  Stanton 

^  '  7  TFI  ,D ,  5 1  r 0 1 h  e  r 

120.  THIS,  J.-P. 
1:T7!TTFLD,  Strother 

y 

121.  THIS.  T.u. 


122.  PO'^S,  Cat nomine 
-PRTTTF  TFLD ,  3 1  r  o  th  e  r 

193.  uTgp-pTVT  g?  Stanton 
^rFTFTFTT),  Strother 


Pddnsbcro  To-  1962-10-12 

Th e  Case-  7  i t  n esses-  Payment _ 

Pore  -  1962-  11-16. 

Railroad-  Land  Value-  Clifton's  death - 

A^el  To-  l°69-2-19 

Case  to  Circu  it  Ct—  Vr,ve  v  i tress es— 

She*'.’  Damage - 

T-'1  ]  f  f  a  1  o  0  ro'1 1  e  xo  —  1  6  p — 2 — 5 

Trees  sooier-  Fould  vo'i  sell-  Land  choan- 

Poonsboro  To-  1262-6-13 
Things  going  "ell-  high  price  for  land 
from  estat°-  Sants  some  if  poss  ible  -- 


78. 


72. 


1. 


ft 


.•>  A 


-  • 


Index-  nmmfi  e Id  Family  Let. tern 


1 24.  PPTtt'FTFJP),  Stanton 
I ?  HT 1  •  F  TFLD ,  Strother 

/ 

125.  mis.  J.7^. 

rjHTV?TV.L‘S,  Strother 

126.  Stanton 
PRTYFTTCLD,  Strother 


127.  PRTPTtflo,  st  an  ton 
n'^TFTFIJ),  Strother 
V 

127.  I'TLIS,  J.1^. 

PRT  i  ,T  tpiD,  St.ro  th  e  r 


^oonsbcro  To-  1262-6- 1G 
Appro is men t  with  sketch-  Through  with 
Court-  Com  and  croos - - - 


-  1269-6-16 

Court  Appra Lsment-  Crops 


■Pconstoro  To-  lQ69-9-13 
Amanda  tom-  T'ncl^  John  P-  Ts  Jesse 
cow.  ‘ncr  this  fal  ]  ?  - 


<— 

^oonsboro,  To-  1969-10^4 

Lm:  Sale-  TTnclo  John  P  to  kansas - *- 

-  1969-11-30 

J'Tilv-  Country-  Fstate  sale - 

S' 


129.  A  telegram-  Si 200  cash  for  east  20-  from  J.P.  Tills 


130.  TTIJ3,  -T.r:# 

PR1!  IF  TFLD,  Strother 
S 

131.  TILTS,  J.P. 

PRTT! TTPLD,  Strother 


1  Qn  fT  T'T^IV  T,*rn 

J.  JL .  i  ^  it  !  « 


-  19.70-6-24 

Pstate  Sales-  Sketch-  Timber 


Perry  t0_  1270-11-17 
Lit-  Any  y and ergr 1ft-  Hannah  Olbbs- 
T l  i  f  In  ished  gat  h e  r  in  j  - 

Lakeville,  Inc.,  1870-11-30 

Start  for  To—  Pack  bv  Christmas  - 


PPTTI*FT2LO,  Strother 
193.  List  of  Orchard  Trees  (not  Copied) 

1 0/1 .  Copy  of  Sale  Pill  for  Jesse  ^rnmfielc  Land - 


1  *30  PT  WT  —  TV  ’-rn 

X  ’-J*.  «  w  a  )  • 

PRATS0!!,  Jeun  ie 
PRT I 'F Til ,3 ,  Strother 

136.  P;1'1"FTFJ.o,  St  ant  or 
P-gTT.:F  mpp),  Strother 

17V.  t'TJI^/j.w, 

r.T- .tvtfld,  Strother 
1  o'o  rr  r^^r  rv  7.  v 

JL  •  i  • 

PTJl'^Tyjr),  stmther 
(7 ' raw.) 

139.  ^TT’^lh,  Lliz.  I 

Strother 

140.  Tills,  -T.a. 

z' 

l'l.  THIS,  J.r. 

Strother 


:o. 


S3 . 


V/. 


24 


n  r- 


or 


Lakeville,  Tnd.  -  1971-1-23 
Trio  from  To-  Lowing-  pan  t  T’other 
■  t  o  ^  o  pcipp—  7 ■>  c- 1  f  o r s  etc  —  — —  _ 

Poonsboro  To-  lc;7i_2-l 

Pother  at  Joes-  Sent  receipt-!.' ine  encle- 

sed . 

perm  To-  1973-2-6 

Family-  T'other1  s  receipt-  Land  - 

-  1271-2-14 

rTce  ipt  -  I  .o  cm  in  r-  ha  i  lro  ad  line - 


87. 


y  / . 


n  hk  Tnd-  1C71-L-17 
Teed  money-  Send  it-  Oarrdian  for  Ch.  - 

0°ed  for  175.5  acr°s  of  land  to 


Strother  "r’^fiopT 


pc 


/ 


1^?.  Stanton 

onrp  TmTTrlP  Strother 


Perrv-  3Q71-9-9 

Lartha  *Tanes  rect-  Toney  scarce-  ! 'other 
?3  well _ _ 

P '■'onshore  To—  37'71— 9 
I  others  ^ack  to  ^nd  ao 

c'-j-.o  ov  iyirr  sod  —  Sor inm  Pnrl'f—  Strong 
\  ind-  Coax  T"ncle‘  -John  to  stay  ‘in  On  to?-- 


?c 


- - - 

. 

' 

V 

v  : 

.... 


Trjr’px-  ‘Pin™?’*. eld  F^rn  i  lv  I.-etter.e 

0 


c 


(dt  TT  Ira 

14!?.  P^yr..TP],r)i  V'ollio 
^TTT:FTvIjr)  Strother 

y 

15/.  CLT-T,  T 

PR7 1 T  TTI D ,  Strother 


1^-5.  CPTT-  ’•>  P. 

it.  T-Tj ls/jt. 

PlfVFTTD,  Strother 


Preen  ^ok  Trjd-  1271-0-??. 

bill  Clenny-  Grandmother  vents  to  corn* 


homp-  Come  an^  met  h°r 


o; 


Lakeville  T^d-  (lc’71  ?)  -  7-25. 

Com  'n-m  Pothers  Anniversary-  PI iz  poorlv- 
1Ter  are-  Have  Jo  and  Docks  come  by-  — 

Lakeville,  Pov  1st  1°72. 

Trip  Tone-  A.  rents  ^ 


CO 


-  1T2-/-19 

nro  ^n  on  T0_  Stanton-  Cent  co~e  - 
Pent  ions  'Shopping'-  Line  -c-  Lib- 
Prairie  fire - 


1  A  7  T '  TI  t  a/  t  C 

PHldTTPLD,  *  Strother^ 


/ 

v/ 

14?.  FTPS,  ■T.TJ. 

^R7?  "F  rpj n,  Strother 

/ 

T/o  t.’tt.ts.  r  ^ 

TJtVttd.  'strother 


_  looy_c -ye  # 

Stanton's  Amanda  broke  collar  bone- 
Ti  vorked  road  tax  - 


-  lP?2-ll-l/i 

Pzra  Rndrow’s  vife  d.  Crons-  ^ob 


>  s  t  ip 


Told  field 9  _  Reset J a  ’'.nth  is  to  Socrjm  £2 
-  l^T -i:--16 

Crops-  Stanton  beats-  His  v/oman  teats 

Tell  v  ith  tongne-  TTncle  John  p - - ‘eg 


150.  Ttt!TtTD,  Stanton 

Perry 

To- 

1 

p 73 -4-2 

0 

PR7  2  ’F  Ptl  D ,  2 1  r 0 th c  r 

Wheat 

Tip- 

T? 

anc  lay- 

Snov  ing - 

v4 

151.  T'TJIS,  Tiram 

Ferry 

To 

— 

i07.7_.z_ 

9.0 

-_v 

■p  t>tt|  *v  ryj  d ^  Strother 

J  l’rap 

"an 

d 

or  1  1st— 

Progress  of  Pills- 

c/_ 


/ 

1  52 .  I.” TT  T  S ,  J  J, 

PHHTTPID,  *Strother 

/ 

1  P  °  .  T '  TT  J  c  r  r 

^■TTTTPI.r),  *Strother 

\/ 

154.  ITUS,  J.T 

rT T 'P TPJ  R ,  S troth er 

/ 

155.  P  T  1 3  .  J . r' . 

v T " TRI .D ,  Strother 


15r.  r-tflTT^jD,  Stanton 
P R" ''Til R Strother 


^  >7  fj  -  —  -<  i 


To  T^_ 


P — r ry  To-  l°7/i-C-2 

Protracted  nesting-  Stanton  to  Fsotists- 


Sty 


•  s-  ’ 


err  nro'Tce  sale- 


C  r. 

V  <w' 


Perry  To-  l°7^-C-2 

Crops-  Dronth-  Ra in -Produce-  Dr  t  J.ide 
her^-  Lillie  Cutler - 


Porw-  107/.  _ -jo- 16 


15  V.  C 


PTTTTHLR,  Strother 


Death  Sarah  Jane  Pro  a  son-  Tnrt  hip -  9c 

Perry-  1274-U-1C 

Acconnts-  Pev:  fence-  p.av  for  land- 

Doeth  Dec  To ic raft-  Sav  7v,cle  Jonnv -  £7 

^ — 

Perr/  To-  lc  75- 11-2] 

Corn  in-  Timber  sale-  Horn  coal-  Sell 
I  r-  k  e  v  i  ]  1  e  Tn  d  -  1275-1 1-23 


.0 


deed  recorded 


?-  Pelizza,her  school-  Det 


■ 

f 

«r 

' 


Tndex-  ^runf ield  Family  T  etters - ■ - <1  10. 


]  5°.  P'tfTFTH!  0,  Stanton 

Strother 

Perry  t0_  1370-2-7 (post  c^rd) 

ban  \  ants  1  acre  tiller -  21 

1 59  .  rRTTb?  TFT  T) ,  S  t  a n t  or 
'  pr^-v'Tvjo,  Strother 

Perry  -  tq_  1776-11-29 

Timber  sale-  Stealing  Timber  Is  past - 22 

160.  bTLJS.  J.^. 

^TTb’"T7bP,  Strother 

/ 

Perry  To-  1276-3-14 

Timber  sales  and  rse-  J.D.  Hendricks, 
l';nr*  agent-  Pe.aver  ck  flooding-  Albert 
(Shoemaker)  aon°  Colorado-  Improvements  21 

Vlf/]  t^rnrrpvTj  1  ,  ~T  t 

'^T;1?T'X0, "  Strother 

Lancaster  r -  lQ 76- 11-6 

bother-  TTrcle  John-  T'oroy  scarce- 

bother  ray  visit - ICC 

*  _  . 

rr; 

1(^9  n  vy»*i  v 

TWl'FTSLS,  Strother 

Lakeville  Tnd-  1^77-1-29 

Folly  says  bother  Til-  let  ns  know 

if  T'other  is  to  die-  Telegraph  Lapaz  1CV 

163.  PT1TFJLD,  Stanton 

HRTTi *F TCLD ,  Strother 

Perry  To-  1S77-3-4 

bother's  Illness-  ^uilt  house-  'he le 

/ 

164.  bTLLS ,  -T.r  . 

RHTTrFTFLT),  Strother 

Pill  J  Aunt  Hannah  Robertson -  ICC 

-  1377-  C-  23 

Hot-  Grasshoppers-  Pharoah's  plague- 
Thornburg-  Jane  mad-  Proken  bones  -  101 

165.  ^TlFriS,  Stanton 

PRT 1  'F  THLP ,  S  t ro  th  e  r 

Perry  To-  1377-°- 12 

Dry-  Plov  inn-  varm  values -  .  1C2 

166.  PTTr^TFLP,  ‘Stanton 

P  PC T  ■?  TFLP  S  t r 0  th  e  r 

-  IP70.  -_n 

Fence-  'Tevf  "Red-haired  girl- 
Jf'S?  in  Kansas  -  1C 7 

16P.  THTTTFTHLT),  Strother 

His  detailed  description  of  a  trio 

J 

Uc°.  C'hSS>T,  Lib 

PTT  'F  T^l.S  ,  S  t  ro  th  er 

back  +  0  Ohio-  ba ^es  pr  olaces  -  ICC 

Kingston,  0.  l°^°-c-25 
! ’a  cam-0-  Sick-  bother  weaving-  Parnums- 
$?C  stolen-  bas  trip-  TTncle  sick  - -  1CJ 

169.  PTfYrrTjF),  Jesse 

TO  ;6  T]  ryj  j)  ?  3 1  ro  th  e  r 

Pun-  ’Vtlson  Co  Js-(1272  perhaps) 

Farm-  Ks  crops  abt  as  in  Tnd- 

Tsaac  Thornburg-1  Tndec  ided  about  return-  10c 

17C.  ^hTTT'v ^FTS,  Stanton 
/  '"T^TPbP,  Strother 

i*  / 

171.  Funk,  Abraham 
/  hunter  ! "re  ( A.771  nr d a ) 

m ? .  rRT r  -r  rnj  -)  ^  t n p  R  0 
^R'T’F  bH.P ,  Strother 

p erry  To-  1779-2-14 

Timber  sale-  Intends  building  -  ICC 

TbHmht ,  Livingston  Co  11 1-1° 72 -6-1 

Families  of  Samuel  ?  Pen  i .  ^rumfield  —  ICC 

TT0'Jme'r,an  Co  Ks .  -  lcr7?-C-2 
'Veils  0  ’Veter-  Pa-  ‘ns -  Cows-  Folks 

1  a  ;  0  1  ^oaup  O  ^  O  d  T*y  V’nr.  _ 1  O'- 

T  90  T7TT>-.yir-i-^  r  -JT 

J.  •  i  ^  j  1  *  • 

nrj^'rr^j.r  Strother 

Lancaster  C-  1272-P-4  g 

C r^as  —  Ra  in-  Pr'Ch^r^F1  th°r-  '’ncle 

T,bos-  Aunt  Rachel—  Caoie'""1  ’’'mkr.  Ledger  1CC 

*7 /*  T  “rp.TTTJ  Tocc  e 

PVT!  :?TFl‘,S,  Strother 

vroodon  '  a  Ks-  1 '’'7? -11-11 

1  land -Job  bins  hem  -  boney  -  Prices  --- 

Pr  ic 


! 

' 

■  .. 

m 

' 


"HV'  ay- 


11 


-  r>  m~'  f  ’  e  1  '.1  171  em  v ly  Lot ters 


5f'T'r7’ 121.0.  °> 


Jesse 

trotter 


-  1P7o.11_24 

^nnin^ss-  Cars  Ln  ^ro'ionie-  77  is  new 
"honee  Is  20  x  22,  two  story _  102. 


f 


th  a  f  fU  h&tirfj  /r#/6?*r'ie( js-uir (?»i  ?/  _  /<? j  r 
2a.  Thomas  Ploomf  ield  (Prvmf  ield )  to  his  brother  David. 


<9 

Centerville ( ind. )Dec.  20th  1834 


Dear  brother--- 
o  art  of  the  e 


not  having  an  opportunity  of  coming  myself  to  your 
cun try .  T  send  this  by  Wm  Jesse  Heal-  and  if  von  have 
reed  anv  money  for  me  fro-  Virginia  by  W.  Claypool  T  w  is ’o' you  would 
send  it  by  the  bearer  and  this  shall  be  your  recept  except  for  the 
amount  sent-  T  wish  you  also  to  send  the  papers -  you  hold  of  mine  if 


think  proper - 


you 


in  complying  with  the  above  will  oblige 
yours  ect. 


Thomas  Bloomfield. 

Superscription  David  ^loomfield  ,New  Lancaster,  Ohio. 


* 


* - 

v 


t  -^rr.rp  7  .-»c;  r*T}r>ve  *n  p  ’-'Ttv 

1_i  ~j  -*  -i-  ^—-i .  u_)  1  m\  .  i  .  -  i  .  —  .  JA  .  ±  -  j  j,.  lri.  tJL.ijl  • 

■  ote  many  of  these  letters  come  from  the  collect  Lora  of  Strotner 
Brumfield,  preserved  by  his  daughter  Iridia  Brumfield. 


Dear  Son:  \fas-f  Prc>bab/f  TO  'flruinfie/'f) 


March  LSth-1317 


Deed,  y'uir  last  letter  dated  after  my -  to  you.  After  yorr 

death  just  a  few  days  vepore  Christmas  I  have  often 
o r'  writing  to  you  hut  must  confess  I  have  teen  very  slothful 
wri.tinr  sooncr.  He  are  all  in  good  health  at  this  time  thanks 

y  for  his  many  bless  inns  v;e  receive  fro”,  day  to 
at  this  may  find  veu  in  the  sar  e  situation 
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Letters  from the  Rrumfield  Family 


2. 


(2)  Crnit. 

Deer  Children  should  iijbe  the  case  my  prayer  to  Cod  ’is  that  you  wit? 
pe  may  strive  for  the  high  calling  of  ~oc1  Wh  ich  Is  Ir.  Christ  Jcsu$ , 
riving  all  d  '  l]  igence  to  make  our  calling  and  election  sure  that  £f 
we  should  meet  no  more  in  this  world  ve  may  meet  on  the  tanks  of 
eternal  deliverance  where  parting  v  ill  be  no  more .  Dear  Ch  Her  eh 
remember  me  inf/our  prayers  to  Cod.  I'y  heart  feels  grieved  while 
these  linnc-  when  written  to  +hirk  cf  being  separated  at  such  a 


distance.  Do  not  neglect  writing  to  me  immediately  upon  receipt  cf 


J-'nis  ■  nd  let  me  know  how  you  are.  T  haveno  more  at  preseniJand  still 
remain  your  affectionate  parents  until  death.  * 

TTenry  and  v:ary  Longhrear. 

(The  following  is  a  note  added  by  Feter  foyer,  apparently  a  fellow 
church  member  at  Straus  burg  ’tT&.  ) 


Depr  brother  and  Sister  in  Christ  Jesus.  T  do  hereby  inform  you  that 
myself  and  family  are  all  reasonable  well,  thanks  to  foe  for  his 
goodness,  hope inm  these  may  find  you  both  in  good  health  enjoying 


the  pleasant  smiles"  of  a  lov 'ng  °avior .  That  little  fuss  that  was 


in  agitation  when  you  left  has  subsided  and  no  more  heard  of  since 


TTaving  nothing  of  importance  t-  write  at  present  and  still 


remaining  your  affectionate  brother  and  friend  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Peter  ^oyer. 


■D 


•ally  Stov  'r  and  Catherine  wish  to  he  rememberedto  you 


own, 


also  liar  gar  et  Smith  and  Rebecca  heaver  wish  to  be  remembered  to  you. 


(^otes  -  Peter  noyor  probably  acted  as  an  amanuensus  to  I  ‘ary  Longhrea 
in  th°  writing  of  this  letter) 


3 


J'r  Jesse  Frum^  ield 


Kingston,  Ross  Co  C. 


Dear  brother:  T  have  to  inform  you  that  brother  David  is  no  more  . 
TTe  Died  on  Suh'hy  evening  at  8  o'clock,  *Te  hud  been  ailing  for  l 
some  time  and  had  Road  to  Gillmore's  with  sister  Lory  the  fore  paint 
of  lost  week  -  got  home  on  last  Wednesday  Ravening  at  a  late  hour 


V  • 


ery  unwell-  was  very  violently  taken  with  the  Cramp  Choi lick 


which  Paffeled 


a  a. . 


he  doctorsjcould  doe —  he  followed  his  remains 


to  the  Crave  or/dxrxd  Kondav.  Yv  family  are  all  well  and  I  believe 


all  the  friends  are  the  same.  Yours  respectfully , 

Vv  ( i  1 1  i a m )  T .  ( a  1 1m an )  Erumf ield . 


Lancaster  (0.)  Lov.  P-1832. 
(4). 


i’o  Vr  William  Drum?* eld 

Lancaster,  Fairfield  Co.  Ohio. 


Winchester  Id. 
1238 

f  j  Cl  n  o 

^aar  brother  I  take  this  opportunity  to  write  to  let  you  know 


that  we  receive'3  the  hundred  dollars  that  von  sent  us  a  few  days 


b  e^ore  we  received  your  letter—  we  nail  uncle  Thomas  fifty  six 
dollars  am1  still  are  in  debt  to  uncle  Thomas  about  fifty  six 
dollars-  yet  you  stated  in  your  letter  that  Yr  Gray  expected  to 
collect  the  'other  money  of  parker  in  Larch-  vs  stand  in  need  of 
t  he  money-  v;e  are  thankful  unto  you  and  father  for  the  trouble  you 
had  in  get/  ing  the  hundred  dollarsjout  for  us  and  will  be  thankful 


you 


you 


ill  at ten 


can--  the  nr  Indole 


4  ^  r—  -M  t 
.0  -  - 


.  LJ 


4-V 


ot: 


;  r  r 


mev  on  as  soon 


that 


beh ind 


j 


and  seventy  five  cents  as  near  as  T  can  recoiled. 

P.3) 


is  sixty  one  do lias 


— 


— 


'  • 

" 
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Letters  from  the  ^mmfield  Family 

(4)  r. 


:ont 


f  ourteen 

years  the  first  of 

in  years 

interest  the  first  of 

g  to  let 

Cray  have  more  of  t.  e 

promised 

h im ,  v; h  1  cii  T  understood 

nt erest 

due  at  the  time  Crav 

to  come-  y^u  rnd  better  *sjc  Father  about  it  for  fear  I  might  have" 
nnfersyod  ^.mj-ons-  -  got  a  little  mill  to  go  if-  a  f»„.  dfs  a-o%, 
+  n;  rater  ts  froze  op  an  it  can*  any  goof  Vll  there  comes  a  ' 
thiv-  rot  out  of  the  mans  *ebt  on*  c— +  hT^  into  mv  deb+  - - 


t 


nr 


tto 


thaw-  T  rot  ni+  nf  the  mans  *cht  ^n* 
o  ;  vc?  dollars  3n*  eighty  seven  cents  h 
mo  now  r  * 

"'li-  T  yas  5t  Centervtll  a  few  fays  -.go  -  the  Wends  ,  as  well  as 
common  too---  -  M0n_says  he  has  not  heard  ti .  Thomas  and  Samnel 

t  | 

.  /  _ _ 

1  • 


t  seventy 

f'--.,  v  w  ' v.  o..t-  men  is  not  rble  to  pav 

imafra  d  he  rn.l  not  be  -hie  till  he  can  make  it  in  tithe 


n'  n  ;0^4.‘  ias  ir*~  "  an -■  ~'f  farn il.v  *5 re  "  ell  as  common-  — e  send 
our  respects  to  vou  all-  nothin-  ’Here  at  present  but  remain  vour 


unworthy  brother 


a  U  p. 

tTesse  "runf  ield. 


)•  _'a^®.'s  *0  certify  that  we  cherfuly  recommen (* )  brother 

h^ro-i^,T1+le+m  3r  hnvin?*1  gift  t0  exhort  and  preach  as  a  licenf-t- 
be -Lonmin-  to  the  Eeercreek  Christian  conference  *n  goo*  stan*i^ 

0onp  in  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  union  Christian  Conference.'"’ 

hilliamsporte 


ept  7th  1C 21 
Clk  pro  tern 
Enoch  Harvey  -pres.  • 


V. , 2  ,  Bradford  rnv  nm  + 


ij }  *  _  ’  ’Vabash  -  June  25th  -  1C4C 

--nvL  -rn-,S‘cr  t-v  v;ri„°  yrj  a  fev  1!ne?  hopin  +o  find  you  and  all  tee 
If  I'11  “„Dear  rot^?r  T  ^'-ve  been  un-ell  since  T  left  heme-  I 
v:i  o  e  in  -V  ...  a.n^r  f  ,rre  weeks  aro  an*  have  no+  rot  -in  answer-  r  want 
y f 15  -°  v;r~ta  +0  vr®  3?  soon  as  you  ret  this  letter-  T  have  been  e-Pek^ 
sic.-:  for  f  r-'e  reeks  with  +v  e  fever-  Turing  the  time  T  stoot  to  fr 
enges  -  .her?  you  write  to  me  f  irect  vour  leter  abash  '  abash  t*  di;  n- 
;n;  ^  sh^ll  get  it-  Con*  forget  -  You  will  excuse  me  for  no? 

v  rimht  moro. 

Yours  ' i r-irp  ^pir'a'cii 


TTn  "'ore  at  present, 


to"  the  o: 
girls  is. 


Sock'ii, 


C7) 


h  r-r : 

T 

O  ^  >Orvt  • 

li 

H  r»  o  rr 
i7-  --I- 

'a  t  h  or '  s 

estate . 

ro 

v  able) 

to  walk 

-*  c 

y  own  he 

a  1th  is 

not 

where  all  the  prettv 
Lancaster  0.  Cct  27-ir49 


!LM  •i?rt  7  ovri  heelth  ts  not  good.  The  friends  are  mostly  veil  exeunt 

t  ,’!T'tpT,a  D'ifo  ^  a  ' '  ’  ■*  ■>  ’  *-_ 


_  ro  bad  health  a  no  not  likely  to  ever 
recover  me  a-m.  ,e  had  no  collerv  in  Lancaster  nor  nearer  than 
Columbus,  .here  v  as  manv  deaths  inkhat  a  lace. 

letter  ' 

your  von  "ishe*  to  know  vh^+her  ’r  rca  Tv®*  T^v*r  i  ~ 

' * '• '  COT  f-  v« socOoUnfVor  an  excise  if  not  Ins:  '  ■  V  !™’"“ 

Tist  sav  what  T  have  veco^e  to  negligent  in  vr-'+m"  +  ->  ~-r  -^v  \  - Y«~ 

.-’8r98pect  'it  a11-  T  ~”st  Plead  r.y  nealti  and  domestic 
T  v  'll  not.  rive  give  you  the  particulars  of  the  estate.  I  h.«.  i  •»  he  f‘^rl 


— 


— 


' 


.  ...  ... 


Letters  from  the  ^rumf ielc  Family  - 

ippraisec!  a  few  -lays  ago.  t  t  vas  i rrad  condition  -  fences  and  every 
:h Insr  out  of  order.  It  was  aopraisod  at  twenty  five  collars  and 


sixty  five  and  two  thirds  cents  -  T  thought  too  low. 
the  farm  for  sale  for  tv:o  or  three  months  and  on  the  twentieth  Inst. 


hav e  an v e rt ice 


t\ .  o 


morec 


I  sold  it  at  thirty  dollars  per  acre.  Tt  contained 
and  thirteen  acres  eight  poles  amounting  to  $  6391.60.  One  third 
i  riband  and  the  ha  lance  in  two  equal  annual  payments,  with  interest 


from  the  <  -x 
it  is  the 
the  rent? 


v  of  sale. 


bought  hy  friend. 


anc  neign1 


.  -  ..  -  -  ors  that 

hast  cond  :t  lorjthat  t  could  make  of  it.  T  do  not  think  that 
**o r  two  years  would  have  put  it  injgood  repair.  The  will 
directs  me  to  put  the  money  on  interesliurt  11  all  is  collected  and 
therpake  a  divide  equal.  I 'ary  Farrett  receive  the  interest  ofjoer 
hear  and  af  she  should  die  without  issue  thenVier  shear  w ill  ho  divider 
unong  the  balance  of  the  heirs.  There  is  hut  few  debts.  T  will  give 


amon 

you  the  amount  of  debts  cue  the  estate  and  notes  and  accounts 
the  heirs. 


Amount  of  the  sale 

of  the  fa 

—  —  —  — - - - 

Andrew  "outer - 

$560.93 

^ en .j  am  in  Grom f  L  e Id 

$748 . £2 

Jesse  Prum field 

1091-25 

Samuel  ^romfielc 

796.41 

Isaac  d ~  in  ah  -T e d me s 

125.00 

Taos ,  "outer 

229.09 

1/arv  Farrett 

* j 

259.15 

Taomas  ^rumfield 

436.15 

V; , rn .  Trumfield 

974.64 

•T  o  hn  *  Fan  c  v  Gilmore 

170.37 

agaanst 
£35 1-60 


55751.61 


$5331.11 


c? 


urn 


of  notes  due  the  estate 


Of  these  notes  there  is  doubtful 


6132.62 

.12 


55/ 


--  5.130.CC 


Inventory  of 

personal 

With  our  some 

rents  to 

nearly  the  w 

.rmat  *  on 

o  f  th  e  h  e  i  rs 

have  hod 

vou  can  find 

vhat  eac' 

132.7 


Whole  Amount  -  15566. 01 


TV. 
.  - 1 


very  little  as  vet 


statement  will  show  you  very 
'll  receive.  - that  some 


an 


A 


Yon  this  statement 


Trite  me  soon - 


Y curs  r -spec tfu 1 it , 

TV  (ill  i&m )  T  ( a  1  linan )  3 m mf i  - lc 


Oct  2(9)  13- 

T,T  T>  T  —  --  -f  A 


interest  fo 


no+h inm  about  step 
hundred  dollars  he  put  to 
at  her  d'^th  to  he  equally  divided 
provides  that  the  esta+e  shall  he  put  to 

collected  -  when  all  is  collected. 

^  J/cy»  tnt+kcr  uoj  Jane  (/rf*  C /eft/)  I 


he  will  provides  that  three 
r  her  use  during  her  life,  and 
song  the  heirs.  The  will 
interest  as  fast  as 

•rr*VT> 

’  after  J  (rti 


(8) 

!Tr  Strauder  n 
Dear  3  ir  anrl 

S' 

1. 


Krikersville  0. 


av 


ac 


-  1242 


rum i  ielc 
!ous  in :  - 


received  a  letter  from  you  a  short  time  since 


or  which  T  am  very  thankful.  Although  T  have  not  had  the  pleasure 
t  *  see  you  since  we  were  children  together.  Yet  I  am  always  glad 
to  hear  from  my  friends.  And  more  especially  from  those  connected  hy 
ties  of  consanguinity .  moreover  anything  coming  from  the  far  west 


has  a  k  i h d  of  c h a r^ 


s* . 
i  'JJ 


me,  ;or  x  naturally  have  a  kind  of  presentiment 


in  favor  of  the  west,  expecting  someday  to  ve  a  citizen  of  that 
fertile-  country.  T  TWst  sny  ifftregard’  to  The  baT/  bis iness  of  v.h'hh 
v^u  speak,  that,  you  cefta'nly  have  the  advantage  of  me.  And  for 
tisat  i  am  certainly  thankful  tc  +he  goof  he  irg.  T  ZxzxKkjt  thank 


■our  kind  wishes  in  re  gar 


.y  ou  ;:or 

etc,  hut  the  la+ter  I  most-  sincerely' 
all  bit  the  children  with  me. 


;  Y/  nap  in ess  and  having  two 
hope  may  never  come  to  pa$; 


hoys 

for 


, 


■  • 


•V"  .  ... 


letters  fro  the  Brumfield  Family 


5 , 


The  Friends  are  all  veil  here  I  beleeve  and  in  Comfortable 
Circumstances.  I'y  Brother  George  I  an  happy  to  inform  you,  has 
taken  to  himself  the  better  half  again,  without  the  aid  of  your 
County  lasses;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  is  thankful  for  your 
kind  offer. 

Grandfather’s  farm  is  sold  at  thirty  dollars  per  acre;  the 
price  set  upon  it;  payable  in  installments. 

T  have  nothing  to  write  of  importance  I  believe  at  present 

:  so  I  shall  soon  close. 

T  would  be  glad  to  see  you  all,  either  at  your  home  orjrieee. 

Vi  rite  me  soon  and  let  me  know  all  about  the  affairs  of  old  Thomas 
^Brumfield’s  estate-  whether  it  is  settled  up  or  not  anc  how  itis 
likely  to  come  out  etc. 

nothin^  more  at  present  but  remain  yours  Truly,  / 

*  Thtmti  tfmi'M  *.i 

(o)  Cttowa  (Til)  July  7-1850 

Dear  Father:  T  have  got  safe  to  Cttowa  on  the  2  of  this  montp, 

and  T  camp  in  the  Vermillion  at  first  and  staid  there  a  week, 
at  TTncle  Samuel’s  for  I  saw  so  many  pretty  girls  I  coulcnt  get 
av.;ay.  T  like  the  country  vers?  well,  bi.it  the  county  is  filled 
with  caro enters ,  and  no  chance  for  loafers.  T  do  not  know  now 
long  T  shall  stay  here  but  T  want  you  to  write  to  me  as  soon 
as  you  can  .  T  would  like  very  much  to  hear  from  home,  end  all 
the  folks  there,  the  folks  are  well  here  and  doing  well,  George 
Brumfield  has  gone  to  California,  he  has  been  gone  a  year  ago 
lest  April.  Sarah  ^rumfield  is  married  last  spring  and  haragret  . 
Ann  Brumfield  has  been  married  near  two  years.  George  Gilmore  ^  ^ 

went  to  Galena,  he  took  his  trunk  along  and  forgot  to  tone  my  na « 
out  of  it,  his  sister  is  there  with  him.  he  wrote  to  me  to  co.ee 
out  there  for  T  can  met  plenty  of  carpenter  work, but  T  do  not 
know  whether  T  shall  go  or  not,  until  T  hear  j. ro'i  you.  ^ne  _  _ 

],r  inosoto  country  is  not  such  a  gaxt  great  country  as 
you  think  for.  some  of  the  folks  give  it  a  bad  name.  There  was 
one  man  started  from  the  Vermillion  and  came  bacn  again.  T-ncle 
Beniamin  Talks  of  moving  to  Texas  this  fall.  He  would  Hike  to 
to  ha vp  you  ro  with  him.  Sarah (Anders on)  and  her  rrasbano  are 
coing  to  move  south  this  fall  to  one  of  the  southern  states. 

’>rm  Brumfield  is  w el  1 ,  — p~.ao — i- ■  ,  she  is  living  i..|  o  n ,  she 
not  lived  at  home  for  two  years.  T  should  like  for  you  to  sel-L 
that  land  for  me.  I  can  get  prarie  land  at  the  Vermillion  for 
a  dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre.  Folks  can  make  much  more  cn  a 
rented  farm  than  they  can  onV-heir  own.  7  have  nothing  more  .o 
write  at  present. 


Hiram  Brumfield 


(10) 


Cttowa,  Aug.  18th-  1850. 


Dear  brother  Strother:  I  received  your  letter  on  the  lit  n.  1/5 
an  not  verv  well  at  ores ent  and  have  not  been  for  a  oay  cr  '•■••O. 
dele’s  folks  are  all  well.  You  v  anted  to  knpv  now  the  crops  e 
were  here.  "Tae  corn  crops  are  good  and  the  wheat  crops  are 
tolerable  good.  "/heat  is  worth  fro-.  03  to  70  cts  a  .ushe  . 
t  "ent  out  on  the  Vermillion  2  weeks  ago  to  take  a  pleasure  rice 
and  "broke  down  twenty  miles  from  no  place.  They  am  nil  '  1  -  -  • 

T  was  at  a  ball  Friday  night  ,  and  when  T  was  coming  none  iron 
the  ball  T  ran  aga;nst  a  fence  and  have  not  got  over  it  .vet. 

You  was  saying  that  the  girls  all  wanted  to  sesfne.  T  would  like 
to  see  Bandolph  once  more  and  all  the  folks  in  it.  7  am  going  6  -o 


. 


_ 


<*>**»-/-  (79C&J 
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take  a  wild  so ose  chase  about  the  1st  of  October  4:o  see 


I  can 


find  any  better  place  than  this.  T  have  not  made  over  five 
dollars  since  T  have  been  here,  and  T  cannot  see  but  half  of  it 
n ov .  T  rant  to  find  someplace  v'here  money  is  plentler.  T  llkefe 
the  praire  land  better  than  the  timbered’  land*,  and  the  folks  here 
v'ovld  sooner  live  on  the  prairie  land,  and  you  could  not  get 
timber  land  for  less  than  five  dollars  an  acre.  T  have  got  a  place 
20  miles  from  OttowajlOO  acr^s,  50  broke  and  fenced  and  a  house 
on  it.  but  T  did  not*  like  the  place  for  it  had  the  milk  sick 
on  it  -  T  could  take  a  claim  there  if  T  could  content  my  self 
long  enough  to  cultivate  it.  -  it  is  between  TTncle  Samuel's  and 
mud  creek.  t  should  like  to  know  hov;  that  triel  went  of  Hr 
Hoopers  and  T'r  Feils.  T  should  like  to  know  hov;  Vr  Fully  Or  ??  ) 
hoteljadv  gets  along  together,  tell  George  Rinere  to  come  out 
here-  he  can  make  money  faster  here  than  there.  T  should  Iks 
like  to  know/  who  waits  on  the™  girls  on  the  hill  there.  I  should 
like  to  be  waiting  on  them  very  well.  T  want  you  to  write  right 
away  before  I  go  away.  I  guess  you  have  time  to  write  to  me.  I 
vent  to  see  a  girl  here-  T  could  have  rune  a  noos^  in  a  grape 
vine  an^  snared  her  eyes-  but  the  called  her  pop  eyed  Susan-  that 
is  the  time  T  ran  against  the  fence  when  T  come  home.  She  has  to 
shut  her  eyes  to  get  her  breath.  I  have  nothing  more  at  present. 

Hiram  Frumfield. 


(11) 


February  29th  1952  --  Fountain  County, fllnd. 


* 


Dear  Hephev::  T  embrace  the  present  opportunity  to  inform  you 
that  we  ere  all  well  at  present  hopeing  these  few  lines  may 
raa  finds  you  all  en .joying  the  same  blessing,  he  received  •  leter 
fro"'  you  dated  -T?n.  31st  1952.  You  spoke  of  writ h  riteing  two 
letters  to  mD  previous  to  the  one  you  last  rote  me-them  Inters 
t  never  rot,  neither  ’mve  T  ever  heard  that  your  brother  -Tohn 
was  dead  untill  receiving  vour  last  letter.  T  see  from  your 
letter  that  vour  brother  Hiram  ?s  working  at  V/illiamsporte 
that  is  about  twenty  n  *_$es  from  here-  *r  frequently  mo  to  markt t 
at  Attica  two  miles  from  where  he  lives-  T  would  be  very  glad  6o 


vasjsc 


o  near  attics 


T  f.’nin’, 


lainK 


.t  ica . 


see  Hiram  and  if  T  had  known  that  hi 

I  should  have  went  ~ n d  seerjhim  the  last  'time  I  v;  s  in 
Concerning  aunt^etsy  fravert  -  she  lives  in  laport  County  Indiana 
and  we  -direct  letters  for  her  to  laport  town  -  i/e  have  not  heard 
f reajher  x’or  some  years  and  we  hsr'e  neglected  riteing  to  her.  he 
have  not  heard  from  7/our  uncle  Hohn  grear  since  last.  June.  I  have 
rote  hi™  twice  since  then  but  I  Have  got  no  answer  yet-v  e 
sometimes  fear  that  something  has  happened  him-  his  oldest  boy 
Oliver  lives  with  ufe  yet  and  *Tohn  used  frequently  Come  see  us* 
and  often  rite  and  now:  he  has  cult  both  end.  for  what  cause  we 
cant  Tell--  no’”  concerning  my  own  circumstances  -  I  am  some  in 
debt  but  T  h°Tre  enough  com  in  a  to  me  to  pay  all  but  about  fifty 
dollar? —  mv  beelth  as  mood  as  common  except  the  Rheumatism  in 
mv  left  h  *p  and  lag  with  vh ~ ch  T  a™  cons  Iderably  affect Ed  afflicted 
so  -T  c^n  only  sit  a  few  minutes  at  a  time  to  rite —  we  nave 
a  ^au rhter  born  11th  of  Cctober  last-  we  call  her  name  Amanda- 
sooke  of  out  th  * s  wav  —  v*e  would  be  clad  to  s oe 

you  co™e-  T  think  sr>rno  of  seling  mv  farm-  T  ask  a  thousand 
dollars  for  it  an'3  ?t  'is  cheap  at  the  nr  Ice  -  this  is  a  flourishing 


County  An' 


have  no  doubt  that  you  would  like  lit 


vou  com  here- 


rQ  hove  plank  roads  now  which  is 


mr-eat  benefit  to  this  part 


of  the  countrv-  ve  can  haul  double  the  amount  of  produce  .at  a  load 


o 
f  h 


1"* 


use* 


t,o  ha' ’l  •  'vh e 1 1  is  50cts  per-  bushal  com  —  v  cts  po Tf. 


. 

. 

■ 


/?/■•) 'har- 
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brought  $3.75  qnd  $4.00  per  hundred.  I  shal  now  close  my  letter 
please  to  answer  this  letter  soon  as  convenient  .  Let  your 
father  and  mother  read  this,  to  whom,  with  the  rest  of  inquiring 
f riendsjwe  send  our  best  respects,  and  no  more  but  we  remain  yours 
affectionately. 

^George  Fisher  and  Elizabeth  Fisher  to  Strother 
Brumfield  and  wife. 

N.B.  Direct  to  Elizabeth  Fravert,  La  Porte  Post  Office,  LaporteC 
Tnd.  v  h*  If  swVer  hr  Sarah  Qj-rb,  ff'j  rn/fher. 

*  C7cc  F/iher  ™  <*- 

Williamsport,  May  3rd  -  1852. 

Dear  Brother:  I  received  yours  on  the  18th  of  April  and 

was  glad  to  hear  of  your  good  health.  T  am  well  at  present  anf£. 
have  hired  out  to  work  for  Harvey  Lincoln  for  14  per  month.  You 
wanted  me  to  come  and  work  for  you.  I  was  sorry  I  could  not  come. 

- —  Hiram  Brumfield, 


Co. , 
12. 


Yours  until  death 


13. 


(rhb 


/! 


Dear  Brother,: 
are  all  in  common 


take  my  pen  inhand  to  inform  you  you  that 
health  at  present  with  the  exception  of 
afflicted  with  rumities  and  Lizy  is  subject 


we 


to 


rebecka  is  some 
the  head  ache. 

There  is  about  six  families  of  usjthat  wos  rf.  flicted  this  last 
winter  with  small  psx  v/hich  was  the  'cause  of  three  death  we  lest 
arthei^by  the  dezease  he  died  on  the  first  of  I.Iarch  aged  twelve 
years,  one  month  and  nine  days  Joseph  lost  the  site  of  his 
right  I  there  was  a  pock  mark  came  near  the  site  and  couse  Ccauxe) 
h is  T  to  bust  and  it  run  some  but  has  held  sum  but  the  scar  of 
the  pock  is  over  the  site  of  the  I  that  prevents  him  from  seeing  • 


out  of  that  I — 
brother  William 
on  fathers  book 
two  dollars  and 
rush  crick--  if 
to  $  200.00  when 


time  are  dul  here —  we  still  have  a  very  wet  spring— 
has  Drown  (?)  of  the  charges  that  was  against  me 
and  I  find  there  was  a  property  charge  of  fifty 
29  cents  when  I  should  have  live  with  you  on 
I  remember  right  father  told  me  he  had  helpt  me 
T  live  with  you -  I  will  stat  down  as  I  see  A 


in  the  with  dat  in  will  and  letter-- 


1828  to  pair  oxons  - 

to  one  ax 

to  15  light  sash- 
9  pains  glas 
May  to  one  cow  and  calf 

1829  to  8  pounds  wool 

1830  to  one  hog 

hole  amount 


$ 

35 

1 

1. 

Q 


2 


C 

00 

00 

79 

50 

00 

00 


T  want  you  to  rite  whether 
father  did  give  you  anney  cash 
or  not  on  my  account--  if  he 
state  the  mount  with  date  as 
near  as  you  can  and  the  grai 
steer  that  we  had  worken  of 


_ _  father's  whether  it  was  broke 

52  29  to  work  for  father  or  to  be 

charge--  if  charge  hoo  to--y 

my  reasins  for  wishing  you  to  rite  to  me  on  this  subjec  it  father 
told  me  that  he  helpt  me  to  $200.00  when  I  live  with  him  here  on  the 
place  and  if  T  am  not  mistaken  it  was  while  I  was  with  you  on  rush 
crick  and  that  he  loud  to  go  against  my  work  Ik dun  for  him  over 

21 -  but  William  says  he  sees  no  credit  given  for  work  and  sais 

his  layier  tells  him  that  there  is  no  other  chan&if  to  favor  me 
tharvfor  me  to  lay  in  my  claim  for  v?ages  when  step  mothers  Dower 
will  be  ready  to  divide  and  get  the  airs  to  concent  to  my  claim 
— now  if  father  has  let  you  have  ancash  on  my  account  that  is  not 
charge  against  me  I  want  to  have  the  amount  of  it  and  present  it 
with  lily  claim —  rite  to  me  as  soon  as  you  can. 

Samuel  Brumfield 

Direct  your  letter  to  Mishagan  Post  Office,  Levingston  County, 

Stat  of  Tllanois. 


— 


— 


■ 

!  v;- 


- 

■■ 


'■*  • 
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S, 


I  want  your  concent  to  my  claim  of  two  hundred  dollars  on  Fathers 
estate'for  labor  I  dun  for  Father  over  21  rite  it  in  your  letter 
and  ri^te  to  brother  William  yo'T  consent  to  my  claimfor  v;ages  and 
state  in  your  letter  to  william  the  amount  of  all  the  cash  and 
property  that  you  are  serten  that  Father  helpt  me  to  while  T  live 
v/ 1th  you  on  nosh  crick  and  that  T  will  settle  up  tp 

Fr  Jesse  Frumfield 
Winchester  Post  Off  ice 
Randolph  County 


New  Michigan  Pfs  June  13 


Stat  of  Indiana. 


5. 


14. 


Seotm  11  1862. 


Dear  brother  T  take  my  pen  In  hand  to  inform  you  that  we  are  in 
c  ominpealth  at  present  hopeing  that  these  lines  find  yoi/all  well 
there  is  sum  chill  and  fever  in  our  naborhood  I  wrote  to  you 
sum  time  ago  snd  got  no  answer  I  want  you  to  rite  me  answer  as 
soon  as  you  can  an$,  state  how  much  you  can  remember  of  Fathers 
helping  me  to  while  r  live  on  Rush  Crek  It  run  in  my  mind  that 
you  told  me  that  Father  gave  you  sum  money  for  me  when  I  live  with 
you  0T?  ri?sh  Crek  when  I  move  back  to  Fathers  he  told  me  that 
h  e  nad  given  me  two  hundred  dollars  If  ray  memory  serve  me  r  ite 
while  T  live  with  voR  on  rush  crekjantf  that  he  said  was  to  stand 
against  the  work  !  don  for  him  over  twenty  one  but  I  cant  make 
out  aoout  -  i j  ty  dollars  and  twenty  nine  cen&s  r  receive  in 

property  while  T  live  with  you  and  brother  william  state  in  his 
letter  l-ey.-sr  to  me  that  he  found  no  credit  in  Fathers  looks  given 
:;*? -iT?f,lao?r  -s?  nere  is  two  hundred  dollars  I  am  out  of  pocket 

saisnis  lawyer  tell  him  that  he  dos  not  se  anny  other  chanc 

tnei+h'n^r  7‘e  "^°  Lay  ln  my  chaisG  and  get  the  airs  to 
+  IV;  to.Lt  against  step  motners  dower  shall  be  ready  to  divide 

thincrith«,taTroT,  ^is  wo^1f  sea,T1  rQther  unjust  an  unreasanble 

t  in,: jfch<tt  ..  o.noulQ  wait  not  knowing  how  long  when  through  mis- 

J  ortu”9  'vay  or  other  there  was  no  credit  given  me  but  will 

remark  mat  ve  all  more  or  Xless  govern  by  two  spirits  as  we  ye^la 

sencee^-i^wnCe  and  fG  T  haVG  ial?oureo  in  great  deal  of  f fiction 
y  i  '  S^'  ®  C0'lJ  to  state  of  illa.no  is  and  have  been  driven 

mvs eP t.°.ovrer  dao  m-V  hodly  strength  to  the  injury  of 
plv'Vck  a  rr,0''‘‘  °n®.  fovce  01  reason  that  the  airs  shoudd 

ShSt  "i  ^a?nis  Ze--**  ?X-erterS  of  Fath*r  <«>«****« 


■hoov  +r,  M-n*’  '  ~  So  I  wish  you  as  one  to 

ba2£  ™  L  bJJy0'lr  part  for  T  want  t0  of(f)  bis  note 
s  end  iti6  s,  lGttsr  £is  soon  s. s  you  can  * 

Samuel  Drum! ield 


pay 

and 


Pjamin-alSO  by  Sivsn  O)  in  a  rongfi  fore,  has  caused 

t  he  a  Is  shoniaM-6  -n°rf  ;.n*n  *as  j’Jstly  coding  to  them  which  all 
T  1  at  ,®  ®  PJ  tnere  part  to  (?)  as  T  calcalatle  to  dollt. 

It  William  requesting  him  to  make  out 

r  rt  a  te_  all  tne  mestsKes  made  arc  rec+ifinp  Poni^nn'-n  „  -i  „ 

rsiecfto  LeiS  ?ay  Jck  de  part  to  make  up  his  ^onney 
lpt^r°to  irj.a  fYe  days  aiK-  h  injand  me  will  send  a 

i-  to  the  rest  oi  tne  airs  to  rit  to  william  to  rr^ke  out 

aX-aiiJbM!  iake  t0  «P  our  monney  and  Len  as  soon 

s  L  the  amount  to  V&I tter? ?X  /til  Ilf pay*f  cf to^iiila^ ^ ^ 

sublet?  S  I  Nite  t0  «:-Uiah  on  this  ^ 

pat  in  and  give  me  credit"!  V.s Hite  I  PaV''  38  faSt  as  th®  aIrs 


— 


•• 


.  y 


s. 


Letters  from  the  Brumfield  Family  - 

(14)  Cont. 

Let  me  no  whtther  there  is  army  thin  more  don  with  Uncle  estate(  this 
would  be  Thomas  Brumfield  of  Centerville  TFd .  ) 

A  5  1/6 

IT ew  Michigan  Ill,  Sept  21-5. 

Ur  Jesse  Brumfield  ,  Winchester,  Randolph  Co.,  Tnd. 


15. 


Warren  Co  Tnd.,  bet  20ih  1852. 


Dear  brother/ T  improve  the  present  opportunity  of  writing  a  few 
lines  to  you  to  let  you  mow  how  T  am  getting  along  I  am  well 
at  this  time  but  T  have  had  one  spell  of  the  fever  and  ague  about 
two  months  but  am  now  tolerable  well  and  takexthESSv  hope  these 
few  lines  may  f:nd  you  in  good  health  H e^jijth  is  generally  good 

in  this  county  Crops  of  corn  ’rs  light  V/heat  was  good  price  of 
pork  was  $5.50  Pork  buyers  is  offering  to  engage  at  that,  Corn 
is  vmrth  4Cp  wheat  is  6 2a-  I  was  at  lafayet  last  week  and  found 
willits  all  well  but  William  and  he  v:as  gone  to  Clncinnatia  to 
see  some  of  his  connect iorJand  it  is  not  likely  that  he  will  be  in 
there  soon  -  I  have  not  been  down  to  see  Uncle  George  yet  -me  I 
dont  know  that  I  shall  go  soon  T  am  busy  at  work  I  expect  to  cere 
in  there  this  winter  -’f  nothing  prevents  me  and  I  would  li^e  to 
see  you  all  very  well  at  this  x.  ime  but  circumstances  will  not 
admit  of  it  at  present  but  if  we  never  meat  each  other  again  on 
earth  may  v;e  all  be  so  happy  as  to  meet  in  heaven  where  parting 
will  be  no  more  forever.  ^  was  very  much  surprised  to  hear  of 
Ur  Jesse  Brumfield  V/eden  and  I  should  love  to  know  how  he  is  getgng 
along  but  nevertheless  T  wish  him  all  the  joy  immaginable 
thumping  luck  and  big  children  so  my  paper  is  short  But  I  am  yours 
with  respect.  H.(Tram)  Brumfield. 

(  On  back  of  15) 

Kr  Strother  rrrf  l eld  and  wife  I  am  well  at  this  time  and  hope 
you  and  family  enjoy  the  same  blessing  Uy  wife  departed  this 
life  Aug.  +.he  29th  1852  I  would  love  to  se  all  my  old  acquaintaces 
in  that  County  again  but  it  appears  that  I  cant  enjoy  that  privealige. 
nowTell  my  friends  that  I  respect  them  all  yet  so  no  more 
at  present  tut  remain  yours  truly, 

Curtiz  J.  ^eals. 

Hiram  ^rumfield  - Strother  Brumfield ,  S.L.  S  Brumfield. 

(Appended  below)  George  Fisher  ,  Hill  (?)  , Fountain  Co  la. 

16 .  Eaton,  Larch  11  1853. 

Ur  S.  Brumfield  Please  collect  the  amount  of  Isaiah  Rogers  note 
and  pay  Stacy  Rainer  two  dollars  and  oblige (he  will  give  you  the 
note.)  Joseph  B.  Hills. 

And  pay  for  my  lot  also  and  take  up  rny  note  of  Ur  Hoi isterpnd  the 
remainder  send  tc  m.eSc  soon  as  you  collect  itknd  as  soon  as  I  write 
to  you  about  it  Pay  hirr(T.  Regers)  for  helping  me  to  the  burg. 

J.^.U ills . 


. ~  wt 


r;. 


' 


■ 


»•.  ; 


I 
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17. 


Dellass  County,  Adell  Iowa  Lay  27  12c3 

?/rLLairv,eir'n%rei»nt^oil-rL+1tfter  a  fatiguing  journey^ 

same  blessing  we  found  very  bad ‘boad^thronrt^t^e1  f?Jo¥lnS  the 
crossed  the  wabash  on  the  sieond  day  of  may  fnd  U  be^LL 
that  oay  and  rained  on  us  ten  days  and  kni£b+ 


water  was  all 


nar;  so  that  we 


le 
v:e 

•o^->  -o  rain& 

.  H43  fJUS‘ iCs  nand  running  the 

there  was  no  fcridgesknd ’our "houses  anJjohph1-  %“S  rivers  where  6~ 
down  so  that  we  had  'to  double  teems  once  apie^  , 
morning-  ln,adelttn  *  l»t«  cabin  an^ex 
know  b5t  .  hat0"6  6npt:/  Wa^  to  look  - 


epn  Slaughters  mired  ca 
ce  We  have  unloaded 
.  expect  to  start  mondy 
or  land  to  enter  but  do  not 


most  of  the  c^unt-rv  in  »L  +  a'L  c  cl±±  we-L-L  Pleased  with 

another  horse  'on  Se  Sang^olne  Vive^in  IT  fr2a<2  buy 
was  so  bad  that  v/e  could°not  o*^t  ii  in -+,1  1n°. lse  xCr  tne  r°ads 

killing  them  v.e  tSrne^  ou/oLri  g  *ltn  ?  ^orsee  without 

and  Crawfordsville  on  account  of  the  r”inl‘hat  ^ iaw»opelas 

v:e  stayed  with  george  fisher  «?at  +  P^fv  • K  li  meri  we  startdd \ 
Fishers  buried  one  of^heir  chi  ^  Y  knight  after  we  left  hoirieH 
of  the  family  is wellF  f  1  s?2e  norths  ago  the  rest 

h  e  will  try  to  lome  with  you  to  iSS  lo  fal1 

your  letter  to  Adel  Ihm®00?  ??  yo,!  Set  this  letter _ fat 

f eed  cost  $16-22  orovisinn!  3°?} 1 ° ss  c?untL  T2™a*  ™y  hor 
at  25  c  pr  bushel  W  ~!ing  V^'?s  toles  $4.32  we  get  corn 

selves  we  ~ot  corn  on  the  road ^rw hi  l\oxlr 

let  me  know  whether  yo-’  have  found  -2  50  c  per 

if  you  have  sold  the  little  vl°on"or  not  Tl  or.n°£  and 

on  monday  the  16th  at  >vri  in-PnlL  *  ^  T  copssea  the  aissippi 

burlington  that  kn ight  and  b^°h '”lSiay?d.  inLhe  edS®  of 
weighed  30  -sounds  which  made  «SJtL  fl8?.  fT  35  cents  that 

ns  and  for  Joseph  Slaughters  far  ’  1-/1] soF  f?r  all  of 

on  the  49th  and  slafp  th'bt  w/  '7  also  I  finsm  this  letter 
not  much  rain  since  w-  Inf  ^^e  a  very  rainy  day  tut  that 

ffVcL-WlaSri/lJ.  t o 6 1 ry 6 1 o Sge F t n ^ s ora e °co rn^ ° ^ 

u,  if  1/%*^  winadoPwelie  ^ 

nothing  more  at  present  J  e±1 

Jesse  prumf ield 
To  Strother  Brumfield 


direct 
’s  e 
here 


18. 


I'-O 
.  1 


July  the  9th  -  1853. 

S t ro th e r  Brumfield: 

tToal 7frilni!dfll2  ;E"cy  the  opportunity  allowed  at  present  of  writing 
vlhh  2=  U  relatives  as  you  may  apprehend.  '  g 

aL'ses  T  su  Lse20”  7  g00?.at  preEsnt  *'th  the  exception  of  which 

i  ■  f  e  iT0  a  v;oI'king  of  the  optic  nerve  prarie  countrvs 

t®  nar-  o.i  the  eyes  01  them  that  are  not  accustomed  to  them  eso»caliv 

ii  they  are  naturally  weak.  The  rest  are  well  in  bocv  hut lot  It  V 

neighbors!'11  f°r  d issattsfact  ion  prevails  among  us  and  our 

•n*chaLat^^dleLt"?at -y0U  rr0t6  t0  father  this  evening  and  was 
Twilfe^r  t%°  fulfil  %%**£? °f  fath6r 
h  s  •  Father  will  write  also  and  when ‘you  rece  ive"  Toth'  fetters t0 


^ - 


* 


•  • 


' 

;v  i  **  if 
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'  #  r  * 

preuse  them  and  see  how  they  compare  with  each  other.  We  have  six 
acres  of  corn  knee  high  pretty  hard  to  teat  for  its  age  and  chance 
Eleven  acres  of  sod  corn  tut  the  prospect  appears  dull  probably  it 
will  do  pretty  v/ell  yet.  V/e  have  beautiful  garde  n  coming  on- 
radishes  large  enough  to  eat--  some  have  beans  and  peas  and  potatoes 
in  abundance  to  eat--  cabbage  as  large  as  my  hand  Land  is  good 
and  fertile  here  timber  is  not  so  good  as  I  would  like  but  that 
is  altogether  owing  to  the  fancy  of  Different  persons  some  will 
be  well  pleased  where  others  are  not.  With  respect  to  your  request 
relating  to  the  selling  of  the  waggon  and  horses  I  can  hardly  decide 
that  is  as  I  view  it  but  my  council  is  for  you  to  come  prepared  t to 
do  either  way  you  choose  that  is  if  you  intend  to  buy  *  you  could 
and  if  not  no  harm  Done 

Fathers  rill  seat  is  not  as  good  as  was  supposed  it  was  There  is 
plenty  of  skinners  to  be  found  here  I'r  moore  the  man  ve  bought 
our  claim  of  has  a  very  corrupt  (eloreter  ?$  We  relied  too  much 
or  his  ©w—kis.  word  not  yet  knowing  him  rnd  somewhat  green  ourselves 
he  swindled  Father  out  of  considerable  money  ■  -times  are  hard  here 
as  is  tne  case  in  all  now  countries  A  man  has  no  business  here 
Without  money  clothing  <s  high  and  v.^t  little  a  man  raises  he 
has  to  sell  low  tnat  is  our  reaction  so  you  may  judge  for  vourse.lf 
do  not  sell  out  until  yon  come  and  see  for  yourself  then  if "  you 
sell  and  get  dissatisfied  you  could  blame  no  one  but  yourself 
concerning  the  buying  of  claims  and  the  conveniences  of  situations 

.  r  .  1>l  ■?  T  T  1  _  1  H  a.  \ _ _  _ 


Fy  land  does 
an  d  r  s  1  v  in  ^ 
T  find  rrysel 
improve  v  itt 
satisfied  xv 


n 

ot 

e  •»  t 

it 

e 

no 

t  know 

ing  v 

on 
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r-> 

i  * 
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v.o 

rd 
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strong 

ers 
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w  i 
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f  prar 
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rescue 

s  itu 

o  v> 
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U7  ^ 
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T 

have  f 

inall, 

r 

t,  p 

£  t 

f 

h 

o 

re 

and  th 

e  lan 

here  the  1 


v;  e  r 


and 


T  made  a  night  entry  and  now 


Ion  Sarah  is  no  better 
t/  concluded  that  It  is 


wrong 


will  probably  ro  bac^  with  you  if  such  be  the  case~  T  want  to  go 

by  Joseph  millers  and  cooper  someCre"1)  before  7  go  on  out  if  wages 
is  good  there  T  !jr«ar  Father  will  chance  hard  times  here  for°you 
knov;  he  is  not  able  to  work  much  and  Stanton  is  not  large  enough  to 
do  much  yet  and  hands  is  scarce  and  when  he  gets  one  it  will  take 
the  dimes  pretty  fast  to  pay#  him. 

T  lost  forty  or  fifty  dollars  somewhere  on  the  road. 

(T  done  this  writing  at  Fr  Slaughters) 

,T  apprehan(g)  bother  brumfield  will  be  dissatisfied  if  Sarah  ~o£a 
bac.<  with  you  for  she  would  find  it  load  enough  if  the  children 
..ere  all  here  to.^e  ner  .Joseph  Slaughter  is  well  pleased  with  his 


situation  he  talks  of  work  in  =* 


0 


this  winter  at  his  trace 


tnere  is  a  good  site  of  suppose  there  for  him  . 

J  ?i‘  "°+“  v‘ry  v-<?n  posted  (?>  for  writing  I  will  taring  my  letter 

Tn  respect  to  the  price  of  produce  in  case  of  being  cn  the  public 
roac  is  arene  rally  good  but  as  it  happened  we  got  a  distant 
oitnaao:*  m,  I  fear  it  will  remain  so  for  a  considerable  time 

hisSey^si-ht  (?  1S  bett9r  than  he  *as  ~ut  rj0  hoPes  of  regaining 


a:ve  my  respects 
- nd  about  the  su' 
neighbors 


to  hi ram 


and  all  the  rest  of  the  folks  around 


•curding  neighborhood  friends  as  well  as 


•James  F.  "Tolcroft 
Strother  Brumfield. 
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Copy  o f  letter  dated  .1853-7-11  from  Jesse  Frumfteia  in  Iowa 


to  his  son  Strhther  in  Randolph  Co  Tnd . 


July  11th  -  1353--  DallisjCo  Iowa 


Dear  Son: 

„„„  $'e  received  your  letter  on  the  ninth  of  this  month  and 

are  rtao  to  near  -hat  you  are  all  well.  We  are  all  well  hope  Inga 
.  au  these  lew  lines  may  find  you  enjoying  the  same  blessing.  I 

cl5inl  on  reaver  Creek  one  half  mile  from  the  north 
line  of  Dalliss  ^o.  T  gave  one  hundred  and  fifteen  or  sixteen 

“  hali  action  but  t  only  entered 


,  .  •TaTnes("Tolcroft)  entered  three  forties.  Tis  timber  ls  Door 

th?re  vas  a  *■**  n'lx  haRC‘v  he  could  make  out  with  his 
timber.  n  money  is  nearly  gone.  Tell  mother  to  save  ail  the 

«*  trihg  it  along, and  I  want  to  clhecLah  the 


m  on 


that 


iUch'aels  and'bf’aJ®  and  bring  it  along  .  Tell  Jarret, "sater, 

tl 1  vR..  "hy  E  t^t  T  neec  money  very  bad  and  that  it  would 
be  a  very  great  accomodation  to  me/Lf  .they  would  n?v  r  +  Tr 

can  get  the  wheat  .threshed  in  tiJ  I  want  yon  to  sen\.  sLrf 

lLy?"  ??f’  trin5  the  money  along  with  you.  Flour  is  ihlel 
and  four  oollars  a  nnndred  here. 


of 


Ly  claim  has  about  1? 
is  a  cabcen  on  it.  Six  acres  v.as 
been  tended.  We  got  six  acres  of  corn  and 
J*  t,jt  the  other  looks 


the 

h.Vi 


vas  planted.  vVe  landed  on  our  place  on 

PlaT1+*^g  com  on  the  fourxn . 
the  seed  Unemhp  ??*  f?ur  acres  of  sod  broke 

August.  ’  Ky1  sod  break  'ngVoq+'f- ,^Q1+e  "~s  .atout  tne  miacie  of 
T  bought  a  cow  and  calf  ^  ^  dollars  besides  the  boarding. 

spilte  tits  or  T  would  have  paid  25^0^1  nr- 12PS  +  °r  them*  she  has 
is  very  high  here  and  scarce^10  ^  collar*,  ^  or  toem.  Cattle 


1"  acres  under  fence  and  there 
broke  once  and  part  of  it  had 

ten  acres  of  sod  broke, 
well  for  the  time  it 
second  day  of  June 
and  finishes  on  the 
for  wheat  if  I  can  get 
the  middle  of 


Slaughters.  They°am°?ii  v-*ii  ST^n  F °on‘Tomf'  todaV  from  Joseoh 
acres  of  timber  for '2  50  dollars  P  gla^n^r  bought  forty' 
up  coon  river  fro-  - -i  -If.T'ff  d^.ls  tnrGe  or  four  mil 


6  S 


up  coon  river  fro-  Adel  'v&  >,o,r~  ~~  ^  xuui  iuijj 

twenty  eight  m^'l^s  tr»  t?0-.+  -Lies  uo  Acel  and  about 

K other  can  fetch  for  me?  *<>»**  that  you  and 

of  In  a  l  an  a  anc  got  it  tryefby'  th»  tester*  °-.°P°  *nd  State  Eahk 
money  get  it  in  the-  banks.  Y  "  tes  er’  anc  own  paper 


the 


,  I  will  now  d esc^^Vp  + v  -•  0 

c\ahnces  of  getting  land^--  t*-^-  ^  Y  aS  nsar  as  T  can 


hard  to  f  ind  ^ood  t  imbp^a^ ^^^ber  is  so  scarce  th 
without  buying  claims  lar,d  .together,  that 


is  so  scarce  that  it 


and 


V>  J_  i/ 


nout 


LS 


cla  ims . 


t ’mber  be  for*  the  "lard  c^Q?*°+JC  claims  up  ali  the  best  land": 
hard  to  get  a  4oc  cboic"  "--^!0  "*rcet(r?rket)  which  makef  U 
claim  and  sett 1»  on <°  Tfter'tf 1  '"P”3  c,laims«  or  taking  a 
ready  .at  the  day  of  theianp  ~l  ??  _rfS  t  coe^IW  thra  ^  sure  to  bc 
here  with  plenty  of  money  can *o  that  core 

here  wants,  to  sell  anc  ^  +  V11*  'iGr“  ls  a  Cood  manv  oe-c'1e 
./  •'  -h'.lea  at  -he  rapid!  £*“  «*  Oregon.  Cur  nearest  riu 

There  dam  has  been  brok*  cpv™?  29sm-oinep  :l^s?  in  Coon  Co  : 

eevsril  vonihs  so  they?.couldfno?  g?!nd  tia ay. 


is  to  enter 


— 
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Lut  they  want  to  mend  thare  dam  as  soon  as  the  water  goes  down. 


James (Holcroft )  lost  his  pocket  hook  or  it  was  stole.  TIe 
says  there  was  forty  or  fifty- dollars  in  it  and  fifty  or  sixty  cilia 

an'*  had 

_  S 

ee ing  it  since.  He  thinks  he  might  Gf 


his 


in  notes.  He  had  his  pocket  hook 
his  coat  in  the  saddle  hags.  He  took  hi 
and  does  not  recollect  of 


c  + 


ine  coat  pocx 
coat  out  at  leorge 


la  i  - 


cov;n  and  forgot 


had  his  pocket  took  out  at  ^ishers  and 
If  you  coem  hy  Fishers  ask  them  if  they  found  the  pocket  hook  and 
if  they  found  it  bring  it  -long  with  you.  You  wanted  to  know 
whether  you  could  trade  your  horses  and  my  waggon  for  land  or  not. 
I  do  not  think  that  you  could  very  well  and  if  you  could  it  would 
not  he  the  test  lor  if  you  conic,  it  would  cost  you  too  jguch  to  4?’ 
go  home  hy  water.  .  Tf  you  think  theJlittle  wagon  will  stand  it  to 
come  out  *n  you  can  have  it  to  go  home  In  agahi.  I  f  you  like  tee 
country  and  wnat  to  move  out  spoon  you  may  have  the  wagon  that 
that  T  moved  out  in  and  T  will  keep  the  little  wagon  ha^re. 


— *u  + 


y  011  ou 
the  farthest 


Tf  you  count 
to  start  the 


on  coming  by 


n 


/1  • 

f  rs 


eerge  F ishers  and 


'ospeh  Fills 


of  Angus +  or  the  middle  of  August  at 
r  it  will  .take  you  some  time  to  lock  for  land  and 


the  weather  will  he  cold  and  oisagreab&l  before  you  could  get 
home  again,  if  you  are  too  late  in  starting.  Tf  you  come  through 
Fort  Des  Heines  then  inquire  for  Snotgrasses  mill  which  is  six  miles 
nortnof  the  Fort  on  Beatfar  Creek.  Thegn  inquire  for  Heriesses  $ 
Crove  on  Heaver  xx  at  Moores  settlement.  Tf  you  hit  the  right 
road  after  you  leave  Heriesses  trove  you  will  not  come  to  any 
place  for  fifteen  miles  and  that  will  he  my  nearest  neighbor  close 
b  v  the  south  end  of  "Try  land.  Tn — qu  ire  cf  him  to  mr 


nouse . 


r-r  ^ 


can  get  a  good  plain  gun  that  will  run  about  75  to  a  100  bullets 
to  the  pound  get  it  and  bring  it  along  if  you  can.  Deer  and  Elk 
is  plenty  here.  Write  us  if  you  can  and  let  us  know  how  soon  you 
can  start.  Cut*  love  to  you  all. 

Direct  your  letters  to  Adel,  Dallas  County  Iov.a. 
Nothing  more  at  present. 

Jesse  Brumfield. 


/ou 


July  11  the  1853 

20. 

Dear  Uncle  Jesse. 


Ottowa(Ul)  October  1st  1253. 


of  my  fat  he 


I  take  up  my  pen  to  write  you  sorrowful  news, the  dehth 
and  mother.  They  moved  to  the  State  of  Texas  on  Anril 


last  r  were  sick  from  the  time  they  started  until  this  tk 


V 


lue. 

004-  -U  -  -t> 


dear  Fat ner. died  on  the  ]£th  of  June  I  my  Mother  on  the  28th  of 
only.  Tt.  is  very  hard  to  realize  that  my  dear  parents  are  Buried 
in  a  strange  land,  ihat^T  shall  never  see  them  again:  and  that  m^ 


knocked  about  at  the 


poor  little  brothers  and  sisters  have  been  knock 
mercy  01  s t range rs/f or  nearly  six  montnes,  for  my  lamented  patents 
•  ere  totally  helpless  when  they  were  w  ith  them.  Fy  husband  'would 
nave  gone  before  now  and  brought  the  children  home  but  no  one  dares 
travel  down  the  river  on  account  of  the  yellow  fever  in  New  Orleans, 
until  cold  weather.  I  am.  anxious  to  get  the  children  home,  as  they 
.are  very  had  there,  and  also  from  another  reason  ,  which  is  that 
the  lavers  are  wasting  what  little  monev  they  lave,  which  the 
children  are  too  young  to  know  how  to  take  care  of.  They  will  not 
have  enough  to  bring  them  back  I  am  afraid.  I  just  got-  a  letter 

yesterday  \n  which  hey  stated  they  had  only  forty  dollars 
leitj.ro'”  the  lawyers  hands  ,  they  also  inform  me  that  they  had 
received  a -letter  from  Tndiana,  which  was  sent  on  from  here  &  thit 
some  person,  but  I  could  notmake  out  who  had  a  sum  of  money  from 
Grandfather's  (David  Brumfield)  estate,  belonging  to  Fatner. 


. 


_ 


_ 
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I  think  you  are  the  person  which  they  meant.  .If  you  are  not  the 
one  that  holds  the  money,  T  teg  of  you  as  a  great  favor  to  find  out 
as  soon  as  you  receive  this  ,  who  does  hold  it?  also  to  get  it 
changed  into  good  passable  bills  and  send  to  Ottawa  to  Andrew 
Anderson, which  is  my  husbands  name.  T  must  again): eg  of  you  to  do 
this  amed iately/as  it  will  be  late  in  the  fall  before  we  get  it.  Pc 
T  scarcely  need  to  tell  you  that  the  money  is  all  Andrew  will  have 
to  bring  the  children  home  with.  Father  took  $  500.00  dollars  in 
gold  with  him  to  Texas  p-  now  there  is  not  any  left  to  bring  the 
poor  orphans  back  home  again  .  Write  also  if  that  sum  of  money 
which  Father  brought  from  Ohio  last  spring,  for  his  uncle  <?-  which 
+  he  heirs  by  mistake  set  down  to  his  account,  is  to  be  sent  &  also 
if  there  will  be  any  more  coming  to  the  children  from  Grandfather 
Brumfields  estate.  r  would  not  ask  these  questions  now  but  it 
is  necessary  to  know  right  away;  otherwise  I  am  afraid  the  Children 
will  not  got  home  this  fall.  Andrew  is  gone  to  Chicago  Pr  T  thought 
when  T  received  the  Childrens  letter  ,  that  it  v.as  best  to  write  g 
right  away,  as  T  dont  aspect  him  home  for  two  weeks  .  Write  soon 
as  you  get  this  end  let  me  know  if  you  are  all  well,  and  also  if 
Hiram  is  married  yet  or  not.  Write  also  if  you  please  nov;  cousin 
Elizabeth  does,  <%  likewise  the  rest  of  the  family.  Give  ny  best  love 
*  o  them  all  d-  tell  them  that  we,  Andrew,  my  self  and  our  little 
girl  are  well. 

*r  have  nothing  more  to  write  except  to  teg  of  youVto  write 
us.  A  letter  from  you  now  and  then  would  be  very  welcome  to  us .  I 
do  not  jfknow  whether  von  1  ;ve  near  Centerville  yet  or  not,  but  I 
will  direct  this  to  Thomas  G.  Noble  who  T  remember  lived  in  Centerville 
to  be  sent  to  you.  T  hope  you  receive  and  answer  shortly.  Pr  do  your 
best  if  ycu  please  to  do  us  such  a  favor, to  have  the  money  sent  on 
as  soon  as  possible.  r  now  I  must  bring  my  tedious  letter  to  a 
close  by  bidding  you  farewell. 


v  Yours  Affectionately, 

Sarah  Jane  Anderson. 

"Father"  referred  to  in  the  above  letter  is  Benjamin  Brumfield, 
brother  to  Jesse  ^mmfield. 


21. 


Janurary  the  21st  1S54. 
Saturday  evning,  Vary  cold 


(Your  letter  came  from  Fort  Des  I'd  ns 
in  13  days  to  Bloomingsport) 


Dear  Father  and  t'other: 

’.V e  received  your  letter  day  before  yesterday,  the  19th, 
and  was  very  glad  to  hear  from  you  all  we  had  been  watching  the  pos' 
office  for  some  weeks  past  and  on  the  l^th  inst  Harriett  received 
a  letter  fro"1  Sarah  P  and  also  one  for  Hiram  from  stanton  on  the 
19th.  TVe  are  scry  to  hear  of  Sarah  and  James  bad  luck  He  are  all 
well  at  present  and  hoping  these  few  lines  may  find  you  all 
enjoying  the  same,  one  of  Gods  hie? sings 


generally  well  at  present  Louisa  never  got  shot  o: 
the  first  of  this  month  Sharloti  S^ith  is  better 


The  neighbors  are 


rgs  os  cead 


de"d  Morris 
where  V.  at  con  Slaughter 


he  ague  till 

rs  *  ■4rT*s  ■+• 

*  . J  -  i  ,4  *  L gj  1  i  U 


IS 


C  t  ry  tv«  » 


c;v,  +he  man  that  lived  about 
end  he  died  down  at  Eaton  Ohio 

ado  the 

ore  yesterday  for  Erwin  Baldwins  child  about  five 
-  it  died  with  fits.  I  hove  paid  up  all  your  debts 


..ve 


coffin  day  v 
4-  old 


mor  ns 

v. 


and  they  hauled  him  home  end  buried  him  at  Winchester  made  -tv 


re.  Gottorn.  Hill is  Daily  and  your  taxes  two.  your  taxes  was 


$12. SS 


r 

. 
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Anthony  Lay  could  not  pay  me  for  yon 


Sunday  morning;  the  22nd.  _  .  ..  -  - 

at  Christmas  and  Fate  “‘ranson  got  vary  impatient  and  lib  came  up 
the  money  and  said  they  must  nave  icr  btuart  Cox  was  in  and 
v, 'anted  his  money.  T  told  lit  that  Antnony  nay  would  pay  it  as 
soon  as  he  sold  his  nogs  and  furtncr  i  told  ner  T  wouiu  -ring  the 
money  down  as  soon  as  Anthony  Way  paid  it  to  sne  sa^C  tne  old 

woman  rra  ns  on  told  ner  that  I  never  wculc  pay  t.ne  money ?  that  you 
had  not  done  right  with  lib  etc  and  found  of  (?)  you  tnat  you 
showed  partiality  end  helped  the  rest  of  us  rcors-rtoiiper  lit 
wanted  me  to  borrow  the  money  for  she  dreaded  to  go  nome  wit  pout  it 
and  T  told  h~r  T  could  n^t  do  that  Fate  v.as  to  sulky  to  ask 
word  about  it.  X  will  now  state  that  T  went  to  Anthony  .<ay  on  w:e 
Qth  day  of  January  1854 (and  said  he  you  are  .just  in  time  tne  tank 
•?  s  op pp  he  said  he  sold  his  hogs  at  Richmond  and  got  home  on  Friday 
evening  darn  the  6th  inst.  )  Re  paid  me  the  t*  o  hundred  dollars 
that  was  cue.  on  the  25tn  of  Dec.  1853  T  went  right  from  Anthony 
Ways  to  Nathan  Bransons  and  he  was  not  at  home  so  T  waitec  ^  or  am  ^ 
till  nearly  knight  and  T  did  not  get  to  see  him  at  all  that  day  and 
Lark  r tennis  came  in.  lib  said  T  might  as  well  pay  her  the  money 
and  T  told  her  no  I  must  have  a  receipt  from  Nate  and  told  tnem  ^ 
had  the  money  ready  and  did  not  want  to  come  down  again  anc^li-. 
she  could  sign  the  receint  and  they  all  said  thao  i  ate  woulo  s  ign 
It  to.  and  finally  I  give  Elizabeth  the  money  3100. CO  and  she  sign 
her  name  to  the  receipt  of  $100.00.  Lark  Nicnols  helped  me  to  count 
the  money  over  for  them.  T  told  Nark  Nichols  how  it  was  that  T  was 
to  pay  or  give  Nathan  Branson  $100.00  for  you  T  thought  there  \. oudd 
be  no'  difficulty  about  the  matter  and  Nark  Nichols  allowed  it  would 
be  alright  so  the  old  woman  said  if  Nate  would  not  sign  the  receipt 
t  should  have  the  money  back  again  and  on  them  conditions  I  let  them, 
have  the  money  on  the  9th  day  of  January  1854  and  I  went  down  to 
Nates  on  the  17th  to  get  him  to  sign  the  rect.  I  thought  i  had  l&t 
the  time  slip  long  enough  and  Nathan  Branson  said  he  would  not  sign 
the  rect.  and  he  did  not  sign  it  at|all  he  acted  tne  rascal  vary 
much  he  then  wrote  a  receipt  of  his  own  make  handed  it  to  me. and 
gathered  the  receipt  up  that  i  had  got  from  lib  and  throw ed  it  in 
the  fire  right  bef ogre  my  eveo(Niram  was  along  and  seen  it  ali)^I 
snatched  it  oufcof  the  fire  before  it  got  burned  T  told  him  that 
kind  of  work  would  not  do  me  at  all  he  said  you  told  nim  you  would 
give  lib  3100.00  at  Christmas  but  you  never  promised  him  one  cent. 

_  ...  .  -  .  • ^  i?  t  ^  M  m  a.  T">  v> .  f  i  a!  .-I  C  a  n 


he  wrote  his  receipt  in  this 


wa¬ 


rn  e  c  e  1  v e d  of  Jesse  r'rumfield  Sen. 


by  the  hand  of  Strother  Brumfield  one  hundred  dollars  in  full  of 
all  demands  January  17th  1854 

N.  Branson 

'he  o^e  T  have  from  Elizabeth  Pranson  reads  thus 


form . 


Tms  is  his 

Received  fro"1 


Jesse  ^rumfield  Sen.  by  the  hand  of  Stronger 


Brumfield  one  hundred  dollars  this  9th  day  of  January  1-54. 

'hen  her  name  to  it.  _  ^  _ 

went  jiou  to  charge  this  one  hundred  dollars  to  Hat  nan  rranson 


so  as  to 


t  safe  he  is  a  grand  rascal  then  send  me  word  back 
thet  you  have  charged  it  and  vhat  you  think  about  the  matter  etc. 

lib  says  irou  promised  her  $60*00  next  Christmas  and  if  you  neve 

-  ••  —  1 -  *4-  —  +  ^  Bransons 


an1’  more  money  Xo  give  lib 
hands . 


v. 


take  his  receipt 


you  had  better  keep  it  out  of 
Strother  Brumfield. 

at  all 


i  did  n' 

(Pack  page, same  letter) 
this  is  the  coldest  weather  we  have  had. 

t  v  ant  you  Jesse  -r.mfield  to  take  charge  of  my  land 
County  Towa  and  see  that  the  t imfebr  is  not  destroyed. 


in  Dallas 


this  23rd  of  January  1854. 


Strother  Brumfield. 


16 
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_  Con t ( 3rd  p) 

You  can  prosecute  Fores  for  making  their  threats  and  bind  them 
over  to  keep  the  peace.  Strother  Brumfield 


What  is  .Tames (Holcraft)  at  work  at  in  the  fort  tell  himji  wart 


himto  write  to  me  and  the  rest  of  us 


T  will  try  to  sell  that 


cow  and  calf  as  soon  as  I  can  write  as  soon  as  you  get  (this) 


(T  will  send  you  twenty  seven  dollars  in  the  next  letter  next  ra  il 

my  respects  to  you  all 
remain  your  affectionate  son 
Strother  nrumfield. 


2. 


Jan  nary  29th  125^ 

Sun da~  evening 

Dear  Father  and  T'other: 

T  take  this  opportunity  to  Inform  you  that  we  are  all  well 
at  present  and  hoping  these  few  lines  may  find  you  all  enjoying  the 
same  blessing,  when  you  get  this  letter  give  me  cr  on  the  receipts 
for  the  money  that  T  have  collected  for  you  give  me  cr  on  Isaiah 
Ellis's  receipt  in  full  that  was  due  last  Christmas  he  paid  his 
note  off  there  was  interest  off  for  the  $557  that  T  brought 

out  to  youwhich  left  $26.36  Anthony  Way  nas  paid  his  note  off 
that  was  cue  last  Christmas  which  was  $  200.00.  John  R  Kirkling 
has  paid  one  of  the  sail  not^s  off  which  was 
T  paid  all  your  debts  here  that  t  know  of 


3.60 


FI  izabet - 

100.00 

The  Cottom  note 

50.00 

The  Willis  note 

25.00 

The  Bally  note 

16.00 

and  your  taxes 

*  12. S3 

$222.26 

202.28 

202.28 

$  26.98 

l  find  Inclosed 

in  this  letter 

twenty  seve 

(Back  of  the  same  letter) 

T  cant  sell  that  cow  till  she 
a p r i  1  v; ithout  a  rare  chance. 


Strother  Brumfield 
Jes se  Brumfield. 


-o 


has  a  calf 


hat  will  be  the  last  of 


fur  county  house  has  burned  to  ashes  it  burnt  down  last  Wednesday 
the  25th  between  11  and  1  oclock  in  the  day/it  caught  by  the  stove 
flew  is  there  good  tillable(or  good  timber  what  kind  of  timber) 

land  on  the  eighty  acres  that  you  bought  that  has  the  mill  site  on 


what  was  your  idea  in  buying  ow/lns  out  have  you  mcuh  prospect  o. 


selling  where  you  now  live.  i  dent  think  1  can  let  you  have  any 
money  T  bad  to  let  H i ram  have  all  the  money  that  i  have  to  spare 
and  more  for  i  have  let  my  own  (d)ribs  cf  debts  gejso  as  to  let  kx>:x 
him  have  the  money  to  pay  on  the  place  he  bought  of  Zurnmer  I  think 
i  told  yen  in  my  first  letter  that  he  had  beu“ht  Zimmer  out  for 
$2C0.0CTIarper  get  him  into  it  with  the  promise  of  helping  him 

p  ay  in g  for  I t  bu  t  the  cog  i s  c  e  ^  d  n ow  h i s  ch ic k e  n 
come  back  on  him  and  now  T  have  had  to  lend  Hiram  money 
and  go  without  myself  i  have  let  him  have  245. CO  Stephen 

Ballard,  has  paid  his  payment  all  to  $35.00  'what  would  my  land  «ira- 


s crape  nas 


Old  Th 


bring  in  Iowa 
Tov.af'he  .  f ore  part  o 
his  respects  to  y ou 
soon  as  you 


Abshire  says  he  will  be  out  t 


could  my  lane 
c  see  you 


next  summer  if  nothing  happens  him  he 


sends 


Cf  c  + 


+h  ? « 

-  a  .  ij 


11  be  nas 
letxer  nothin 
Yours 


one  To-va  fever  vary  much  write 


mor 


at  present  but  remain 
3 +  zb  th  e  r  Bm  m  field. 


^ee  fi/s  0  f  •  y  t  ^ 


. 


, 


.  . 
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22 


April  Both  1°FA 
Dallas  County  Tow; 


Dear  S^n 


we  received  yonr  letter  on  the  20th  inst  Dated  march 


o n+ 1_  nor/  jriben  marc 

}?*1:  T!  ?T^rl:d.t0  haar  ?ro-yov  all  tut  sorrow  to  hear 


that  I  .ns  ia  is  sick  aga  in  T  wrote  yon  a  letter  on  the  12th  of 


?7  '"a0  v’e  received  yonr  letter  thatjhad  the 

2  7  dollars  m  it  ano  that  ve  got  the  27  dollars  I  alsJo  stated 

that  if  yon  had  any  money  in  for  me  to  keep  it  till  the  sail 
notes  was  due  and  then  Collect  the  sail  money  as  fast  as  yon  can 
when  yon  get  eighty  or  a  hundred  dollars  of  my  money  collected 
ta^e  the  money  and  go  to  richmond  bank  and  get  a  check  on  some 
nok  m  the  City  of  new  vork  and  send  the  check  to  me  in  a  letter 

Thf1  "L:rntv  cannot  get  any  more  soon  take  ihke 

'he  eighty  dollars  and  get  a  check  and  send  it  to  me  I  vant  to 

pay  °.f  my  land  warrant  that  I  got  to  save  forty  acres  of  owens 
Claim  jy  P^v  .ng  it  tefore/it  is  dne  T  get  tan  prc  redncted  ofCO 
nntil  it  ’s  Dne  we  are  only  in  moderate  health  hoprin-^  von 
ar°  ^  ^ood  healthfthere  is  a  g-od  eal  of  sickness  in  the  fort 
an^  was  all  winter  an^  a  great  many  deaths  moore  bnrypd  * 
one  of  his  sons  2  weeks  ago  yesterday  prodnee  is  abort  the" 


same  here  it  v;as  last  fall  ‘  t  traded  my  gm  for  a^one  horse 


wagon  and  t  gave  two  dollars  and  25  cants  to  boot 
was  well  last  friday  morning  and  are  doing  v/ell 
Direct  yonr  letters  to  the  fort  nothing  more  at  present 

Jesse  Brumfield. 


James  and  Sarah 


— 


■--**  r  . . - 
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17. 


!/'y  /?ear  Cos  ine 


April  2th  -  1354 


Ill  take  my  pen  (in)  hand  to  inform  yon  that  I  am 
v-  ell  at  present  hoping  "these  few  lines  find  yon  all  in.joying  the 
same  7  am  twenty  two  miles  from  home  T  am  doing  hanse  work  tfol) 
Mrs  West  Vv  West  keeps  the  station  hose  at  ton  ilea  on  the 
Illinois  S antral  Railroad  12  miles  south  of  pe(0)ria  I  resive  a 
letter  from  my  brother  the  third  of  april  tha(t)  tere  all  well  he 
said  that  he  had  receive  a  letter  from  you  that  vou  had  got  home 
from  iowa  and  that  you  were  sick  all  the  time  that  you  were  goun 
he  said  that  your  house  got  burnt  while  you  were  goun 


Cousin  anderson  went  to  tezas  last  fall  for  uncle 
benjamin  children  he  got  home  the  middle  of  febuary  last  and 
fetch  the  children  with  him  tha  are  all  well(porath  *? )  at  present 


I’y  respecs 
nn^  let  me  know  howr  yen 
point  republic k 


to  you  all  t  v.ount  you 
all  ar  direct  to  lasal 

D innah  Prumf ield 
liza  Brumfield 
strather  Prumf ield 


to  write  to  me 
countv  Illinois 


24. 


Fay  9.th  1354. 


Dear  Father  i  take  this  present  opportunity  to  inform  you  that 
v/e  are  not  well  at  this  time  Ioulsa  has  the  ague  yet  off  and  on 
ruas  had  it  all  this  spring  by  spells  the  rest  of  the  folks  are 
generally  well.  hoping  these  few  lines  mav  (find)  vou  all  well 

Hirams  wife  has  a  daughter  born  the  24th  of  April  and"  on  the  24th 

of  ^pril  about  4  oclock  in  the  morning  his  house  caught  fire  and 
burned  down  he  lost  all  his  meat  lard  flour  and  all  his  kitchen 
things  stove  ec  he  got  his  clothing  pretty  much  all  out  and 

bed.  mg  and  cupboard  all  out  he  had  all  the  barrels  that  vou  left  & 

at  my  house  and  half  a  tareel  of  salt  burnt  They  are  at  Harpersri 
now  Hiram  is  vary  much  out  of  heart  .  my  object'  in  writing  this 
letter  is  that  i  have  placed  in  the  hands  of  Thomas  Ward  Firhty 
of  .Your  moneyjtof  e  delivered  to  you  or  James  Hole  raft"  in 
I  "J1!  Co*  T°v;a  l^omas  Ward  and  Dm  Y/ay  is  going  to  the 

5°  *  *  rr)  a  fev;  daPs  he  if  nothing  happens  to  him 

+  w 2+  J°  tnes  about  the  first  of  June  or  somewhere  about 

tn  .t  time  i  thought  it  would  be  better  to  send  the  money  by  h^m  afld 
iess  expense  and  cheaper  than  to  go  to  Richmond  and  get  a  check 
so  i  had  barly  345. OC  of  the  salehony  collected  and  when  i  heard  he 

na^eCTuDT1fhp°^Port  Lou?e?  1  tl/rae<3  out  and  borrowed  335.00  to 
+  p  0  i  have  ta.<en  his  receipt  for  the  money  i  offered 

to  pay  him  for  taking  the  money  to  you  but  he  would  not  have 
any  thing  when  you*  receive  the  money  from  him  you  give  him  a 

thlS  !J1  that  ls  riecessar>r  i  telieve  yet  i  was  sfrxmost 
airaid  to  send  contrary  to  your  orders  but  1  think  it  will  &o  safe. 

15  money  is  somewhat  scarce  wheat  is  said  to 

7  *Vshel  in  Winchester  corn  30  cts  potatoes  75  cts 

flour  -.>10.00  l bl  and  land  is  raising  here  an  din  as  ris  vary  much 
since  yon  left  Indiana  is  now  from  15  toT5  and  30  Dollars 

per  acre  this  is  the  first  i  have  wrote  to  yon  any  time  about 
lend  h^re  i  toink  your  land  v:ill  bring  3  1500.00  in  good  D.ayments 
and  mav  be  cash  down  Joseph  Willis  and  Steve  Pallard  was  looking 
at  it  the  other 
not  be  behind  th 
was  to  write  to 


Y>t 


'■  down  Joseph  Willis  and  Steve  Pallard  was  looking 
day  and  1  t nought  r would  write  this  so  yon  would 
'he  times  in  sotting  a^on  it  if  some  person  els  .was  to 
>  you  about  it  Jonh  Sylvester  asks  31000  for  his 


. 

' 
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place  40  acres  it  has  been  vary  cold  wet  backward  spring  wheat 
in  the  ground  dont  look  like  it  would  average  five  bushels  to  the 
acre  here 


Fay  10th  ?ronday  evening 

i  have  been  so  busy  i  could  not  finish  this  till  now  i  have  been 
planting  my  com  today  and  will  finish  tomorrow  if  nothing  happens 
T  am  not  working  out  any  yet  Johnathan  Hutchens  sent  me  word' yes¬ 
terday  that  he  had  a  job  for  me  in  Williamsburg  of  five  or  six 
hundred  dollars  but  Louisa  kept  so  poorly  i  dont  know  whether  i  cantf 
go  or  notHoloster  was  telling  me  the  other  day  that  this  same  JohnaShan 
Hutchens  'said  he  had  an  account  a  store  bill  against  you  but  i  dont 
knov;  how  much  i  want  to  go  down  and  see  some  of  these  days  about  it 
but  i  think  there  is  someth  ing  wrong  about  it  someway  i*  have  about 
7-J  acres  of  com  in  i  have  poled  in  my  garden  but  still  i  want  to 
go  to  Iowa  have  not  hard  from  Joseph  for  some  time  Stanton  v/rite  me 
a  letter  and  tell  us  about  affairs  in  Iowa  my  respeits  to  you  all 
no  more  at  present. 

To  Jesse  ^mmfield  Strother  Brumfield 


coming  on 


Father  write  soon  we  want  to  hear  how  Tov.a  is 


James  i  would  like  to  hear  from  you  and  Sarah  some  of  these 
times  .  i  was  by  your  mothers  yesterday  they  ware  all  well  and  the 
girls  in  fine  spirits  is  there  ary  newspaper  printed  in  Fort  Des 
moines  if  there  is  and  it  is  worth  anyth ingand  if  yop  feel  lixe 
send  me  and  T  will  send  you  tne  Winchester  dollar  Hmplem  it  " 
would  suit  me  to  read  some  about  Iowa  sometimes  write  soon  it  is 
10  oclock  time  for  me  10  go  xo  bed. 

Strother  brum$*ield. 


25. 


May  26xh  1854. 


Cousins  T  take  this  oppartunixy  to  inform  you  xhat  T  am 
veil  at  present  hope  on at  these  few  lins  Will  find  you  injoying 
tne  sxmsx  biasing  T  ras  not  at  hone  when  yonr  letter  came  I  d  id 

letX?VU1  th9  (v)  0+J  mother  received  your 

letter  the  last  ox  iebrary  X  an  very  sorrow  to  hear  of  your 


sickness  s4 eknese;  you  had' while  you 


in  I  am  at  my  sis ter (man?) 


n  i  ,,  t/  v  O  -  ■  tA-ii  u  u  ILLY  O  L  O  v  C . 

r"  Cooper  she  was  taken  sick  taw  weeks  ago  and  sent*  for  me  she  has 

got  a  yang  san( young  son)  tne  23  he  Weighed  10  pands  onev  hav^ 
not  (named  v  )  him  yet  Margaret  ann  is  gating  quit  smart"  a  gan 
tne  rest  oi  tne  lamily  is  all  well 

' other  and  Joseph  was  over  today  they  was  all  well  T  should  like 
to  ca  '  out  ano  see  you  tnis  fall  cam  out  as  j  other  thinks  she 

laJ-l  T  nou  Km  cam  but  T  an  deturman 
some  time  n  I  live  my  respect  to  you  an 

Strouher  Brumfield 
Lou  is  a  Hrunr i eld 


v ill  gano  uo  Ohio  this 
to  can;  out  and  see  vou 
Diannah  Brumrield 


pies^s  oi  My  Dresses. 

Hiram  I  should  be  pleas  to  have  you  and  your  wife  to  com  oudL  and 
you  neigh  5ia  at  home  oe  Caus  you  are  a  marred  man  When 


;ee 


T  get  marred  T  am  com  out  oo  see 


soon  met  will  be 
noth  nor  at  present 


you  Lrn  T  can  not  oeil  vou  how 


:  :  ; 
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26.  7-4-1354. 


My  dear  Brother:  T  improve  the  present  opportunity  of  writing 

a  few  lines.  'Ye  are  all  well  hoping  Loose  lew  lines  may  i  mu  yo^ 
enjoying  the  same  blesing.  we  went  to  a  selabration  Saturday  last 
the  sons  of  temperance  marched  it  was  at  Huntsville  we  had  a  good 
lecture  on  temperance  com  and  oats  looks  well  there  is  not 
wheat  enough  for  bread  it  has  been  injured  by  the  fly  and  freezes 
in  the  spring  andtaow  the  wevle  and  rust  we  will  have  25 
bushels 

William  Cook  has  sold  for  $20.00  and  acre  and  Elisha  Cook  has 
sold  for  the  same  wood  land  is  $  10.00  and  acre.  improved 

farm  land  $  15.00  to  $  30.00  -  has  sold  for  3  25.00  per  acre 

- all/coming  out  here  this  fall  Plasant  Pals  has  been  trying 

to  sell  1  T  expect  T  expect  we  w-11  all  come  out  in  a  year  or 
two  T  expect  to  cut  wheat  tomorrow  dock  you  must  send  a  lots 
of  letters  for  I  would  like  to  hear  from  you  all  once  a  week 
and  that  will  learn  you  how  to  write  wheat  has  been  $2.00  a  bushel 
but  it  is  85  cents  now  it  is  2  0cl8ck  and  raining  hariot  is 
spinning  John  is  walking  around  the  table  he  has  to  hold  to  it  to 
keep  from  falling  Nathan  and  Elizabeth  was  well  the  last  account 
the  rest  ofthe  folks  are  well  when  you  write  write  about  all 
T  would  like  to  know  how  much  corn  have  you  in  1  want  you  to  tell 
me  all  about  matters  and  things 


V/e  have  young  potatoes  to  eat  there  was  two  apples  on  your 
orchard  this  year  many  blossoms  Martha  Jane  you  must  write  me 
some  next  time  Mother  has  4C  lbs  of  wool  sold’  30  lbs  got  the 
rest  carded  Father  T  cant  get  the  rest  of  that  money  till  after 
harvest  I  would  like  to  know  if  T  can  sow  wheat  bx  this  fall  on 
this  place  or  not  lard  is  8  cts  per  pound  butter  do  cheese  do 
eggs  five  cebts  per  dozen  James  Blanket  got  his  leg  broke  Eli 
Me  Naab  has  deceased 

No  more  at  present  but  remain  yours  trily 


Jesse  Brumfield  to 

Stanton  J.  ^rumfield 

July  the  15th 

Tf  Father  wants  to  sell  his  place  I  expect  there  would  be  a 
good  chance  Johnjcan  walk. 


Aug.  27  1554 


Dear  Cousins  I  take  my  pen  in  hand  to  inform  you  of  our  health 

Motheijhas  been  very  sick  with  the  bilious  fever  she  is  abel  to 

ga  afbat  gain  I  have  had  the  chik(chill)  since  last  Wednesday 
am  abel  to  be  up  every  morning  till  ten  oclock  the  rest  ar 
all  well  we  wear  all  over  to  M  Cooper  too  v;eeks  ago  except  father 
tha  wear  all  well  then  and  v;e  have  not  herd  fror<?  them  since  cousin 
Sarah  Jane  Anderson  war  out  to  see  us  two  weeks  go  fromhttawa 
staid  a  week  witt  us  she  well  and  all  the  rest  of  the  children 
is  well  George  Brumfield  died  in  California  with  the  small 
pocks  las  t  fall  T  receive  your  letter  in  aug  ust  our  mail  had 
stapat  fn  july  th  start  agin  you  writ  that  louisa  had  a  son  and 

Could  not  find  a  name  for  him  and  want  that  T  should  send  him  one 

I  dant  haw  that  naw  wher  T  can  send  him  one  to  pleas  you 

but  t  will  send  kfoo  you  one  call  him  William  for  lander  T  would 
be  glad  to  cum  out  an  d  see  you  all  fall  but  ixxsxjskdLx  as  (lirt  ?) 
is  sickly-  (lealer  ?)  nott  T  am  a  frad  to  ga  on  the  cars  hirara 
T  want  you  to  kiss  the  baby  for  me  T  should  like  to  see  h^ram 
pence  he  has  gat  bee  father  I  am  bound  to  cam 


— 


?  . 

' 


_ 


'umn.f  ield  7am  lly  Letter? 


19.'.; 


2  7a. 


A  lVr 


HI 


-.rci 


-t’i  1 -?Sr 


; . 


A  Dear  Core;  ■\r. 

T  take  this  o  ?oortur  i+,r 


o’ 


an  over  "n''r  ',our  le+ter  which  T  rece  h.-.-jg 


fl  3te'’  Febuary  2nd  and  wa?  "lad  to  hear  fro*"  yon  '■'  e  are  all  v.ell 
a+  u resent  and  hope  +  hsse  few  lines  nay  find  yon  all  enjoying  the 
sane  state  of  heal  th.  it  is  a  vary  pleasant  day  and  the  snow  is 
r  o  ins:  away  very  fastjlachel  T  have  keen  six  s le  ighr  id  ing  this  v.  intrr 
and  Elizabeth  Ann  and  Ann  Eliza  to.  we  went  with  Hymen  Short 


Eeorge 


:rov n  and  Oliver  1  'clfnanand  Sarah  Yvhistler  and  Dianna  Co. 


anc  fancy  Ellen  flack  and  Elizabeth  Ann  and  ana  Eliza  and  t  are 
coin'.'  to  schooleverv  day  T  expect  a  visitor  today 
Chacey  and  re  will  have  high  times  T  tell  von  Crand; 


j  .ary 

■/ 

l  trier 


'  ,  ri  s, 
' x :  j 


LS 


’ell  uncle  Strother 


ormot  us  Father  wrote  two  betters  and  has  got  no 
ve  •"’ant  to  ret  a  letter  bad  from  then.  V.e  hoped  that 


painc  to  come  home  as  soon  as  the  river  breaks 
that  he  has  T',"xv 

anm'ier  yet 

when  ve  rot  your  letter  that  ve  would  hear  from  all  and  instead  of 
that  ve  did  not  hear  fra"-  none  but  uncle  Strother  and  grandfather 
t  on  asked,  grandfather  v.heather  he  had  eat  any  tig  fish  yet  and  r'^- 
can  tell  von  mighty  quick  about  that  for  he  has  eat  half  a  dozen 
of  them  tell  grandmother  she  is  very  afraid  of  falling  dovn  and 
breaking  her  nose.  T  read  in  the  pictorial  history  of  the  united 
states,  there  Was  a  young  man  died  here  l^st  week  it  was  aunt 
Rachel  be  bnhan  son  and  r  was  to  the  funeral,  tell  grandmother 
that  she  had  better  prepar  for  to  come  out  h«re  for  grandfather 
is  com  in  qr  out  there  after  her  to  come  and  he  is  going  to  bring  h«r 


n  ere  >n  the  carnage  for  T  am  most  dead  to  see  her  and  tell  uncle 


a  a  t  v.  e  will  loo  k  f  o  r  th  e  m 


s  ocn 


the 


-yram  and  Aunt  Elizabeth 

r  iver  breaks  op^n  for  mother  wants  to  see  that  baby  the  worst  kind 
tell  uncle  Strother  that  he  need  not  look  for  a  letter  till  we  get 
one^from  rhem  .  Clifton  has  got  a  little  horse  on  a  wagon  and  he 
says  he  is  romg  to  give  them  to  s  ippo(Sc  ipio)vhen  he  comesfhere 
T  would  like  to  see  von  Rachel  and  v  would*  like  to  see  liti?le 
S ippo  ana  little  Johney  and  little  T'ary  Jane  tell  uncle  Jesse 
nrumfield  that  we  guess  he  has  forgot  ns  or  less  he  would  writs, 
to  us  ''.ell  aunt  Sallv|and  aunt  betsy  T'other  says  she  is  very  well 
satisfied.  h~r(e)  when  we  get  fixed  after  .a  vhileWe  will  have  a 
neat  little  plncdhere  and  a  neat  little  garden  to  'we  had  our  "door 
vard  so  full  of*  Hovers  that  v.e  could  not  stco  any  where  without 
stepping  on  flowers  all  kinds  o  T  tell  vou*  aunt  betsy  if  yon 
seen  tne  town  of  Albany  yon  could  not  look  at  old  Socumm  agan  OHo 
the  steam  boats  in  the  s-mmer  blowing  it  would  make  you  sick  and* 

Our  love 


ringing  their  belles 
a  ffect innate  Cons  in 


o  all  r  remain  vonr 

Sarah  r.  I* (ills)  to  Rachel  J  Ranter 


. 
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27  Cont. 
out  end  see  you 
present  Mother 


all  some  time  before  long 
sends  her  respects  yoxiall 

Diannah  Brumfield 
hiram  Brumfield 
Strother  Brumfield 
this  pink  is  a  piece  of  my  dress 
this  purpel  piece  is  a  liza  dress  •'7 

this  blue  piece  is  Margaret  Ann  drees  „ 


if  T  live  Noth  more  at 


25. 


April  10th  1885  Polk  Co  Iowa-  Fort  Des  Moines 


Bear  Son  T  got  to  the  Fort  on  the  4  of  April  and  found  James 

•and  his  family  well  I  am  veil  myself  at  present  T  entered  you 
120  acres  of  land  the  40  vest  of  James  and  the  South  80  of  the 
Northwest  \  of  section  3  it  could  not  be  entered  north  and  south 
on  account  of  the  fractions  Could  not  be  devided  I  thought  it  was 
better  to  take  the  South  80  than  to  take  the  north  fractions 
Sylvesters  and  Slaughters  are  v/c-ll  Joseph  Slaughters  wife  has  twins 
they  are  both  boys  The  people  are  generally  well  here  I  got  to 
Joseph  Mi ills es  on  Satterday  evening  after  I  got  home  they  ware 
all  well  except  Colds  it  v.fas  very  cold  weather  while  I  was  at 
Josephs  and  has  been  verry  cool  weather  ever  s  ince  Jacob  Mills 
started  home  on  wensday  after  T  got  to  Josephs  and  I  started  on  to 
Iowa  the  same  day  Sarah  has  a  daughter  it  is  over  two  months  old 

is  adaline  f ranees  Sarah  says  she  would  sooner  live  here 
to  live  in  indiana  they  are  entering  land  every  day  in  the 
a  great  many  people  on  the  hunt  of  land  all  the  time  I 

if  1  dont  get  into  work  anser 
I  have  left  James  can  take  your 


its  name 
now  than 
Fort  and 

expect  to  start  home  in  a  few  days 
these  lines  as  soon  as  you  Can  if 


letter  out  Direct  your 
Nothing  more  at  present. 


letter  to  fort  Demoine  Polk  County  Iowa 

Jesse  Brumfield 


29.  Albany (Til)  July  2nd  1855. 

To  our  friends  and  for  our  friends 

We  are  all  well  at  present  T  have  had  the  ague  4  days  in  sucession 

and  worked  part  of  the  time  Clifton  is  very  stout  and  rugged  and 
the  rest  of  the  family  have  been  very  well  This  season  there  will 
be  very  good  crops  here)t his  season  the  wheat  is  nearly  ready  for 
harvest  w€  have  a  very  good  garden though  the  best  of  it  is  not 
matured  yet  but  coming  on  nicely  v;e  have  Potatoes  as  large  as  hens 
eggs  We  have  had  plenty  of  fish  until  within  a  week  or  two  T 
hav c/not  had  time  to  take  any  Now  T  must  say  that  T  received  a 
letter  from  you  and  Father  and  also  one  from  Isaiah  and  Rebecca 
sine  T  have  written  There  have  been  some  exciting  circumstances 
o ecu ring  last  week  our  Sawyer  got  his  wright  hand  sawed  off 
between  his  thumb  and  fingers  and  a  boy  shot  an  Indian  boy  through 
the  wrist  with  a  rifle  and  a  man  got  bit  with  a  rattle  saxks  snake 
and  is  very  bad  and  2  or  3  more  exkkx  of  miner  importance  Late 
in  July  we  have  a  very  good  garden  this  season  we  have  had  potatoes 
all  this  month  all  garden  vegetables  plenty  escept  onions  Lumber 
is  very  high  the  prices  range  from  $20.00  to  $35.00  dollars  per 
lOOOfeet  the  cause  is  that  there  has  not  been  but  a  very  little 
rise  in  the  riverthis  Saeason  T  will  here  give  you  some  of  the 
prices  of  produce  wheat  $1,55  per  bushel  corn  10  cts  oats  50 
potatoes (new)  $1.00Flower  $5.00  per  hundred  weight  corn  meal  2 
bacon  hams  10  shoulders Sppickle  pork  clear  9  eg"s  has  not  been 
less  than  10  cts  per  dozerijuilk  n^w  lOcts  per  quart)labour  (common) 
$1.00  to  $1 . 2 5c arp en t e r s  as  high  as  $  2. 50 (Star  working) 


'  • 


. 

JS 


?eld  Ja~  -i  lv  Letters  -  010a . 

2_<^4  Sunday  T'oming,  “5a  11  as  Co  ro.,  Pay  27th  1355. 


Pespected  Friend 

t  have  come  to  the  conclusion  to  fulfill  some  oi  my  promises  to 
write  to  write  to  my  friends  end  let  them  know  of  cur  welfare  and 
h  0V:  v:e  are  get+.  in?  a  lorn?  we  are  enjoying  good  health  except 


C  anandra(? ) 


has  had  some  shakes  of  the  ague  lately  tut  the  chills 


an^  fe'rer  has  left  her  she  has  a  tad  cough  tut  is  still  on  the 
mend  we  fer-l  in  hopes  that  the  Tllinois  ague  will  leave  her,  for 
mv  own  oart  t  have  tetter  health  and  are  able  to  do  more  hard  work 
than  T  have  for  several  years  T  have  made  some  rail  and  hauled 
enough  and  fence'’  17  acres  and  plowed  and  planted  six  acres  last 


^ears  breaking 


T  have  croKe  5  acres 


5  acres  sod  and  nave  5  acres  more  to 
break  and  slant  T  break  an  acre  per  day  with  three  horses  I 
have  lost  my  mare  which  is  a  great  help  to  me  hats  on  and  ne  have 

joined  teams  he  breaks  a  while  then  me  turn  and  turn  about  I 
would  have  had  set  out  an  orchard  if  T  had  ground  plowed  in  the 
right  place  There  is  drafted  fruit  trees  here  plenty  at  710 
nor  hundred  'r  hmm  set  out  ten  of  choice  fruit  v;e  are  well 
s at  defied  with  this  country  we  had  three  light  snows  and  one 
rain  last  winter  and  no  mud  we  have  had  but  three  or  four  rains 

that  would  have  wet  a  person  since  v.e  have  been  here  One  in 
Oct-  one  in  Jan  -  and  one  in  April/  day  before  yesterday  we  had 
a  beautiful  shower  and  h- s  be°n  showery  ever  since  this  morning 
cleared  up  fine  and  everything  looks  beautiful  it  would  be  useless 
f^r  me  to  attempt  to  give  a  description  of  this  prairie/  country 
in  th^  sprin< 


the 


ire  r> 


m  u  e  n 

*  o 


DT 


+ 


no 'ana 

pr  i 


er  thnr 

t  Is  true  that  t  '  ..  . « 

v.'  as  ecu^Uv  d  "v ' d  v-d 

in  +he  prairie  far  fra.; 
v  ill  eat  or  destroy  it 
a  gaorl  fence  so  all  the 


will  .just  say  that  this  country  is  a  as 
as  Indiana  is  over  poor  old  IT.  Caroline 
scarce  but  there  Is  enough  for  all  if  it 
those  alone  the  timber  can  make  fence  those 
(timber)  can  hedge  With  osage  orange  nothing 
in  three  or  four  years  they  will  have 
timber  they  will  need  will  be  for  building 
and  fire  wood  one  gre a  "^advantage  there  is  plenty  of  stone  coal 
In  this  section  of  the  country  which  is  much  cheaper  than  wood  add 
some  sav  better  T  cannot  dispute  it  the  soil  "'ill  yield  more  grain 
of  all  an  anv  kind,  by  one  third  than  in  “nd  Inna  with  one  third  less 
work  (vour  father  know?  as  much  or  more  of  this  country  than  7  do 
so  I  will  write  no 
anv  mo xx  one  find  with 


more  on  that  subject 


t  r”  e  +  h  e  v  |  n  d 
s-’itrv  as  In  'no  tan 
h  ?re  fo’v  J"he  lop 


blow? 

-n  t  _ 

o 


aarc 


at  su Eject  all  tae  fault  r  hace  h< 
is  count  jo/  Is  the  v  ind  blows  to  hard 
t  Is  cool  dry  and  brac  ing  not  h at  da  p 


am 
t  s 

j  LO 

■'  n  d 


'.x  ll  ins  not  rained,  more  there  than  it  ha: 


ntns  ne 


It  breaks  uo  mello'  and  ^ o  1st 
grow  In  v  raoldlv  so  ^'ith  garden 


ground  could  not  be  plowed 
corn  came  no  in  s  ix  days  and 


fjpn  O 

^  v.-  J  7  C 

.  v.w..  ^  —v.  -rything  else  the 

grass  is  from,  half  leg  to  knee  high  and  cattle  have  shaded  off 
and  look  slick  and  uour  out  milk  by  the  pails  full  an  I  butter 
accordingly  and  oeople  say  this  spring  was  later  than  common  1 
ha  y?  beared  that  'Villi,  am.  Cook  did*  not  like  the  country  and  dis¬ 
couraged  some  from  owning  I  v  in  tell  what  he  told  me  I  told 


would  not 


h  i^  to  t«ll  Stacy  ha  Inter  that  T  liked  this  country  i.n  1 
give  the  lark3  r  had  bought  for  his  and  all  between  there  and 
winchester  for  me  t~  live  on  (  and  my  mind  is  not  altered  yet) 
he  says  John  Joan  find  no  fault  wttn  your  country  it  is  a  delightful 
country  onlv  th®re  Is  no  market  nbv  T  am  authorized  to  sav" 
that  there  is  a  market  for  anythin"'  anybody  has  t a  sell  at  a  fair 

selling  at  ad  el  for  20  lb  eggs  10  this 


once 


fitter  has 


s  or  mg 
Oats  20 

po 


t  at  of  ?, 

':h  : 
no 


(at  the  fort  (Oesma  ines  )  butter  30  ev:rp  ipp  ) 
’heat  °0  to  •  71  Trrsh  potatoes  £C  to 
7  r'  bacon  5  cts  ham  S  cts  fresh  bmf  a  *■  5 
| n  se?  1  jfhat  anvbodv  has.  for  smle  £or fenejc 


cO  Sweet 


anyth  *n-  L ,  ...  A  ,  v  ...  s  .  ,  . 

bank “m  the  State  cdnsecuentlv  no  sn  in"  d1 asters 


corn  25 
0  * 

cts  and 
a  e  v>° 


' 


• :  ■  ■ 

. 
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29  a  C~nt . 


I  ' st  fell  arid 


Inter  they  would  rot  take  Tnd I  an  a  shir  plasters  for 
parer  rays  (that  is  hi  +he  local  tanks)  T  cent  think  there  is 

rnv  here  no-  as  T  have  no+  seen  any  lately  T  v  ant  yon  to  collect 
+  hat  monev  cine  me  fr^m  Kennedy  p  Hutchens  as  soon  as  you  can  and 
d  ay  hoseph  hiomhir^  ?  f  von  think  you  cannot  yet  it  soon  just 
un+  it  'h  the  ,:?.v  wfxcx: ctnr  to  he  coming  as  I  want  him  paid  I 


.left  a  transcript  of  a  indy 


8  amyer 


+  h^  amount 


in  my  favor  against  'Villiam 


tl5  or  $16  cost  interest  6-  t-  With 


ESQ  John  Johnson  for  collection  not  to  he  pushed  but  by  persuasion 
I  told  him  T  mould  give  him  half  he  could  get  for  his  trouble 

>ll°cted  it  tell  himto  pay  it  over  to  you  and  If  not 
‘ t  and  met  what  you  can  in  trade  and  glvome  one 
half  yon  v  ill  oblige  me  "hether  it  be  little  or  much  I  font 
r ec.^llec+J'!'he  exact  amount.  Sawyer  ?s  a  Kbslpreg.xm?:?!  collored 


i  f 

r 

1  1 


ne  n as  co_ . 

v  i]  1  ypt 


m  a  n|i  e 


may 


e  honest  Whether  or  not  take  whatever  he  ’..ill  pay 

and  it  v  ill  satisfy  nejlf  tis  but  five  dollars  or  $2  or  $1 
t  ^ont  remember  anyth  inm  more  +  hat  1  needwrlte  at  this  t  ime 
like  to  see  all  mv’  neighbors  out  h~re  providing  they  would  V  e 
sat/sfied  T  should  0|k^e)  to  see  them  anyhow  but  I  never  expect 
to  without-  th°y  come  here  Tf  any  c^mes  to  look  at  the  country  x 
v; ant  th^~  t^  call  oa  us  ve  will  do  the  t«st  we  can  for  them 
and  show  the''1  +he  country  as  far  as  ve  know  the  advantages  as 


vuu  id 


make  wither- 
no  vobrkmen 


v  ell  as  the  disadvantages  Tell  Elijah  ^raz  ter  if  he  was  out  here 
he  could  make  noTlp  money  in  one  year  by  his  trade  than  he  could  me 

s  lifetime  th°r’°  "re  threeiTorges  in  ad  el  and 
’.nr  as  much  wokk  as  10  hands  could  do  all  they 
+  h  e  sm  ‘  th s  knov  ’s  t ^  charge 
teeth  75  cts  fa-  sticking  k, 
thumb  nail  on  a  plow  Cutter 
a  d 'me  a  niece  for  peep  ii 
a  good  deal  n'>ov*«  but  it  vou]/ 
conclude  this  after  pier 


as 

10 

hands 

could 

do 

1/ 

3  e 

p  iece 

for  p 

o 

*  3 

c+ 

r  *• 

roe 

rs-v 

-  teel 

on  a 

o  .  L..-, 

$2 

50 

f  or  i 

ron  ing 

pr  s 

the 

iyCshop  * 

f>.  r, 

( .  C  . 

•  T 

Tl  0.+ 

•  Jv  '• 

o  m  t 

:>unt  t 

o  much 

so 

'in  g 

Is 

ov  e  r 

r-md  T 

U  i  j  L 

stake 

could  write 


shall 


TO  V 


fence  shall  take  t ;: 


to  lo< 


o1 


if 


:ee  the 


r  ider 
El  eon  an' 


T  will  let  you  kro’"  T  chall  have  Leisure  and  I  shall  employ 
myself  in  writing  Give  our  best  respects  to  all  enquiring 
friends  and  be  sure  to  tell  them  that  this  is  a  fine  country  and 
v:  e  are  well  satisfied  and  have  nothing  to  regret  for  coming  here 
7  still  remain  vour  friend 

>  Strother  ’"-‘rr.mf ielc  JohnSylv ester. 


A  ban  told  me  yesterday  that  any  carpenter  could  get  $3  pr 

i  i  i  t  i  i  •  •  ,•«  i  t  n  •  i  -i 


cannot  be  got  for  that  that 

County  20  miles  from  Adel. 


is  in  L intersett  Can  itol 


day  and 
of  Lades on 


— 


— 
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July  18th  .  the  wheat  is 
me  word  whether  the  tax  was 
it  is  sold  I  expect  and  but  little 
are  NFg  of  NE^  of  Sec  UTownship 
Father’s  deedfrom  Sterling 


all  harvested 
paid  on  my  land 


T  have 

letter  before  this  one  but  what  T 
or  sensible  Tell  Hi  and  Jes  that 
Hot  another  word 
Tell  Louise  to  say  what  she 


I  wish  you  would  send 
or  not  if  it  was  not 
time  to  redeem  it  in  the  numbers 
81  Worth  of  Range  28  west 
T  never  undertook  to  write  a 
could  write  something  either  foolish 
T  will  be  wright  shortly 
J.B.  Mills 

pleases . 


V- 

V 

<  - 

v 
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Vermillion  County  Illinois  Julv  22nd  1855 


Dear  Friends  I  embrace  this  present  opportunity  of  riting  a  few 
lines  to  inform  you  that  we  now  live  about  35  miles  west  of  where 
we  lived  when  you  was  out  here  T  bought  2  hundred  acres  of  on- 
improved  prairie  at  6  dollars  per  acre  and  14  acres  of  good  timber 

j  ,.T0IT1  ~r-to  psr  acrel  commenced  improving  about  the 

middle  of  last  l.arcn  A  year  T  fenced  and  broke  forty  acres  and 

Vi  J0;™  enoi^h  "to  J-3-8”*'  until  now!  hired  one  hand  the  balances) 
of  the  labour  I  performed  myself  T  broke  prarie  with  three  horese 
abreast  f  had  my  timber  to  haul  5  or  6  miles  this  last  spring  hired 
another  hand  with  the  intention  of  fencing  antoher  forty  and  seding 
it  in  com  and  have  the  other  one  tended  T  was  doing  well  until 
about  the  first  of  april  when  T  took  a  pain  in  my  hip  which 
stopped  me  from  work  until  the  first  of  July  but  we  got  our  fence 
up  and  the  old  ground  planted  in  corn  and  about  ten  acres  of  the  new 
making  m  all  about  fifty  acres  of  comwhich  all  looks  very  well 
Last  fall  T  built  a  new  house  one  story  high  32  feet  lon^‘ 

feet  wide  hai3led  the  lumber  about  forty  miles  so  you  raa  reckon 
T  have  been  tolerable  bu  isy  there  is  a  railroad  building  a  few 
miles  east  me  and  land  is  on  the  raise  vary  fast  T  suppose 

•  could  get  t'xf±x  dollars  an  acre  for  mine  now  and  T  think  it  will 
f ifteen 

not  be  long  till  it  will  bring  twenty  but  I  like  the  county  very  well 
and  I  have  no  desire  to  sell  We  are  living  about  sixteen  miles 
west  of  the  Wabash  river  and  about  seventeen  miles  northwest  of 
covington ( ^nd)  and  sixteen  miles  from  Williamsport  T  would  now 
Tnyself  fesaiiyxm»x  famley  are  in  reasonable  Hea(l)th 
and  T  beg  here  to  be  excused  for  so  long  a  neglect  in  riteing 
-would  ask  you  to  rite  soon  to  me  and  letme  know  how  you  are  all  get' 
along  and  when  you  heard  from  your  father  and  mother  and  how  thev 
are  getting  along  I  would  now  say  to  you  that  I  attended  to  filling 
up  the  grave  of  little^Marion  before  T  left  the  neighborhood 
-  also  got  grave  stones  for  my  v/ifes  mother  and 
children  T  had  them  put  up  since  T  left  and  if 
some  put  up  at  marions  grave  just  rite  and  tell 
wantthe^.to  be  and  the  inscription  you  would  like 


* 

V. 


<- 

I 

.i 


I 

X 

>-1 

$ 

Vi 


our  three  little 
you  wish  me  to  have 
me  the  size  you 
to  have  put  on 


them  it  will  be  but  little  trouble  for  me  to  attend  to  it  as  I 
frequently  go  back  to  my  old  neighborhood 

I  again  request  you  to  rite  soon  diredt  your  letters  as  follows 
Myers  S  Mills  Vermillion  county  illinios 
Ho  more  at  present  Yours  affectionately 

George  Fisher 

(Mote :  George  Fisher  married  a  half  sister  to  Sarah  (Davis) 

Brumfield .  The  '’mother'1  to  whom  his  letter  refers  as  being  buried 
at  the  ole  location,  would  be  Mary  Davis  Longhrear,  mother  of 
Sarah  Davis  Brumfield,  ) 


N 

*X 
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Dear  Friend: 

T  now  take  my  pen  to  inform 
is  unwell  at  this  time  she 
got  quite  well  yet  I  have 
but  am  getting  better  the 
country  the  more  we  like  it 


22, 


Dallas  Iowa, 

Aug.  11th  -  1855. 


you  how  we  are  getting  along  Mavi(c3 
had  a  touch  of  the  fever  and  has  not 
been  unwell  from  cold  for  a  few  days 
rest  are  well  the  more  we  see  of  the 
wheat  crops  are  good  and  the  corn 


crops  have  suffered  with  the  droufih  in  this  section  of  country 
sod  corn  will  be  light  Garden  stuff  grows  welll.'e lions  and  all 
sorts  ox  vines  grows  well  Just  step  over  and  we  will  let  you  have 
a  wagon load  of  mellons  and  more  if  you  want  them  r  went  to  the 
F1111  demo  in  es  .rapids  and  in  right  of  Puffaloe  grove  there  isk 
beautiful  prairaie  between  Peaver  and  demoines  but  tis  too 
sandy  L  Slaughter  was  with  meas  soon  as  we  got  in  sight  of  L. 
Salughters  his  children  ran  meeting  us  when  v;e  met  the  first 

salutation  was  from  three  mouths  at  once  Lo  Rani ex  Rainier  is 
out  here  i  come  on  home  and  sure  enough  there  was  Lo  smiling 
like  a  basket  of  chips  i  guess  you  think  we  were  glad  to  see 
one  another  so  do  i,  Lo  came  by  the  school  house  after  school 
John  came  here  and  brought  V/atsons  fist  gig  and  they  went  to  the 
river  but  got  no  fish  i  asked  Lo  if  he  saw  any  fish  he  said  he 
saw  more  fish  at  one  night  than  he  ever  saw  before  put  them  all 
together  he  *  -  ’  “  ' 

Lo  said  that  H  Knight  and 
word  to  G.  Rainier  not  to 
Lo  staid  about  here  a  few 


said  he  saw  more  thnhany  wagon  bed  would  hold 


Wary 

move 

davs 


did 

but 

and 


not  like  the  country  and  sent 
come  out  and  look  at  the  country 
then  went  back  to  get  his 


back  said  that  Henry  and  Mary  ann  liked 
and  were  about  getting  land  Lo  Rainier  s 

they  are  making 
at  putting  up 
Slaughter  intends 
per  thousand 
fort  (  adel  is 

going  up  one  a  sterS’  mill  and 
saw  mills  are  in  operation 
there  has  been  more  sod  broke 
three  years  preavious  and 
any  year  preceeding  not  with- 


Clothes  when  he  came 
the  country  first  rate 

i  s  working  .for  L.  Slaughter  -they— are-H making 

bricks  six  hands  of  them  in  the  yard  and  aim 
100  thousand  they  have  patient  moulds  (?)  L 
building  a  brick  house  brick  are  worth  $6  to  7 
plank  is  worth  525  thou  at  adel  and  5  30at  the 
improving  fast  and  2  new  saw  mills 
a  large  ghrist  mill  as  soon  as  the 
this  country  is  rapidly  improving 
in  Towa  this  season  than  for  any 
more  than  double  the  grain  than  of 

standing  the  drough  it  only  injured  the  sod  corn  and  the 
potatoe  Crop  some,  we  have  had  some  fine  showers  for  the  last  two 
weeks  and  every  thing  growing  seems  to  require  Lo  and  me  has 
been  out  gunning  sonevve  have  kilt  pigeons  Quails  fore  squirls 
and  some  other  game  the  prairaire  chickens  are  coming  in  fast 
we  have  not  kilt  any  yet  when  Lo  gets  his  gun  we  expect  to  kill 
a  few  tell  Hiram  T  took  harriot  down  to  the  river  one  evening 
and  kilt  a  famous  big  turkey(but  dont  tell  jesse)  Hannah  Lu 
is  most  to  savage  for  small  game  Lo  shot  a  pigean  with  (hen  ?) 
and  all  we  found  was  the  gizzard  he  would  not  have  found  that 
only  it  was  throbbing  and  beating  in  the  grass  Dry  goods  are 

here  and  at  the  fort  too  the  river  has  been  the  lowest  that 
was  known  and  no  navigation  Consequently  they  have  to 


all 


h  igh 
ever 
haul 
bushel 
in  propo 
r ides (? ) 


Miss  ip 
rice  12 
20  to  30 
Putter 


Sugar  12-^cts  Salt  S2  per 
cts  pound  and  other  things 
ctsOats  25  bacon  hams  8 
12  to  15  eggs  8  to  10 
rags  2  cts  per  pound  providing  there  is  no  Indiana  State  Stock 
bills  among  them  ,  if  there  is  no  sale  Spa  -r;  Specie  has  been 
plenty,  getting  more  scarce  now,  Fusiness  especially  building 


their  goodsfrom  the 
Malanes  ?  75  gain 
'tion  V/het  51  corn 
7  cts  shoulders  6 


— 


— 


-  . 
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would  be  brisk  providing  lumber  could  be  got,  timber  is  plenty 
lr?t  we  la£k  the  mill  Granny  Slaughter  wants  to  go  to  Oregon 
She  say  if  all  of  us  were  as  willing  to  go  as  she  is  we  would 

£^+tXn+uthlpKS  ??rther  ™est  the  bette1'  the  land,  as  Indiana  is 
better  than  Carolina  so  is  Iowa  better  than  Indiana  but  Iowa  soil 
is  good  enougn  for  me  at  present 

~  v,’^s  no"t  roiicb  surprised  to  see  L.  Rainier  out  here  as  I  was 
the  way  he  carce  T  heared  that  he  was  to  work  for  you  ?hen  I 
told  Cassandra  that  if  ncle  Jesse  came  out  this  summer  Lo  would 
come  with  himKnd  T  thought  Hiram  would  come  too  Land  is  getting 
up  here  timbered  land  sells  from  $10  to  $30  I  gave  $5  aveSLe 
p rairaie  and  timber  can  now  get  $8  to  10  I  wish  you  would  givf 


that  he 


l  am 


do . 


no 


-  ~  '•'vo.w  jl  v»  o  1 1  you  v  v  V  \ 

our  best  respects  to  Mr  Bowman  and  family  I  understand 

t  fa5lsr-ed  aT?d  ^0'jld  not  take  $15.00  for  his  place 

gled  that  he  is  satisfied  and  wish  him  long  to  live  and  well  to 
-  would  not  swap  with  him  and  come  back  there  to  live  for  his 

would  be  glad  to  see  all  our  old 
neighborsano  Iriends  (we)  hear  from  themoften  but  I  have  heard 
one  express  a  wish  to  go  back  there  to  live  Anly  Cana$?)  when 
she  was  sick  said  that  if  she  was  there  she  would"  stay  there 
she  is  on.  of  that  now  and  I  believe  she  is  perfectly"  sat isf  led 

V;e  haVe  her  v;ord  for  Lt  Friend  Strother  any  thing  that 
I  can  do  for  yon  out  here  i  will  do  with  pleasure 

.  J  would  write  a  great  deal  more  but  I  have  nothing  of 
importance  that  i  can  think  of  at  this  time.  Louisa  I  would 
liky.  .o  see  that  little  fellow  justjfetch  him  out  here  I 
wouid  like  to  hear  him  say  Old  Johnny  vj;.e  would  like  to  see  you 
all  here  vye  would  treat  yon  to  fresh  on  any  kind  of  wild  fowl 
sue  .  as  p rairaie  chicken  Squirrels  and  fish  if  you  see  old 
uncle  Jone(?)  Rainier  tell  him  T  expect  that  he  n as  been 
wondering  what  old  Johnny  has  been  about  in  the  big  prairaie 
tell  him  that  I  have  been  fencing  and  breaking  and  putting  a  crop 
of  corn  pumpkins, ^mellons,  potatoes  cabbage  &  18  acres  fenced 
staked  and  widened  atad  broke  T  have  read  a  great  deal  we  take 
3  ncws  papers  I  have  hunted  some  for  small  game  such  as  rabbits 
squirrls.and  praraie  chickens'  Pheasants  pigeans  and  i  have  been 
to  the  river  end  back  several  times  and  caught  perch  the  large 
1  ish  will  not  bite  an  expert  gig  man  can"  catch  large  fish 
plenty  when  the  wind  dont  ripple  the  water  T  have  seen  enough 
fish  at  one  nightas  long  as  my  arm  to  fill  a  barrell  I  have  been 
b o  the  fort  several  times  and  IP,  miles  to  mill  I  have  put  up 
^stacks  of  hay  and  have  4  more  to  make  this  side  of  frost  and 
"tLGr)4.CU't  Parb  °F  ray  com  I  have  to  sov:  3  to  4  acres  of  fall 
v'  b e \  ^1S  abb  a  fordge(?)  about  fall  wheat  not  growing  here 

the  dirt  dont  blew  and  leave  the  roots  bare  I  have  seen  a 
good  crop  of  fall  wheat  this  season  the  man  told  me  that, 
last  year  he  raised  100  bushels  of  clean  measured  fall  wheat 
on  two  and  a  half  acres  of  groundand  I  believe  it  I  have  seen 
spring  wheat  that  turend  6ff  thirty  bushels  to  the  acre  and 
twenty  acres  m  the  field  this  year  this  has  been  as  dry  and 
windy season  as  ever  was  known  in  Iowa  and  ~  have  seen  ad 
muen  dust  rise  from  one  wagon  going  along  the  road  in  Indiana 
as  ,  have  seen  m  Ioffe.  put  it  all  togather  as  far  as  injuring 

my  eyes  ray  specks  has  grown  to  old  for  me  I  have  thrown  them 
away  ve  have  a  half  acre  garden  broke  last  August  that  will  crop 
with  any  highly  manured  garden  that  T  have  seen  North,  South 
omEast  _  NT  was  out  there  the  other  day  since  the  rain  and  thought 
the  ground  was  alive  with  gophers  and  our  garden  would  be  destroyed 
on  examination  i  found  that  itjwas  the  vegetables  pushing  one 
another  out  of  the  ground,  to  make  room,and  the  me lions 'were 


— 


- 

. 

' 
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racing  toj)  —some  trying  to  outgrow  others  some  bursted  like  the 
frog  in  the  fable  then  I  vampoosed  Receive  for  your  selves  and 
then  give  our  respects  to  all  enquiring  friends 


To  Strother  Brumfield. 


John  Sylvester 


Lancaster  Aug  25th  1855. 

Dear  Cousins.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  T  take  this  opportunity 
to  inform  youfthat  we  have  got  home  safe  and  found  the  folks  all  well. 
We  arrived  at  uncle  williams  on  Thursday  eave  ning  and  found  aunt 
delily  boyer  there  .  (curhBndoll  it  used  to  be)  They  have  all 
ban  well  while  we  v.ras  gonennd  had  plenty  of  company.  There  is  a 
^T-gfrt  smart  of  cicness  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  flux  and  feaver 
They  had  the  heavest  reign  last  Wednesday  eavning  that  has  befor 
for  ten  years.  The  eavning  we  was  in  Colubusfche  reign  washed 
the  railrode  away  between  Columbus  and  zanesvill  and  the  cars 
did  not  get  in  till  the  next  morning.  The  peaches  is  getting  ripe 
and  some  of  the  trees  isproken  down.  There  is  a  great  many  apples 
The  corn  looks  Espx  exceedingly  well  wheat  is  a  doller  and"  quarter 
a  bushel  T  had  a  very  jolly  time  the  eavning  T  got  home  it  was 
the  last  day  of  school  and  T  went  over  there  was  several  large 
girls  there  T  think  T  will  put  out  a  crop  of  wheat  this  fall  add 
then  go  to  school  this  winter  and  next  summer  T  feel  very  sad 
since  T  left  you.  They  had  a  party  in  the  neighborhood  while 
I  was  away  there  was  about  twenty  couples  there  The  rest  of 
tpe  community  is  all  well.  Let  all  of  the  folks  here  from  us. 

T  must  close  as  T  have  no  more  to  say.  ^  No w  write  soon  and  let 
us  hear  from  all  of  you.  Yours  with  respect. 


Solomon  Hunter,  Lancaster,  Ohio 

33  •  Sept.  30th  (probably  1855) 

Dear  Cousins:  T  take  my  pen  in  hand  to  write  you  a  few  lines 

Wee  are  all  well  at  preasant  I  hope  these  few  lines  will  find 
you  enjoypng  the  same  blessing  I  received  your  letter  the  10Lf 
s  eptembeiiWee  were  all  very  sorry  to  hear  of  uncle  death  We  all 
must  part  with  friends  in  this  worldjbut  if  wee  live  as  God 
requres  of  us  we  will  meet  in  tbe  nix  world  where  parting  will  be 
know  more  T  would  have  ancered  your  letter  sooner  but  father  add 
Joseph  had  the  chills  and  fever  but  tha  are  well  at  preasent  Efr 
Eliza  boynas  had  chills  •  mr  Cooper  family  has  all  had  the  chills 
this  fall  but  tha  are  well  at  preasant  The  cars  run  in  18  mils 
of  here  through  Ottawa  in  lasall  County  ubcle  benjamen  children 
all  lives  in  Ottawa  Sarah  Jane  husband  keep  eating  selune 
under  the  Ottawa  Bank  his  name  is  andrew  anderson  knothing 
more  at  preasant  my  love  to  you  all. 

Diannah  Brumfield 
Louisa  Brumfield 
Strother  Brumfield. 


— 
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Banora,  Gutherie  Co  Iowa. 

Oct  9th  1355. 

Highly  Esteemed  Friend, 

Having  for  a  considerable  time  deleted  writing  to  you  m 
answer  to  yours  of  July  29th  T  have  now  taken  my  pen  to  write  yun 
a  few  lines  to  let  you  know  that  T  am  still  in  the  land  of  the 
living  and  the  State  of  Iowa.  T  am  enjoying  pretty  good  health, 
the  only  detriment  being  a  cold  which  I  have  caught  within  a  day 
or  two  by  undue  exposure. 

The  rest  of  the  family  are  well  also  Josephs  family  are  also 
well  but  he  has  the  ague  himself  having  got  it  by  exposure  while 
going  to  Hock  Island  after  rose  and  his  family  It  was  cold  and 
raivsny  most  Of  the  time  while  he  was  gone,  and  he  camped  out. 

Moses  children  ,  that  is  two  of  them,  had  the  ague  when/they 
started  and  they  had  it  still  ,  last  Friday  the  last  time  t(pl)t 
I  have  heard  from  them.  There  has  been  no  sickness  in  this 
county^ ince  I  have  been  here  worth  noticing.  Indeed  I  never 
saw  it  more  healthy  in  Indiana.  It  is  a  little  more  sickly  here 
now  in  some  places  in  Adel  there  has  been  a  few  cases  of  fever 
and  some  ague,  but  in  this  county  there  has  been  but  few  cases  of 
ill  health,  and  those  only  the  ague  .  Joe  Rainier  had  the  ague 
last  week.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  has  it  yet  or  not.  he  lias 
engaged  to  work  for  Joe  nine  months. 


The  weather  isjnow  exceedingl  y  pleasantjbut  for  about  three 
weeks  back  it  was  most  ofthe  time  cloudy  and  considerable  of 
rain,  not  enough  however  to  raise  the  river  much  .  Crops  are 
good  of  all  kinds.  It  was  so  dry  here  in  the  early  part  of  the 
season  that  people  began  uo  fear  there  would  not  be  enough  raised 
to  support  the  present  population.  But  though  late  the  rains 
came  in  time  to  bring  out  coin  and  make  about  an  average  crop, 
and  vines  are  uncommonly  thrifty.  I  have  seen  10  times  as  many 
melons  this  summer  and  fall  as  T  ever  saw  in  all  my  life  before 
The  qunatity  of  pumpkins  is  enormous.  Everything  but  corn  and 
wheat  exceeds  anything  that  I  ever  saw  before  in  the  vegetable 
line.  Being  dry  in  the  early  part  of  the  season  injured  the 
wheat  some  and  the  com  is  rather^  lighter  in  some  palces  at 
least  than  it  would  have  been  in  other  circumstances. 

Oct  14th  I  came  i.othis  place  last  monday  for  the  purpose 
of  daguerreatyping  but  on  arriving  here  T  found  the  circuit 
court  in  session,  in  the  school  house (  the  only  house  I  could 
obtain)so  T  could  do)\  nothing  towards  my  business.  The  next  days 
as  I  had  nothing  to  do  I  concluded  to  write  to  some  of  my  friends 
and  accordingly  proceeded  as  far  as  to  the  above  date,.  The  court 
adjourned  at  two  oclock  on  tuesday  without  having  tried  a  single 
casejand  the  grand  jury  were  dismissed  without  hashing  found 
a  bill.  I  have  done  little  here  yet  in  taking  the  citizens  but 
the  prospect  seems  favorable. 

A  company  of  ladies  made  me  a  visit  yesterday(  the  second 
time  T  have  been  thus  favored  here) and  promised  to  call  this 
evening  an  ■  have  their  "purties"  taken,  but  the  house  was  occupied 
for  holding  a  special  election  xsx  to  choose  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  So  you  see  T  had  the  pleasure-  That  is  I  took  it  answered 
for  an  excuse, you  know-  of  going  round  and 
to  tell  them  T  could  not  accomodate  them. 

V/e  were  left  at  the  tavern  so  long. waiting 
people  began  to  collect’at  our  rooms  which 
house  and  school  house  'and  in  short  it  is 


calling  on  the  ladies 
It  is  sarurday  evening 
for  supper  that  the 
is  at  once  church,  c.oufct 
used  fcr  nearly  everything 


— 


26. 
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--before  we  could  get  our  fixings  straightened  away,  so  we  threw 
them  to  one  side  out  of  the  way  a  little  and  let  urn  rip.  This  was 
the  last  chance  T  nave  had  to  get  a  peep  at  the  "fair  ones  "  of  * 
tnis  city  and  it  happened  to  be  avillage  containing  four  ptctty 
good  stores  snd  about  twenty  dwellings,  and  perhaps  half  a  dozen 
shops  of  different  kinds  —  that  you  know  was  something  worth 
while  a  great  deal  better  than  the  preceeding  ,  if  it  had  not  be^n 
T  dont  .know  where—  .just  where  I  was  T  reckon  but  you  wouldnt 
catch  me  there  again. 


Well  after  all  T  shant  tell  you  what  I  think  about  them,  b&t 
instead  tell  you  about  the  country.  Tne  country  around  here  is 
most  beautiful  --  and  good  too.  Eetter  for  farm  land  than  about 
Adel--  that  is  more  beautifully  situated,  do  not  know  as  the 
soil  is  better.  You  may  be  at  a  loss  to  know  what  I  meariby  me. 
Well  I’ll  tell  you  --  if  you  will  just  hold  a  moment.  T  ha/e 
an  apprentice  learning  the  photographic  art.  T  expect  soon  to 
take  another  one  so  you  see  I  am  driving  busines —  after  being  nww 
at  the  first  place  thar  T  have  set  up  on  my  own  hook. 

Give  my  respects  to  friends  and  please  write  soon.  Direct 
to  Adel. 


J.A.  Sylvester  to  Strother  Brumfield. 


34.  (  a  fragment) 

They  are  going  to  pop  ahe  railroad  write  throug  thisfeeason 
from  Towa  City  to  Demoines  we  have  voted  a  loan  of  thre^  hundred 
thousand  dollars  that  is  pclk  county  in  order  to  enable  the 
company  to  pop  it  through  they  are  to  pay  it  as  soon  as  they 
can  make  it  on  the  road (the  loaned  money)  the  county  all  along 
the  rod  the  same  as  polk  county  owing  to  the  population. 

Alfred  has  gone  to  look  at  kansas  T  hav  e  talked  to  severA 
that  has  been  there  they  say  that  some  parts  of  kansas  is  a  fine 
country  but  the  choice  part  is  all  claimed  up  timber  very  scarce 
only  along  the  streams  no  stone  coal  discovered  anywhere  yet 
in  iowa  we  have  thousands  of  coal  and  lots  of  wood  you  know 
iowa  is  my  choice  T  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  all  the  folks 
Jesses  Mothers  lit  and  all  the  folks  but  as  I  do  not  write  to 
them  they  do  the  same  in  turn  it  is  nothing  but  absolute  negligence 
on  my  partthat  prompts  me  so  distant  in  commucicating  I  give 
my  respects  to  all  inquiring  friends  and  relatixesons .  No  more 
at  present  but  remain  your  affectionate  brother 

JAmes  Holcroft  to 
Strother  Brumfield. 

Excuse  me  for  not  writing  more  for  T  cannot  think  of  anjr  thin& 
more  to  write. 

The  state  books  and  papers  will  be  moved  to  Demoines  this 
season  or  that  is  the  present  calculation. 

Allen  and  his  wife  is  doing  fine,  no  sign  cf  any  increase  yet. 
Still  direct  your  letters  to  the  old  name  Ft  Desmoines 
the  name  of  the  post  office  is  not  changed. 

(Note  the  above  must  have  been  written  before  Nov.  1857  as  the 
State  Capitol  was  moved  to  Ft.  Desmoines  at  that  time  ) 


.frf, 
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Sept  19th  at  D  1855. 

Respected  brother 

T  received  your  letter  yesterday  and  was  glad  to  See  that  you 
could  drop  a  few  lines  to  me  As  you  wrote  nothing  concerning  the 
health  of  your  family  T  will  suppose  you  are  all  well 
I  will  turn  your  attention  to  the  land  affair  and  what  it  is 
worth  There  is  about  sixty  acres  under  fence  and  well  broke 
The  land  in  buffalow  grass  is  worth  Ten  dollars  per  acre  The 
land  in  polk  county  is  not  worth  quite  so  much  it  is  covered  vdP 
with  a  pawn  ?  as  you  know  The  true  circumstances  of  the  farm 
you  will  see  in  the  letter  i  wrote  to  jesse,  that  is  concerning 
the  wrents  etc 

James  Holcraft 


36. 


Sept  3Gb  (1855  -  Probably) 


Dear  Cousins  T  take  my  pen  in  hand  to  write  you  a  few  lines 
We  are  all  well  at  preasant  I  hope  these  few  lines  will  find 

you  enjoying  the  same  blessing  T  received  £our  letter  the _ _ 

10th  of  September  Wee  where  all  verry  sorry  to  hear  -££^uncie 
death  We  all  must  part  with  friends  in  this  Woidtd  but  if  we 
l  ive  as  God  requires  of  us  Wee  will  meet  in  the  next  World 
Where  parting  will  be  knew  more  I  would  have  answered  your 
letter  soonerjbut  father  and  Jospeh  had  chills  and  fever  but  they 
are  well  at  preseant  Fliza  boy  has  had  the  chills  Mr  Cooper 
family  has  all  had  the  chills  this  fall  but  they  are  well  at 

miles  of  here  through  Ottawa  in 
Children  all  live  in  Ottowa 
salunqunder  the  Ottawa  bank  his 
-  more  at  preasant 


f 


preasant  The  cars  run  in  18 
lasall  County  Uncle  Benjamin 
Sarah  Jane  husban  keep  eating 
name  is  andrew  anderson  -- 


my  love  to  you  all 


Diannah  Brumfield 
louisa  Brumfield 
Strother  Brumfield 


•\v 


37.  October  20th  1855. 

Dear  brother 

I  received  your  letter  on  the  18th  inst  and  was  glad  to  hear 
from  you  but  sorry  to  hear  hhat  it  is  so  sickly  in  Randolph 
As  for  us  we  are  well  and  hearty  it  is  healthy  generally 
speaking  there  is  some  fever  and  ague  I  think  this  is  a  healthi^-n 
country  than  old  sokum  ever  was  or  ever  will  be  I  have  been 
stouter  since  T  got  over  my  first  fall  sickness  than  T  ever  was 
since  t  can  recollect  T  can  stand  in  the  water  from  morning  till 
knight'and  do  it  and  not  faze  me 

A  word  concerning  the  capitol  the  capitol  is  bound  to  come  to 
Ft  Desmoines  there  is  five  commiss iioners  appointa^to  come 
and  select  the  most  suitable  place  the  bill  says  any  where 
within  two^  miles  of  the  forks  of  the  coon  and  desmoines  rivers 
The  time  set  forjthe  commissioners  to  relocate  is  first  of  May 
56  or  within  thirty  days 

Concerning  the  amount  of  land  in  iowa  there  is  320  acres  in 
d alias  and  80  in  polk  the  tax  receipts  X  gave  to  father  when 
he  was  out  he  said  he  would  leave  them  with  Joseph  Slaughter 
T  give  my  respects  to  both  friends  and  relations  no  more  at 
present  but  T  remain  your  affectionate  brother  until  death 

James  Holcraft  to 
Strother  Brumfield. 


'  '  ■  . .  '  . 


. 


' 

■ 
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Albany  ( ie  Illinois) 

Nov  4th  1855. 

Dear  Brother  T  take  this  opportunity  of  informing  you  that  we 

are  all  well  at  present  and  hope  when  you  receive  these  few  line 
you  may  be  ebjoying  a  good  degree  of  health  Lib  had  a  relapse  of 
the  fever  when  we  arrived  there  but  it  did  not  last  her  but  one 
weekend  she  is  getting  quite  stout  again  more  so  than  she  has 
been  since  last  winter  we  was  nearly  three  days  traveling  aftiejL-M 
v'e  left  Winchester  until  we  arrived  at  Joes  well  we  was  detail'd 
28  hours  at  the  railroad  stations  I  have  been  at  work  some  at? 
two  dollars  a  day  to  morrow  T  am  going  to  work  at  the  same  price 
and  boarded  for  a  Mr  Renneda  in  the  country  My  goods  has  not 
arrived  yet  T  like  the  pppearance  of  the  west  very  well  So  far 
Oh’  !’T  eat  some  fish  for  you  since  T  come  here  and  some  for 
Au Id  Stace  ten  'r  do  not  want  to  hear  you  bragging  about  your 
apples  without  you  had  more  of  them  and  a  deal  better  there  eare 
plenty  of  them  here  Lib  Is  writing  to  Pap  Sarah  Jane  is  writing 
to  somebody  Mary  perusing  an  eastern  magazine  Lib  and  Ann  Elza 
is  parching  com  Cliffcfcn  is  a  large  fat  fellow'  coming  around  at 
a  high  rate  Ta  is  minus  (?$  We  all  have  been  fishing  today 

will  you  have  some  if  so  call  in  the  morning  before  breakfast 
I  saw  a  little  fish  last  night  as  large  as  yourself  yes  more  yes 
more  than  a  boat  load 

The  reason  that  I  have  not  written  to  you  sooner  I  thought  that 
I  would  wait  until  my  good  arrived 

Oh  my  heavens  the  roasted  duck  we  have  had  since  we  came  here 
there  are  lots  of  them  here  Lib  says  that  she  would  not  live  in 

Sochom  she  and  Mary  earned  themselves  a  dress  each  and  here  are 
the  samples  of  them  the  red  is  Libs  and  the  dark  is  Marys  12 ^  cts 
pr  yard  all  earned  last  week  by  making  2  boys  coats  and  "they  arg 
going  to  make  3  more  this  week  and  that  will  be  3  dollars  I 
forgot  Mary  Jane  she  is  well  and  calls(?)  Straws(?) 

T  was  at  Rock  Island  3  days  week  before  last  waiting  for  my  goods 
and  they  did  not  come.  No  more  at  present  but  our  respects  to 
our  friends.  H  H.  -Brumfield 


Mr  S.B.  tell  Father  that  I  reed  his  letter  and  shall  write  to 
h im  shortly 

J.P.  Mills 

32*  November  the  19th  1855 

Sarah  P.  Holcraft  to  Elizabeth  Branson. 

I  take  my  pen  in  hand  to  write  you  a  few'  lines  to  let  you  now 
-hat  we  are  all  well  at  p.resent/except  bad  colds  I  hope  that  these 
few  lines  will  find  you  enjoying  the  blessing  one  of  the  greatest 
that  we  ever - (only  a  fragment) 


40. 


Dear  Dad:  I  am  writing  a  few  lines 

we (two  families)  are  all  well  at 


Albany( Illinois) 
Nov/  25th  55 . 
to  let  you  know  that 


to  receive  an  answer  soon  to  these 


news  frorrjall  our  friends  in  Sochum 
of  the  country  if  you  will  speak  a 
that  is  all  and  none  of  that  now 

Lib  is  very  stout  at 
pound  here  Mary  Jane  is  very  fat 
they,  came  here 
if  you  were  here 
good  kind  of  stock 


present  and'  shall  be  g&M  glarf 
few  lines  bringing  the  same 
this  is  a  very  healthy  part 
cross  word  or  two  to  the  ague 


T  think  Clifton  would  give 
Hi  says  he  is  as  large (as) 


this  time  Hi|ias  gained  six 
and  has  not  been  sick  since 

a  hard  scuffle 

.  .  Bill  Alt 

A  very  vicious  varmint  ran  Hi  into 

£o\vY  (t  M 


you 


a  very 
the  house 


4  ' 

. 

_ 
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/j^O  Adel  Dallas  Iowa  Dec  th  3  1855. 

"Respected  Friend 

t  am  at  Adel  coday  in  order  to  get  the  in  format  ion)/ on  requested  of 
me  The  coort  setts  the  first  1'ondav  in  every/ month  through¬ 

out  the  State  inhere  is  no  law  in  pamphlet  form  ‘in  regard  to  5 
the  tax  it  has  to  he  paid  by  the  first  of  Jan  if  not  there  is 

?5  pen  Flat  added  Joseph  Slaughter  says  there  was  no  paper 
left"  with  him  except  the  article  of  agreement  between  your  -ather 
and  4}ke  man  he  rented  it  to  he  furthermore  says  that  the  man  was 
to  pay  thp  tax  but  he  has  sold  out  and  yone  but  he  told  Slaughter 
the  man  he  sold  it  to  is  to  pay  the  tax  Slaughter  thinks  it 
doubtful  v-j e  are  all  a s'Aearty  as  Pucks)and  have  hardly  had  the 
sol^s  of  our  shoes  randy  'since  we  have  been  in  rova  why  r  cont 
write  any  more  the  mail  will  be  closed  in  nnVionr  or  two  and  we  have 
only  oncjmail  a  week  T  shall  give  you  a  full  letter  next  mail 

T  remain  vours  as  ever  John  Sylvester 
to  Strother  ^mmfield  T  send  this  the  first  mail  after  the 

receipt  of  yours. 


Adel  Delias  Towa  Dec  13 

1855. 

writing  these  few  lines, 
though  T  have  little  4f  any  of  any  importance  to  communicate 
T  think  that  T  wrote  in  my  last  that  we  are  all  well  and  hearty 
asfbucks,  we  now  are  somewhat  afflicted  with  lad  colds  We  had 
snow  in  the  latter  part  of  TTov  th  some  7  or  8  Inches,  deep,  the 
weather  than  moderated  and  it  was  quite  sloppy  for  several  days 
(but  not  muddy )t-hen  we  had  a  cold  snap  for  a  couple  of  days 
L.  Reineerr  and  myself  went  to  the  demoine  rapids  to  mill  it  was 
quite  blustery  xtxxasxq x:i£s  crosing  the  prairie  '  we  went  very 
s  low  as  he  had  an  ox  team  and  T  would  not  leave  him  we  slept  in 
the  waggon  at  night  and  T  took  toe  severest  cold  T  ever  had  *  it 
is  generally  healthy  in  this  part  of  the  country  as  far  as  I 
know  except  bad  colds  t  told  yon  T  loast  old  Fan  bought  a 
yellow  colt  one  vear  old  for  forty  doll arejand  got  forty  dollars 
for  one  cow  and  two  calves.  I  kept  the  (colt  a  month  and  then 
s  old  it  for  $50  Cash  T  then  bought  a  bay  mare  for  $80  That 
brindled,  heifer  that  T  got  from  Elijah  Frazier  had  a  elaf  calf 
last  spring  T  sold  her  for  385  without  the  calf  some  few  days  ago 
the  calf  is  worth  35  Did  T  tell  you  that  (XMoses  ?)  Slaughter 
arrived  out  here  safe  and  they  are  delighted  with  the  country  and 
he  built  him  a  fine  house  on  the  top  of  Fount  TTebo  he  can  stand 
in  his  yard  (no  not  his  yard  he  has  none)  no  his  meadow  and  count 
thirty  three  dwelling  houses  besides  the  one  that  A.F.  Hulim  put 
up  Tios^r  bought  58  acres  one  mile  North  of  J  Slaughter  be  can 

stand  in  our  yard  and  see  the  very  sills  of  his  house,  he  has 
n  either  bush  nor  stupp  to  his  name  he  says  he  is  as  rich  as  he 
wants  to  be 

Out  turn  over 

v0u  may  perhaps  wish  to  know  how  J  rainier  is  getting  along 
veil  first  rate  he  is  well  and  hearty  and  sc  fat  he  can  hardly 
see  and  appears  to  like  the  country  well  he  appears  as  con¬ 
tented  as  a  lam&  he  and  L  Slaughter  have  been  out  hunting 
c  pveral  times  an^  shot  forty  times  save  one  gsh  all  not /.ell 
you  this  t-ime  how  many  deer  they  have  kilt  you  must  guess  they 
only  took  two  home  L  Rainier  shot  one  about  twenty  five  or 
thirty  st°ps  one  evening  about  the  dark  of  the  the  evening 

See  2-  8  J> . 


A-6  U 

Dear  Friend 

T  now  take  my  pen  to  fill  my  promise  in 
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tK°  2  Ls  \«ent  to  get  it  the  next  morning  but  it  was  not  there 
be?ng  now  on 
hundred  and 
^n  the  nrair 

no  talk’  of  them  since  coir!  weather  set  in  Strother  if  you  ever 
c  '■'me  to  this  country  you  v:?ll  be  surprised  when  you  see  fort  Desrmaines 
it  has  improved  so  fast  it  bids  fair  to  be  tie  largest  city  in  the 
vesy.Adel  is  Lmprov  ing  fast  yon  would  hardly  know  the  place  there 
has' some  thirty  or  forty  frame  .houses  gone  up  this  fall  v;e  have 
six  large  stores  well  packed  with  goods  are  renewing;  daily. 

Adel  is  a  business  place  for  the  size  of  it  some  think  t.aere  is 
more  roods  sold  in  Adel  than  in  Winchester  they  have  a  first  rate 

steam  circuit  saw  mill  cut  between  5  €  V  per"  day  the  old 

saw  mill  site  has  sold  for  seven  thousand  dollars  cash  down  in  fold 
to  a  company  fro"1  M  vork  +hey  are  about  to  build  a  large  flower 
Pill  with  a  run  of  bursk  carding  machine  and  several  other  sorts 
of  machinery  Dodds  are  about  the  same  price  as  they  have  been  for 
some  t  ime  Pr^^uce  Pork  8  4  to  25  ,beef  85  to  86  Fov:l  81*50  per 
dozen  potatoes  30  to  40  oats  25  wheat  8a  turnips  20  cts 

cabbage  6  cts  butter  85  eggs  12-s  p^r  doz  other  produce  in 
proportion  and  in  demand 

‘t  have  wrote  a  good  many  L,  nov?  (napa?  )  wants  me  to  write  some  toe 
in  the  first  place  out*  family  ”nitedly  send  our  best  respects  to 
yourself  and  family  and  all  our  friends  and  hope  that  these  may  f ill d 
'-'on  all  enjoy  in«'r  the  b^st  of  blessings  Vie  would  be  glad  to  hear  -J? 
from  Aunt  Sarah  (Tavinen  ?)  where  she  is  and  how  she  is  gett  "ng 
along  and  also  how  James  ford on  is  getting  along  and  what  he  has 
done  with  his  children  and  hov;  they  are  We  feel  anxious  to  hear 
from  him  but  he  is  no  hand  to  write  We  take  this  method  to  hear 
from  him  Ver  all  of  us  feel  for  hi^lTor  his  loss  and.  wish  him  well 
to  do  While  passing  through  this  vale  of  tears  we  would  be 
glad  to  near  from  out  old  neighbors  and  friends  Generally  but  ve 
have  give  chat  out  lon-r  since  T  hw  e  received  but  one  letter  from 
Tndiana  ,  except  fron'  yourself  ,  though  we  have  made  more  than 
one  score  moll  hiram  x  sold  1Tannan  L  for  216  T  still  hold  on 
to  Hnrrioiphe  kilt  20  blackbirds  for  me  at  one  shotKnd  the  ground 
vr as  literau.lv  c^mro,:|  with  the  wounded  and  not  a  good  blackbird  day 
at  that  place  tell  hiram  to  send  a  line  or  tv.o  if  he  has 
not  that  much  send  A  galf  a  line  it  will  be  acceptable  cattle 
and  horses  are  held  high  but  not  much  sale  at  this  time  Land  is 
high  ^nd  raising  Timber  ranges  from  815  to  830  Prairie  from 
85  to  15,  unimproved  Improved  land  sells  according  to  improvements 
Sheep  have  sold  for  8?  per  hd  on  average  there  has  beenjtv. o  large 
d roves  for  sale 

■Pec  16  1855 

Strother  tne  winter  hxx  here  thus  far  has  been  krxn  a  Hoos ter 
w  "nter  with  the  except  "on  of  mud  the  rivers  are  up  some  higher 
a tith  iiy  time  than  thev  have  been  for  the  last  12  month 

'  Saturday  Pec .  5th  It  has  beer/showery  all 

d  av  v'ind  SF,at  night  "!  !"7  turn  cold  and  snowed  hard  *  the  worst 
storm  v-e  have  had  since  we  have  been  here  Size  Lank  and  another 
man  ’-as  °0  or  "On  miles  up  middle  coon  looking  at  the  country  we 
understand  thev  ’-ere  out  in  the  rain  all  day  Saturday  and  out  on 
the  nr.airie  at  night  and  lost  in  the  storm  somehow  they  got 
s ena rated  the  other  man  got  to  seme  shelter  and  was  saved  but 

t?  *S°°nk  (T  dont  know  hoi"  to  sdsII  his  name)  became,  exhausted 
sank  and  perished  with  the  cold  thev  vent  and  found  him  next 
morning.  Th^re  was  sot°  signs  of  life  tut  ne  expired  in  a  short 
t -.me  those  that  were  acquainted  w  th  him  say  that  Dallas  has 
lost  one  of  its  smartest  men  and  best  citizens  ho1"  uncertain 
is  life  we  are  here  and  know  not  where  we  may  be  tomorrow  . 

See.  f>  t-fcc 


the  around  they  stepped  the  n istance  it  was  one 
fifty  steps  thev  ne«d  a  rro^d  rifle  to  kill  a  deer 
,,-0  -jet  the"'  v'e  far  or  near  about  fish  r  have  heard 


, 

* 
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*0  h  Coat. 

Fiare  v©  left  there  re  have  hear'?  that  several  of  oar  friends  and 
maav  oC  oar  acq^a tntanc«n  have  ?ono  to  the  Pourne  from  whence  no 
traveler  retams  does  not  this  say  to  vs  be  also  ready. 

Christmas  hnv  since  writ in?  the  forego ing  we  receive  a  letter 
from  hated  See .  .3  ^hev  were  all  well  he  gave  as  the 

n amber  of  his  family  also  the  aw eight  of  each  he  also  informed  as 
that  u,*rarr  nnd  his  family  was  there  and  well  satisfied  with  the 
country  Hir-^rn  was  at  v?ork  at  33  per  day  ,  Firam  also  pat  in  a  f fc* 
few  lines  nothin?  more  at  present  bat  remain  voars  as  ever 

John  Sylvester  to  Strother  nramf ield 

this  mail  x  send  an  instrament  of  v'riting  that  T  Sot  from 
the  Cl^rk  of  the  Coart  Fee  50  cts. 


— 
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although  he  was  in  the  act  of  kicking  it  about  forty  feet  well 
he  hollered  for  me  the  old  soldier  manfully  I  ran  to  his 
assistance  and  extricated  him  from  danger  and  then  got  my  gun  and 
renewed  the  battle  with  great  fury  and  killed  the  skuhkl’  Tell 
Stacey  Rainier  that  the  last  deer  that  I  saw  was  so  fat  and  running 
so  fast  that  he  ran  through  himself  all  but  liis  horns  and  thenhe 
pulled  off  in  turning  himself  Hi  killed  three  quail  today  and 
they  were  thick  of  fat  on  them  as  my  hand  all  animals  are  in 
good  con  d  it  ion  here  at  this  time  the  earth  imparts  a  much  mom 
nutriment  to  its  products  here  than  in  Socham  consequently  we 
find  animals  here  in  a  condition  that  nature  designed  them  to  be 
Tell  us  invour  next  if  you  have  any  ice  there  as  we  have  not  heEe 
very  nice  weather  this  *Ti  has  earned  $40,00  in  20  days  and  is 
still  at  it  and  is  well  pleased  to  see  the  abundant  productions  & 
of  those  beautiful  praries. 

Hirams  goods  arrived  here  on  the  13th  in  good  condition  nothing 
broke. 

Tell  Louisa  to  be  careful  of  that  buggy  when  she  is  driving 
over  them  pole  roads  and  save  it  for  dallas  County  when  she  gets 
there  she  c#n  drive  as  though  the  devil  was  after  her  and  hurt 
n  oth  ing 

There  is  some  talk  about  a  railroad  here  again  and  there  m&st 
be  one  along  the  river  and  it  will  come  along  by  or  near  your 
landeither  on  the  north  or  south  there  is  something  secret  about 
the  matter  for  some  cause  or  other  there  is  an  idea  afloat  that 
the  road  may  come  on  this  side  of  the  Spurlock  Bottom  if  so  your 
land  will  be  in  the  right  place  if  by  town  it  is  also  right 

No  more  at  present  but  our  best  respects  to  our  friends. 

Joseph  B  Fills 

PS  hr  Cornell  still  keeps  enquiring  about  the  matter  between  you 
andjhim 

40.  Dec.  16th  AD  1355 

Dear  Brother  T  received  your  letter  on  the  13th  inst  and  was 

glad  to  hear  from  you  We  are  all  well  at,  preseut 

these  few  lines  will  find  you  enjoying  good  health  times  are  gdod 

here  money  plenty  wages  high  and  plenty  to  do 

A  word  concerning  the  coutts  Circuit  court  sets 
four  times  per  year  Spring  session  sets  the  third  monday  in 
Aprile.  Probabte  court  sets  once  every  month  that  is  the 

court  you  want  to  attend  The  clerk  of  the  court  instructed  me 
that  the  addministrator  could  sell  an  estate  either  at  public  or 
private  sale  .just  as  the  court  decides  I  have  paid  the  tax  on 
the  polk  Co  land  it  was  #1.20  one  dollar  and  twenty  cents 
as  to  the  polk  Co  land  being  a  good  mill  site  T  answer  you  this 
past  summer  it  was  pretty  near  dry  or  I  should  say  the  water 
ceased  running  out  of  the  lake  if  beaver  can  be  turned  into 
the  lake  without  to  great  expense  T  presume  it  would  be  a  pretty 
good  mill  site 

As  to  what  it  will  bring  in  the  spring  I  cannot 
exactly  tell  you  that  it  is  ov/ing  to  circumstances  You  spoke 
of  sending  money  to  pay  the  tax  on  the  dallas  co  land  T  think 
the  wrents  of  the  farm  ought  to  pay  that  if  you  will  appoint  me 
agent  to  attend  to  the  wrent  of  the  farm  T  thiftk  I  can  raise 
money  enough  to  pay  the  tax.  T  dont  suppose  Joseph  Slaughter 
knows  anything  about  what  is  going  on  he  never  was  on  the  farm 
as  T  know. of  yet  T  see  them  every  few  weeks  they  trade  at  the 
Ft  altogether  I  make  no  charge  whatever  for  what  I  do  for  the 
estate  that  is  for  my  services  we  ought  to  do  it  up  with  as  • 
little  expense  as  possible  Ptobably  Slaughter  and  Sylvester 


— 


— 
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will  charge  pretty  high  for  their  services. 

t  have  not  time  to  enumerate  any  more 
present  both  friends  and  relations. 


so  fare  you  we±art 


It  is  now  time  to  pay  tax  on  the 
let  Sylvester  attend'  to  it. 


James  Hole raft  to 
Strother  Brumfield 
farm  probably  it  is  better  to 


41.  (Original  of  this  letter  very  faded*) 

_  _  .  Tuesday  morning,  Feb  7th  1856 

Dear  -ousm  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I  take  this  opportunitv 

you  tl?at.we  ars  v,’e11  at  present  and  hope  these  f^w  1  ines 
f ind  you  enjoying  the  same  blessing  T  received  your  letter 

was  very  happy  to  hear  from  you  I  nave  been  ri^ht 
stout  for  about  six  weeks  till  monday  X  had  a  very  hard  shill  a  1 

x/ha/J^  t Je  hf:e  had  a  swishing  snow  for  Loufs ix  weeks 

countv  the  est  "1Her  that  eo~r  has  been  khown  in  this 

county.  the  thermometer  was  twenty  nine  decrees  belnw 

it  is  reigning  and^now  is  melting  very^st 

Jil  Wa  tlllC^t0J°  With  you  t0  iowa  X  am  not  very  stout.  I 

TviUVwifwnV^  sum,r  321(3  if  T  set  my  healt/buy  next  spiting 
a  yea1'  y.will  so  to  low  a  and  get  a  tract  of  land  and  have  a  house 
put  on  it  and  then  X  will  come  back  and  get  my  wife  if  t  dont 

!  "'e.  sr  before  that  time.  X  wrote  thrfeletters  and  never 

nevlr  receivednan’r'A  T  r°te  ?nS  to  Jessy  81,3  one  to  Stanton  and 
not  T  dont  kn™* a/2  dont  knovi  whether  they  got  them  or  • 

one  to  iowa  from  this  neighborhood 

n'r  ,-jl  ?'  cloSG  as  ™y  band  is  getting  tremuolous.  Tell  the  rest 

us  hear  fZZZ™  getting  alonS  3210  ^11  them  to  write  and  let 
about  th^  pa  S?°r'v  Write  when  y°u  Set  back  from  iowa  and  vrfcite 

has^been/^/xHill  SjTgo  ou^ye?.^  °Ut  y°’J  tot  33  ’ny  he&ltil 

Write  soon  and  klet  us  hear  from  you  all. 
Yours  with  respect, 

Solomon  Hunter. 


42. 


AlbanyC Illinois)  July  6th  /  56. 


Mr  S.  Brumfield 
Sir. 

T  have  concluded  to  let  you  know  that  we  reed  a  letter  from 
youfcometime  after  your  return  from  here  and  not  having  In tthin^  of 
f£«^0rtance  t0  write  t0  y™  is  the  reason  thaJ?Sh“!  no?3 

w?  Ire  all°we??°?nd  h?ve  notMnS  yst  of  «Pectal  inhere?? 
aid  llrl  I*  2  have  been  so  this  Season  so  far  Last  Monday  Hi 

and  Lib  left.here  for  Fulton  County  Ind.  for  the  purpose  of  tab i nr 

of  ite|ndr|Sld^?|erTith  Pap  and  raaa  CJust  thIrik  v/hat  you  please 
of  .it  and  so  will  T)  i  have  been  taking  a  little  tramp  around 

or  Ld|^1PpStl2n9beP?r'evyesterday  T  went  t0  Morris  Station 
P  1+  p.?;1  ?oad(12  miles)  I  then  took  the  cars  and  went  to 

t  III*  C|ty/8  milfs)  3X16  then  a  waggon  home  (S  miles)  Next  day 
I  crossed  the  creek  over  to  Iowa (2-^  miles) thence  to  Clinton  City 

' ^  miles) thence  to  Lyons  (4  miles)  then  boarded  the  River  Packet 
and  returned  home  and  have  had  a  pleasant  time  and  now  have  good 
reason  to  be  dissatisfied  at  thSs  place,  the  Iowa  side  of  the 
iver  in  this  vicinity  Say  for  20  miles  is  going  ahead  of  this 

I  ni\imSr2Vement  .  Let  _rae..  know  when  the  farm  in  Buffalo  Grove 
could  be  had  posession  of  and  on  what  terms  that  is  all  the  land 


'  '«<*  *  F  i*  3  1  I 

s  %  ,  g  g  r,  t 
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42.  Continued. 

that  is  in  cultivation  likely  T  may  bring  up  there  as  14ary  wants 
to  go  there  and  the  women  rules  I  am  writing  on  my  knee  and  am 
about  to  stop 

J.  B.  Mills 

T  orter  t?rote  sooner  but  I  didnt. 


March  26th  1366. 

Dear  wife  I  arrived  at  Fort  Desmoines  yesterday  the  25th  about 
1  ocloclc  PM  after  three  days  and  knights  travel  from  Iowa  City 
by  Stage  and  had  to  walk  fxxaifcy  fully  half  the  way  the  roads  was 
varry  muddy  .  I  am  well  at  present  but  by  the  loss  of  sleep 
somewhat  fatigued  hoping  these  few  lines  may (find)  you  all  well 
the  folks  are  all  well  as  far  as  I  have  wentl  arrived  at  Josephs 
on  Wednesday  morning  T  found  Mary  and  the  children  in  bed  I 
slipped  in  the  room  and  took  on  surprise  They  bounced  and.  squealed 
out  TTncle  Strother,  uncle  Strother.  Clifton  says  uncle  Strother 
have  you  got  any  apples  before  was  there  ten  minutes.  I  ha/  e  n6t 
t ime .to  write  much  more  I  crossed  the  Mississippi  River  a  foot  on 
the  icejand  was  vary  dangerous  but  T  got  over  safe  but  was  some 
what  scared  T  done  fine  on  the  cars  seen  a  great  deal  of  fine 
country  and  no  snow  in  Towa  not  much  in  Illinois  T  was  surprised 
when  T  seen  Fort  Desmoines  T  cannot  tell  you  when  I  will  be  at 
home  but  soon  as  T  can  The  most  trouble  T  will  (have)  getting  home 
will  be  from  Fort  Desmoins  to  Towa  City  a  distance  of  136  miles  fif 
staging  and  the  frost  just  coming  out  of  the  ground  the  slews 
vary  bad 

No  more  at  present  but  remain  your  affectionate  husband  till  death 

Strother  Brumfield 

(This  addition  in  pencil)  rbe^c,/'. 

This  country  pleases  me  b&fce  as  ever  it  did  lean  get  $3.00  per  day 
at  carpenter,  work  and  board  myself  if  I  had  the  time  I  would 
work  some. 


44.  Here  follows  two  sale  bills.  The  first  apparently  is  the 
bill  for  the  sale  of  the  Property  of  Jesse  Brumfield (Sr)  deceased 
52  items  of  personal  property  are  listed  including  household 
goods  and  farm  implements  of  various  kinds. 

The  greatest  amount  paid  for  any  item  was  $11.  75  for  a  cook 
stove  sold  to  Bartley  Franklin.  Aaron  Ballard  purcahsed  a 
Bureau  for  $10.00  Jesse  Brumfield  purcahsed  a  scythed  and 
cradle  for  $  2.60.  The  smallest  amount  paid  for  item  v/as 
4  t  paid  for  a  square  by  Amos  Smith. 


The  second  sale  is  that  of  Hiram  Brumfield  apjjarently  made 
v.'hen  he. left  Randolph  County  before  Nov  1855.  Purchasers  are 
all  residents  of  the  old  home  community.  There  are  twenty 
items  listed  The  highest  price  paid  is  for  one  yearling 

r-T  Brumfield  and  the  second  highest  is 
Q+L+wf  yea^linf  heuer  sold  to  John  Robinson  for  $6.25 

>  Sarah,  and  Stanton  Brumfield  were  all  purchaseres 
at  the  sale. 


four 

colt 


45.  Next  appears  the  authorization  from  the 
County  Towa  to  Strother  Brumfield  to  act  as 
estate  of  Jesse  Brumfield  Deceased  .  This 


County  Judge  of  Polk 
administrator  of  the 
is  dated  March  27th  1856 


. 
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Albany  Sept  7th  1856. 


Mr  S.  Brumfield 

Sir 

Tn  compliance  partially  T  will  now  write  you  a  few  lines  but 
are  not  fully  and  entirely  Mary  has  been  sick  but  is  stout 

and  hearty  at  present  Sarah  Jane  is  also  well  Elizabeth  Ann 
and  Ann  Eliza  had  an  attack  of  the  fever  and  are  doing  very  well 
now  Clifton  and  Hiram  has  had  the  measles)very  hard  and  are  not 
well  yet  and  I  never  saw  a  person  have  so  much  fever  before  with 
that  disease  I  was  taken  with  a  chill  last  evening  but  think  that 
it  will  be  the  last  at  least  hope  so  T  pay  no  doctor  bills  v.hile 
T  keep  my  senses  and  they  do  not  buy  all  the  medicine  and  gather 
all  the  herbs 

You  asked  some  questions  which  will  answer  to  the  best  of  my 
abilityjwithout  repitition  Hi  had  money  enough  to  take  himjto 
Harpers  and  some  more  Gart(?)  Garrett  is  a  scoundel  and  Says 
nothing  about  the  fcsrjdxtmxls  land  trade  and  I  think  he  is  and 
ignorant  fool  and  has  found  ignorance  elsewhere  as  in  the  trade 
with  Father  and  another  with  Hr  Ho  Howe  Ilf  n  title  bonds  for  the 
landnot  bein.g  good  and  T  am  of  the  same  opinion  that  I  was  when 
you  was  herejthat  it  was  good  and  that  for  two  yearsjbut  he  told  Mr 
Ho llowell  that  he  claimed  his  forfeit ($20. 00)  and  he  said  no  more 
and  would  not  stand  a  lawsuit  30  miles  from  herejand  he  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  at  the  time  that  it  was  claimed 

T  have  paid  the  road  tax(bn  Father’s  lot  a  man  asked  me  if 
he  would  take  five  hundred  dollars  for  it  I  said  no  Well 
said  he  t  will  give  it 

You  say  that  that  railroad  is  about  to  fall  through  I 
can  hardly  think  that  it  will  there  is  something  in  it  probably 
that  T  do  not  ^understand  and  t  think  that  it  is  specualtion  in 
the  stock  if  it  can  be  cried  down  there  may  be  great  Speculation 
for  some  person^or  Company  T  have  seen  the  same  thing  tryed  here 
and  saisd  caried  at  Fulton  City  You  will  have  to  help  the  cause 
by  donation  of  certain  lots  and  a  little  more  money  or  it  wx±±xmay 
go  to  Clinton  City  or  Albany  the  people  scared  and  rather  than 
lose  what  they  had  invested  complyed 

Not  got  the  blues  so  bad  as  you  may  thinkjif  I  keep  my  healt 
and  times  keep  upjand  'r  can  raise  and  T  thinK  I  can  a  few  dimes 
against  the  t  Ime  of  the  Salebf  the  farm  in  Buffalo  Grove  and  there 
i s  no  inducement  for  me  to  go  there  at  present  that  I  know  of. 

From  what  T  hear(of )Nelson  Flack  he  will  find  a  harder  road  to 
travel  here  or  ^over  Jordan  either  You  may  see  us  in  Indiana  before 
ve  move  to  Towafcut  not  this  fall  not  flush  enough  at  present 
but  one  word  to  you  if  T  had  land  enough  there  to  make  me  a 
farm  I  would  have  been  there  before  now  so  you  have  I  shall 
try  to  attend  to  that  after  a  while  T  would  be  glad  to  know 
that  the  sale  of  the  farm  could  be  postponed  one  year  longer 
the  Railroad  project  that  was  on  hand  when  you  were  here  has  been 
droped  oy  the  people  here  but  if  a  or  the  company  wants  to  build  it 
bhey  may  The  project  now  in  vie?/  is  a  connection  with  the  road 
that  runs  from  Detroit  west  and  kendo ta  Illinois^-  point  about  ten 
miles  from  here  and  is  finished  and  under  construction  to  that 
point  which  ycu  can  see  by  reference  to  a  late  map  the  stock  is 
all  take„n  the  survey  nearly  completed  the  stockholders  are  going 
pay  overe  sixty  thousand  dollars  in  about  two  weeks  so  that  the 
road  will  be  put  under  contract  next  month  this  read (road) 
leaves  Chicago  to  the  North  so  that  the  detention  of  freight 
of  two  or  three  months  at  that  placewill  be  disposed  of  and 
also  a  heavy  drayage  bill  and  if  I  am  not  mistaken  there  will  be 
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a  road  here  arid  the  cars  on  it  in  less  than  one  and  also  one  from 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river  to  Iowa  City  the  Warsaw  road  mutt 
come  here .and  must  be  built  immediately  if  the  river  gets  much  lower 
it  is  10  inches  lover  than  ever  known  before  where  you  and  we  cress ed 
it  when  you  were  here  a  man  can  wade  it  all  but  about  three  rods 
there  is  lots  of  dead  fish  over  the  river  in  the  big  slough(as  we 
call  it)  and  there  was  not  s^ch  a  thing  before  since  T  have  been 
here  and  I  cannot  tell  how  the  fishing  will  be  this'season  I  will 
le  you  (know  )  about  (it  )  after  a  while  T  take  three  papers 

the  mail  that  carries  this  letter  will  carry 


have  sent  you  one 
another  and  will  send 
10  oclock  it  has  teen 


(written  on  the  side) 
Free  men,  Freel 
and  Taylor  A 


you  one  of  my  black  papers  after  a  while 
very  sickly  here  Some  of  ?  ? 

J.B.  Mills 

Freemont  men  all  about  here 
ws  Free  Speech  Free  Territory  and  Freemont 
piece  of  Marys  dress  3o <t  a  yard. 


47. 

Dear  Friend 


Iowa  Falls  Hardin  Co  Iowa 
Nov.  24th  1856 


After  so  long  delay  T  have  taken  my  seat  to  write  you 
a  few  lines,  to  let  you  know  that  T  am  still  alive.  I  amwell 
(pand  ? )  at  the  place  where  this  is  dated  T  have  been  traveling 
and  working  some  at  Ambrotypingjduring  the  last  3  months.  I  have 
madA  nnt.hiricr  nc  u-ir  apprentice  in  a  pecuniary  view. 

T  cannot  tell  but  I  am  going  to  try. 


made  nothing  as  yet  by  the 
Whether  I  ever  shall  or  not 


I  have  not  been  at  heme  for  over  a  month  The  folks  were  all  well 
when  I  was  there.  T  got  father  to  attend  to  that  land  business  of 
yours!  have  been  so  long  in  strange  places  Where  news  is  scarce 
that  T  do  not  know  what  to  write.  Since  T  left  home  t  have  not 
read  the  papers,  pai~d  no  attention  to  polotics.  I  am  as  ignorant 

of  what  is  going  on  in  the  Woirlcjas  one  who  cannot  read  and  lives 
upon  the  frontiers.  ' 


The  place  where  T  am  nov/  staying  is  quite  young-less 
than. a  year  old--  is  the  most  promising  place  I  have  been  in.  It 
is  situated  on  the  To\va  river —  good  building  stone  abundant, 
good  water  power,  and  good  stone  buildings  .  It  settled  orincipally 
by  Quakers  who  are  the  most  enterprising  set  of  people  T  have  met 
with.  I  do  not  like  this  country  so  well  as  Dallas,  Polk,  Story, 
+-U1*6  as  as  20  ^  is  concerned  .  Hut  the  people  make  up 
i  or  this  deficiency  ,  by  their  enterprise  and  thrift.  Times  are 
pretty  good,  business  lively,  money  matters  are  a  little  tighter 
here  than  usual  tut  the  pressure  is  not  much  felt.  We  had  early 

frost  yhich  injured  much  of  the  com--  the  earliest  frost  has  b*een 
known  here,. 

T  have  purchased  half  a  car  ,  in  which  T  am  to  work 
Jhen  leave  here  which  will  be  soon  I  am  going  to  Cedar  Falls  on 
Cedar  Paveralong  v/hich  I  expect  to  spend  the  winter,  unless  I  change 
my  mind.  I  expect  to  leave  here  about  the  first  of  next  week.  his 
county  gave  402  majority  for  Freemont  out  of  about  800  votes  . 

Gundy  ?)  gave^bne  democratic  vote  out  of  nearly  100.  Peing  so  far 
from  nome.T  had  not  the  pleasure  of  casting  a  vote  for  Freemont. 

1  lease  write  to  me  direct  to  Waterloo,  Blackhawk  County. 

Yours  respectfully,  J.A.  Sylvester 

Strother  Brumfield 


.. 
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Garden  Plain  April  4th  1858 


Dear  Uncle: 

t  nov;  set  down  this  beautiful  momingto  write  you  a  few 
lines  to  let  you  know  that  I  am  well  and  the  rest  of  the  folks  was 
well  the  last  time  T  was  home.  I  (a^ve  not  been  home  for  four  week; s 
tomorrow.  It  is  beaut  if ulweather  The  farmers^iave  been  making 

garden  last  weeks  T  am  going  to  uhurch  this  afternoon  they  have 
a  very  good  meeting  here  There  is  a  Sabbath  school  this  forenoon 
up  at  the  comers.  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Uncle  Jesse  last  Sunday 
and  Aunt  Harriett|T  am  staying  in  the  country  now  and  think  I  shall 
stay  all  summer  He  has  rented  his  farm  and  there  will  be  very  little 
to  do  They  have  plenty  of  good  apples  to  Thicle  Strothergnd  now 
you  need  not  say  another  word  about  your  apples  They  have  larger 
apples  here  and  better  tasting  than  they  have  there  T  think  T  fci 
have  been  out  horse  back  riding  three  times  areadyjthis  spring  and 
T  shall  go  a  great  man#  times  if  T  live  this  summer  times  are  i? 
very  hard  here  but  the  roads  are  dry  though  while  your  roads  are 
mud  mud  mud  mud,  T  presume  why  dont  you  go  away  from  that 
that  old  mudy  mudying(tconty? )  place  I  know  what  is  the  reason 
beacuse  you  derrent  Father  was  working  at  his  trade  out  in  the 
country  all  last  winte^and  he  got  reasonable  wages  T  think  if 
you  would  go  out  to  Iowa  Father  would  I  will  not  write  any  more 
to  you  today  Uncle  Strother  to  you  T  remain  your  affectionate 
niece  To  Sarah  J.  Mills  write  soon. 

To  Strother  Brumfield 

Direct  your  letters  Garden  Plain  Write  soon  and  write  to 

Whiteside  (  ?)  Ill  me  Please  do. 


(  Same  Letter: ) 

Dear  Aunt  (Ionise  ) 

I  thought  I  would  write  a  few  lines  to  you  with  the  poetry 
We  have  not^.  heard  from  Uncle  Hiram  since  her  baby  was  born.  Mother 
his  teased  me  to  write  to  them  but  t  will  not-  write  to  them  agane 
you  may  look  for  me  in  the  fall  if  nothing  happens  no  more  than  I 
know  of  I  should  like  to  see  you  all  and  hope  that  I  soon  shall 
T  should  like  to  see  Sippo  and  Clinton  very  much  Do  they  resemble 
Joseph  Gilmore  or  Marion  I  should  like  to  know  I  have  commenced 
some  poetry  about  Marion  but  I  cannot  finish  them  until  I  go  home 
and  I  will  se  nd  them  the  next  time  I  write  Mothers  heiAth  is 
very  poor  at  present  Ann  Eliza  is  very  poorly  Elisabeth  Ann  the 
same  Clifton  is  very  hearty  Hiram  the  same  Hiram  resembles  Clifton 
when  he  was  his  age  I  am  much  obliged  to  Uncle  Strother  for  his 
negro  sermon  and  the  sale  of  a  wife  I  shall  keep  it  until  I  diea 
and  .then  T  shall  will  it  to  some  of  my  friends  I  dont  know  who 
that^is  yet  but  I  have  an  id4a  Aunt  (Breen  ?)  if  she  will  write  6 
to  me  I  v; ill  the  same  I  would  write  anyway  if  I  thought  it  woufld 
get  an  answer  and  I  want  to  know  if  Rachel  Ranier  lives  there  yet 
and  if  she  is  there  T  have  not  got  any  letter  lately  Tell 
Martha  Jane  and  Stanton  that  it  is  time  she  is  answering  my 
letter  and  Aunt  Lib  the  same  It  is  time  that  I  was  getting  dinner 
so  no  more  at  present  but  remain  your  affectionate  neice 

S.J.  Hills  to  Louisa  Brumfield 
Y/rite  soon  and  I  will  do  the  same. 


— 


* 
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<a, 


T) ear  Cow 


*•>  q 


cor  I'3 


not  yo  to  the 


•Tnne  11th  1P5R . 

(fro":  Lancaster  O,  Foot 

*  _  _  —  _____  _  I  r  •  . 


picnic  on  accoon- 


of 


too 


ra>*n  t  will  take  the  liberty  to  answer  your  letter  as  Solomon  is 
not  at  home.  Tic  is  nov:  in  nebraska  likes/the  country  very  veil 
and  had  mt'red  a  pi°c°  of  land  two  niles  from  Omaha  Citty  »7e 


lad  to  ’mar  fro'"  von  a* 


-  e  th  onmht  von  had 


are  all  well  and  r' 

0”  ‘to  forco4- ten  ns  ...  ...  ..... . ....  ......  . „  . 

welcome  n”pr°  has  been  any  quantity  of  raupere  .  Conseqnently 
a  ~~od  many  farmers  coni'3  not  plant  half  they  intended  on  ac  con  n’t 


■nd  von  may  know  yonr  letter-  ~et  withe  a  hearty 


■  p  *  r"-  *1  o  *  j  * 


-rfloved  with  vrater 


the 


hard  t  Lmes 

general  comp  la  in’’  here  the  roads  are  almost  impassable  now 
hurries  and  wagons  ere  dispensed  r ith  and  we  have*  to  yo  on  horseback 
'hey  were  a?  1  -ell  at  Amandas  +hc  Inst  acconnt  except  "her  oldwt 


in' 


has  not  walked  withont 


Crutch 


vs  re: 


iky 


n  +he  neigi 
had  my  bean  v ih  h 


Core  in  T.ketners 


child  she  ha?  the  white  swell  In ~ 

^or  the  last  v°vr  mhrs  —astern  i’pver 
y  ear Iv  el  1  +  hr'  vcnn?  men  hmm  le^^  for 

t  he  rest  Solomon  is  com  In?  home  this  fall  _ _ 

are  rro  ln~  to  Iian~as  as  seonjas  he  returns  the  last  acconnt  he 
had  started(se°  let+er  ”o  f?  )  Lewis  'Tnnter  is  in  Illinois 
teaching  school  T  won  l*  lo^e  to  come  ont  and  see  all  my  cons 'b  s 

t  am  sorry  von  md  yonr  ladv  cannot  come  in  he  have  b^en  exnect'n^ 
'-on  th  w  spline  ~’ell  T .•  ib  to  write  to  me  !'o+her  and  r-ne  send 


+  c. 


a  a  x* 


respects  to  all 
x  must  close  mW  close  my  id  ier  have  hive  ont  as  well  as 
my  pen  "  will  yon  a  paper  with  this  I  have  herd  tub 

speak  of  &nv  Platt  I  snpoosw  he  won  Id  like  to  see  her  he 

en. joyed  his  visit  very  rich  ont  there 

-  ive  my  love  to  all  inquiring  fr  lends  while 


T  write 


S  t  roth  er  ^r1  r"f  i  e  Id 


respectinliy  remain 
Your  A  ffec  Cons  in 
"’amah  C.  ""’••nter 
Lon " s  a  ~~ r 1 1  ~  f  veld 


Lxcnse  imperfections. 


— 


' 
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Adel,  Dallas  Co  Tov.a. 
Feb  6th  -  1859. 


Dear  Sir: 

v0urs  of  Jar  22nd  was  received  Feb  1st.  We  were  r^d 
to  h^ar  that  you  were  enjoying  health  which  ispest  of  all  temporal 
b els sings, That  we  car  en.-joy  here,  we  through  tie  dispensation  of 
of  Divine  providenceare  partakers  of  the  same  bless ing  at  this 
time  but  we  have  nearly  all  beer  sick  with  bad  colds  since  T 
wrote  last  (+»*«)  hard  here  yet  out  State  Bank  is  in  operation 
and  money  seems  to  be  more  in  circulation  v.rita  tnose  tnat  have 
anything  to  fetch  it.  but  it  takes  a  large  quantity  of  produce 
to  fetch  in  a  small  pile  of  money.  TJenry  Thornburgh  has  bought 
several  hundred  bushels  of  corn  at  15  cts  bush.  there  has  been 
good  prairie  land  about  four  miles  HH  from  here  sold  for 
Congress  price  (cash)  timber  land  rates  from  ten  to  525.00 
per  acre  Dry  goods  and  groceries  at  high  prices  but  dull  sale 
Yes  t  did  forget  that  certificate  T  have  it  and  two  receipts  for 
tax(to  wit)  for  18e'5  &  1856  T  shall  inclose  them  injthis  letter 
Yes  I  am  well  acquainted  with  Jeremiah  Perkins  he  is  own  cousin 
to  Watson  0  Anderson  the  first  time  T  ever  saw  him  was  at  our 
house  about  twenty  years  ago  the  next  time  was  xbxKt  3  years 
ago  last  spring  when  he  came  to  Adel  since  then  v;e  have  a  chat 
every  time  we  meet.  he  is  an  attorney  counselor  at  lav;  and 
I  believe  Hot  ary  Public  I  th'ink  he  is  a  nice  sort  of  man  tie  &c. 
How  for  the  weather  the  first  day  of  December  it  commenced 
snov'ing  and  made  good  sleighing  which  lasted  for  two  weeks  then 
left.  the  weather  has  been  fine  ever  since  up  to  the  2nd  day 

of  February  the  wind  from  the  south  and  southwest  most  of  the 
t.  ime  roads  got  dry  and  dusty  some  however  we  had  one  or 
two  days  every  week  that  was  pretty  cold  we  have  had  but  one 
small  th'mble  of  rain  since  December  came  in  the  first  of 
December  the  river  froze  over  between  here  and  Adel  and  teams 
have  been  passing  and  repassing  ever  since  although  the  river 
has  been  open  above  until  February  set  in  it  has  been  quite 
cold  for  a  few  days  but  the  wind  got  back  in  the  south  last  night 
fand  is  there  yet.  mhe  weather  is  moderating  . 

To  Strbthor  Brumfield.  Yours  truly,  John  Sylvester. 

'Yell  Louisa  the  girls  dont  seem  Inclined  to  tell  who  their  beaus 
is  and  t  have  not  Maria  says  she  has  none  Oh  yes  Louisa 
with  all  my  heart  yon  may  have  my  coat  come  and  take  it  and 
dont  forget  to  bring  Strother  along  also  them  three  big  boys 
v.T e  would  be  glad  to  see  you  all  out  here  tell  Strother  if  you 
wont  fetch  him  he  must  fetch  you  fre  &c  . 

Yours  as  ever,  Old  Johnny,  Ha,  Ha, Ha. 


■  .  •  ■'  ; 
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(  Notice  to  newspaper  ,  apparently) 

Sept  12th  -  1853 


11  .F.  Finn’s  Fsq. ,  Pleas  announce  the  Marriage  By  /as  Nichols  Esq 
on  the  10th  inst. 

.  «T.  Jarrett  Ruxh  A.  Olaen 

at  the  residence  of  S.  Brumfield 

all  of  7/ashtngton  Township. 

May  the  happy  pair  he  loved  and  respected  by  all  those  around 
them, wherever  thio  lot  may  be  cast.  May  their  life  be  long  and 
happy  one  their  death  peaceful  and  heaven  their  home. 

per  S.  Brumfield 

(  This  girl  lived  at  the  S  Brumfield  home, was  raised  there) 

5Ll 

Albany  (Ill)  January  the  26th  I860 
Mr  S.  Brumfield 

Sir  I  expect  you  have  returned 

from  your  St  To  trip  and  so  believing  I  thought  T  would  write  you 
a  few  lines.  vVe  are  all  well  at  present  Mary  is  preparing  some 
fish  for  dinner  T  guess  I  will  be  very  greatful  as  T  have  a 
great  aujrfetite  It  snowed  nine  inches  deep  last  night  and  is  very 


provisions  are  scarce 
because  of  the  poor  Corn 


v’ arm  today 

V 

reason  is 

frost  early  in  the  fall  which  made 
Farmers  having  run  in  de£t  and  have 
thing  that  they  could  get  cash  for 
high  or  6  ft.  5  inches  I  dont  know  which 
Sarah  Jane 
they  smell 
throw  a  club  at'  him 
is  standing  here  and 
is  He  says  he  would 


and  both 

AnnVlliza 


here  at  this  time  and  the 
Crop  which  v;as  killed  by  the 
the  pork  crop  light  and  the  • 
been  obliged  to  sell  every 
Elizabeth  Ann  5  feet  six  inches 
Ann  Eliza  is  high  as 
less  than  their  mother  Oh  these  fish  how 
says  if  Foe  does  not  write  to  her  she  will 
She  wrote  him^  letter  3  months  since  Hi 
looks  like  would  say  something  and  here  it 
like  to  see  them  cousins  he  is  very  stout 


and  heartv  and  Clifton 


is  also  he  can^ead  in  the  second  reader  arid 
does  at  schoo  Well  I  eat  them  fish  and  they  were  very  good 
and  now  T  must 'going  to  court  Ja  n  29  th  came  home  from 

court  last  evening  Saw  one  man  fined  $100  for  maliciously 
shooting  a  neighbors  colt  and  killing  the  same  whole  bill  $150.-- 
and  next  coracs  the  suit  for  damages  $150 

Si  50 


$300 

and  it  is  a  good  structure  T  will  give  you 
You  will  see  by  the  diagram  that  five' stones 
a  cell  there  are  one  for  the  floor  one  for  the  ceiling 
which  makes  it  very  secure.  Boarding  costs  shk  $1.00 
per  day.  T  must  go  to  the  fish  market  .just  now. 
well  T  come  back  with  a  heavy  hand  Hi  says 
he  is  coming  to  your  house  when  the  old 
cars  c^me  on  her  track  hegf  is  bothering 
me  all  the  time  T  am  writ  ingjgo  away  Hi. 

Louis^Mary  says  she  is  not  so  old  and  you 
might  think  she  hopes  to  live  South  of  here 
many  years  yet  and  she  is  only  about  old 
enough  to  begin  to  have  pleasure  in  this 
world (she  liv^d  to  be  94-Ed)  and  T  expect 
to  travel  over  California  Oregon  and  New 
Mexico  She  has  an  extensive  mind  and  not 


was  in  the  new  jail 
the  plan  of  one  cell 
forms  the  walls  of 


— 


•  - 
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51  Cont. 

the  worst  either  Narv  people  have  .just  taker  the  worst 

colds  T  ever  saw  and  we  are  among  the  number  T  am  at  work  at 

1°  -pairs  of  hi irds  at  the  amount  of  40  dollars  ard  thenT  shall 
KKtxa  go  at  1000  lites  of  9  ty  10(0cts)  ard  9  hv  14(8  cts)  and 

by  the  time  T  get  them  dore  sprirg  will  he  oper^  The  rext  time 

T  will  write  more  if  I  car  thirk  of  it 

J.  T».  Nil  Is 


62. 


Tues  Norn ing  Oct  23/' 60 


Dear  TTncle  ard  Amt 

Tt  is  with  the  greatest 

pleasure  that  t  sit  down  to  try  to  compose  ray  mind  enough  to  write 
to  you  T  have  been  thinking  about  writing  a  few  lines  for  some 
time  ard  slipping  it  'into  their  letters  when  they  write  if  it  was 


only  to  send  my  love)t 
beer  going  to  school 


r^ioO  all  our  relatives  and  friends  Put  T  have 

our  school  is  out  nov'  ard  if  T  do  rot 

write  a  few  lines  occasionally  you  will  thirk  there  is  no  such 
being  in  ex  1st, ere e  as  X  .  Y/hen  T  come  to  reflect  upon  it  T  begin 
to  think  it  is  about  time  for  me  to  speak  ,  read  or  write  as  it 
is  almost  four  months  since.  The  Tornado  T  was  very  badly  frightened 
t  the  time  but  after  it  v/as  over  I  had  to  laugh  at  some  of  the 
funny  expressions  made  by  the  people  ’Veil  I  guess  I  have  wrote 

enough  for  today  T  am  going  out  to  help  Clif  flv  his  kite  and 

ty  the 

y< 

F; 

would  rather  go  to  school  Put  0  dear  we  are  only  go  ing  to  have 
6  months  school  in  a  year  perhaps  T  will  take  a  walk  over  to 
your  house  next  week  wont  you  let  me  stay  with  you  provided  I 
will  be  good  girl  and  help  Aunt  to  take  care  of  them  little 
Brumfields  TTa  ha  T’ncle  you  need  not  be  bragging  about  your 
apples  and  c  ider  he  have  apples  and  cider  once  a  year  but  v.e  don~<H 
envy  you  your  bushels  of  apples  and  barrels  of  cider  for  v.e  have 
fresh  fish  every  day  have  such  good  squashes  v,e  eat  squashes 
until  the  yellow  shows  through  our  skins  Glorious  Country  this 
Oh  yes  we  have  ten  10  bushels  of  turnips  25  bushels  of  potatoes 


uu'ifc-'M  -  ’ *  cui.tty  l  a;n  go  vug  out,  t  o  ne±p  uiii  i  iy  ms  Kite  and 
y  the  time  you  have  read  this  (if  you  haven  t  thrown  it  away  before 
ou  get  this. far)  T  will  add  a  few  linesjmore  Wednesday  morning 
rigitv  Fr  if  it;/  fum  T  wish  T  had  some  one  to  write  for  me  and 


barrel  of 


nickels 

r* 


sour  kraut  ditto  we  have  pickled  tomatoes 


1 

a  gallon  or  two  of  catsup  (  we  I’ve  on  vegetables  mostly  out  her£ 
and  1  barrel  of  apples  They  are  little  sour  crab  apples  though 
Sallie  finished  a  dress  this  morning  for  the  bankers’ daughter’ 

“  ‘  ‘  $5 

fort  he  girl  she  is  but  7  years  old  Sallie  is  following  the 
dress  making  trade  now  Sometimes  she  makes  a  great  deal  and  other 
t  imps  it  IS  dull  ana  meu  cut;  ijuo  uuvjii  OJ 

for  the  merchants  wives 


of  Lyons  Tt  was  a  splendid  dress  cost  $8  £  it  was  a  party  dress 

* 

l 

then  she  does  not  make  much  She  is  sewing 
in  Ig/ons  she  has|pecome  a  great  favorite- 
ithh^jr  homes  "ell  Johnbmith  to  write  to  me  and  let  me  know  ho  In/ 


the  uses  him 


ell  him  r  have  not 


t  forgot te Whim  and  can  just 
recolect  his  g^od  humored  face}?.ind  do  tell  Rainers  to  writers  a 
letterla  mile  long  an  d  send  it  out  to  succor  state  to  the  little 
town  of  Albany  Well  T  must  get  upland  dinar  as  Sarah  declares 

she  is  starving  T  know  dear  Aunt  T  am  writing  a  long  dry  letter 

t  tried  to  get  something  to  spice  it  with  but  T  have  such  a  sober 
dry  old  head  that  T  have  ransheked -looked  on  all  the  shelves  in 
my  nogrin  vu.t  found  noth  uigltut  quietness  and  sobriety(do  you  not 
pity  voir  poor  niece  )  Tell  Nartna  Jane  Aunt  Lib  and  Aunt  Sarah 
lo  write T  wish  T  was  in  old  soccurr.  for  but  a  day  T  v.oulc  stir  yuu 

all.  to  a  sense  of  duty  And  dear  old  grandmother  T  wish  I  could 


— 


— 


■ 
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he  with  her  for  a  while  T  v/oulc  tell  her  thing’s  T  cannot  write 
T  would  tell  her  some  of  my  strang  adventures 

So  no  more  at  present, 

From  your  affectionate  niece 

Flida. 

(Tote:  Flida  Fills  dt  of  Jacob  and  Fary  [^rumf  ieldj  Fills  ) 

53. 

Tuesday  Forming  Oct  23  /  60. 


of  S^pt  11- 14 

from  you  Fother  surmised  som 


'e  received  yours 


for  she  had  such  fearful  dreams 


Dear  TTncle  Strother  _  _ 

Jpesday  morning  I  cannot  express  our  joy^at*7 heading 

mething  was  wrong  some  0f  you  sick"* 


■/rong  some  or  you  s  Lck 
Fotherjis  getting  to  be  somewhat 

I  1  OVOC  1  +  ft  rv,  ^  -  4-  t-  •  _  -i.  . 


of  an  Old  Franny  she  says  sne  believes  it  £s  simply  this  that 

^a^SihT-J  ee^  5?  oldT  *er  %irl*  'ire  mowing  to  be'  such  stylish 
S°°  '  ^°^;n?rr  Lib  and  T  v as  up  to  the  Forrison  Fair  in 

+  Rt?yed  a*  *lorae  ^  then  we  had  an  opportunity  to  go  over 

the  River  Oamanchee  Fair  and  Flica  went  with  us  Lib  is'  such  a 
neat  tall  treble  looking  girl  she  attracts  attention  wherever  she 


tf^cle  Strother  if  Lib  was  your  neice  T  would  not  be 

n  T*  O  g*  fT  "I  T>  .“f  4  rr  ^  _  -i-  XI.  •  ^  . 


bra^infl-  ***sx*xy*  at  this  rate  -  .just  want  to  notify  you  of  fi 
the  facts  that  you  have  one  of  the  hansornnest  nieces  in  Lib  ?- 
one  of ^the  sweetest  and  cutest  little  sunburnt  trickpiayer  in 
.jlida  imagine  able  out  west  .  Few  why  cannot  you  yoke  up  your 
oxen!  0  excuse  me  harness  up  your  horsed  end  buggy  d-  just  make 
a  trip  out  to  the  succor  State  and  visit  those!  0  well  it  dont 
make  any  difference  Jo  and  Fary  that  is  just  as  well.  V/n  are  happy 
to  hear  you  enjoyed  your  visit  to'/Chio  £  arrived  home  safe  at  the 
end.  t  suppose  you  would  like  to  hear  something  more  about  the 
Tornado  for  Father  did  not  say  much  about  it.  T  vn  11  just  ^iv<= 
you  n  short  sketch  of  some  curious  fasts  freaks.  k  ?»r  ^as*s~ 
daughter  after  the  storm  had  subsided  £  excitement  was/over  she 
t  bought  she  would  take  a  peep  in  her  chamber  Jn  th<=>  second  s 
of  the  house  when  to  her  great  astonishment  there  'lay  a  p  ^strung 
across  her  bed  with  the  window  smashed  in.  Li  the  moraihg°  T 
t bourn t  T  would  go  down  in  town  -p  see  what  vas  going  on  Vnen  T 
vasjdown  opposite  one  of  pot  fine  merchants  dwell  in  his  daugnt«- 
came  r  unning  out  crying  my  n ew  l^'t+le  dr: 


and  some  one  foun 


;ress  is  all  tore  to  ribbons 


-  -  ......  _w  ...  it  up  on  the  hill  and  T  never  wore  it  yet,  T 

c  onxorted  her  *y  tellin^er  she  ought  to  he  thankful  she  escaped' 
v  ith  her  lixe  •'  passed  on  a  short  distance  -.hen  I  met  a  I.'rs  Love 


v.;  ixn  ner  lire  ?r  p< 

one  of  the  greatest  talkers  in  town  and  asked  her  what  was  the 
matter  Laws-me  said  she  matter  enough  that  old  speckled  hen  that 
flayed  an  egg  every  day  this  spring  has  her  back  broke  and  did  not 
have  any  hopes. of  recovery;  passed  a  short  distance  more ’and  met 
a  Vvfi .  01 -5s  just  abo”t  (such)  Another  man  as  Amos  Smith  and 
looked  as  sour  and  mad  as  could  he:  why  Fr  fids  what  is  the 


he 


(matter)  said  'r;  just  go  down  to  look  at  my  current  bushes 


yo1 


/  ~  y  j  — —  —  w  ■  •  — —  —  •.  y  <  «  ►_  >  *  _  jl. 

want  to  knov:  said  he  t acre  is  not  a  current  on  them  every  cne 
b lowed  off;  0  well  T  shall  tell  yon  nothing  more  about  the 
tornado  Something  about  our  own  affairs  will  interest  you  more 
Father} is  mxkxxx  work  in-'  for  hi. 50  a  day  now  at  the  druggist  Lib 
is  working  there  at  hi.  00  a  week  °  she  is  going  to  stay  there 
t  his  winter  she  has  been  there  13  months  T  am  staying  at  home 
at  present.  T  work  at  the  dress  making  trade.  I  must  confess  T 


h  wre  been  rather  unfortunate  inf  si  v  choice  T  thought  perhaps  he 
would  grow  to  be  more  steady  in  time  but  no  on  the  contrary 
ue  seemed  to  grow  more  dissapated  Re  has  gone  to  Pikes  Peak 

at  home  by  Fathers  and  Fothers  request. 


n  ov’  an- 


am 
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53  Cent. 

t  have  not  1  :ved  v/ith  him|for  one  year  and  do  not  expect  to  for 
another  year  to  come  snd  then  T  will  get  my  divorce.  I  d  id  expect, 
xo  come  and  visit  you  this  fall  but  there  has  been  a  draw  back. 

Ever  yours  ,  Sarah. 

(In  the  margin)  T'ocle  you  must  write  and  answer  this  as  soon  as 
you  get  it  will  you  please.  I  must  v;rite  some  to  Aunt  and 
Grandmother. 


54. 


Rochester  Tnd.  June  27  -  I860, 


power  of  attorney  frorl/ou  with  no 
’ n  with  it,  T  wish  vou  would  v; r i it 


Dear  Brother 

I  received 

instruct 'on  as  to  what  to  do  with  it  T  wish  you1  would  write  to 
me  as  soon  as  you  receive  this  and  inform  me  who  this  David 
Brumfield  is  and  ^  11  about  it.  and  how  much  of  an  estate  there)* 

is.  T  see  from  tho  power  of  attorney  that  tv:ere  has  teen  only 
-Tesse  nrumf  ie  Id  that  has  signed  when  the  pa per  shows  that  Sarah 

P.  Molcroft  appeared  before  the  Clerk  and  acknowledged  the  sign-ing 
on  a  sealing  of  the  Power  of  Attorney  but  she  has  not  s igned  it. 

You  will  please  answer  and  give  all  the  information  in  regard  to 

it. 


StroLther  Brumfield 


Yours  respectfully,  Hiram  H  Brumfield, 


55.  STAY'S  of  Tnd  iana 

Randolph  Co.  /SS 

J.  Henry  Neff,  Clerk  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  of  the  County,  certify  that  Strother  Brumfield  of 
said  County  has  been  appointed  gaurdian  of$he  person  and 
property  of  Stanton  ^mrfield  and  Martha  Brumfield,  minor  heirs 
of  Jesse  Brumfield,  late  of  said  County  deceased  -and  has 
c  ual if  1  ed  as  such . 

Tn  testimony  whereof  T  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Court  the  18th  d~y  of  Dec.  1860 

BERRY  H.  NEFF,  Clerk. 


5  6 . 


Albany  (Ill)  D*c.  9th  1860. 


Yours  of  some  date  came  to  hand  in  time  and  we  were  very  gdad 
to  hear  that  you  were  reasonable  well  the  case  is  the  same  with 
us  at  at  present  Ole  Abe  is  elected  President  it  is  snowing 
very  fast  and  is  the  r^v^nth  snow  that  fell  this  winter  the 
river  closed  on  the  1st  of  this  Dost  ice  thin  whether  very 
m  ode  rat  elf  or  *"ln+er  corn  plenty  not  half  gathered  yet  20  c£s 

p'r  bushel  none  for  rale  Stock"  very  fat  %  5.00  -  $6.00 
per  evt  T'anks  had  rabbits  plenty  and  very  fat  Chickery  (?) 
scarce  Groceries  very  high  'Ve  have  about  2  barrels  of  pork 
so  fat  that  Vary  can  hardly  cook  and  cannot  eat  and  the  sight 

i  has  12  galons  of  lard  made 
The  potato  crop  was  verj 

T»\  ref  ere6 


o 

t 

it  makes  h 

q  y 

1  s' 

lake 

hcr  head 

0 

-r 

j. 

the 

best  c 

or 

■n  crop 

T  ever  saw 

1 

arge  w 

otth  1 

5c  ts 

pr  b 

ushel  or 

t 

o 

that 

note 

T  think 

you  had  b 

j 

st  ice 

of  .th 

Pe? 

ace  a 

nd  sue  it 

s 

o 

t  tie 

*t  the 

« 

ay 

you 

describe 

•J 


. 
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5  6  Cent. 

It  might  be  fradulently  obtained 


if 


md/vou 

‘■c. 


should  pressure  to 


settle  and  not  give  me  a  chance  to  defend  the  same  in  law  you 
would  do  me  an  injustice  and  assume  too  much  responsibility  and 
if  i+  has  been  discharged  you  certainly  do  not  w'sh  to  collect  tee 
same  again  and  T  would  no+  again  want  to  have  to  discharge  it  for 
4  times  the  amount  when  you  write  again  express  or  exnla ’n 
what  you  mean  by  saying  yon  will  have  to  take  the  amount  out  of 
mv  share  of  +he  estate,  t  want  youjto  understand  that  T  have  paid 

+  hat  note  double  and  T  ha/  e  a  cash  charge  against  the  same  ” _ 1 

farther  it  ?s  an  impossibility  to  make  a  settlement  injthat  as  I 
will  never  concede  to  any  such  terms. 

'Text  Sarah  Janes  case  She  and  her  and  her  hiers  went  to  Geo  Suck 
and  he  commenced  his  insignificance  and  triflingness  and  she 
supported  them  as  Ions  as  she  thought  fit  Came  shame  Some 
of  his  crimes  are  to  indecent  to  pencil  and  the  having  3 

mistresses  did  not  agree  very  well  with  her  feelings  _ _ 


Sarah  Jane  tore  this  very  much. 

J.^.  Mills 

Feb  15th  1361  (same  letter  Mo  56) 


on 


't  snowed  another  foot  last  night  and  still  snowing  hard, 
Mary's  youne-  fifty  dollar  cow  and  calf.  These  gals  of  ours 


are  well  pleased  when  there  is  to  be  a  dance  they  all  go  and 


0  gosh  -  a 
my  legs. 


-  mighty  says  Lib  the  next  day  what  is  the  matter 


57.  Albany  Feb  14th  1861 

Mr  S.  Prumfield 

Sir  in  complyance'  with  your 

request  T  am  again  writing  I  wrote  a  letter  to  send  to  you 
Gee. 7th  but  not  ma;l  it  T  think  T  will  send  it  with"  this 
lot  of  matter  at  it  he  tune  I  wrote  ink  was  froze  and  I  penciled 
at  W e  are  all  reasonable  or  very  well  or  in  extremely  good 
health  at  present  and  such  has  been  our  condition  since  you 
heard  from  us  the  winter  has  been  very  mildJ.vith  about  three 
f  set  of  snow  and  if  we  were  in  Socham  I  should  expect  to  be  in 
mud  half  so  deep  for  the  next  6  months  m  but  it  is  a  happy  thing 
"’or  us  that  v-;e  are  here  I  am  not  very  fleshy  at  present  I  only 
weigh  160  pounds  but  am  gaining  very"  fast  think  I  shall  soon 
be  a  man  if  T  keep  on  a  little  whiles  You  wanted  me  to  write 
about  everything  it  is  a  hard  mater  well  An  Eliza  ana  Martha 
Jane  are  of  the  same  cholor  ?  Same  Abolition  Mary  is  in  very 
g ood  health  weighing  90  pounds  Clifton  is  as  stout (a^  a  buck 
and  Hiram  is  much  stouter  and  as  handsome  as  a  picture  and  fat 
as  ahog  with  cheeks  as  red  as  rosies  and  his  eyes  flashes  fire  and 
Sparkling  as  gems  Elizabeth  Ann  is  as  tall  as  a  rail  and  that 
is  my  height  T  have  beenjtalk ing  about  farming  some  as  when  ~ 
stop  the  mill  stops  and  if  we  plant  our  living  will  grow  in  the 
knlmht  and  rainy  davs  and  if  T  should  the  terms  are  these  of 
100  acres  stocked  w'th  30  hogs  10  cov.'s  and  a  team  sufficient  to 
perform  all  the  work  chickens  J  c  for  one  half  of  the  grain  and 
increase  of  the  stock  and  shall  not  take  it  for  less  than  three 
years  We  have  reed  a  power  of  attorney  to  you  to  receive  and 
receipt  to  Vim  ^rumfleld  for  certain  moneys  cue  your  fathers  estate 
Mar:/  claims  to  sign  the  instrument  with  these  conditions  that  the 
monies  so  received  snail  be  to  her  own  use  to  do  with  as  she 


the 


port i on  o f  i +  fchat  s  he . may 


pleases  so  far  as 
r  ier  Tt  ’  Hiram  has  not  sign 

Harper  told  him  not  to  as  the  objection  as  m  _ 

Gilliam  and  Elizabeth  Clenny  botn  sign  it  as  you  will  see. 


if  #  .iiqi  y 

t  as  you  w  ill’ s 


inherit  I  also 
ee  I  suopose 


us  hand  write 


— 


’ 

frrmi 

f-  '• 


41. 
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5  7  -  Cent. 

’•'he  corn  crop  is  not  more  than  half  gathered  yet  at 
Como  they  turn  it  in  the  nlace  of  woo d  and  coal  anc  claim  that 
’  t  is  cheaper  'To  more  at  present  hut  T  remain 

&  Pills  to  Strother  •hoimfield. 


(Last  pa  ere)  You  have  ^ot  ahead  of  me  with  your  breast  em'-le- 
b’1!  there  is  not  the  same  opportunity  here  that  th«>ro 
as  the  expenses  are  double  .oere  what  they  ar°  there  and  no* 
organization  at  this  place  (Albany)  the  nearest  is  at  Fulton  C-’+v 
we  are  now  waiting  your  brother  T.Tr  Dean  S  Ffner  tc  take  our 
acknowledgements  on  That  Power  of  AT.torney  Notary  Public 
anc  Attorney  at  Law  A  thought  .just  occured  to  my  mind  that  von 
send  that  note  to  him  and  he  and  I  will  settle  the‘  sam®  accordin- 
to  justice  on  the  part  of  the  note  and  amount  & 


Yours  truly 


<TP  ?' 


57. 


Albany  April  loth  1861 


Strother  T  have  writtenko  Williamson  and  hav«  been 
waiting  for  an  answer  before  T  wrote  vou  your  letter  came  +o 
hand  in  thro®  davs  anc  X  ought  to  have  had  an'  answer  and  you  also 
beiorejtn  is  time  we  are  all  in  reasonable  health  at  th'xx  presnt 

he  weather  nasbeen  the  most  backward  this  spring  since  we  have 
been  here  "he . roads  are  so  bad  at  present*  that  it  is  impossible 
to  get  out  of  tn  is  place  with  more  than  an  emoty  waggon  Th® 
farmers  have  .just  commenced  sowing  wheat  generality  done  in  Larch 
I.  id  e  was  married  to  Willard  Cutler  of  Clinton  Iowa  on  the 
2  6th  of  r. Torch  and  lives  there  We  have  not  saw  L?b  about 
three  months  rather  a  long  visit  We  shall  start  for  t  he  west 
as  soon  as  possible  that  is  as  soon  as  we  can  get  ready  and  the 
roads  will  permit  and  that  appears  to  be  the  best  T  can  do  at 


rted  at  this  time 


mhe 


es 


present  Ido  wish  we  was  sta 

here  is  very  hard  here  The  wheat  crop  here  has  failed  the  two 
last  seasons  anc  the  corn  last  season  which  leaves  the  monev 
rather  low  Produce  the  opposite  and  work  scarce  T  have  a\jbb 

y  and  board  so  long  as  T  shall  stay  here  Flour  ds 
oer  nundred  pounds  Pork  124  Coffee  33  1/3 

Peef  none -to  poor  to  kill"  r  never  saw  here  so 
since  we  come  here  The  com  is  so  poor  th 


C  r~  c^r\ 


at 

seven  dollars 
sugar  1-4  to 
many  poor  cattle 


it  will  hardly  keep  Stock  in  good  order  and  scarce 
old  $1.00  -  — --  - 


leat  $1.25 


n  ew 


v;  ork 


Tnhaste  yours  d-  c 
V/  ell-  -T-in-cle  Aunt  and 


T  mu, 


T-J 


^eave  in  a  few  minutes  to 


+'-at 

05 


cts 


uiJ 


would  write 
done  well  and  Lib 


1  fgx  1  ^ 
•J  " 


s  ame 


1 1 


she 


CO1' 


Wills 

cousins  since  father  was  writing  T  thought 
a  few  lines  .  ^  am  well) and  doing  well  Lide  has 
h  m?  wellser(?)  --J  -  -  -  -  - 


LS 


and  Pother  would  do  the 


Id  only  get  started  for  Iowa  she  says  write  soon 


f^r  she- wants  to  hear  from  you  before  they  start 
something  ’I  do  no  like  to  say  much  about  since 


"11+  this 


-troA-e — such  a  big  storv 


ell 


abo 


lO 

n  yo'i 


ut  them  starting  the  next  week 


but  T  have  been  trying  +o  switch  them  on  the  track  for  said  plaee 

_  .  -V  »  1  _  /I  •  1  ^  •  «  _  _  ^ 


bi :  t  h  a  v  e  fails  cl 


ever  since 

p  ersonhore  experienced  in 
I  shall  remain  in  Alban 
where  "r  shall  go  T  have  lots 
v  r  *  t  e  t  o  au  n  t  s  ~  m  o  d  a  v 


.n  my  endeavours  so  I  shall  get 
that  line  to  do  the  switching  for 
ier  After  that  I  do  not  ] 
nice  cresses  to  make 


i  -  • 

-t-  a  -  r* 


O' 


..i,c  send 

d  res  sand  some  of  my  new  cresses.  A 

cn  V.f  *  1  1  ClOSG  OV  h  ll  Icj  "t 


hurry  so  w  ?11  close 


so-g-jm  <y 

SAivATi 


_  I  will 

^n'i  wading 


- 


— 


— 


— 

■  ■  -  ' 


— 


. 


I 


i* 


’ 


■  .f  * 
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42. 


Albany  I 'ay  8th  18G1 


Well  TTncle.  Ft  rather 

We  d-d  not  knov;  but  that  yon  would  be  glad  to 

hear  from  ns  and  wish  snch  an  impression  We  are  a:l  well  vT+h 
+  he  except ionof  ’'ether.  She  has  been  sick  for  the  past  week  ^ 
v; '* th  none  -nt  Clifton  an*  'Tira^  home  with  her  for  I  am  teach 
school  ab~n+  three  m;les  tack  of  Albany  and  do  not  get  home" 
onlv  on  Saturday  Today  T'other  is  very  unwell  and  low  spirit 
She  got  a  letter  last  Wednesday  from  Father  he  stated  that  vuu 

had  received  the  draft. and  if  ’'other  still  in  tight  circumstances 
to  send  and  see  if  she  co”ld  get  some.  It  would  be  very  accepts^ 
to  her  at  present  if  you  would  send  it.  ’7©  are  look  :n^  for-' 

Aunt  Lib.  -  nop?  she'  wont  disappoint  ns.  " 

"oth s’l'ons  ~?ce,ve(1  $  1C. 00  from  father  d'lrinp  the  past  vsjtar 


dvery  letter  ho  says 


"  no  pay  yet"  ^pu  may_ judge  for  voursel: 


whether  she  is  in  need  of  i+  or  not.  "she  wants  to  know* -*^ht 
away  about  it.  (~*>.  ''ills  probably  in  army) 

T  for  myself  feel  very  independent  think  T  can  take  care  of  myself 
T  intend  to  save  all  my  school  money  I  can  so  T  can  go  to  school' 
next  summer  again  for  I  must  go  and  besides  this  pen  CO  is  v^r- 
contrary  s+x*xtcee  sometime  making  a  mark  but  more  often  r.aM^- 
--n^.  r  -oul^  lik-  T©  re©  **y  dear  gr-.uamoUier  #  r  don©  c^v 

ar©  well.  T'other  says  she  sends  her  lo”e  to  all  inquiring 
relatives  and  friendejout  feels  that  none  inquire  for  her. 

Cur  love  to  von  all 


f  i  r-i 


Tyou  send 
r'*’f  ice . 


th< 


'or>*y  please  forward  it  to  Fulton  to  the  express 


no 


Alban  /  Feb  12  i$6l 


Dear  T^cle : 


.  .  T  will  condescend  to  write  again  alt  ho±g  h 

I  think  it  is  condescension  on  my  part  but  to  speak  plain  about 
it  T  think. you  are  treating  me  shameful  Tt  is  just  8  weeks 
ago  today  since  I  wrote  last  What  do  you  think  about  it  my 
most  agust  uncle  ?  Well  T  will  try  not  to  make  von  f©©l  anv 
worse  about  it  than  you  ought  to,  but  I  do  hope  that  in  future 
you  v, _ll.be  more  exact.  It  does  seem  to  me  sometimes  that  I 
cannot  live  another  year  without  seeing  some  of  you.  T  dream 
a lmostlevery  night  of  seeing  some  of  you  and  traversing 

over  the  never  to  be  forgotten  resorts  f^oV  been  home  to  stky 
anv  length  of  time  this  winter  I  first  came  hone  last  Sunday 
from  Lyons  _  T  had  been  visiting  one  of  my  schoolmates  who  is 
attending  tne  Lyons  female  Colege  I  was  there  three  we»ks  and 
woile  there  T  had  my  picture  taken  to  send  to  my  dear  old  grand¬ 
mother.  I  do  not  knov;  that  she  can  see  it  but  the  rest  of  you 
can  see  it  lt  is  a  very  natural  picture  a  little  deformity  in 
tne  fingers  caused  by  turning  it  under  .  I  am  coming  out  tWe 
.mst  as  scon  as  r  have  an  opportunity  if  any  of  vou' coti^s  out 
here  this  spring  or  summer  father  talks  of  coming  in  there 
in  the. fall  and  then  I  will  come  home  with  him.  Father  is  talking 
o  f  •  taking  a  fa  m  jf  or  three  years  and  if  he  does  we  will  live  sevnn 
miles  from  Albany,  everything  is  furnished  of  the  frWr)  and  he 
gets  half  of  everything  he  raises  cows  and  hogs  and  chickens 
Father  weighs  one  hundred  and  sixty  three  he  are  all  well 
I1' other  has[had  work  all  winter  and  T  have  had  all  the  embroider*/ 

and  dressmaking  T  can  do,  at  25  ct,s  a  day^  I  haye4.earried1_eighteen 
dollars  since  last  November,  hard  cash  yDo-nf.  -ynu^kth-gnk- 


- 


.  t 
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59  Cont. 

rjont  you  think  that  is  do  in?  very  well  for  me.  Hiram  is  the 
handsomest  rosy  cheeked  little  boy  you  ever  seen  .  He  is  spe/lin^ 
injthree  letter  Thiele  without  joking  he  is  called  the  handsomest  " 
bo/  in  the  town  of  Albany  T  wish  I  could  see  some  of  my  little 
cousins  and  ?ive  them  some  of  my  good  hearty  kipers  Aunt'  lou  isa 
T  have  almost  forgotten  how  you  look  but*  I  hope  it  v/ont  be  Ion? 
before  x  will  see  yon  My  love  for  all  inquiring  friends  except 
a  good  share  for  yourself.  Sarah.  '  ^ 

Lib  and  T  received  a  Valentine  today.  Here  is  a  piece  of  Ann 
Eliza’s  dress. 


60. 


Tov;a  to  wit 
Polk  County 


In  the  Polk  Co  Court 
•Tnne  term  1862. 


Strother  Prunfield  Executor  of  the  last 


of  the  County  of 


H ill  and  testament  of  Je°se  Prumfield  -  late 

Randolph,  S5£££t?  State  of  Indiana  would  show  to  the  Court  that 
Jesse  -rumfield  decsd  died  at  thp  County  of  HandoloWand  State 

of  Tndiana  onor  about  the - day  of  August  A.TL.  1855  testate, 

the  owner  in  fee  simple  of  the  following  real  estate  lying  anda 
being  in  the  Countv  of  Pallasjand  State  of  Iowa  and  described  as 
follows.  he  Souun  west  quarter  of  the  south  west  quarter  and 
t  ne  -Jor  bii  ^ ^ .uc  s vw  w  qua..  w  e  r  ^ j.  bcC  u  tOii  j. 

ownsn  lP  (ol;  Range  {2b)  cou'.auurg  e-Lgu.y  ac^es .  ano  aito  ^ne 
s  ou  -*iCas  „  qua.  h-  and  the  east  naif  of  the  southwest  quarter  of 
section(f),  tov;n  and  range  aforsai&  containing  two  hundred  and 
forty^  acres  all  of  the  above  named  parcels  of  land-  containing 
thredhundred  and  twenty  acres|the  said  deceased  left  as  his  heirs 
at  lav/  the  following  named  persons;  Sarah  Prumfield  the 

widow  of  said  decsd  Strother  ^rumfield  Mary  Mills  (and 
Joseph  Mills  her  husband)  Hiram  ^rumfield  Sarah  ?.  Holcroft( 
and  -Tames  E.  Holcroft  her  husband)  Elizabeth  Clennev(and  William 
Clennev  her  husband)  Jesse  ^rumfield  Stanton  J  Brumfield 
^and  Martha  -hne  Brumfield  who  are  children  of  the  said  decsd.  fe 
the  Mairtha  Jane  being  a  minor  under  the  age  of  21  years,  the 
others  severally  heirs  be  In?  more  than  twentv  one  years  of  age. 
The  said  executor  would  show  to  the  court  that  in  and  of  the" 
last  will  and  testament  of  the  said  Jesse  Prumfield  decsd.  it 
v.’as  among  other  things  directed  as  follows:  "  and  T  further 
bequeath  to  my  said  wife  the  sum  of  five  hubdred  dollars  said 
amount  to  be  dreived  from  the  sale  of  certein(lands  now  belonging 
to  me  in  Polk  and  Pallas  Counties  in  the  State  of  r0wa,  after 
my  debts  are  paid.  T  further  directory  executor  herein  appointed 
to  apply  the  first  money  obtained  ffom  the  sale  of  th e /^fate'' o f ' 
Iowa  after  the  sum  of  f  ive_  hubdred  dollars  is  paUd  to  ny  said 
wife  or  a  sufficient  sum  thereof  to  enter  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  each  for  the  tvn  following  heirs  viz.  Stanton  J  Brumfield' 
and  Martha  Jane  Prumfield.  T  hereby  direct  that  the  balance  offe 
the  money  dreived  from  the  sale  of  said  land  in  the  State  of  Tov/a 
after  the  payment  of  the  above  mentioned  items  be  put  out  at 
interest  until  all  the  amount  is  paid  up. 


vor  the  purpose  therefore  of  enabling  your  petitioner  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  the  said  will  of  the  said  Jesse  Brumfield,  decs 
V?"-H  vour  Honor  grant  him  an  order  directing  the  appraisment 


and  sale  -o**  the  above  described  Real  Estate  eit 

Private  sale  thatjth0  same  mav  be  ---  in  .nis^nanq 
the  debts  and  legacies  set  out  ih  xne  ui 

Strother  Prumfield. 


payment  o' 


appra 

ier~  at  Public  or 
or*  the 


— 


■ 


-  :•  • 
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rrn^c*  above  named  Strother  Prumfield  Makes  Ai f ironat ion  that  tne 
natters  and  thirds  set  out  ir  this  petition  are  true  in  sub¬ 
stance  and  natter  of  fact. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me  April  8th  1862 
Witness  my  hand  and  Notarial  Seal  . 

George  Monks  Notary  Public. 


The  undersigned  widow,  adult  heirs  and  Gaurdian  of  mfnor  heirs 
of  said  ,Te:'se  Prumfield  do  give  our  assent  tc  the  sale  of  the 
above  described  real  estate  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  the 


said  petition. 

her 

_ He  ir  Sarah  x  Prumfield  Widow 

-  Heir  Mark 

Strother  Brumfield  Gaurdian  Jesse  Prumfield  neir 

Martha.  Jane  Brumfield  -  heir 


Saran  r . 


He  ir*p - 

r  ^  1  -'■*4- 

,1V  J.'-  X  - 


HennepLn.  Putnam  ^ o  in. 
May  8tn  -1862 

Received  of  William  T  Brumfield  of  Lancaster  Ohio,  Admin istrator 
of  rue  esxate  of  David  Brumfield  Decsd  Sixty  Fight  dollars  and 
Ninety  four  cents  (68.94)  in  full  of  all  our  claims  and 
d  emends  against  v,ne  said  estate,  as  four  of  trie  ne  i*  s  aL 
lav.’  of  Thomas  Brumfield,  deceased.  . 

Tu  witness  whereof  v;e  haveherepnto  set  our  hands  nxd 
the  day  of  the  year  at  the  place  aforesaid  .  In  the  presence 
of  Charles  S.  Forsyth 

John™  Pr-mfield 
Charles  T  Brumfield 
Hmaru(?)  G  Prumfield 
Mary  H  Noyes 
M.G .  voves 

By  their  attorney  in  fact, 

JohnT.  Prumfield 

(  These  are  probably  children  of  ™homas  Brumfield,  s.of  David, 
nov;  deceased.  RCPjf 

« 

02.  Lancaster  Jan.  28th  1862. 


Mr  Strauder  crumf ield ,  Dear  Sir. 

We  received  your  letter  in  due  time,  we  are  all  well  at  this 
time  end  hope  that  these  lines  will  find  you  and  family  all 
well  your  friends  are  all  well  Wm  Brum.f ield  wrote  to  Mr 
Means  some  time  ago  but  no  answer  We  want  you  to  go  down  to 
Centerville  and  try  and  find  out  how  business  does  stand .  We 
v  ant- to  l^am  how  it  was  decided  in  court  or  vhether  it  is  in 
court  y**t  T V e  think  Means  is  a  little  slack  in  giving  information 
V;e  want  von  to  get  all  the  information  you  can  and  write  to  ns 
as  soon  as  Dosajtle.  A.(ndrew)  Hunter  -  S  Brumfield 


'• 


■  - 


» 


S' 
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Sent 


lit.  1862. 
Lexington  (ky  ?) 


TTary  dan®  prnmf ield, 

near  Companion  T  will  try  to  write  von  another  letter  for  ! 

Kr)0v  von-  ant  to  hear  as  so^n  aspossible  T  am  well  at  present 

an'"  hone  von  are  too.  we  got  hack  last  o  ierht  frona  long  march 
v:e  stari-e^  day  before  yesterday  evening  to  richmond  to  reinforce 
the  place  and  when  we  got  within  13  miles  of  there  we  had  to  came 
hack  the  rebels  he  ing  to  strong  for  ns  vhen  we  started  to  re¬ 
treat  they  fired  in  onr  rear  hot  did  ns  no  harm  we  were  drawn 
v. p  inh  ine  of  battle  and  loaded  onr  gnns  throwed  away  onr  blankets 
and  oa.rt  of  them  their  coats  Prit inham  throwed  away  his  coat  and 
rolled  no  his  sleaves  bnt  we  did  not  get  to  fight  any  it  was 
very  hot  yesterdav  in  the  forenoon  Ln  the  aftemoonit  rained 
very  hard  and  give  ns  a  good  retting  it  is  22  or  2S  miles 
rom  here  to  Richmond  'we  went  to  wit n in  12^1  miles  of  richmond 
onio  of  the  Tnd  regiments  were  credfnily  cot  to  pieces  in  the 
ight  they  say  we  may  have  fignting  here  this  week  yet  bnt  I 
cannot  tell  any  more  abort  it  nere  than  T  conld  at  home  we 
cant  hold  this  place  wiouuuu  neavy  reinforcement  if  the  rebels 
are  a  mind  to  take  it  T  hav  e  not  received  any  letter  from  yon 
yet  and  T  begin  to  feel  anxiors  abort  yon  this  is  the  toird  letter 
that  T  have  wrote  to  yon  Well  I  believe  I  cannot  think  of  any 
thing  else  jnst  now  T  want  yon  to  remember  me  and  cent  forget 
to  pray  for  me  that  T  may  get  home  once  more  to  en.joy  peace  and 
the  pleasnre^f  living  with  yon  vonr  hnsband  and  lover 

SC  tanton  )  J .  Promfield. 

(Mote:  this  letter  on  stationery  with  the  battle  of  Pittstorg 
Landing  pictnred  at  the  top.  ''’he  place  v:as  probably  Lexington  Va) 


6  2b. 


Adel  T0V:a  Pec.  22  1862. 


S.  pmmfield  Fsq 

Winchester  Tnd  Pear  Sir  T  take  this  occasion  to  inform  yon 

o  f  the  amonnt  of  taxes  on  yonr  land  and  those  belonging  to  the 
estate  of  Jesse  Pmnfield  for  the  year  1262. 


On  yonr  land  for  1862 
Federal  or  war  tax  for  1861 
On  the  lands  of  the  estate  for 
Federal  or  war  tax  for  1861 

Fees  60  cts  per  recpt 


8  S  07 

2  11 

1862  6  80 
1  79 

IS  77 
1  CO 
$  20  77 


Yonrs  tmly, 


J .  Perkins 


. 
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Tries  f'om ing  Jan  22th. 


As  Father  has  not  filled  the  paper  t  v/tll  improve  the  opportunity 
to  write  as  I  am  staying:  home  a  fev;  days  myself  and  little  bpysr 
ar°  well  at  this  time  Abraham  T4ad^es, was  .burned  yesterday  re 

leaves  a  second  vile  ana  There  have  benn 

a  c?reat  many  death is  in  and  around  Lancaster  this  winter.  There 
i  s  part  of  a  regiment  of  soldiers  encamped  at  Lancaster  The 
measles  broke  out  in  camp  and  spread  ovet  town  and  country  in 
every  direction  regardless  of  age  one  of  the  soldiers  was 
buried  vesverdav  oled  oi  lung  xever  i..si  rmjnc  ;V  ^  v,aS  ^ 

rr  •  -  1  r.*  Liir  i./.  '  -o  .10 -gnborncod  died  from  the  kick  of  a  horse 

and  today '"his  oldest  daughter  is(ie*d:)the  sun  is  shining  with  the 
warmth  of  a  spring  mom  ing  we  havqjhad  very  little  snow  this 
winter  h^re  Til  close  by  send  mg  my  best  v»ishes  to  yourself, 
and  lady  Hoping  when  convenient  you  will  reply 

Belinda  Johnson. 


63. 


December  19th  -  63. 
Nashville  Tenn. 


M  ary 


Brumfield , 


Dear  TVife  T  received  your  letterjthat  you  wrote  the  12th  £50?  — 
and  v.as  very  glad  to  scstxxt  hear  that  yon  were  all  well  T  am 
at  present  except  a  bad  cold  I  hope  when  this  comes  to  hanc3  yu 
it  will  find  yon  all  well  and  laughing  Our  company  is  on 
Brigade  gaurd  today  so  I  have  plenty  of  time  to  write  .  Vve  have 
to  stand  2  hours  and  rest  four  this  morning  we  got  up  in  line 
of  battle  before  daylight  and  stood  till  sunup.  T  dont  know 

whether  they  are  looking  for  the  rebels  to  attack  us  or  whether 
they  .just  do  it  to  put  on  style  in  you^/letter  tell  me 
whether  you  got  a  letter  T  sent  to  you  with  a  lock  of  hair  in 
it.  you  may  direct  your  letters  to  Nashville  after  this 
they  will  be  apt  to  come  quicker  Dec  20th  is  a  pleasant 
morning  it  was  pretty  cold  and  frosty  last  night  to  stand 
gaurd  without  a  fire  we  have  had  n ic  ^pleasant  weather  here 
for  some  time  Aust infSteel  came  back  to  the  regiment  day 

before  yesterday  fronLouisville  he  is  well  as  common  David 
Houser  is  not  very  well  yet  the  rest  from'there  are  well 
what  few  are  with  the  rest.  T  believe  I  have  nearly  run  out 
i)f  anything  to  write  since  we  have  quit  marching  I  saw 

J ohriHi Id erbrand  the  other  day  he  looks  fat  and  hearty  he 
appears  to  enjoy  soldering  pretty  well  and  says  he  thinks  the  v/arr 
will  last  three  years  yet'  we  have  not  drawn  any  money  yet 
but  still  live  in|hopes  that  v;e  soon  will  T  had  a  great  deal 

rather  be  home  doing  something  than  here  doing  nothing  .f  or  it 
appears  that  we  are  to  be  killed  by  marc n  in g  and  standing  gaurd 
njthe  rairjand  night  instead  of  fighting  if  any  of  you  want  to 
anv  boxes  of  eatables  buo  you  will  have  to  run  considerable 


id 


one  boy 


iWour  tent  got  a'  box  weighing  3'-  pounds ( express 
T  sharrt  advise  you  to  send  anything  for  me 
v.  o-.o-ir  ppom  here  before  it  would  get  nere. 


rysk 

'cost  a  dollar) 
m  ight  have  to  march  away 

No  more  good  bye  Dear, 


3 (tanton)  J.  ^rumfield 


V 


See  44  a 


i  '•  * 


' 
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Lancaster  Jany  17  1762, 


y r  Strother  Prumfield  Dear  Sir  Inform  yon  that  T  have 
629.66  for*  Grandfather's  heirs  it  being  stepmother's  dower  and 
is  the  last  of  the  estate  yon  will  let  me  know  whether  a 
^  raft  on  Ciocinatta  will  answer  as  'r  won  Id  not  Pick  sending 
money  tv  mail  Trite  soon  and  T  will  forward  the  draft 

V/e  are  all  in  onr  usual  health  except  i’anervy  she  has  been 
worse  this  winter  give  my  respects  to  your  Mother  and  the 
rest  of  the*  friends  t  shal  indorse  a  receipt  with  the  draft 
for  von  to  sign  and  mail  back  to  me  Yours  with  respect 


RF 

the 

64. 


W. (Lilian)  T.(allman)  Pmnfield 
T  reed  my  money  from  tnat  cleans  T  suppose  ya it  aware 

money  is  Ready. 

Jan.  30th  1S63. 


that 


T)Qc,r  T'otheilbroth^r  and  S'sters  T  take  my  pen  in  hand  to  let  yon 
know  abo”t  the  death  of  Sarah  P  (Kolcraft)  She  died  night  before 
last  and  was  buried  today  and  her  funeral  preached  She  was  sick 
15  davs  a  greater  part  of  the  time  she  was  not  sensable  the 
doctors  said  her  diseas  was  congestion  of  the  brane  and  typhoid 
feaver  Mary  was  taken  with  typhoid  fever  the  eavning  before 
Sarah  was  and’  is  not  able  to  sit  up  yet  the  doctor  says  he 
thinks  she  will  be  able  to  get  up  with  care  it  is  (a/^si  nine 
and  T  will  conclude  and  male  this  at  the  ^end  tomorrow  Mary 
j.  go*  a  letter  from  Dock  Since  the  tattle/he  was  in  the  battle 
and  cai^.e  out  without  a  Scratch  and  was  well  no  more  at  present 
Elizabeth  will  write  again  Soon 

Wm  E  Clenny  To 

S.(arah)  &  S .  ( trhther)  Prumfield 


s 

b 


end  Docs  word  fore  T  have  wrote  to  thew.^o  often  that  it  would  nit 
e  worth  while  for  while  for  me  to  write 


65. 


Sweet  Farm  Feb  13  1S63 


Dear  TTncle. 

TVe  received  your  letter  last  evening  bringing 
the  sad  intelligence  of  our  dear  beloved  Aunt  Sarahs  death  I 
cannot  here  relate  to  you  with  pen  and  ink  the  surprise  and 
feelings  of  the  family  when  I  read  the  name  of  the  departed.  Mother 
was  very  much  shocked  you  cannot  imagine  her  consternation  at 
i  he  loss  of  her  dear  departed  sister  .  We  are  very  glad  to  hear 
that  she  died  so  happy  in  the  belief  of  the  Lord.  I  hope  that 
we  all  shall  be  preparedlto  meet  our  Savior  as  she  was  .  There 
is  considerable  to  be  taken  into  consideration  before  v;e  take 
take  the  first  step  toward  that  important  question  religion  but 
T  think  Aunt  Sarah  was  a  truly  good  Christian  woman  baht  will 
be  done  with  her  children  now  will  Aunt  Lib  keep  them  both. 
Father  wrote  us  that  he  had  while  at  I.'emph is  saw  a  w’oman^  tnat 
kn°w  wh»ra  -T‘m  Holcraft  was  (Sarah's  husband)  he  aaid  he  was 
at  his  brother  Allen’s  in  Iowa.  Do  you  intend  to  let  him  know 
of  Aunt’s  death.  It 'is  dreadful  sicklv  n-re  at  present  but 
mostly  among  children  thev  are  dy in?  of  in  I'orrisonXcniy  o  ma.-, 
d  ictan  )  as  m.anv  as  five  in  a  day  v  itn  scarlet  -  ■  1 

nvn'to  s'ick  for  the  cast  week  T  am  ~ - A 

9,  +ho  first  T  have  been  up  nr  a  week  aru 
^ own  sick  on  account  ot  the  tooth  ache  but  is 


era-rcp Iv  abl"  to  sit  up- today 
scau.ii/  h«a  b°en 

a  week  and  I  other  nao 

sett  ing 
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65.  Cent. 


somewhat  Letter  row.  \7e  receive  ab^ut  two  letter  a  week  from 
Father  s  knee  he  enlisted  he  is  well  and  appears  to  feel  quite 
content  with  a  soldiers  life  but  it  is  very  lonesome  without  him 
t  can  assure  you  but  ve  have  kind  neighbors  here;  but  nor 
v  ifhstan^ inn  v/e  would  rather  be  among  our  relations  .  he  would 
bdhetter  satisfied  v.'ith  our  lot  .  Father  said  before  he  left  if 
he  should  never  return  that  bother  should  go  back  there  tut  she 
would  rather  stay  here  she  liKesVae  country  te^ei  ajju  ui  in*s 
she  could  make  a  much  better  home  here  than  there.  The  Taxes^ 
you  spoke  of  so  far  have  been  attended  to  with  promptness  and 
bother  will  endeavor  to  attend  to  them  now  or  when  she  pays  ours. 
V/e  have  to  do  the  best  we  can  as  we  have  received  no  money  from 
Father  since  he  left  Camp  Douglas  which  was  last  bov.  And' as 
for  our  land  out  in  Iowa  we  have  not  heard  since  two  years  ago 
last  -Tune.  T  sent  a  letter  and  money  to  pay  the  taxes  but  havp 


V/e  are  living  at  present  on  a  farm  owned  by  a  war  widow  and 
intend  to  stay  here  till  next  fall.  It  is  a  very  nicdplace  v/e 
have  two  strawberry  bed(s)  containing  one  achre  each  nut  it  is  a 
great  wats  to  market  though  it  is  not  any  farther  than  we  had  to 
go  there  in  Tndiana.  The  money  you  spoke  of  yon  can  send  in  a 
letter  to  iiorrison  if  you  please.  Well  TTncle  Strother  as  T  have 
no  more  place  to  write  and  getting  somewhat  tired  T  will 
close  signing  myself  your  affectionate  niece 

Sallie(Sarah) 


6  6. 


April  80th  1863 

On  the  Tennessee  river, 


M  ary  T .  J’rumf  i  eld  , 

Sear  wire  T  take  the  present  opportunity  to  write  you  a  few 
1  ines  T  an  well  at  present  hoping  that' this  may  find  you  the 

same  we  are.  about  at  our  .journeys  end  by  water  we  are  a  ~ - 

few  miles  below  pitsburg  landing  we  came  down  the  Cumberland 
river  as  far  as  palmyra  and  then  got  off  and  got  on  npules  and 
went  to  stealing  mules  and  horses  from  there  to  Fort  Henry  by 
way  of  fort  Donalson  we  got  several  hundred  mules  and  horses 
before  we  got  to  fort  Henry"  we  put  them  all  on  the  beats 
and  got  on  ourselves  it  was  better  than  a  circus  show  to  see 

us  galloping  over  the  country  nearly  all  on  mules(  a  whole  brigade 
Some  of  the  mules  would  get  contrary  end  wouidnt  go  and  then  there 
would  be  fun  and  sometimes  they  would  throw  "he  rider  or  lay  donn 
v  ith  h im[*ery  often  in  the  middle  of  a  creek  Some  of  the  boys 
would  net  mad  and  swear  thev  would  rather  walk  but  T  had  rather 
r ide  if  it  is  on  a  mule 


n 


T»p? 


of  old 


7 e  are  netting  away  down  sout'/in  Dixie 
^ragg  The  State  of  Fissippi  isfon  the 


r  icrht  of  us  and  we  w :  11  soon  be  in  Alabama  T  expect  we  are 
coming  down  nere  uo  raise  old  bed  but  T  am  afraid  if  we  are  not 
careful  They  will  raise  old  bed  with  us  V/e  haven t  got  any  mi 
nail  since  we  left  bashville  but  dont  look  for  any  while  we 
stay  here  e  have  most  of  our  sick  boys  v.ith  us  that  we  left 
back  last  winter.  Dave  Hauser  is  with  us.  Ceorge  Lathes  is 
at  Salat  in  yet 
3 .  gun  boats 
do* not  know  how  many 


Dave  iauser 

the^e  is  about  twenty  boats  with  us  and 
th^ro  is  m^re  troops  tha-n  our  brigade  but 
-  t;; e  are  having  a  very  nice  time  while 


— 


* 


‘  -  ■  •  ' 


' 
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rr  Cent.  CCivil  iVar  Lexter) 


p  qx1®  on  the  boats.  T.iere  s  a  gveag  uinny  l'e-LCei^s  di°1Jo  '***>= 
r iver wa it ing  for  our  "boats  to  return  and  take  them  on  and  some 
0 -e  t'-^rr1  havemade  boats  and  started  down  the  river  we,  met 
a  -boat  load  of  them  dav  before  yesterday  .  .well  J  ^ust  oegin 
?  ‘  °?  g  iVout  c  1  o s  in v  my  scribbling  bnt  still  t  oust  tell  tnat 
T  wonlhlike  to  se»  that  red  headed  girl  that  you  have  tut 
t  ^  croinff  farther  away  all  the  time  the  woods  is  perfectly 

( _ _J_.)  and  all  nature  looks  may  but  still  l  must  tnink  of  horn* 

and  all  its  pleasures  but  you  know  that  it  is  a  long  lane  that 
has  no  turn  and  3  years  mav  not  seem  half  so  long  when  they 

are  at  an  end  no  more  at  present  T  dont  know  where  to  tell 
v  ou  to  diredt  vour  letters  to  for  wev/e  are  a  wandering  band  of 
guerrillas  or  whatever  you  are  a  mind  to  call  us  any  way 


v  0  are  mo  mg 


rr  + 


try  to  be  equal  to  old  Morgan  if  not  more  so. 


Stanton 


T 

O  • 


Frumf ield . 


67. 


Tuesday  Hay  19  th  1363. 


Dear  Cousin  it  is  after  a  long  silence  that  T  endeavor  to 
write  a  few  lines  In  order  to  hear  of  your  whereabouts  and  how 
your  getting  along  in  this  world  we  are  all  well  at  this 
present  t  imc  and  do  hope  when  this  comes  to  hand  it  may  find 
you  enjoying  the  luxury s  of  life  we  have  not  got  any  corn 
planted  vet  Father  has/not  got  much  help  this  spring  and  he 
cant  hire  a  hand  for  hands  are  very  scarce  all  gone  to  war 
T  will  tell  you  we  got  a  letter  from  ^ncle  John  Long(hr)  ear 
he  is  in  Missouri  aunt  Fliza  has  been  sick  for  five  years 

and  she  has  suffered  more  than  toung  can  tell  yet  she  is  still 
living  and  is  lying  flat  on  her  back  as  helpless  as  an  infant 
and  never  expects  to  be  any  better  his  son  Oliver  was  in  the 
army  but  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  union  army  and  is  now  at  home 
his  Fatherjis  a  un  ion  man  T.Ty  brother  fohn  is  in  army  he  has 
been  erone  for  Fight  months  him  and  two  cousins  they  are  in 

*  i 

p  they  are  down  at 

I 

expect  he  isi  in  the  fight  that  is  going  on  he  was  at  the  bat&l 

el  and  Bragg 
e  there  better 


the  125th  re  Ft  Tils  Mjsxi  Volunteersfcamp 
Fashville  rnenn  about  thirty  miles  fro*”  Murfreesboro 
expect  he  is  in  the  fight  that  is  going  on 
of  Peryv illejthat  took  place  between  old  Pu< 
when  vou  write  tell  us  now  times  are  them 


h 

nre 

o 

on 

e  than  the 

y  w 

as 

c~r 

P 

otat 

0 

es 

are  tv^  do 

11  a 

rs 

v.’hea 

f 

orty 

ct 

s  per  pound 

Te 

a 

6C  c 

ts  p 

p* 

ross 

that  is  a 

11  ’ 

I 

bell 

eve 

+ 

here 

an 

d  if  +here 

has 

v 

e  en 

any  i 

S 

want 

o 

.  J 

•^nd  ?rartha 

Jan 

0 

is  m 

arr  i 

pr 

one 

+ 

0 

war  or  any 

01 

th 

e  re 

st  c 

h 

er  t 

o 

Vf 

r?  +  9  ^  ^  me 

•  X* 

_  l_ 

sh 

e  pi 

ease 

a 

go  bu 

t 

got  no  answ 

er 

if 

you 

forxh 

f  £5 


cents 


per 


isn 


one  dollar  coffee 
lbs  hogs  3  and  4  cts  lbs 
tell  us  about  the  war  times 
ft  there  or  not  and  if  ; 

or  not  or  whe'her  Stanton  has 
hem  tell  Martha  Jane  T  want 
I  wrote  her  a  good  while 
^se  what  your  post  office  accr 
and  T  would  rite  to  Stanton  if  he  would  rite  to  me  giVe 
his  address  so  T  vill  bring  this  to  a  close  by  asking  you 
answer  soon  Tell  us  about  aunt  and  all  the  rest  and  your 
family  also  {Ho  Mort  )  V  T  still  remain  your  affectionate 
cousin  Fliza  Fisher 
write  soon. 


'  s 
n  ° 
to 


to 


Strother  V)rvrr.field 


* 


.  ■ 

. 
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68. 


D°ar  T,ncl°  Strother 


’•laving  waited  sometime  for  an  answer  -tzp  */?> 
nv  lost  letter  p-  de  ?lv  ne^t  in^  with  the  same  disappointment  v  e 
at  length  find  on rs elves  becoming  somewhat  anxious  concerning 
v onr  health  which  you  informed  us  when  you  last  wrote  was  very 
poor  T  find  myself  seated  with  v:r ighting  material  today  to 
ascertain  the  t~”e  co^seKf  your  long  silence  ;  which  T  sometimes 
have  allowed  myself  to  think  was  noth  ?ng  more  nor  less  hut  sinoly 
neglect.  If  the  cause  be  the  former  you  are  to  he  exceused  of 
course;  hut  what  shall  the  latter  my  say  shall  he  nothing 

for  you  certainly  could  *not  he  so  cruel  to  neglect  us  in  that 
manner  p  at  this  time  of  all  others  when  a  letter  from  the  old 
home  would  help  so  much  the  long  lonesome  hours  of  t’other  in 


•om  him  last  Saturday 


Tncle  Stanton  while  at 
he  was  well  at  that  time  he  also  stated 


Father’s  absence.  ’Ve  had  a  letter  f- 
’Te  said  he  had  received  a  letter  fro- 
Lake  Providence  La. 

that  they  anticipated  a  battle(af)7i cksburg  since  then  we  learned 

that  the  33rd  has  been  in  a  battle;  tut  father  was  not  injured 
there  was  a  number  from  this  place  wounded;  hut  none  killed  . 
Y/aht  do  you  think  about  the  war.  T  think  that  this  fall  will 
bring  it  to  a  termination.  That  is  tie  general  belief  out  here. 
m hen  the  conscript  law  will  not  haye  to. he  enforced  which  I 
think  will  save  the  expence  of  another  war  in  our  own  states 
the  copper  h sagos  are  very  hold  here  and  some  very  hold  talk 
also  if  said  lav.  Isput  unto  force  .  Hlica  ls  go  ing  to  the  Fultor 


TTn  ion  school  again  this  summer  The  principal  said  if  she  would 
go  this  ter^jm^  n^xt  he  would  give  her  a  certificate  to  teach 
t  hrefjyears  or  she  would  have  taught  this  summer  Lib  is  out  to 
Forr?son  living  with  Fr.  ^allies  Cliff  and  Hi  ramp  re  going  to- 
school  Iiotheijand  your  humble  servant  are  keeping  old  Maids 
Ha  11  Vie  have  a  nice  garden  and  everything  in  the  vegetable  line 
v  e  can  wish  ror  and  two  miles  cows  and  two  calves  &  two;  two 
v  ear  ol^  heifers  c-  he'3  a  nice  pig  too  hut-  ne  would  not  stay  at 
o  ,vrj  rendered  him  yesterday  and  salted  him  down  to  see  If 

it  has  proved  successful  so  far  and  I  xItex 
learn  to  sew  on  a  sewing  machine.  I  do  not  h 


a  om  e 

p  v  oil  Id  stay 
h  av e  been  t rv  in g 


•t-  p  orj 


know  that  T  shall  succeed 


it  is  a  very  ted  ious  undertaking 


Fotherjis  whitewash’d^  the  bedroom  T  must  stop  one  moment  to 
look  at  the  little  humminffhirdjbn  the  honey  suckle  under  the 


v 

h  e 


i  o  ov  t 

•  1 

is  a 


he  co' 
:s .  he 


ever/  day 


1  Q  n 


of  the 


bo  s 


suck  tie  flowers. 

you  ever 


bo  vs 


to  much  like  mysel  f  for  me  to  have  a  word 
’T i  v«nt  in  the  bedroo^  last  evening  at  his  usual  cedtime 
'.t  of  talking  after  he  goes  to  bed  ?■  as  T  was 


v 

saw  Cmf  is 
h  im  . 
he  has 


of  praise  for 


a 


ea’ 


hah 


r-  i-i  rr 
L*JG 


a  Is  o  T  went  to  th  o  door  t  ^  tell  him  to  te  still 


was  qu 


r  + 


■1  P 


dark  in  the  room  Hiram  said  r  stop  that  noise  immediately  - 
next  thing  was  Saran  Jane  h  iixS  you  uou  Datjgeu  cid  fool  dont 
you  know  no+hi$g  ~  am  saying  my  prayers  H i  get(s)  every  naughty 
t  h in g  they  do  during  the  day  at  school  at  night  when  they  say 

you 

compliment  by 

saying  well  you  .can  to.  Cliff  will  say  I  done  nothing 
,T  IramfY ill  to  bring  to  his  memory  relate  what 
whichever  it  mav  be.  ’To  tv:  it  ist  ending.,  they  get 
ar.ie:  both  are  bearing  fast.  The  taxes  on  that  land  you  yu 
t,  attend  to  .  O  •  •-13  riot  paid  last  year  c-onsequen -A,  it. 


their  prayers  Cliff  will  say  now  T’i  ask  forgivmess  -or  v.uav  j 
said  or  done  today.  Then  H’ramy.'ill  return  the  ’ ’r'~v' *  v',> 


ne  sa lg  or  cone 
along  very  agree- 
.shed 


— 


— 


' 

r  i 


rumf  ield 
6°  Cont. 
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has  been  salt1  for  taxes  r  cost  P<  and  all  amount  to  $  9.00 
The  Clerk  informed  ns  that  a  man  in  Sterling  had  paid  the 
taxes  this  and  last  year  also  I  will  get  another  piece  of 
p  nper . 

(note  the  rest  of  this  letter  is  missing.  PCF)  . 

Pro  i>  a  Py  -frtni  5  ex  rx  *i  Af/S/S. 

69.  An  article  of  agreement  ~ade  ar.d  eyn-feered  into  be»- 

freen  Joshua  Price  of  the  me  hand  and  anc  Sarah  ^rumfieid  of 
the  second  part  The  said  Joshna  Price  of  the  first  part  do 
agree  rent  and  take  charge  of  the  farm  belonging  to  Sarah 
From  field  of  the  second  part  known  as  the  west-!  of  the 
wy.±  se.  h  of  S.  30  T  1?  h  14  The  said  Joshna  Frice  is 

to  have  posession  fregt  the  1st  day  of  "arch  1^64  to  the  1st  day 
of  Parch  1965.  also  to  have  immediate  posession  of  the  house 
stable  and  lot  also  the  field  next  to  the  house  on  the  south 
side  to  p’-t  in  wheat  and  to  haul  manure  on  the  same  is  to 
give  one  third  of  the  wheat  in  the  bushel  the  same  field 
south  of  the  house  is  to  be  put  in  corn  is  to  give  one  third  int 
the  bushel  also  the  field  that  is  notVn  of  the  house  that  is 
in  meadow  to  be  mowed  anc  her  half  to  be  put  in  the  stack 

the  lot  known  as  the  ( - )  to  have  for  pasture  by  fencing 

on  one  side  the  said  Joshua  Price  is  to  cut  and  split  ra*ils 
and  fix  up  the  fence  thereof  which  the  said  Sarah  Frumf Leld 
is  to  give  one  dollar  per  hundred  for  making  and  laying  up  the 

-- --  np  of  the  old  rails  to 


r  a ?  1  s  the  reset t  ’ n g  an d. jl ay  in 

pay  25  cts  par  hund. 


Sirrne^  Sarah 


Per 

rumfield  x 

!  Tark 

Joshua  Price 


August  19  1263. 

17 i tn  ess 

Strother  Frumfield. 


7C .  buffalo  grove  Coon  Co.  Iowa 

Parch  20  1264. 

IJear  Sir  As  my  husband  is  verv  busy  sowing  wheat  he  recuests 
me  to  write  vpu  a  line  and  tell  you  about  your  timber  for "  it 

eople  fro^  tak ing  timber  they 
all  the  timber  they  can  before  any  boy 


1 — 1 
f.- 

p 

f 

o  keep 

they 

go 

l  : 

i  o 

A 

r  l  o  t  e 

ke  a 

« 

l  L 

t 

and  thev 

ha 

S 

a 

power 

of  a 

c. 

»■ 

ei 

'i 

as  much 

as 

unless 
there  1 
lc-.no  tn  i.o  ..  lij  oi‘  wn  Lou 

r*  cv  vU'lld 


off  yuur 


La  v>or ini  a w  juttfiS  . 


—  c-vj 


dollars  and  there  is  not  ’"rich  v?ood  timber  left  on  it 


0 


ana  my 
L  led  e.-  -l 


1  • 


co  W0UJ.0  >  .  v-  vou  to  come  ami  settle  ers  ...  u. 

s  a  * :am  her-  Lhat  \  arts  to  it 

and  I  70U  ha-  better  sell  it  cheap  than  not  sell  it  at 

ho  much  mere  timber  taken  off  it  it  will 
new  if  you  want  to  sell  it  imrr.eb  l  ‘  " 

4 


j-y 


all  for  if  tlmre 
r  rx  sell  s  -on 
c.  -  I  ~  ci-iS  *rr>v>T!  *'  v-*-*.  r- 

hPparto'h1- 

and  sixty  acres  and  he  will  match  they  balance  they  timber 
is  net  destroyed  Ceorge  Furgett  to  Strother  Brumfield 

write  soon. 


0”_LC  1  :.jCe  *0  :.uVl  t  IT.'.O  JO 

if  it  would  suit  you  he  wants  a  hundred 


— 


. . 
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71.  Richmond  Ind  . , 

April  11th  -  1866. 

Strother  Prumfield.  Inclosed  is  a  draft  for  three  hundred 
e ighty  dollars  and  twelve  cents  on  the  hank  of  the  Ohio  Valley 
at  Cincinatti  The  same  amount  named  in  your  receipt,  and 
inform  me  if  its  receipt  by  you  T  send  it  hy  Indianapolis 
and  it  v;ill  reach  you  hy  Wednesday  at  farthest  Give  my 
respects  to  all  the  family  for  their  kind  treatment. 

Verry  Respectfully  yours, 

Thomas  Means 

I  make  your  residence  on  the  hack  of  the  draft  at  Winchester 
but  that  will  not  make  any  difference,  I  always  naming  a  place 
of  residense. 


72. 


June  19th  1864. 


Mr  S  and  L.  Prumfield 
inland  to  let  your  know 


f ind  you 
was  glad 


the  same 
to  ner  o.oat 


Dear  brother  and  Sister  I  take  my  pen 
that  we  are  all  well  hoping  this  may 
we  received  yours  of  the  5th  in  due  time  add 
you  was  all  well  some  5  weeks  ago  we 
stsrrtc^  on  our  o  Ill.  we  was  gone  2  weeks  had  a  good  vi&it 

we  left  Sarah  Jane  at  her  grandmothers .  The  crops  loo>'^  \  ell 
in  Ill. when  we  were  there  farms  in  Ill  rates  from  15  to 

4 0  dollars  per  acre,  lumber  from  $15  to  $  45  U  for  fxxjssk 
pine  that  is  all  the  kind  that  they  have  there  or  nearly  so. 
Shingles  from  $  4  to  $  5  M  At  that  rate  it  would  cost  something 


to  builc  there 


Lath  $  6  M. 


lumber  at 


I  will 

< t 


give 

c 


vou 


the  price  of 

South  Pend  Poplar  green  $15  to  $18  M  Dry  and 
clear  $20  to  $25  V.  Shingles  $2  Lath  $  3.75  M  Oak  $16  to 
$20  M  It  is  verry  dry  her  Six  weeks  tonight  we  had  a  hard  ratn 
but  two  sprinkles  sufficient  to  lay  the  dust  since  Wheat  looks 
about  average  com  small  oats  and  grass  very  short.  Well  about 
Well  about  the  Tow ay  land  we  are  willing  that  Dock  and  Martha 


Jane  shall  have  eighty  acres 
balance  as  you  think  best. 


d  iv  id  e 
chance 


the 


or*  n 


X  'Ji 


Ady 
best 


are  doing  well 


each  and  then  sell  or 
If  you  sell  give  us  a 

Ady  has  a  good  home  I  thank 
a  gaurdian  for  george  &  Adv 
South  Pend  SC  Joseph  county 
great  many  ace as  ions  for 


bid  George 

If  you  think  it  best  I  will  appoint 
Send  the  (A?)  money  by  express  to 
Fraternally  we  are  doing  wexx  nere 
12  months  past.  'Ho  more  at  present. 

William  Clenny  to  S.  Pru Tfleld. 

72  Cont  June  21st 

I  will  .finish  William  letter  we  are  all  well  William  is  at 
his  mill  and  T  am  very  lonesome  Malisa  goes  to  school  We 
went  to  see  Dock  when  we  went  to  Illinois  we  seen  the  prisners 
(prison  camp  in  Chaicgo  HOP)  Mary  Jane  is  with  him  yet.  We 
vent  to  see  Marv  Mills  she  did  not  no  me.  she  looked  as 
natcherl  as  ever  T  d  id  not  no  but  she  v»ould  hug  me  to  peaces 
it  looked  od  to  see  such  big  girls  lide  is  teaching  school 
sarah  Jane  and  lib  are  working  out  tell  ell  that  is  dead 

that  ( -  ?$  and  mared  (married)  write  soon 

Elizabeth 

72  Cont. 

Cliff  and  Tjri  are  foing  to  school  Janey  Grandmother  .  is  a 
going  to  fetch  her  home  in  September  and  Mary  Mills- is  coming 
to  and  we  are  all  coming  in  there  in  a  pile  if  nothing  happens 
if  nothing  pak  hapens  we  r^de  on  the  boat  one  hubdred  and 

thirty  leiieM?  yoMhSF i-orgot  me 


;:i  lies 
M art-ha  Jane 


■as  nice  it  looks 
vou  to  write  me  a 


. 


'•'■q 
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w  CL.  « 


72  Cent.  (arc)  1  ar 

!  wrote  to  you  last.  T'other  tan/comlng  lo 
or  .  re  cars  Lor  I  could  uo-  s  Lanu  w '  couie  j.n 
you  get  this  anr!  tell  me  how  Praters  are  . 

Mother  St  La  Ma  Brumfield 

73 .  June  2oth  1ET4 

Mr  Strother  Dear  Cousin  T  take  my  pen  ir.hand  to  inform  you 
that  v/e  are  all  well  at  present  Father  and  Mothers  healths 
are  very  good  and  hoping  that  those  few  lines  will  find  you 
all  in  good  health  in  joying  yssxrx  good  health  it  is  very  dry 
here  there  has  not  been  any  rain  for  some  time  to  mount  to 
any  thing  the  weather  bids  fair  for  rain  this  even  in.-?  but 
I  am  afraid  we  will  be  disappointed  as  all  signs  fail  in 'dry 
weather  ^  would  like  if  it  is  not  to  much  trouble  to  vou 
to  write  and  let  me  know  vhat  first  quality  of  dry  black' walnut 
and  chury  boards  is  worth  in  Indiana  wher  you  live  (per  Thousand^ 
T  would  like  to  get  onejthousand  feet  of  walnut  and  chur^y  for 
cabonet  work  if  it  would  not  come  to  high  T  would  want  some  one 
inch  and  some  2/A  inca  boards  let  me  know  vhat  good  lumber  is 
worth  and  what  you  would  charge  to  put  ition  the  cares  what  is 
the  name  and  distance  to  your  niest  railroad  station 
nothing  more  at  present  yours  with  respect. 

Joseph  Brumfield 

write  soon  as  convenient  diredt  to  Glenn^-ood  Mills  Po 

Livingston  Co  Ill. 


see  you  on  is  fail 
«  v.gon.  write  soon 


74. 


b  a'o  ;ne 


camp  Douglas  til., 

June  2 e bn. 

ic  In 

Dear  brother  and  sister  and  Mother  T  arrived  safe  at  Chicago 

Dock  and  Mary  Jane  well  tut  their 
ell  T  got  to  Anderson  town  at  five 
us  to  the  TTotell  anc  at  one  I  took  the 
t  very  little  trouble  getting  here  I 
the  ’Totell  and  I  cid  not  get  anything  f 
dCinner  v ith  Dock  and  Mary  Jane  today 
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on  a  bus  to  t 


UC1S.  i  '.U  V.  j  j  ■_  CJ  ;  i 

ake  mejt,o  the  Stre 
when  '  got  to  the  gat 


et  cars 

I 

a  room  and  some 
their  guns  off  s 
we  sav;  them 


.d  I  was  invited  i 

he  had  gone  to  sh~oi.  nne  w  gins  on  so 
T  mot  in  company  with  a  Corpral  and  after  ah 

coming  ih  saw  Docks  back  and  knew  him  but  he  was  to  far  .gone  to 
halt  him  so  the  Corporal  vent  with  me  to  his  house  and  there  I 
found  thenjthere  Jane  got  dinner  and  t  washed  dishes  Jane 
went  to  ironing  and  'r  to  writing  Chicago  is  the  bigest  town  I 
ever. saw  .but  t  can  tell  you  that  I  dint  (spend)  much  time 
looking  at  it  for  I  was  so  anxious  to  see  Dock  and  Jane  and  the 
baby  the  baby  is  real  pretty  it  has  eyes  like  Strother  I 
had  no  such  a  idea  as  thing  being  so  well  fixed  as  they  are 
nearly  all  the  officers  has  their  wlfes  and  familys^  they  ’nave 


school  here  in 
caul  it  a  tmvn 
k 


the 


it 


’s  cauled 


for  my  part  I  would 

I  dont 
tout  me 


camp  as 

’or  you' Its  no  idea  how  ever;/  thing  is 
know  but  that  T  shall  stay  a  good  while  if  you  can/ao  withou" 
v op  that  Docks  said  that  Jane  was  going  home  she 

vas?hbme  to  fetch  her  th  in  ms  and  was  going  to  fix  a  little  better 
than  they  was  Stanton  says  I  can  make  a  great  deal  mote  to 
stay  here  than  T  can  working  sewing  or  irnong  hell  Clinton 


— 


•  . 
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74  Cont. 

i?  h  c- 1 

vat  Bippio  TTncle  "Dock  says  the  first  mar  that  gets  (Stat  ?)  he 
v/rll  g-t  the  hill  let  out  and  send  it  to  him  v/ell  Uother  von 
must  not  get  out  of  heart  nor  work  to  hard  nor  xrnnk  about  'me 
for  Ir  in  a  better  place  than  I  ever  was  in  I  v.  ish  von '  ~ 
was  nere  to  Strother  sell  that  norse  if  von  can  t  vL]_  [^ve 
'r  bav-  vro t °  all  T  can  think  of  at  oresent  “  as  T  hav-  not 

nrr'  v‘be-e  yot  c  cant  t'U  *+  all  r  am  going  to  writ-  to 
Jesses  T  know  you  miss  r.e  at  home  hut  you  need  not  he  on  easy 
about  me  for  T  can  assfettssYmc  asshure  you  Lnat  T  or*  do?n^  vel"^ 

T  ^cnt  know  when  T  will  go  meyhe  not  for  too  veaks  xf±  ’  Dock 
never  mot  my  letter  yet  T  will  quit  Poping  to  'cr«t  a 

letter  as  soon  as  possible  for  t  want  to  hear  from  T'other. 


.T  r> 


(Fartha  Jane  ^rumfteld) 


^S. 

75 

Strother  ^r1' 
"Dear  ^r-th^r 

n 

and 
n  ot 
r  ot 


v;  in  Chester,  Ran  d  o  lph  Co  In  d . , 
July  4  or  6th  1B64 . 

if ; eld 

J"  sister  <*-  mother  T  started  for  Ilaryes  last 
ight  and  got  +  o  Fulton  at  daylight  I  went  to  the  Retell 


there  enquired  for  a  hack  they  told  me  that  the  Hack  did 
mo  on  that  day  so  I  vent  to  the  Livery  Stable  and  there 
mar  t-  nr  mg  me  to  Albany (ei^uw  miles.  only  and  he 


charged  me  three  dollars  I  told  him  it  was  too  much 


said  they  generally  charged  $4 
me  that  T  would  have  walked  it. 


tut 


at  Chic -go 


to 


>t  me  a  through 


ne  sad 

if  I  hac  a  knowed  it  would  cost 
Stanton  went  to  the  depot 
ticket  for  Fulton'  it  cost 


four  dollar?  and  seventy  five  cts  T  got  to  Farys  this  morning 
before  breakfast  T  have  not  saw  ever/  one  of  th*e  girls  ypt 
Clifton  .just  came  in  T  think  he  looks  like  Joseoh  Hiram 
looks  like  brother  they  are  to  pretty  little  boys  Fary  knowed 
me  m  a  minute  ycoultf  not  dare  to  fool  her  Wary  has  not  got 
her  money  yet  IT  told  her  you  had  sent  it  to  Fulton  she J 
is  going  to  see  about  it  well  the  girls  is  coming  Well 
Strotn^r  Lib  will  do  for  a  bean  pole  she  is  nearly  as  tall  as 

- . -  Lida  is  a  peffect  beauty  her  eyes  is  as  black  as 

c  ole  and  she  ho.o  suen  a  rounc  neac  and  face  Sarah  is  a  real 
good  looking  girl  and  is  just  like  she  always  was.  T  th  mk 
-ary  has  real  good  childrsnjand  seams  to  live  in  peace  0 
Strother  "  am  a  little  homesick  and  was  more  so  before  t  came 
here  T  know  you  miss  me  at  home  It  dont  seam  so  long* since 
7  caw  any  of  you  T  do  wonder  if  little  Tnda(  India)  misses  ne 
Well  T  forgot  to  tell  you  that  Stanton  baby  got  some  better  before 
X  started  T  would  have  come  to  Farys  sooner  but  Stanton  wanted 
me  to  stay  on  the  fourth  T  cant  tell  nothing  about  fourth  but 
T  can  tell  you  all  when  T  come  home  Fary  thmks  I  must  stay 
all  next  weak  Oh  if  'r  coulc  just  hear  from  home  T  would  not 

f cal  s n  badly  keep  T’other  in  good  heart  if  you  can  and  kiss 

Tnda  for  me  and  all  the  rest  and  tell  311a  jfAunt  Jane  is 
coming  home  some  time  T  will  quit  for  this  time 
Strother  you  must  no" 


not  worth  anything 


g  o  good 

grumble  at  this  letter  for  the  pen  and 


tv? 

ink 


^rom  Jane  Frum.fi eld. 


— 

*• 


. 
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76.  Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  Til. 

July  136  ^(probably) 

Stro+her  t-rumfie  14 

Dear  brother  and  sister  and  mother  Lt  is  •„  ii  i  pleasure  that  I 

seat  myself  to  write  to  you  but  v.-enld  much  rather  get  a  let+or 


ge  u  a 

fro*"  7/ on  tnau^Lo  nave  to  write  ere  v:e  are  axl  well  hut 

ba^v  it  *s  sick  huT  not.  half  as  had  a  s  it  was  when  T  first  caame 


SbantonSs 


have 


rot  haer  anywhere  since  T  came  hut  with  Starter  at  cress 


parade  nn^  T  went  to  the  Douglas  Park  and  saw  where  Stephen  A 
Douglas  is  burled  and  saw  where  he  lived  or  where  his  family  lives 
row  +hev  are  very  strict  here  yo*’  cart  go  out  unless  you  have" 
a  pass  I  v;*rt  to  the  edge  of  the.  lake  T  got  seme  shells  to 
bring  home  "  hh.  ~e  I  dorr  Know  wren  I  will  he  home  I 
errors  start  for  i’arys  a  Tuesday  ^  dent  know  whether  Jane 
will  go  with  me  or  not  Sometimes  she  w  ill  and  other  times  she 

will  say  she  dent  knov.Vhether  she  will  go  or  not  And  I  dont  teasfe 
her  to  go  thou  fa  r  v/cu  id  like  for  her  to  go  with  me  hut  I  had 
good  luck  got  t  mg  here  and  T  recon  T  v.ill  getting  there  r  ferrg* 
to  tell  that  when  T  got  to  the  gate  of  Camp  Douglas  I  asked 
the  ^officer  of  the  day  for  Sergent  r'rumfield  he  asked  me  what 
reg-*~orj+  he  was  in  and  what  company  hut  T  v.as  so  excited  I  could 
not  tell  the  r°g  or  tne  company  but  T  soon  got  ?v«r  that  and 
could  tell  the  •■'omen  maxes  lows  of  money  rut  maey  have  to 
v’ork  hard  toe  Lout  men  ts  wife  wanted  to  hire  rv>e  t 
told  hm  4  did  not.  come  here  to  work 


but 


T  r-ould  start  to  Alabny 


dont  v;ant  to 

i 


:e  tt  eng 

»_ 


on  ~ 

•  o 


n  ext  won day  hue  os  it  is  toe  fount  o  of  -Tuly  end 
start  on}t not  day  Dell  T  wonder  how  you  are  all 
I  dont  go  to  sleep  at  night  for  thinking  of  home  t  xnov--  you  -]£-s 

hnt  when  T  say  anything  '‘bout  »'eing  homesick  they  laugh  at  me 

Stanton  wants  me  to  go  to  T’ncle  ^eorge  Fishers  and  wants  me  to 

t  r  soant  go  either  place  for  when  I  go  to  l.'arys 
a  clad  enough  to  start  home  T  want  you  not*  to 

e  to  me  f  T  dont  get  a  letter  fro~  you 

nek  fro~  Alban;,-  T  will  think  you  did  not  write  to 
ink  T  will  write  to  you  any  more  till  .  get  to 

nek  from  Farys  and  stop  at  Stantons  I  want 
ton  end  il  T  com  I  shaix  be  very  ..tan., 
in  good  heart  if  yon  can  how  do 
it  cow  and  have  you  sold  my  horse  I  see 
of  government  horses  here  and  cattle  there  is  no  end  to 
Jane  and  me  and  the  Lou tenants  daughter  go+  a  pass  and 
o  the  City  it  is  9  miles  to  Lake  St'  and  that  is  the  center 
Chicago  wo  vent  in  the  street  cars  they  run  all  the  time 


r** 

^  to  C 
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know 
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no 
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-OV 


+  hen 

went  t 
o  f 


^nd  only  charge  5  cts  to  ride  three  miles 


it  is  twon  all  the 


way  from  the  gate  to  the  senter  or  where  we  went 


t  e  slaughter  penns  and  the  cattle  that  is  there 


b  v 

to  see  T  saw  a  lots  of 
see  Stanton  thinks  it  would 

Rock i land  ?  and  take  the  bote 


ips> 


an 

Vn 


we  go  right 
L  s  a  s  *.  -- .  i  u 
for  me  to 
e  test  for  me  to  go  to 
T  dont  know  how  "  will  go  vet 


’as 


:ht 


and  look  over  L 


so  vou 


cant 


~  mus-t  met  my  travelers  gu  ide 
traveler  a  guide  on  the  cars 
vou  will  read  them  T  v°nt  to  the  pr 
tell  you  they  are  a  hard  hard  look  in 
like  everyth  ing  +ho  police  has  the 

e  c.oors  end  keep  the  camp  clean 

rv f\C 

iOXt 


■r,  + 


tnev  give  ever 
get  wrong  that  is  if 
o 


see  the  Rebels 


set  they 


to 


around  +h 
c  lean  or  th-=  officer  will  report 


T  1 

rake  all 
every ‘ 


t  he 


Gunge on 

A 


th  e  mai 


T  Cii  b 


i  r  o  n 
j  °  * 


ve  to  work 
the  trash  from 
ing  has  to  be 
in 


nd  thenKrou  wold  get  put  ir 
door  to  Stantons  was 

+  v^,p  A'1 

end  had"  to  have  a  *  cha  inf  on  d  ball  on  his  legju 


i  oune  asleep  on 


:aurd  an 


i  ives 
as  on- 


dungeon  for  twenty  days 
nd’live  on  half 


. 


, 

il  ■ 

' 


' 
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77.  Gout . 

rations  and  that  of  .just  bread  and  water  Ms  wife  is  nearly 
c  razv  abo”+  Vm  she  has  three  little  children  to  take  care 

r  rin-nt  know  but  what  T  have  wrote  a  nough  for  this  tune 
co  ^  will  quit  T  still  remain  your  sister 

Martha  -T.  ^xu  infield  to  Strother  Prumfield 
TO  WRIT'S  SOON. 


uO  • 


78.  (A  fragment  from  a  letter  of  Stanton  ^rumfield  from 

Camp  Douglas  Chicago) 

Corn  Pishop’s  wife  had  went  to  see  a  sick  woman  one  evening  and 
left  the  children  at  home  xxfc’x  his  daughter  put  them  to  bed 
aTy*  locked  the  doors  and  put  the  key  under  the  door  so  her 
mother  C'vuld  get  it  she  then  read  seme  in  the  ”  Ible  and  knelt 
dovn  bv  the  fire  to  sav  her  pray  re  when  her  dress  caught  fire 
.•and  in  trying  to  put  it  out  she  co~~unicated  the  fire  to  the  bed 
after  that  she  one  of  the  ch  ildren  out  of  the  bed  before  it 

burned  ven  much  her  dress  all  burned  off  ner  sne  lived 
ho^rs  sne  coniuut  open  one  door  and  it  was  a  great  while  before 
any  assistance  was  rendered  they  burst ed  the  door  with  an  ax 

the  bed  all  burned  up  but  the  house  was  saved  they  live  in  town. 

t  expect  you  can  tell  me  who  is  drafted  in  your  next  letter 

for  T  expect  it  will  come  of°  before  then  Our  new  church  is 

n  erely  completed  and  *•*  is  equal  to  the  church  at  Lakeville  it 
is  right  close  to  our  quarters  and  _r  think  T  shall  tend  Church  a  . 
little  better  when  it  is  finished 

Well  as  it  is  about  bed  time  T  had  better  close  maybe 
XU  think  of  somr'i-hv:'-  tomorrow  I  nope  this  will  find  you 
i  r/go od  health  an d  sp  ir it  s 

j  fyom  your  affectionate  husband, 

S.-T.  nmmfield 


26  11  Sunday  even 

v; r i gh  t  so  good  n  igh t 


fin^s  me  alright  with  nothing  more  to 


79 


Camp  Douglas  Ill., 
April  22na  18t4. 


ana 
on  it 

in  J oe  e 
it  as^v.ortn 


ivi  !'•  o.  Liiiii  Leiu 

dear  brother  I  received  yonrs  of  the  ISto  yesterday 
have  no  means  of  knowing  what  that  Towa  land  is  worth 
I  will  scarcely  keo\  what  I  am  doing  when!  do  bid 
all  T  know  about  it  is  what  a  soldier  told  meat  Pa 
Mills  Co.  he  said  that  land  is  on  the  raise  and 
from  p  $3  to  $4  per  acre  T  shall  gage  my  blc  a 
v  ha+fne  says  land  _is  wor" 

■*  ^  \  and  Martha  Mane  uavc  .ian  ■.  v.  ^  w..., 

,ake  the 

*  *+  — v  —  if  it  v;  ill” 
not  T  a~'  not  particular 

T 


little  by 

h  I  will  give  S  3-3/4  per  acre  for 

__ . . . . .  can  have  half  of  it  if  sne  wants  it 

I  do  not  know  .lust  how  the  land  lays 

p  part  of  t  anvhow  *  +  will  inst  a  nandilv  divides  that 

V’  '’Y 


if 


just  a  hanc.ily  nivice 
my  health  is  good  at 

present  T  hope  this  will  find  you  all  enjoying  the  same 
blessing  Dverv  thin"  is  quiet  here  Den  Sickels.was  here 
yesterday  he  savs  that  the  war  will  be  settled  this  year 
Ve  hope  that  he  tells  the  truth 
more  at- present 
t  he  land 


but  our  faitn  is  weax  no 
keep  me  posted  on  what  you  are  doing  wit  a 
T  still  remain  your  affectionate  brother 


DOCK. 


•  ■  •  till  ■  -IT 


. 

. 

‘  '  : v ■  -2  er 


_ 
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80. 


Douglas  Ill., 
Dec .  25th  -  1864 


I'r  S.  8mTy.fi  eld 

*'y  ripar  ttother  T  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 

which  camp  to  hand  last  mhursday  and  found  rr,e  well  T 

hope  that  this  will  find  you  and  yours  enjoying  the  same  blessing 

T  havent  heard  from  -Tes  for  somet  ime  T  suppose  he  has 
forgotten  me  again  Ill  write  him  a  letter  some  of  these  fine 
mornings  that  will  wake  nr  up  T  havent  heard  from  Hiram  for 
a  lonrr  time  I  cent  know  why  he  dont  write  to  me  maybe  he 
dont  ikke  soldiers  7/e  received  a  large  installment  of 
prisoners  this  last  week  from  Hoods  ar my  they  were  in  a  bad 

condition  not  very  well  clothed  some  without  shoes  some 
of  ther|vere  pretty  badly  frozen  before  they  were  assigned  to 
their  quarters  about  2600  came  in  Friday  and  Saturday  We 
look  for  SCO  more  which  is  all  that  ve  can  take  at  present 
this  will  make  our  aggregate  about  12  200  they  have  comfortable 
quarters  and  are  well  cloathed  and  fed  there  is  no  breaking 
t nroumn  Che  fence  now  It  has  been  made  Three  thicknesses  and 
nailed  with  wro"~ht  iton  nails  and  clinched  The  prisoners 

that  came  in  last  dont  think  very  nveh  of  '’’eneral  Hood  and 
havent  much  faith  in  tneir  Confederacy  any  more  r,Ve  had 

colrt  weather  last  week  and  plenty  of  snow  the  weather  has 
moderated  considerably  since  yesterday  morning 

mo~e  at  present 

T  still  remain  yo^r  affectionate  brother 


S 


J.  r’mmfield 


^l. 


Camp  Dougl  as  Ill, 
April  16th  1364. 


e  ^rumf  *  eld  dear  brother  T  received  your  letter  yesterday 
in  which  you  wanted  to  know  if  yon  should  sell  or  divide  the  larid 
in  Iowa  We  11  T  have  beenp tudy  in*  ever  since  T  get  the  letter 
and  c'"10  t-r  i,no  coriclv.6  ioT1  jUj  lo  wui  sui.lo  iue  one  best 

to  have  it  divided  for  land  I  want  and  it  will  suit  me  there  as\L 
well  as  any  place  that  r  can  get  it  with  the  same  means  excuse 
a  snort  letter  for  T  just  came  off  gaurd  and  it  is  near  mail  time 


S.J 


Prutf ield . 


82. 


Rochester,  Fulton  Co  Ind., 
June  26th  1864. 


Tj0w  my  dear  brother  1  t^ke  my  pen  in  hand  to  inform  you  that  we 
are  all  well  at  this  presant  time  and  hoping  when  this  coens  to 
h-and  it  will  find  you  all  well  and  further  i  must  let  you  know 
thnt  we  had  a  doth  in  our  family  the  next  to  the  smallest  lirl 
is  Bed  she  had  the  scarlet  feaver  and  then  information  took 
place  irlher  head  and.  she  had  to  leave  us  Just  like  we  ^11  nave 
to  r,-o .  some  Day  before  long  and  so  turn  over  and  -<*1 
+  von  e  little  more  about  tnat  land  now  make  th  .  Ion 
i  h in short  i  will  tell  you  all  about  it  i  waunt  be  hard  on  you 
ff  tou’will  send  me  three  hundred  dollars  i  will  hole  no  more 
claim  on  that  land  so  if  you  th'nk  you  c arrive  that  rite  in 
vour  next  letter  and  let  me  no  all  about  k  and  that  °  m 

Wj  e  a  Frpat  deal  of  satisfaction  to  hear  iron  you  and  then  ivdl 
no  a  1  about  it  so  i  must  bran g  .my  letter  to  a  close  for  the 
p resent  t im® 

■  i  will  also  let  von  know  something  about  that  money  that 
you  sent  to  Feme  i  went  down  and  got  and  T  thank  yon  very 


— 
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T7T 


ranch  for  it  till  yon  are  better  paid. 
rieai  rnore  if  i  only  had  it  money  is 
n  1  on  tv  vnth  me  at  the  present  t  ?me  so  _ 

Shure  and  vrite  soon  for  i  waunt  to  hear  from  all  of  yon 

So  Rood  ^ye 


i  conld  make  use  of  Cood 
plenty  bnt  it  is  not  very 
i  shall  make  a  stop  be 


H.(iram)  ^mmfield  to 
T.:r  Strother  Brumfield 


S3. 


Albany  Til., 


Jan  3rd  1365. 


rncle, Annt  and  cons  ins  «  ,  . 

t  take  my  pen  inhand  to  drop  yon  a  few  lines 

are  wen  and  hope  you  are  xne  same  T  have^been^home  juso. 


v.cov  today  'r  staveu  at  Aim-  Lies  i  J1  alter  Christmas  and 
started  for  home  ^  so  nexe  T  am  X  vTooe  Aunt  Lie  a  letter 
coon  as  r  "  nome  i  ox*esu.r*e  see  .vis  -  l  -  oOls  uie 


"t.  -1 6  li 


V  '  .  ■  -  

Potherhad  letter  from  Father  las  week,  tae  Rees  have  been  raising 
old  Tied  where  father  is/^p^ttiey  had  to  call  in  the  Filitia  from 
Rock  island  n,lt  the  dc^  arfdKn  to  consequence  no  furloughs,  are 
mr anted  p-  so  T  think  If  we  see  father  this  winter  we  will  have 

to  mo  down  to  Rock  Island  and  T  think  ve  will  as  soon  as  it  snows. 


again  which  t  think  will  be  tonight 


t'other  has  the  house 


0f  pawing  as  usual  Lide  has  gone  to  the  Pississippi  Lodge  and 
thic  is  th®  first  time  that  T  have  laid  aside  my  sewing  this 
morning  Lide  is  now  on  the  River  skating  I  am  going  in  the 

morning  ! 'other  is  fixed  very  comfortable  she  braided  o*iu; 

our  bi^  stove  and  got  a  smaller  one,  she  has  one  pig  &  one  cov; 
the  other  being  in  th*  stock  field  in  the  country  but  it  is  ^ 

stitch,  stitch,  stitch  fro,n  morning  until  night  she  has  made 

15  shimrnie  ?  pair  of  T'en’s  pants,  5  small  coats  one  big  coat 
5  long  night  dresses  and  11  large  snirts  5  dress  shirts  since 
Aunt  Jane  was  at  our  house  Pother  does  all  the  cutting  and 
fitting  T  am  going  to  Fulton  in  two  weeks  to  stay  the  rest  of  ta, 

w  inter, 


t  get  32.00  p®r  week  ,  there  will  be  but  4  in  family  with 


me  T  have  not  senn  Sarah  yet  she  is  in  the  country  sev:  ing -- J  _ 
t  presume  she  has  not  heard  of  my  return  for  at\^east  nope  she  hss 
not  for  T'other  and  TJ.de  have  talked  me’Jrj ind  if  there  is  any  sue n 
thing.  TTncl*  Strother  lide  says  you  are  a  gay  old  pup  I  (r/jke d 
her  for  vo”  what  kind  of  a  dog  '"rays  was  raising  ^  Aunt  Louis* 
Pother" gets  both  of  mv  grandmother ’ s  pictures  and  looks  first  at 
on*  and^th*n  at  the  other,  p  erh-ps  t  had  better  explain  rays *1'- 
o n  the  subject  of  pictures  t  fomudd  grandmother  Brumfields  Pjctwns 
among  Aunt  Lib’s  pictures  *  so  asked  her  if  T  could  take  it 
T+h  m*  and  get-  a  oictme  taken  from  it  and  see  said  T  could 
m  intend  "to  write  to  TTncle  Rock  and  tell  him  Lide, Cliff  ,R i 

Pr  T  vent  to 
and  las 


to  th*  Contest  Few  Years  Night  J  enjoyedjit  very  much 
i-iLv/p  .M  ;oii*r  c±  lit  p  Rt  '  em  to  c  lurch  end  '  Lide  an 

~  »■-  _  V.  ^  A  ^  'ir.nnT'  T.'V 


T  wont  t*  our  lodge  he  had  a  splendid  paper  read  . oy 

one  of  our  s  Lsbex-  n.embei-s  *  todav  they  are  iruunK  great  eig 
1  oe  V;ood  across  the  River  the  Cases  will  be  here  by  June  & 

sure  is  as  large  as  the  Longanecker  he  has  graven  veyy 

fast 'with  in  five  months  Pothetlhas  sent  the  money  to  pay  -ax 


n 


T0v;a  Che  w'll 


deed  in  her  own  name. 


^rumfield  Family  letters 
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father  has  not  had  any  pay  for  12  mon+hs  an 3  be 
sayS  he  dont  think  he  will  not  get  any  nore  until  his  tine  is 
oot  if  he  dont  it  will  be  a  big  pile  when  ym  khbx  it  does  cose 

if  does  not  ret  any  nore  pay  until  his  tine  .s  jjyt  it  iv  ill _ \j_ 

amount  to  three  hnbdred  and  sixteen  dollars,. _ ,  ^Well  TTncle  I  n 

cant  think  of  any  nore  to  write  aboot  Morgot  to  tell  yon  T 
had  no  trouble  in  rettinr  hone  only  T  had  to  stay  in  kiux’ 

Fulton  tv,’''  days  before  Dr  Stone  brought  ne  home  1  T  had  to  go 
with  hb  to  see  some  of  his  patience  before  T  could  get  started 
for*  hone.  Write  soon  my  love  to  all. 

Libbie.  (Kills) 

PS.  Tell  .Vnt  Jane  to  write. 


°A . 


Camp  Douglas  Ill., 
Feb  20th  IS 65. 


Hr 


r-  :mf  i  e  Id , 

Dear  Brother  T  .just  received  yours  and  Yartha  Janes  letter 

and  T  + bought  t  had  better  answer  it  right  away  T  wrote  to  .  v 

the  Postmaster  of  Adel  Tov.'a  some  tine  ago  and  requested  him  to  (Setta  >**^) 
the  address  of  Some  responsible  man  in  Buffalo  Trove  for  T  wished 
to  correspond  with  some  man  there  as  I  had  some  Interest  there 
^nd  T  received  an  answer  from  Alton  which  dont  appear  to  be  quite 
to  the  pointe  and  T  am  afraid  that  t  am  getting  mixed  into 

your  affairs  T  will  send  yon  a  copy  of  the  answer  for  it  was 

aimed  for  you  as  you  can  see 


Fulton  To  Feb  10  I860 

T’r  Stanton  ^rumfield, 

C-mp  Douglas  Tll., 

Dear  Sir  T  received  a  line  fro^j/ou  a  short  time  ago  in  which 
you  said  you  wished  me  to  recommend  some  one  here  as  agent  f or 
your  land  in  Buffalo  ~rove  T  would  respectfully  recommend 
Johnathan  ’V  ill  is  as  a  suitable  man 

Yours  truly, 

P.r.  Alton  Iowa 

T  yoi]  v/anx,  xo  write  xo  Jonathan  Willis  Direct  uo  Alton 
Dallas  C  o  Towa 


¥ 


Tie  it  her  did  T  say  anyth  inm  about  land  nor  J[  dident  give  him  my 
first  name  ’n  full  This  is  the  reason  Lam  afraid  the  answer 


was  aimed  for  you 


t  wrote  to  Jonathan  ill  ls 


wanted  to 


know  the  condition  the  land  is  in  and  about  matters  generally 
out  there  for  T  think  of  moving  there  as  soon  as  my  time  is  out 
’rou  shouldent  be  tm  sure  about  that  name  for  it  is  set  down  as 


excnange: 


is 

William  C.  but  you  can  get  the  present  though  if  you  want  to 
for  I  spose  it  was  named  after  you  any  hoy;. 

500  prisoners  have  left  here  for  excohnge  and  SCO  more  leave 
todav  we  have  been  transfer ing  those  that  refuse  to 
1 0  ^arracks  to  themselves  they  number  over  tkxxs  3  0C0  so  far 
about  dC  were  released  this  morning  by  order  of  the  President 
there  has  been  several  hundred  released  this  month  We  distributed 
r bout  txx  10  OC0C  tracts  1  0C0  testaments  and  Some  religious 
o  appro  am one  them  the  cth^r  dev  it  was  a  very  plesant  work  £ 
they  waul'1  almost  snatch  them  out  of  our  hands. 

Wall  Sclppio  I  think  vou  are  learning  pretty  fast  fro::,  the  looks 


of  vou  r  w  r  it  ing 
T'other 
s  cell 
r  tudy 

(Stanton 


I  expect  you  will  be  a  man  yet  before  your 

?  '  Forth a  Jane  tells  me  though  that  Clint  can  beat  you 

in?  t  wouldn't  stand  that  if  T  was,  in  your  place  T-  V/ould 
awful  hard  but  what  ^  would  beat  him 


rnmf ield ) 


Yo  signature. 


— 


— 


— 


— 


. 
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P  S 


Poonesboro  Tov;a 
July  21st  /  65. 


Fr  S.  Prumfield 


n  n  fTOO ■ 
well  t 
b  ack 
v'  e  1 1 
v;  111 


O.  i  •  i  1  J-  u  _ 

Fear  brother  T  arrived  at  this  place  the  19"  inst  $dare 
d  health  withf  the  exception  of  myself  I  dent  feel  very 
odav  because  T  took  rather  a  lour  ride  yesterday  on  horse 


yesterday  on  horse 
I  found  things  looking  folly  as 
Thornburg  is  living  on  the  land  and 
all  of  me  He  has  very  n ice  cross 
rrovn'ng  did  not  get  to  see  him  he  vasjover  on  Coon  River* 

T  think  tne  best  vaing  you  can  do  is  xo  come  nere  and  straighten 
on  alinirs  as  soon  as  ^obb  i_ble  T  would  ha,,e  rather  hav q  moved 


T  was  over  our  land 
as  T  expected  Lev  i 
continue  to  do  so  ^or 


nb 


o"or  There  xnan  to  nave  ^tam  nere  co.  oii°  nous  had 
s  luce  "r  c-we  Lac iron  xners  r  nave  len^ed  a  nouse 
raxnei  -fol  $  IP  .CC  per  month  and  v.e  are  going  to*" 
todaylwhen  you  com0  here  you  can  get  a  free  ride  to 

•  ^ 1  -  -  -  -  ■>  ■*  1 —  *—  -  *  "v'  ~  larre  ^ristyf 

that 

carpenters 


House  then 
v  ou  and  ”’e 
plenty  of  v 
scarcity  of  lumber 
r on day  wages  is  about 

V-r 


you  will  be  in  sight  of 
live  .just  across  the  street 
erk  to  do  here  and  plenty  o‘ 


been  empty  & 

move  in  it 
the  Fremont 
mill  ahead  of 
there  is. 


to 


do 

here 


{i 


n  rvo 


Qu- 


T  IT 


y  ou 

althov-cr 


th  e 


i  irs' 


O' 


nhe  cars  only  commenced  runn in._ 
the  same  as  in  had.  T  shall  look  for 
next  month  Cur  goods  have  not  come  yet 
ionv:i  v;e  started  them  a  week  before  v:e  started 
again  to  the  rest  of  the  folks  when  T  have 
T  still  remain  your  affectionate  broth" r. 

S(Tanton)  J.  Pmmfield 


last 


shall  write 
a  better  chance. 


8  6 . 


Sept  27to  1865 
Poonsboro  Tov.a. 


S .  ^rumf ield 
this  e v  en  in  g 


<th 


TO* 


de~r  brother  we  are  in  tolerable  good  health 
Tory  Jan°  has  just  got  over  a  spell  of  soare/^ 
hope  this  will  f'nd  you  in  good  health  T  saw  ^en  Campbell  this 
afternoon  h°  came  in  the  Shop  to  see  me  and  to  pump  me  I  suppose 


i) 


h e  said  he 


fug  to  T 


1  i 


So  I  thought  t  had  best  to 


v;r  ite 
our  talk 


:hat  you  had  made  a  v 

V.  -  , 


hings  he  said  in  +he  first  part  of 

cargain  with  Lee  sue  he  was  ready  to 
-t  ■w-r-r  *  oan 


and  tell  von  some 
he  said  that  you 

swear,  to  it  and  that  you  had  offered  him  3  350  to  rue  the 
bargain.  (;Tote  Lee  Cor  Levi)  ^horrburg  was  the  man  who  had 
squatted  on  the  land  belonging  to  the  Jesse  Prumfield  estate 

if 


ought ent  expect  me 
surprised  at  me 

cc 


get 


during  the  war)  and  at  the  last  of  our  talk  he  sa  id  that  tr  Joe 
and  Lee  had  only  b°en  as  shapp  as  himself  they  would  have  bound 
you  up  so  they  could  have  held  yon  to  it.  he  tried  to  force  r 
to  believe  some  things  that  he  said  but  T  told  him  that  he 

to  beleive  all  he  said  and  he  was  very  much 
he  wanted  to  know  why  you  didnt  make  Lee  g< 
to  law  and  why  dont  you  do  something  he 
from  that  they  dont  know  that  you  have  emplped 
a  lawyer  to  attend  to  him  anr’’  T  dont  knov.  \;.ao  gooo  ^  .Lawyer  has 
done  us  y^t  T  think  \\e  rised*  nudg ing  up 

r  ha^ent  time  to  write  any  more  tonight 

S(tan+on)  J.  Frunfield. 


off  the  place 


rd  in ; 


aid 


■no 


sup; 


-  Q 

i  o 


rove  • 


wrote  tofthe  lawyer  since  Franklin  and  dl  came  over  to  the 


,e:  Franklin  is  ^  end  am  in  ’"’rankl  in  (bf  the  family  of  the 

veil  known  Pen  jam  in)  who  had  married  *rfto  the  family--  nee 
Genealogy,.  Stanton  worked  for  him.  as  a  carpenter) 


— 


— 


— 


- 


. 


■ 


^r^m field  Family  Letters 
87. 


eo. 


Corns  in  Ctrother 

*he  land  you  Spoke  about  lay  7  rpile  IT.E.5 
of  ^oonsboro  and  is  good  Prairie  worth  abort  five  Collars 
p ar  acre. 

^enjamin  Franklin 
-oonsboro  Sept  28th  1865. 

(Note  Fen.],  Franklin  m.  Amanda  Fun ter  first  cousin  to  Strother 
and  Stanton  ^rumf ield ) 


O  C 


Foonsboro  Tow a 
Nov.  26  /  65 


Strother  Krumfield 


Dear  ktsxfer  brother  We  received  your  letter 

Of  l  O  /N  T  "W  ^  F _  __  _____ 


y estorday  and  was  Clad  to  hear  from  you 


.  ■■  —  -  •«  -  also  got  papers 

tnat  v0’’  °®nt  ar^  got  tier  if  r  had  askid  for  them 


s  ooner 


yo11  se 


are  all  veil  as  common  except  tad  colds 


more  they  will  be  very  acceptable 
_  ,  -  -ept  bad  colds  I  hope  this  will  find 

you  onjoymr  rood  nealtn  and  prosperity  We  have  moved  to  our 
ov;n  loijve  mover  wee*  before  Last  -.,e  found 


ock 


very  difi icult  to  get  feed  for  our  cow  so  ve  sold  her  to  Franklin 
ano  took  it  in  furniture  and  a  little  "lore  so  when, yon  con»  arato 
yon  can  hove  a  bedstead  to  sleep  on  the  weatherks  delightful 
and  mechanics  are  making  -rood  use  of  it'-  new  house  are  sprin^ne 
up  all  over  town  lkke  magic  the  probability  is  that  the  FTf  v/ill° 
po  north  of  town  and  about  ten  miles  north  of  Fgett 
yirgett  savs  the-,  are  setting  the  grade  stakes  10  miles  north  of 
him  i_  they  go  north  of  town  we  can  see  the  cars  fro"  our  door 
anu  only  .a  ie\v  blocks  distant  ve  live  zrn  blocks  vesv  anc  one 
bloc^  nor.i  o.  «*.e  Puolic  Square  the  was  incorporated  th's 

x  v  ; -cers  elected  .  according  to  the  number  of 

scnool  children  there  is  27C0  inhabitants  in  the  two  towns 
the  furniture  business  is  lively  yet  Franklin  cant  keep  a  st 
on  h^ncjnci_.  t_.e  -ime  he  keeps  Seven  hands  besides  himself  and 
partner  and  Turner  he  said  he  took  in  the  tut  end  of  a  hundred 
coxlars  ever-  A-.yjLst  week  ^  he  talks  of  starting  a  factory  on 
;  '  ^ A'  r  ,-.r  and  wife  were  at  our  house  S^v^ral 

Pgl^t  tell  us  much  nev.s  about  the 
-'-nc-  1  10  ■  roi.t  to  mr.  they  were  oestrov  In.g  *he  t;mt°r 

•=ny  more  h=  sa-s  he  told  a  yo-ng  man  that  lives  at Vackevs  t- 
igP  ?  1?ok?”t  r°t’Whe  t5~ter  an:’  Says  he  will  he  a  good*  hand 
- ns  business  _  rou  or  T  vrefe  to  employ  him  h^  liv~s  in  th<=> 
oouee  next  to  far/s  land  and  he  is  no  friend  of  Thornbur-s 
-n  rgett  tn  ijiks.  tr. nt  Keller  that  lives  east  of  Lee  is  in  Co  with 
h  im (Lee)  T  d ’.dent  think  of  qfoin^  over  ther»  anv  oor»  ,',ntill  I 

}f  Per  A  l  remember  o'*  +elling  Fate  Norris' any 'th^.nm 

t  n-it  you  sdokp  Ox  ^en  Campbell  mav  have  pumped  som^  out  of 

sone  :ne  or  v/hat  or  how  much  I  dont  know  nor  t  $nnt 

care  very  much  about  it  -  dont  suppose  t  ever  told  half  as 
much  .^s  they  say  I  told  T  am  restin'  easy  as  I  can  T  dont  know 
whether  will  ever  get  anyth  in.g  or  not  of  Fathers  estate  T  a-. 

lhe,  ?*te  ?lde  a7Th<?-”  r  intend  to  do  without  u  nk 
' *  '  ^ j  ano  qotjo  say  u  is  your  fault  or  anvbodys  else 


No  more  at  present  write  soon 

S(tanton) 


re 


P our  affect ionatle  brother 
-ield 


r> 


— 
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S 


,sq, 


S  ’  T 


Frumf  ield 
Winchester  Tnd 
Fr 

r  nd  Lark  in  /Thorn "bur" 
W-k  3'7  -h  R  -V  SF  ->  and 
p  j.ghtv  ■  '• 

v-  ill  be 
and  c 


Fee.  1st  1865. 
Adel  Tov;a 


Cm"  . 

5  .i  ;r 


htz  F-d 

Com  La  iTjo'.' 
nT.  3  .  > ..  ...  *-* 


The  appraisers  (Fess.  Pnrgett.  Shiveley 
)  have  appraised  tne  three  east  eightys  \Ziz 
u  'a  -h  SF  2  at  $8  per  acre  and  the  west 
at  $li;  psr  acre  The  a^pi-a isinen u  don ct less 
y  6 on n  . ^  uoui-'i.  ion  c.^jj  a<o  ahead  and  se  -L  1 
expeo  l  v.  j.on  tou-C  ncspeeoiully 
V/.S.M.  Apdoou 


\man~ 

o  1  1 

u.  l 


Albany  Fee  10th  186b 

and  26th  ultimo  eat.0  to  nan*  last  Saturday  '-nd 
wered  becauseof  my  being  away  from  honethe  patt 


■r 


90. 

v  on  re  of  Tu° 
has  remained. 

vi  eek  V: e  are  alLi)  in  reasonable  health  at  present  and  feel 
a  yi’eat  bpreavment  the  sadden  departure  from  this  life  of  Our 
Frontier  FI  ram  and  Sympathy  with  his  children  . 

Perhaps  you  would  like  to  know  someth ig  annnt,  me  special 
X  have  earned  $200.00  since  T  came  Home  with  my  own  hands  and  have 
lost  l--?  pounds  rlesn  since  you  was  here  Provisions  generally 
is  at  fabulous  prices  Cnui.ce  beef  steak  12  pr  lb  Fresh  pork 
cut  18  cts  FI  on1"  o^.CC  to  36.00  per  hundred  Coffee  .40  White 
sugar  .25  Corn  Potatoes  &  oats. 25  Tne  paper  you  sent  came  to 


hand  the  past  wee1- 


V  T  -P-V 


an 


S  veil 
m  *  feel  as 


~  fres  u  W«*y  rfouK*  yf  * 


it  many  names  that  are  familiar 

Richardson  Fart  in  etc  It  makes 


nougn 


would  lik< 


:o 


be 


about  our  coming  to- pay  y*u  a  visit 


there.  You  said  something 
T  do  not  see  how  we  can 


v  inter 


,  rf 


c  on^  an ’ s 

as  we  can 
g  iving  a  ian 
d is charge 
+  in  Febraska1 


v 
i  s  a 
rone 
f  rom 


ver/ 


10° 
here 
Iowa  T  cam 


fro 


still  think  we  will  come 
have  heard  that  there  is  a  Sovt 
warrant  to  all  the  18 
will  ret  one  o 
have 
country 
and.  more  a 

+  +  p*i  i 


Some 


•.fhrue 

V.J  T 


eks  See 
Savanr 

62  Sold  iersjwho  has  an  honor 
f  160  Acres  and  trv  to  loca 


gent  at 

a&le 

j  locate 
seen  men  from  there  that  says  near  Fenver 
is  be t ter  t h a-: \th  is  Some  have 

be  have  not  heard 
does  not  write  Perhaps  he 


+  Vi  p  + 

«-  *■  -  WA  V 

why 


it 


g  o  in  g  m  tne  Spring 
3 tan ton 


a  too  busy  and 


not /time  !  hr/ 


iu s t  write  Some th  in g 


-  r  ^  - k'  *"  —  w  U 

for  her  ’Veil  here  we  go  She  looksjouch  better  than  when  you  was 

here  though  she  has  had  the  more  spoil  of  ( - age)  Since  we  have 

live'3  toother  v-hich  made  her  look  ver  v  puny. 

V;  e  thought  that  v.-e  would  have  some  photographs  taken  we  went 
morris  on  left  our  negatives  but  Per  Ryes  was  very  bad  and  the 
artist  sent  me  word  and  we  have  not  had  time  to  go  back 
hope  we  s? ill  hav clone  +here  soon 
Yours  asfever 


+  ■ 
o 

s  mce 


4\ 

j  o 


I 


Please  answer. 


T  will  close  for  the  present 
(oseph)  P  #  l'(ary)  Fills. 


PI. 

Article  of  agreement  ’Fade  end  Filtered  into  Fetween  Sarah  Frumfielc 
of  Randolph  County  and  St&te  of  Indiana  of  the  first  part  and 
Flihu  Fohnsonpf  the  County  and  State  aforesaid  of  the  second  part 
Witness  eth  that  Sarah  ^runfield  for  and  in  Consideration 


o  f 


+'■ 


he 


;o7 


■enants  hereafter  mentioned 


md  doth  hereby  Rent  the 

• j 

/* , 


+  a  rm  o : 


nas 

following  described  land  to  the  said  •"rohnson  "or  the 
one  year  from  the  first  day  of  i'arch  1°66  n*xt  ensuing  on  the 
following  terms  to  wit  one  th  ir'5  of  all  the  c 

Kil  "  "l 


on°  th  ird  of  flax  seed  and  oats  im  th*  bushel  ana  one  th  Fa.|jf  J\e 

O  ^  r 9  w*  a  -r\  +  Vin  e  f  S'C  l'l  vV  6'  ^ 


v  he  at  ‘in the  bushel  an*,  on^  ^alf  oi, 
*  he  hood  pastrrfT'  |»nd.  .  tin.©  ■  r  Sarau 


the.  bushel 

OUw&L  -  Ji  i  I  \J  i.JrJ  uH  .Ik 

hoy  -  in  the .  s  t aclaSxc ept  q 
t  o  g  i  v  e  tne  s  an.  a 


P T*iim f  i  g  Id  Fan  \ ly  Letters 


G2 


FI.  C^nt. 


giihu  ir iv ileje  to 
e  a  ?.r!  laud  kno’.'.TJ  as 

<^ct  '.OTi 

‘nd . 


pasture  tv  ^  h°ao  of  horses 
the  vest  half  of  the  south 
ip  19  of  1  (4)  Fast  *<+’ 


■  rva 


t 


on  said  past 

the  south  east  quarter  of 

coo+Por',  30  +ov.nshi.p  19  of  F  (4 )  Fast  situate  in  Randolph  CO 
and  the  said  Flihu  Johnson  bibds  himself  to  take  said 
farn  and  tend  it  in  a  "^or5  vorkjl  ike  manner  -and  deliver  one  third 
as  abov°  mentioned  to  the  said  *Farah  ^mnfield  and  is  to  do  such 
repairing  as  the  said  Sarah  may  wish  .don  on  said  farm  for  which 
‘  Sarah  agrees  to  pay  the  3a i^  Flihu  the  customary  price 

■ork  at  the  tire  said  work  is  con  rah  and  further”  she  ageees 

«  •  i  _ _  i _ _  n _ j  /^\r  /  _  x  x  _ _  n 

r*  •  «P4- . 


t he  s a i r 
for  such 
t  o 
lay 


+  o  *  ra  FT*  ~1  *  Vo  ^  t  V<  ^  rn  ^  o 

k  is  coUrLAand  fur^he] 

_  re  tir  twenty  five  cents  per  hundred  jfresett ’nj  old  fence  and 
nr  up  old  rails  and  one  dollar  fifty  cents  per  hundred  for 
n  ak in “  and  lay  in^  up  new  rails  and  the  said  Flihu  then  agrees 
to  haul  cut  all  manure  on  the  said  farm  on  +he  wheat  land  in'"  the 
fell  of  12 r~./.  provided  he  sows  wheat  on  the  said  farm  in  witness 

whereof  the  parties  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals  this  12  day 
of  December  13C5. 

Her 

Sarah  x  Prumfield 
Park 

F 1 ihu  T .  Jo hn son. 


c  p 


Winchester  Ind  box  177, 
S.  J.  ^rumfield  --  Foonstoro  Iowa. 


Dear  Pro  tire  r 

T  notice,  in  your  last  letter  to  Perth  a  Jane  (Came  to 
hand  yesterday)  that  you  safd  nothing  about  the  land  be  ‘ng 
appraised.  I  expect  that  you  have  not  heard  that  it  is 

appraised.  m  mot  a  letter  last  we  ok  from  Abbott  informing  me 

that  the  land  v?s  appraised  by  Shlrelv  Larkin  Thornburg  and 
Feorge  ^urke+t  the  three  east  eighties  appraised  at  $.?  per 
acre  and  the  west  or*  at  312  per  acre  ,Tov-  you  make  choice  of 
h ov  much  *-rou  want  and  T  will  n  xe  you  a  deed (7 )  to  it  ai  one 

fu-at  [s  'if  the  court  confirms  it.  Abbott  thinks 
nfirm  the  appraisement  You  will  be  required 

mortgage  on  the  land 


appra i.sment  .  -  i- 
the  court  will  c 


t 

V- 


give  one  r,°ar  notes  with  securt 
th  in t eras +  . 


it- 


men 


out  of  th  ’  t 
bctt-r  take  ....  ^  _ 
at  that  if  we  get 
the  closest  calcula" 


/l/ 

is  sold  yo”  can  take  your  shar 


b 


lance  vou  will  have  to  have 


ion  nao 


acres 

no  ’’’ore  nia., 
i  on  T  c  an 


rl  v.  l 
vo 


?  dollars  T  think  it  is  cheap 
the  appra isment'  your  share 


e  will 


V , 


out  lour  au Dared 


f  so 


‘t  would  be  best  for  you  to  give  a  four  hundred  Dollar 
note  ±x  for  that  to  bit4',  against  against  your  share  of  the 
5  60  Fote  ”ou  might  rive  12  or  lp  months  after  date(  T  co  not 


k  n  o’”  \ 
about 
m  on  ~  y 
your  i 


hicb  y«t) 

or  pay 

that 

but  T  am 

to  pav  Ab 

bott  on 

u-  ( 560') 

will  bel 

Id  v  a  it  w 
;  hers 

■1th  you 

TV  e  o 

m?  all  w 

•  -  to  sell  th r- 


as  you  pleas 


o+her 


.0 


(or  a  mart) 
course  you  no  that 

_  i’ 

~lon~  to  the  rcst  of  the  heirs  and  some 
Fartha  -Tane  is  unsettled  yet  about 


*et 


the  expence 
x  the  : 


of 


/-V  -v> 


brother 


S(trother)  Prunfield 


— 


. 


s,  i;  >  ■ 

h- 

•> 


Fear  Sreeh 


rHr 


Co  • 

anuary  23  IScC. 


’"'rumfield  Family  Letters  - 

c  g 

V  W  • 

■Respected  Fr rends : 

after  a  long  delay  of  tine  I  have  composed  my 
mind  to  answer  yonr  kind  letter  According  to  your  request  yon 
wished  me  to  v,rite  and  give  yon  the  particulars  so  I  will  try 
so  to  do  libs  property  had  t^  be  praised  and  she  have  her"' 
set  of  "  or  th<*  debts  would  come  on  her  and  take  what  she  had 
before  she  could  have  a  chance  to  pay  them  there  was  one  d*bt 
of  °  y  laid  in  before  the  praisement  I  will  give  you  a 
list  of  what  she  has  33  bushels  of  wheat  200  of  corn  six 
acres  of  wheat  in  the  ground  one  cow  one  calf  three 
s  boats  three  fatning  hogs  two  spring  colts  and  ner  house  noi 


furn  iture 


the  colts 


and  had  sola 


’{ l ram  had  bought  of  S ibb 
paid  for  one  lit  has  sold  one  for 

t’.e  oti=iyone  ^-ibbstook  back  lib  is  staying  at 
is  go  lug  'to  school  lib  is  coming  to  our  house  next  week 


cov/  an 
oth  - 


-oc  dollars  I 

the  chil^  ren 


$2  i 


+  o  stay  until  after  she 
r>  onth 


confined 


that  v.  ill 


■his  is  all  heart  breaking  but  we  must 


mme  time  next 


it 


p  at ience 


w  ith 


ear 

or  god  has  said  he  will  remember  the  widow  and  the 
orphan  liv  ■:ans  to  have  house  put  up  in  spring  so  she  can 
have  her  ch  ildrento  theirselves  she  '"ants  to  get  a  loon  and  learn 


■  *  .  -  —  *  — •  j-  v- .  : l  a*  i  m  <  j  w  w  ■*'  .  1.1  ouxv  i  an  vj  --  ~  v.  *zx  _L 

to  v/eave  an  "keep  her  childrenlvith  her  +hev  are  all  smart  *  - 

and  can  help  ‘her  a  great  deal  T  dont  know  whether  pap  will  tiiVe) 


her  any  a1: out  building  or  not  1  ibb  will  do  all 


ne  can  sue 


v  ant 
h  av  e 


-d 


U 


to  know  if  yon  ^ot  any  money  in  the  spring  if  she  could* 
,+  t  n  help  rais  the  ch  i  Id  ren  it  seemed  as  though  hiramjf 
id  of  his  death  he  told  lib  a  few  days  before  he  tohk 
s  ick  if  he  should  die  he  didnt  want  her  to  separate  the  little 
children  while  she  could  keen  them  toeathcr  it  seemed  to 


+  rouble  h  b^:o  think  she  had  to  be  sick  again  she  wants  your  advice 


she  sendfs  her  love  to  you  all  and  ; -other  Prumfield  I  believe 
T  have  told  you  all  as  well  as  T  can  as  this  leaves  us  all 
well  hoping  it  may  coma  safe  to  nan  finding  you  all  enjoying 
the  same  ble~s  in.g  please  write  scon 

Fancy  A.  Vandergrift 
rno 

Strother  lJrum 

1  ib  sa is  she  would  like  to  see  you  and  have  a  long  talk  once  more. 


urMirvo  ?  e Id  .  an d  f  am  L  ly 


Li- 

Dear 


brother: 


Albany  Fan.  25th  -  1366 


o: 


the  11  th 


ist  came  to  hand  in  due  time 
and  we  were  all  in  mood  health  and  the  same  at  present  except  Lib 
S(h)e  went  to  Co  id  ova  with  a  sleighing  party  and  got  some 
cobwebs  in  her  throat  and  ^randv  is  so  very  high  irf  price  that  w-e 
been  able  to  raise  "  ‘  ‘ 


have  not 
at  L'ons 


i  irh  and 


the  wind  to  get  theetaut.  Sarah  is  llvin 
....  .  mptous  style  So  much  soA  that  I  fear 

t  hat  she  v-  ill  d  ‘sown  usjas  her  parents  and  pe 
by  adoption  ^ut  we  intend  to  get  up  a  sura 


chance  lose  her 
ptous  dinner  and  j( 


Five  ner  an  invitation  and  also  the  Lady  that  she  lives  with 
Fhe  shcool 
c*  oma”hat 
we  I  "ve  iuc 
a  full  set 
'7ousefu 


1  !Tarm(L  ire)  is  becoming  somewhat  critical  ^u  is  leal  an< 
~  e 1 o rc  h  oil  yf .  nc  ■  having  visited  Sarah  and  returned  th  inks 
ike  the  lower  order  of  animals  She  found  that  we  need 


e  the  lower  order  of  animals  She  round 
of  silver  Fare  Piano  and  Falooian  the  ~ 
of  I  ‘nan  tsii’n'turs  such 


X  !  J 


a  Secretary  a  Library  a 
me 


cn  ronnera  and  a  little  a  lie 


a 

in  operation  so  ”ou  w^n  Know  o.iat  we  are  very,  much  independent 
F  -  'nds^endeui-lv  ^opr,  .  4  tuft;-  clause 

be  true  Ft  ts  t#.e  uaso,  T^X^e  ca"::,os^y  JgTT’T^uF-.  .a 


we  neea 

a  h 

"  -~us 

louse  xo  contain  them  and  Situation  for  it 
of  green t  ncK.  to  keep  me  Kachn  Lery 


■  i*o  + 
.ii  O 

3  ide 


V>  r*  *" 

.J  .A 


. 

.  . 


.  . 

. 
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7 


+  v1011£T  vi'p  f  ] attar  ourselves  that  we  will  Some  time  So  Soon  as 
re  can  raise  the  Vi  *nd  to  spare  if  not  Sooner  Tnere  is  not  much 
r^oinf?  here  this  winter  Correctlv  Speaking  not  anything  tut  hauling 
voor'  from  the  Tsland  ^he  winter  has  heen  moderate  thus  far  and 
ve  here  th^re  will  not  he  any  very  Severe  colei  weather  for  the 
"Remainder  of  the  Season  T  ^  getting  the  fever  and  Fary  has  it  by 
Spells  hut  is  not  the  Spotted  Fever  tut  it  is  the  moving  kind  t 

do  not  know  how  severe  it  may  come  on  hut  T  expect  something 
severe  enough  to  start  us  -The  Sleighing  has  heen  fine  for  two 
weeks  past  and  Citizens  here  are  having  a  fine  time  attending 
Sleighing  parties  nances  pc  which  occur  every  night  They  appear 


to  he  some  weary  of  the  fun 

There  are  preparations  making  for  Some  improvement  in  the  coming 
Spason  There  are  to  he  two  large  n-pick  Store  houses  to  he 
commenced  soon  besides  Some  dwellings  of  less  importance  and 
likely  more  t  have  not  done  more  than  fifty  dollars  worth  of 
work  since  November  Lots  are  held  as  high  as  three  huhdred 
dollars  and  hard  to  get  There  is  at  least  half  of  them  that  the 
m  -‘tie  is  not  good  heirs  property  or  sold  for  taxes  or  is  held  by 
married  women 


Feb  *th  1P66 

T  thought  von  had  this  letter  before  this  time  Perhaps  Fary 
thought  if  she  kept  it  a  short  time  T  would  send  my  brains 
So  it  is  T  guess  von  will  think  To  Clinton  Fary  sends  her 
love  to  Clinton  for  the  Ring  and  hopesjto  see  you  some  time 
IVhenthe  looks  at  your  picture  her  desires  to  see  you  is  increased 
and  now  long  it  will  he  Fary 


Q  r 


Adel  Tov:a  Sept  1st  1866. 


S(arah)  L^ontse)  Brumfield 
Winchester  Tnd 

Saturday  3  Oc lk  P.M.  Dear  Wife  T  arrived  here  a  few 

moments  aga  on  the  s'  age  coach  eat  my  dinner  and  am  nov;  in 
George  Perkins  Office  ~  talked  with  the  ^udge  a  few  minutes  now 
writing  to  you  while  the  Judge  is  busy  with  some  other  persons 
I  was  detained  at  Anderson  7  hours  and  at  Chicago  13  hours  then 
when  T  got  within  some  13  miles  of  Forrison  .  T  was  detained  again 
some  10  or  12  hours  and  saw  a  worse  smash  up  than  we  saw  when 
you  was  hurt  hut  not  as  many  lives  lost  only  one  lost  I 
got  +  o  Joseph’s  Thursday  1  oclk  P  F  walked  from  Fulton  to  JG€^> 
they  were  well  Joccame  out  here  w Lth  me.,  we  started  about 
1  oclk  next  morning  Cliff/went  across/the  river  with  us  .and  we 
landed  above  a  slew  and  j  ana  T  had  to  wade  the  slew'  Cliff  had 
started  hack  .  hut  however  we  got  to  Chamanch  Station  in  good 

time  ^  T  got  offfit  (Revaa  d  ?)  - - went  to  Des  Feins  by  Stage 

the(n)  on  to  Adel  vhere  t  am  km  t  am  well  as  common  hope  these 
few  lines  mey  find  you  all  well  Judge  Perkins  Says  Thornburg 
cannot-  do  anything  not  time  to  write  muen  more  T  in  good 
Spirrits  about  the  matter  T  will  or  can  tell  next  week  more 
rbout  it  S~  if  r  have  to  stay  vary  long  T  will  write  agarin  it 
ha  drained  every  day  since  T  started 

•  a  ‘  Remaiok'our  affectionate  husband  S.Prumfield 
T  will  go  up  to  John  Sylvesters  this  evening 
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Albany  Tll.,  Oct  10th  1866 


65. 


T)e>nr  T1ncle  an^  Aunt  T  thought  T  would  pen  you  a  line  or  two 

Tf  T  could  have  had  the  Altar. v  Journal  this  morning  r  would 
p- xvo  vm!  all  the  information  you  would  wish. for  the  next  six 
months  to  core  The  Carpenters  are  busy  and  the  blacksmiths  and 
the  butchers  and  pusy  Fodys  too  for  there  was  two  weddings  in 
town  and  T.ibb  was  not  either  onejof  the  brides  Foo  hoo  how  bad 

<-he  feels  and  one  of  the  bride  grooms  was  fcxkfe  Lides  old  beau 

'pnck  ~  Father  is  out  in  the  country  at  work  ne  has  work  that 
wi]l  keep  hi^  busy  for  three  weeks  .  we  are  gett  ing  ready  to 
start  for  Towa  within  a  month  t  am  going  to  work  out  tv:o  weeks 
longer  and  then  T  am.  coming  hometo  help  pick  up  our  duds  I  wish 
v' e  could  one  and  all  pick  up  a  bundle  say  that  is  all  and  then 
v/ hen  we  arrived  at  our  destination  we  would  find  our  house  all 
furnished  wouldnt  we  have  a  grand  time  moving  there  is  no 
fuss  i’imoveing  bell  where  do  you  think  T  have  beoujfor  the  last 
fifteen  minutes  veil  s'r  mam  T  have  been  watching  the  deckhands 

carrv*nm  sacks  groin  on  the  steam  boat  that  has  justjlanded 

^  <5  near  as  T  can  guess  there  must  have  been  2  CCC  bushels 
vrr  rarcy  said  he  could  have  loaded  10  cases  last  week  but  he  could 
not  g°t  but  four  to  load. 

Sunday  Fven  ing 

And  here  T  am  trying  to  finish  this  letter  that  T  commenced  last 
week  father  came  horn®  last  eve  and  informed  us  that  it  was  his 
Intentions  if  possible  to  start  for  T0wa  within  three  weeks  at  the 
farthest.  T  shall  be  glad  when  we  are  there.  Sarah  and  v'rs  Lead  are 
t  a Ik  in m  of  starting  of  starting  a  Dress  Lakers  shop  in  Poonsboro 
Sarah  has  all  she  can^o  here  T  cant  think  of  any  thing  more  to 
write  that  would  interest  you  only  that  Sarah  has  got  a  beau  and 
Lide  had  the  colerv  thre  elites  in  one  day  tell  Aunt  Jane  that  I 
goinm  to  write  her  a  Ions  letter  before  long  give  my  love  to 
Grandma  and  kisshll  the  Chiidrenfor  me  and  did  your  cookies  last 
untill  you  got  home  Ky  love  to  all  and  Sally  Smith  in  the 
hargin  Good  Dv 

Lib. 

PS  Vou  will  hear  fro~|ns  again  soon. 

cm  poonsboro  Towa  Oct  14 th  1866. 

«  •  • 

Fear  prother  we  reed  your  letter  about  one  week  ago  and  was 
£*lad  to  h^ar  that  you  were  wellhnd  had.  arrives  Safelwjat  home 
v  e  are  all  well  as  common  and  hope  these  few  lines  find  you  tne 
o)qire  v-ell  Strothe  T  have  made  the  acquaintance  of  two  more  new 
cousins  Since  vou  v-ere  here  They  were  Talman  Prumfield  and  I'rs  i&f 
f(etner  his  s  ister(Childrenof  'Villiam  Tallman  Prumf  ield (bro  to  Jesse) 
and  his  second  wife  Rachel  Peters.  Lary  Jane  Pmmfield  m. 

Fll  Xetner)  and  his  Sister  they  Com»  to  See  Franklins  and  of 
course  they  mm  on  me  they  v.ere  at  our  house  part  of  the  tine 
they  went  home  last  wedrmsdav  to  Oakaloosa  they  came  on^  the  . 

C ars^  to  Pesmoin®  ’  and  from  there  by  stage  well  i  quit  working 
at  the  river  yesterday  and  intend  to  work  in  the  shop  here  where 
T  am  in  hopes  t  con  make  a  little  more  besides  being  close  to 
home  Purgetts  ,,rere  over  one  day  last  week  but  as  T  was  not  at 
hom*  T  didnt  get  to  See  them  they  eat  dinner  here  they  Said  thatfe 
Lee  Thornburg  told  them  that  Somebody  had  cut  a  couple  of  good  (it 
off  of  him  and  he  intends  to  make  them  pay  for  them  pc  they  have 
all  been  sick  Joe  has  beeopery  sick  this  is  all  that  T  have 
h^ard  from  there  since  vou  was  here  T  havent  heard  from  Joe  since 
you  and  him  left  here  fur  County  has  mono  republican  170 
ma.jorltv  the  democrats  have  had  a  majority  heretofore  the 
Cars  run  nerelv  100  miles  west  of  this  they  lay  nerely 
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orio  mile  p^r  ^ay  So  they  will  soon  he  to  toe  V.  issouri  r‘.ver|their 
s tonp ins  point  we  havqhad  ver;  nice  weather  for  several  weeks 
nast  *  while  von  had  such  heavy  rains  ve  had  had  weather  bnt 
not  enough  to  raise  tn£eSo  much  as  to  keep  ns  from  crossing  on  the 
Damn  +  he  river  is  very  low  at  present  te'l  ttartha  Pane  that  t 
v:  on  Id  like  to  hear  from  her  for  she  owes  me  a  letter  v/rite  soon 


From  yonr  affectionate  brother 

S(Tanton)  J  Prumf ield . 


9  8 .  October  28th  66. 

Dear  brother  and  Sister  T  take  my  pen  in  hand  once  more  to 
write  von  a  fiew  lines  v7e  ar  all  well  except  "Elizabeth  She  is 
retting  some  better  so  she  can  oversee  tho  children  and  help  them 
do  their  work  a  very  rainy  and  disagreeable  fall  soffar  here, 
we  ha  ve  donjfnll  as  well  as  we  expected  with  our  mill  and  lumber  ' 
this  summer  we  have  300  lors  to  saw  vet  that  will  take  ns  3 
weeks  re  want  to  hanl  100  yet  this  fall  if  it  is  favorable  ve 
can  sell  all  the  lnmber  that  we  can  make  Sont o  ^end  is  improve  ing 
very  fast  there  has  been  abont  330  houses  pnt  np  there  th  is  ' 
year  that  will  add  1500  inhabitants  make  ing  it  a  city  of  9  COO 
inhabitants  propertv  in  the  ^end  has  more  than  donbled  in  valne 
in  the  last  2  yearswe  exoect  another  ra?l  road  to  Run  by  the  ^end -fe- 
thev  are  to  commence  rrad?nr  it  nex  spring  the  water  power  is  ****1 
allso  to  be  inprove  next  summer  and  more  mills  and  factarvs  bnilt 
the  prospect  for  building  next  season  ;s  bette  than  has  bin  this 
v  e  se"l  lumber  at  fcq  per  V  delivered  Oradnother  ^rock  talks  of  • 
coming  tack  and  bnving  a  honse  and  lot  in  the  Pendl/et  this  fall 
James  Rolcraft  has  ti^n  here  he  stayed  4  days*  he  says  that  he 
has  bin  in  California  all  the  time  since  he  went  away  he  said 
that  he  had  9630  ’.n  gold  with  dim  T  saw  9100  (of  Hit  he 
bought  about  350  worth  for  the  children  -.hen  he  left  he  said 
he  intended  to  go  where  land  was  cheap  and  lay  out  his  g^ld  in 
land  for  the  ch  ilr.ren ( TTote  J.  -folcraft  was  husband  to  Sarah  Patience 
Brumfield--  >he  children  are  his  own, being  kept  by  ’,7m  Clenny) 
he  savs  that  he  has  not  dr  inked  any  or  vent  in  bad  company  for  six 
yearsjoasT  he  says  he  knows  that  he  has  done  wrong  and  talks 
treasonable  -and  makes  manv  fair  promises  and  assertions  he  seamed 
to  beproud  of  his  children  and  told  them  to  be  contented  for  they 

had  a  better  dome  thanhe  could  give  them  we  got  a  letter  from 

Docks  last  male  they  ver  well  we  navehuilt  a  lodgers  room  in 
Lakeville  this  fall  the  plasters  are  at  work  at  it  now  our 

room  cost  S7C0  it  has  to  be  furnished  yet 

Yours  as  ever  V/m  Clenny 

To  C(troth^r)  -rumfi^ld 

Winchester  Did 7  ana,  "Randolph  County 
bash  ingt  on  Towns  a  ip . 
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oo  Boonsboro  Tov.a  nec .  1  /  €G. 

<-  »  • 

Dear  borhter  we  received  vour  letter  a  fev;  days  ago  and  T  have 
Leon  wait 'rig  to  see  Jos  cooe  before  T  wrote  but  'r  have  waited 
■r-n  vain  so  far  we  ar^  all  well  as  common  and  hope  this  will 
f  In d '*'ou  enjoying  the  same  blessing  game  ot*  Franklins  children 
havp  the  measles  and  Penjamin  has  to  have  them  Amanda  has  been  v£ry 
sick  sho  Is  about  able  to  be  up  again  and  the  measles  are 
scattered  all  over  town  and  t  suppose  thev  will  visit  ns  before  long. 
Faranda  Jackson  stayed  at  our  house  a  few  nights  ago  he  appeared^ 
t  o  bo  verv  sorry  that  he  d  idnt  get  to  see  yon  when  you  was  here 
he  said  that  he  was  afraid  that  you  thought  that  he  was  taking 
sides  with  Lee  Thornburg  he  believes  lee  to  be  the  very  kind  of 
man  h<=  (leo)  he  says  that  Leo  has  no  idea  that  he  can  hold 

that  land  bux,  he  has  heard  them  Intimate  that  thev  Intend  to  make 
all  the  trouble  for  yon  that  they  can  and  that  they  intend  to 
have  the  case  tried  in  a  higher  Court  if  tney  loose  it  in  this  one 
he  says  that  "hornburg  has  given  people  over  t nere  to  understand 
that  he  himself  has  served  an  injunction  onthat  timber  and 
Faranda  dldnt  know  any  better  till  I  told  him  better  T  believe  that 
you  told  me  that  you  had  an  injunction  served  on  the  timber  and 
T  suppose  that  I  ee  ^homburg  had  noth  ing  to  do  about  xt  the  matter 
rf  t  ar-  tell  me  so  Faranda  lives  opposite  Puffalo  Drove 

on  Coon  river 

Thev  have  surveyed  a  rout  for  the  Desmoines  Valley  HR  between 
Co^n  R*ver  and  -caver  Creek  Cur  RR  will  be  finished  to  the 
Flssouri  by  New  year  Nawton  has  sold  out  to  the  other  three 
of  the  furniture  firm.  T  believe  that  T  wrote  to  you  that  T  am 
working  in  town  ago  in  I  have  b°en  making  tables  the  most  of 
the  time  I  can  and  do  make  2  tables  per  day  but  T  dont  quite 
average  that  veek  before  last  T  average^  that  many  per  day 
T  wrote  to  Alf  T:rolcroft  the  other  day  for  hinVo  send  me  them  tools 
v;  ood  is  $4  per  cord  butter  40  cts  flour  05  Pork  dressed  7  cts 

No  more  at  present  write  soon  yours 


100 


S(tanton)  j.  Brumfield. 
Poonsboro  Iowa  April  21/67 


Dear  Prother  ^  Sister 

TVe  received  your  letter  one  week  ago  and  was  rather  disappointed 
to  hear  von  are  not  coming  out  here  we  are  well  as  common 

hoping  that  this  will  find  yon  enjoying  the  same  blessing  I 
suppose  T  will  not  be  at  Adel  at  the  time  of  the  court  although 
T  would  like  to  be  T  will  give  reasons  in  the  next  letter  for 

not  going  r  am  a  little  afraid  that  everything  will  not  go  right 
there  even  if  r  was  there  T  suppose  you  ahve  read^that  we  have 

v erv  high  waters  here  and  you  may  knnw  believe  it  for  it  is  the 
truth  ihe  water  was  within  a  few  inches  of  being  as  high  as  it 
ever  was  known  before  yon  recollect  the  building  we  were  at  work 
at  the  river  it  had  ~ne  story  above  us  and  only  a  little  more 
thanjthe  comb  stood  above  water  the  current  was  on  this  side  of  h 
the  »river  so  the  mill  was  infet‘11  waterknd  consequently  remains 
standing  vhe  coal  banks  are  all  submerged  and  Irish  shan’t  led 
w a s h ° d  away  but  T  have  not  come  to  the  worst  yet  Several 
have  b°en  browned  and  others  nerelv  so  among  the  drowned 

Fddle  Franklin  Amandas  oldest  boy  Rascal. Franklin  tno  other 
m^r  an  4  Fjfdie  went  to  the  River  last  Tuesday  xo  tend  to  saving 
rnm0  of  the  ir  lumber  two  men  c^me  over  with  a  sc  1ft  to  cross 
th^m  over  TTascal  Franklin  and  Fddle  got  into  cross  x  irst  -and 
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nhenthev  got  in  the  swiftest  part  of  the  current 
„.Vch  rr.  on  thin  s^e  anon?  the  trees  they  were  dashed  against  a 
1^  11Dset  in  the  water  but  little  vaner  than  ice  water 


end  of  the  boat 
but 


ind  was  .just  out  of  reach 


ree  ana 

-?  n  the  forward 

tLorkq  he  was  a  good  sv: inner  but  the  current  was  so  strong 
n^runnin^d  »rectlv  to  +he  center  of  the  river  that  it  carried 
^[ri?ht  away  from  he^lp  Franklin  saw  hin  look  back  tut 

arpened  tn  have  good  judgement  enong  to  not  follow  him  leed  sure 
eath  to  both  of  them  he  sank  in  a  fev;  moments  to  rise  no  more 
r  Pascal  could  not  swim  tut  paddled  for  1  if  this  time  and  with 
ranklins  h^lp  ^ot  hold  of  a  tree  on  the  lower  side  where  he  could 
ot  hang  on  Ion?  on  account  of  being  so  numb  he  washed  off  and 
lmost  m  iracaulously  cangh  on  some  limbs  a  few  rocs  below  by 
his  t’me  boats  were  onjiand  and  one  of  them  got  Ilascal  out  in  time 
o  sm’p  his  (life)  while  two  others  that  came  to  the  rescue  were 
psat  and  their  crew  let  to  cling  to  tre°s  only  one  boat  left 
o  sav^  all  but  final lv  by  good  managemant  and  brave  men  they 
ere  all  saved  tut  Fd die  Franklin  was  in  3-\-  hours  but  managed 

o  crawl  above  he  was  nerelv  exhausted  when  rescued  having 
een  upset  twice  it  was  almost  a  meric le  that  no  one  was  drowned 
Poonsboro  was  considerably  excited  over  it  and  before  they  all 
ot  out  several  hundred  people  were  collected  on  either  side  of 
hc  river  Fddies  body  has  not  been  found  and  probably  never 
ill  be  a  man  was  drowned  at  the  rail  road  bridge  the  bridge 


s  safe 


the  water  is  fall in?  rapidly  the  rise  was  from 


eltin  snov;  we  have  hadpo  heavy  rains  v.e  have  some  garden 
lour  is  3°,  per  hubdred. 

No  more  but  write  soon 


Yous  ^c  S(tanton)  J.  Prumf  ield .  /  A 

( Note : )  (p-farehieKT  by  Info*  $ruM 

Pen, jamin  "rankli-nof  ^oonsboro  wap  of  the  family  of 
the  original  ^en.jamin  of  historical  fame 4  pen,jamirj  of  ^oonsboro 
had  married  (5-10-1349)  kEn~jsm:inxk:r?nsk'2:xx  Amanda 

Hunter  dt  of  '"’homas  Reece  TTunter  and  Abaya.il  Prumf  ield,  who  was 
a  sister  to  Jesse  ^mmfield  and  anfxxkxeVxxxx  to  Stanton  P-rumf  ield. 
Stanton  ^ru^fiej-d  rnr*ked  for  penj  .  pranklin  in  his  furniture  shop. 

Fdd i<=>  ^H^ryas  crovned  ^*-16-1367.  His  body  was  found 
three  weeks  later  and  he  is  buried  at  I. inwood  cemetery  at  Poone  (Jo 
Towa.  )  RCP  Fd^ie  Franklins  full  name  was  x!?2  Charles  Fdmond, 
b.  7-25-1354 ,  so  he  was  not  quite  13  years  old  v:hen  drowned) 


101 .  Albany  July  9th  /6  7 (or  4) 

Fear  Thiele 

Thinking  yon  would  be  alarmed  in  regard  to  what  Fart ha 
Jane  wrote  von  y°sterdav  about  the  money  v;h  icn  would  be  needless 
for  T  went  to  the  express  off  icejf/esterdav  and  got  it  T  wish 
yon  could  see  aunt  she  is  enjoying  herself  remarkably  well  and 
v e  derive  equally  as  much  pleasure  from  this  unexpected  visit 
T  was  out  in  the  country  when  she  came  T  got  the  word  and  got 
on  my  horse  rnd  was  not  Ion?  com in?  home  T  imagine  I  went  back  h 
t a°  next  morn  ;n<m  but  ?  have  come  in  to  stay  untill  she  starts 
home  we  are  all  going  over  the  river  this  afternoon  a  fishing 
T  was  no  to  Ivons  yesterday  and  had  my  teeth  filled  and  they 
are  rather  sore  this  morn  in? 

T'othcrond  "artha  -Tane  keep  up  such  a  (alob  ?  )  that  r  can  scarcely 
write  she  is  worrying  all  the  time  about  yon  folks  for  fear  some¬ 
thin?  win  haoo^n  while  she  is  gone 

rotherjis  calkin?  of  go  in?  out.  to  Chicago  with  her  but  T  tell 


— 
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her  to  wait  rnti.ll  fall  and  thenfro  onfto  Indiana  and  stay  oh  is 
V  ?n+er  and  take  Lida, Cliff  and  7 Irani  an 6  Lib  and  r  nave  nice 
places  that  we  could  stav  the  winter  r  am  going  to  take  Aunt  out 
to" Mr" Onicks  that  is  the  place  where  T  live  they  are  nice 

and  wealthy  people  farmers  also  Then  uncle  ivillian  was  here 
this  man  asked  (^0000)  for  his  farm  and  now  he  asks  (*>15  000) 
as  it  is  most  a  beautiful  place  "/ell  uncle  T  will  not  write  any 
more  this  morning  So  v:ith  love  to  Annt  Grandmother  cousins  and 
except  a  large  share  for  yourself 

vour  affectionate  niece 
Sarah  (M ills ) 

^02.  Oct  13  /  67 

Pear  uncle  and  Annt  T  take  the  tin£)to  let  you  know  that  we 

are  all  veil  but  Pell  She  hant  bin  Well  for  a  leong  time  i 
thought  that  you  had  forgot  that  you  had  for  gott  that  you  had 
a  Brother  or  if  he  had  left  any  orphan  Children  Have  you 
done  anything  about  the  land  Want  you  to  write  about  it  it  is 

very  cool  ,Jere  Know  we  are  getting  along  pretty  Well 
Wood  Patchier  got-  wed  yesterdav  xxx  &  aunty  and  Mrs  Vandegrift 
Want  you  to  tell  uncle  Jesse  to  write  and  tell  v nat  he  is  doing 
i  am  goung  to  the  post  Of ice  to  Pay 

vours  truly  Mary  J.  ^rumfield 
to  S.( troth er)  Brumfield. 


(  From  the  eldest  child  of  Hiram  Brumfield  and  Mary  F  Harper. 
She  was  b~rn  /.-?4-]P54.  )  RC-0 


1C  3. 


— LHl  . 

Montana (^xxx)  Pec.  ‘  6th  /67 


Pear  ^roth^r  T  have  been  waiting  for  material  to  make  a 

letter  or  f0r  von  for  some  time  past  and  have  got  a  little 
r  am  working  here  for  the  railroad  Co  at  S  3.00  pr  day  and  have 
been  since  the  8th  of  last  month  have  not  teen  home  since 
hut  hear  from  there  occasionally  Mary  and  Clifton  was  here  or 
rather  at  Stantons  last  week  and  all  were  in  good  health  Lib 
was  married  at  Stantons  last  Monday  night  and  left  the  next 
morning  for  her  hone  in  TLiinois  James  Holcraft  and  Addy 

left  here  16  minutes  since  for  Santa  Cruz  California  He  has 
b  e^n  attend  in0-  the  Supreme  Court  Says  he  thinks  mat 
Thornburg  fairly  beat' out  of  all  that  he  claimed  though  the 
Court  may  return  the  case  for  a  new  trial(the  decision  is  not 
yet  rendered)  he- says  that  Williamson  is  vorkin  hard  the 
Pleadings  which  was  oral  occupied  three  ^ays  and(nurse  ?)was 
fairly  wound  up  T  shall  write  vo"  as  s^on  as  T  hear  the 
desision  and  *  expect  that  Williamson  will  write  you  also 
think  +hat  if  there  is  a  new  trial  granted  Thornburg  will  not 
b®  permitted  to  swear  the  reseon  he  v:as  permitted  before  was 
because  of  the  '"rait.or  Abbott  and  Judge  Maxwell  bota  having 
conspired  against  us  to  get  that  which  does  not  belong  to  then 
Hoy  the  Lord  nev«r  forgive  me  if  _r  do  not  both  of  them  all  r  can 
'  shall  put  myself  to  some  trouble  to  attend  to  them  that 
P2C .00  has  to  come  back  in  some  shape  Tfpe  is  aonest  the  Pevil 
■?  s  *  voii  v  anted  me  to  go  to  Adel  and  se  about  the  taxes 
t^w ill  as  soon  as  T  can  but  Perkins  is  all  right  h®  has  been 

p-nrniring  about  the  ixxxxxxnxrtxrs  caracters  of  the  lowing 
rU-  to  "hornbjrgs  are 

Spurious  compared  with  me  ?enu  ..it,  -  . 
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Yon  look  around  andbe  careful  where  you  and  when  something  mean 
in  about  nil  that  is  left  for  them  be  on  you r  gaurc  for  T  bp  lieve 

v entrance  is  sworn  against  you  individually  T  have  heard  that  if 

they  have  to  leave  that  property  all  that  will  burn  must  burn 
Rails  and  houses  he  built  c-rt)-  16  x  26  -  12  ft  high  very  well 
done  T  think  that  he  will  try  to  move  it  but  T  will  try'  to 
t>  revent  it  as  he  has  cut  the  timber  to  build  it  under  an 
injunct  ?on 

T  aboard en)0  at  the  Rmpire  House  in  Fontana  X  have  heard  that  you 
thought  ^f  coming  here  T  do  not  know  that  it  necesearv  T(f) 

there  is  anything  that  T  could  do  let  me  know  Soon  as’  I  can^ 

shall  qo  to  Remo  in 

Direct  to  me  Fontana  Pew  a  if  you  write  immediately  if  not  to 
Alton 

Yours  J.*.  Fills. 

IQ/i .  State  of  Indiana/  ss< 

Randolph  County 


To  any  Constable  of  Rhite  River  Township  :  now  are  commanded 
to  summon  Strother  Brumfield  Fartha  J  Brumfield  Sarah  L.  Brumfield 
Jesse  Fills  ’Villiam  R  Coggshall  R.  Vandergrift  to  appear  before 
m  e  at  my  office  in  said  Township  on  the  22th  day  of  April  1267 

at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  to  answer  interrogations  in  behalf  of 

the  defendant  in  a  complaint  wherein  Levi  Thornburg  is  plaintiff 
and  Strother  ^mmfield  and  Jesse  Brumfield  Executors  of  the  estate  . 
of  Jesse  Brumfield  d  ecd.are  defendant;  and  return  then  and  there 
this  writ. 

Witness  my  hand  and  Notorial  Seal  this  20th  day  of  April  1867,. 

Fart in  P.  Filler,  Notary  Public. 

X 

105,  Res  Koines  Towa  Nov.  4th  1867. 

Strother  ^runfield,  Winchester  Tnd., 

Rear  Sir: 

T  attended  the  last  Dallas  Court  and  succeed  in  getting 
your  case  up  by  having  it  at  night  after  Court  adjourned  as  T  found 
it  would  not  be  reached  on  regular  corce  of  the  Dockett  It  was 

finally  submitted  and  the  Judge  of  the  Case  V - ?  with  me  ? 

<°r  decide  in  vacation  He  has  decided  it  against  yo1-  contrary 
to  lav;  as  well  as  the  evidence  I  have  not  a  particle  of  doubt 
but  that  you  will  gain  the  case  in  the  Supreme  Court  The  District 
Judge  is  a  weak  Pro  you  are  a  non  resident  and  Thornburg  is  a 

voter  in  th|sfi|  County  T  have  taken  steps  to  carry  the  Case  to 

the  Supreme  Court  which  meets  in  December  when  it  will  no  doubt 
be  determined  The  District  Court  gives  you  %  50  per  acre 

f  or  the  land  v  ith  6  per  - ? 

^h^  exp°ns^  v  ill  be  considerable  in  taking  up  the  Record  as  it  is 
quite  extens ive  an'5  x  am  not  advised  what  it  will  be  T  have 
v.rittento  Perkins  to  ascertain  the  Clerks  costs  T  t  will 
probably  be  as  much  as  S  20  which  you  must  send  me  right  away 
^he  docket t  fe°  in  the  Supreme  Court  is  08  Had  T  any  doubt 

about  the  case  T  would  not  advise  an  aopeal  but  X  can  se°  no 
chance  atjall  far  mhomburg  under  the  law-  and  the  evidence  I 
v  ill  send  vou  a  copv  of  th®  Judges  .on  in  ion  welch  win  satisfy 
yo11  that  he  wanted  to  find  for  Thornburg  Yours  pc . 

J.  VI.  Williamson 
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^06.  A  fragment  of  a  letter  fro  J.~'.  M'lls  No  e 

T  had  to  fret  this  to  close  on.  Bovs  be  of  good  cheer  there  is 

a  good  time  com  inf?  by®  and  bye  Oirls  Annt  Mary  has  mnch  to  sav 

abort  von  and  world  be  glad  to  see  yon  and  we  world  to  see  yon  all 
and  It  seems  if  we  shorld.  spend  3100  to  come  world  be  behind  a 
lone"  time  if  v/e  live  *-  have  fair  lrck  v;e  rnnst  try  and  see  you 

iaa  corple  of  vears  with  love  respects  and  hi?rh  regards 
J.B.  &  Mary  Mills  Saturday  finds  172  lbs  of  JEM 


107. 

C  A  fragment  of  a  letter  fro^  J  E  Mills) 

T  do  not  know  v/here  Stacy  Rainiers  directory 


?a  S+  Q?.LLM*r  r/i 

A Iu4ny  1  s' • 


is  at. 


Vie  have  received  a  letter  from  Stanton  since  last  T  wrote  to  yon 
Tt  contained  nothing  of  interest  except  that  fhey  was  enjoying 
crood  health.  Clifton  received  a  letter  from  Sarah  Jane  Branson 
yesterday  She  says  they  are  all  well  but  finally  concluded 
by  saying  That  Pa  cut  his  knee  and  Ma  has  a  pain  injher  Breast 
mhe^e  a r®  some  here  making  preparations  to  go  to  Montana  are  offn 
offering  Seventy  five  to  One  hundred  dollars  a  month  for  feamsters 
to  go  and  return  half  cash  in  advance 

Tais  is  a  very  i  ine  cay  The  Presbyterian  Church  has  just 
broke  and  t  see  tf  n  dividing  off  in  couplets  you  see  T  did  not 
attend  I  canjs it  here  and  see  them  all  dressed  to  within  an 
inch  of  their  ‘lives  I  will  giwe  you  the  prices  of  living  here 
Whekt  50  cts  to  a  31.00  according  to  quality  Oats  15  cts 
Corn  injr.ne  ear  90  cts  shelled  23  Pork  3  9.00  per  cwt  Beef 
per  qr  fore  27  Hind  8  Cut  from  1  to  124-  Coffee  common  Rio 
35  Sugar  fair  crown  20  White  28  Cheese  25  Putter  25  eggs  30 

Thousand  legged  sleds  (?)  35.00  to  38.00  Tf  I  forget  any  thing 
you  want  to  knovjelease  send  me  word 

2pth.  rhere  are  three  trains  a  dayon  our  Rail  Road  one  at 
n  Cclock  AM  one  at  noon  and  one  7  PM.  going  east  To  morrow  fhey 
connect  w  it  a  vie  Reck  island  Road  at  Port  Fyron  There  are  tv  o 
Dry  hoods  and  -rosery  Stcres^hree  grocery  and  Provision  Stores 
Tv. o  drug  stores  and  one  Hardware  and  one  steam  sash  ,  door  ,  and 
$lind  Factory  end  a  plane ing  Mill  The  saw  mill  near  our  house 
has  been  torn  down  and  rebuilt  on  a  larger  scale  Will  be  finished 
early  in  the  spring  There  are  also  two  blacksmiths  and  a  clever 
sprinkling  of  shoemakers  one  lawyer  and  notarv  Public  and  two 
MBs  and  two  fellers  with  one  team  keep ing  Livery  and  O-fd  Plow 
keeping  Ragle  (Hotel)  -'and  one  Millner  and  some  loafers  not  sc  many 
as  f  have  saw  herehs  ^oard. ins'  is  35.00  to  37.00  per  week  and  cash 
at  that  they  are  obliged  to  do  someth  ig  for  a  living  besides 
their  lazy  trace  There  is  one  butcher  that  sells  Peef  at  7  cts 
per  lb  to  12-t  Mr  Buckingham  fell  on  the  ice  yesterday  and 
dislocated  his  Hip  a  serious  thin®*  for  the  old  man 
T  believe  that  our  discharges  fro'1'1  the  army  are  becoming  likely  to 
b ea valuable  thing  T  could  havejhad  ~  3150  for  mine  when  2  received  Y 
them  but  T  said  Mo  T  nearly  dead  from  being  so  closely 
confined  T  must  so  somewhere  T  cant  stay  here  We  are  all  well 
™-rite  soon  Our  best  respects  to  all  and  hope  to  hear  of  your 
s^od  health  soon 

J . P .  and  Mary  M Ills. 


, 
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72. 


10° 


Dear  brother  we  received  vonr  letter  a  couple  weeks  ago 
and  as  T  had  no  news  to  write  T  defered  answering  it  until 
now  we  are  all  in  g~od  health  hoping  these  few  lines  will 

f in^  von  enjoy  in a  the  same  blessing  Jim  Holcroft  and  Adda  were 
herehast  ^hursday^n^  Adda  is  coming  in  a  few  days  to  stay  a  week 
Jim  says  he  is  going  to  stay  in  Tow  a  till  next  Spring  and  then  he 
is  going  back  to  Californ/a  and  will  take  Adda  along  Jim  wrote 
to  me  last  Spring  and  T  though  if  t  would  not  answer  his  letter 
that  he  would  not  show  h  ins  elf  to  me  but  it  done  no  good  I 

dont  think  any  mor^  of  him  than  the  meanest  man  in  the  TT.S.  and 
Adda  is  in  a  fair  wav  for  making  toe  saTye  kind  of  woman  that 
he  is  a  nan  we  cant  exoect  anything  better  of  her  if  he  keeps  hrr 

w  ith  hi  "(and  drags  her  around  over  the  Country  Jurgett  was  here 
1  as  jt  Wednesday  night  He  says  that  your  case  was  left  with  the  Jt* 
Judges  and  they  will  bring  in  a  decision  next  Court  which  I 
believe  is  next  month  He  says  that  every  (one)  ever  there 
expects  that  Le°  will  era  in  it  and  Lee  is  confident  of  himself 
Lee  has  the  old  field  on  the  side  in  c\f\n  and  isjgett  ing  up  lumber 
to  build  a  house  this  fall  and  is  talking  of  selling  some  of  the 
land  ^urgett  asks  82  d  per  acre  for  his  farm 

We  have  bought  a  first  rate  cow  since  T  wrote  to  you  last  for  which 
w e  paid  850  we  have  a  good  garden  ve  sold  $7  or  $8  worth  of 
Onions  A  beets  and  have  an  abundance  left  Hascal  and  Franklin 
have  got  a  steam  engine  so  the  river  can  keep  up  if  it  wants  to 
T-T o  more  aljpresent  but  remain  your  affectionate  brother 
*  S(tanton  )  J.  Fnimfi eld 


10? 


Winchester  Tnd 


Jan  1st  1868 


J.n.  Pills,  Fontana  Tova. 

(happy  Few  voar)  Pear  brother 

T  received  ■'’■our  letter  yesterd a-'y  morning  1-  was  a  welcom  visiter 
for  it  releiv^d  rrr  min^  same  T  was  pretty  certain  that  we  could 
have  something  cone  when  that  case  vent  to  the  Supreme  Court 
T  ag/certain  that  we  can  gain  that  case  if  there  is  justice  done  us 
All  the  lawyers  here  at  Winchester  say  that  it  is  this  one  of  the 
s trangest  th  ngs  that  they  ever  heard  of  T  feel  confident  that 
Williamson  an^  Parkins  will  will(do)  "'heir  best  the  last  letter 
T  got  from  Perk 'ns  he  stated  that  he  w^uld  do  the  best  he  could  foi 
me  T  am  in  Winchester  working  at  Kill  writing  and  have  been 

since  the  At h  of  last  the  Heaston  boys  are  building  a  new 
flowring  LPill  I  expect  to  work  here  all  winter  T  have  a 

man  living  on  my  farmphat  does  my  work  T  have  him 
hired  by  the  year  since  the  l-^th  of  Aug.  last  so  that  T  have 


better  chance  than  conmonjto  be  away  from  home 

1  -n  1  1  •  11*1  ^ 


my  folks  do  not  know  yet  that  T  have  a  letter  fro"-  you  I  look  for 
a  letter  this  weak  from  hilliamson  'r  heard  from  one  of  my 
neighbors  that  it  is  going  the  rounds  down  in  our  settlement  that 
T  do  not  go  to  Towa  any  more  for  if  T  did  T  would  be  taken  up  and 
s  ent  to  the  Penetenc  iary  for  tv:o  years  on  the  account  of  that  land 
matter  or  lawsuit7”  am  not  the  least  alarmed  about  it  ‘r  have  done 
n  o  th  in  *  that  r  am  asheraed  of  T  knoT'  one  thing  T  never  sold 
anv  land  to  I.  Thornburg  T  am  well  satis 


t  ief? pr?  of  that  fact  T  know 


a  no 


m 


thorjt 


bins'  that  T  never  will  consent  to 


one 


of 


the 


? ost  coutemt ible  outrages (^on  ^rovm  says  he  ever  heard  of. 


want  vou  to  keen  me  posted  as  veil  as  you  can  fro 


'homburg  desreves  the  Pent  ent  iary 


l  J- 


any  man  does. 


m|t  ime 


to  time 


■ 

■ 
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v nn  v°tch  h ’ m  close  Since  T  wrote  von  l^.st  _  Sot  le  ^  ,er  1  rcn 

P,rk  S  s^n  in^e  the  amount  of  tax  it  is  704. CO  a. little  high 
t  fhlnic  but  however  t  will  send  ty  the  last  of  this  month  the 
~ mount  to  Erkins 'if  -  can  pet  it.  -t  is  a  pretty  hard  month  to 
ppt  -oney/  all  the  way  t  hove  nov:  to  Pet  is  to  work  for  it  as  T 
arfoov;  working  for  T  raised  nothin"  to  sell  this  summer  and  am 
hen^nd  already  some  cut  Jess  and  c  will  tip/  to  carry  that 

t  hing  through  T  am  hound  Vnot  to  he  heat  by  such  rascals  as  theve 
are  although  it  is  orettv  hard  on  me  and  has  teen  for  several 
years  t  hove  no  more  at  this  time  trite  soop^gain 

vours  as  ever  S(trother)  Prumfield 
who  did  Ida  marry  and  v.’hat  does  he  follow 

I  think  in  the  wind  up  it  will  get  Thornburg  in  a  dangerous  place 

nut  him _ wav  for  the  Penetentiary  where  he  ought  to  have  been 

long  ago. 


110. 


vob.  Pth  1°C° 

Spring  Valley  Township 
Dallas  County  Iowa 
Hr  S.  Prumfield  Sir. 

T  have  be^n  vait^ng  for  an  answer  from  yon  for  more  than  a  month 
and  it  has  not  come  yet  and  T  shall  leave  this  open  until  tomorrow 
whenT  shall  he  at  the  most  office  ’.Veil  vhenT  come  to/  think 
T(cound  ?)  t  wrote  to  vpu  from  Hontana  a  month  since  and  t  have 
also  written  to  Williamsonjind  do  not  hear  from  that  suit  but  by 
report  of  those  that  would  be  glad  to  hear  of  our  defeat  Yesterday 
T  heard  that  Thornburg  7; as  beat  This  evening  He  has  come  from 

Desmoines  - says  that  in  the  Supreme  Court  the  Judgement  w  as  • 

s  et  ^ aside  .and  an  order  was  granted  for  a  new  trial  but  I  do  not 
beliebe  him  T  think  that  he  has  a  dishonest  motive  in  view  thn 
v? gather  is  and  has  been  very  cold  so  that  T  could  not  go  to 
Desmoines  and  it  would  cost  me  about  five  dollars  a  trip  and 
t n^v  (the  dollars)  are  very  scarce  If  the  .judgement  is  in  our 
favor  T  can  only  stand  end  see  them  haul  Hails  ‘or  timber  or  lumber 
or  Houses  off  the  land  a  very  poor  consolation  Jo  gets  his 
f ire  wood  and  cuts  anv  timber  he  pleases  T  cannot  say  a  word, 
and  if  they  choose  thev  may  say  to  me  get  off  those  premises 
all  that  T  can  d^  -15  to  goLe  has  borrow'd  some  rails  from  Mrs 
Potts  Suppose  he  commences  to  haul  her  rails  to  her  and  does  not 

stop  until  ne  gets  all  of  the  place  and  r  report  to  you  and  what 
c  an  you  do  Sue  a  beggar  and  catch  a  louse'  I  have  written  all 
t  nose  things  to  ’-V  ill  lams  on  and  do  not  hear  a  word  Has  th<*  h«irs 
signed  an  order  to  Sell  this  land  or  not  What  must  t  do  let~me^ 
knov[/e  are  all  in  reasonable  health  Trite  immediately 


Yours  Pc  J  23.  Hills. 


Lark  your  letters  thus  X  over  my  none  on  the  envelope 
as  there  are  many  Hills  here  and  t  v  in  notify  the  P.H.  here  of  it 


t  o  av o id  m i c take  s 
nen  Connel  is  here  at 

111. 


’homburgs  at  present. 


Desmoines  Towa 
Vebv  17th  1808, 


Strother  nrumfield 

Dear  Sir  In  the  matter  of  Thornburg  I  will 
say  that  in  the  dec  Is ionof  the  Supreme  Court  Thornburg  is  a  mere 
tresspasser  upon  the  land  .  ue  cannot  recover  for  an^r  improvements 
h°  me  v  havpjmade  upon  the  land  .  In  order  for  himto  recover  he 
would  ha-To  to  do  it  as  an  occupying  claimant  and  would  have  . 

"show  color? ,,  of  tilld?  which  he  cannot  do.  The  only 

(ti-fle  v 


— 


' 
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question  nov;  to  be  tried  is  the  right  of  the  Heirs  to  possession. 
t>ip  Pn+eote  Pr  deeds  of  Tesswe  Brumfield  deceased  is  all  in 
pv?<’mc»  pxceat  proof  of  heirship.  That  will  be  necessary- 
T  would  "adv ? co  ton  to  commence  at  once  a  suitfto  recover 

the  valne  of  the  rents  profits  and  for 
timber  *rc  in  the  name  of  the  heirs, 
been  crossed  ont.) 

yon  nov: ever  that  yon  avoid  the  great  expense 


possession  and  for 
damages  in  cutting 
(The  part  b e  1  ow  ha s 
I  won  Id  suggest  to 


attending  litigation  and  it  would  be  better  to  have  something 
by  way  of  compromise  than  to  enter  into  litigation  you  can 
judge  af  this  however  for  yourself. 


Yours  &  c 


W.1V.  ?*  orris  on. 


112. 


Spring  t'alley  Iowa 
Larch  26th  1268. 


Hr  S  .  Pmmfield: 

t  o,ee  by  the  Winchester  .Journal  that  our  much 
{esteemed  friend  S  rromfield  has  returned  from  Iowa  to  his  home 
where  he  ga:ned  a  lav:  victory  having  the  right  side  <j f  the  case 
We  ar‘r  in  reasonable  health  at  present  T  have  not  ceento  Adel  *=£• 
yet  but  sent  a  letter  to  Pesmoins  have  not  reed  an  answer  yet 
T  thought  T  would  go  to  Adel  this  week  but  the  weather  has  changed 
very  bad  after  a  few  fine  days  T  have  succeeded  in  just  beginning 
to  find  out  who  does  knov(any\th ing  about  our  business  I  accident¬ 
ally  at  a  House  Loving  and  found  a  new  man  an-*1  rather  forced  two 
more  names  out  of  Keller  all  have  made  rails  on  the  land  for 
since  tae  service  of  the  injunction  Tneir  names  are  As bury 
H ouch  in  Clarence  and  John  r?ennett  T  now  conclude  to  summon 
Davi^  T-Tastie  and  Andrew  Keller  to  prove  the  value  of  the  use  of 
the  premises  T  have  been  going  around  about  tv.o  Weeks  and  I 

think  George  Finn  p- - Purdeck  knows  something  and  in  fact 

more  than  any  other  person  about  taking-Finn  and  T  believe  he  will 
absent  himself  x  would  like  to  bake  another  round  before  T 
return  those  names  T  hope  t^  hear  from  Williamson  tomorrow  and 
v:  ill  leave  this  space. 

T  have  not  heard  from  Stanton  We  received  a  letter  from  Lib. 

They  are  surrounded  by  water  3  feet  deep  nearest  land  above 
water  one  mile  they  got  their  stock  on  the  hay  stacks  The 
cause  of  the  water  rising  was  a  gorge  of  ice  in  the  Rock  River 
which  threw  great  fields  of  ice  in  the  Gat  Tail  Bottom  3  miles 
v  ide  Fain  and  his  two  Brothers  lost  considerable  how  much  not 
known  on  the  11  th  inst  the  water  was  receding  T  thought  to  g&t 
a  few  days  work  at  the  saw  mill  but  it  has  failed  to  go  after 
setting  the  Engine  an  Fly  wheel  taev  failed  to  get  water  and  has 
moved  the  machinery  -i  mile  farther  off  mhrep  days  more  will 
f  inish  our  fence  around  shs  ten  acres  of  la^/j  then  T  must  find 
some  work  or  quit  Boarding  at  home  I  cannot*1  anyth  ing  to  eat 
w  ithout  the  cash  There  is  not  any  chance  to  get  To  off  the 
land  that  T  see  but  to  sue  him  off  This  is  all  'r  think  of 
a  t  present 

v ours  Truly  T.1-5.  Fills. 


— 


— 


;  T»  ..  i 
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Boonsboro  Towa, 
April  22nd  1868. 


pear  brother  and  Sister 

t  take  this  present  opportunity  to  inform 
yon  that  we  are  all  well  as  common  and  hope  this  will  find  yon 

eniovinr  the  same  blessing  T  rot  a  letter  from  Joe  this 
morning  (in  answer  to  one  T  wrote 'to  him  some  time  ago)  telling 
^ie  to  come  to  his  hoose  next  Sunday  for  Court  Commenced  the  next 
day  the  letter  was  dated  16th  it  too  surprised  me  for  you 
told  me  that  Court  Commenced  the  4tn  mondav  in  April  and  that  is 
n  ^xt  mondav  ^n^  T  was  concluding  to  go  over  there  next  Saturday 
T  talked  wit a  the  County  Judge  about  it  after  T  got  the  letter 
and  he  said  that  Court  commenced  at  Adel  the  4th  moncay  after  the 
^th  nonday  in  Parch  v.'h  ich  fetches  it  the  3rd  monday  in  April 
it  takes  a  letter  as  Ion'7  to  come  from  Buffalo  grove  to  Boonstoro 
as  it  does  from  ’.Yin Chester  to  Foonsboro  Joe  says  they  have  lo&t 
both  of  their  cows  by  accident  Foonsboro  is  commencing  to  build 
again  quite  rapidly  several  brick  blocks  are  to  be  put  up  around 
the  public  Square  this  summer  the  County  paper  says  all  kinds  of 
business  30  per  cent  better  than  it  v/as  this  time  last  year 
n°xt  t ime  you  come  here  you  can  ride  from  the  Depot  to  the  Court 
House  on  a  Street  Car 

The  Scarlet  fever  Is  next  door  north  of  us  a  dutch  family 

moved  in  there  last  week  from  Buffalo  !T.Y.  and  brought  it  with 
them  one  of  them  died  monday  mom  ing(a  girl  aged  15)  Our 
baby  was  ex  nos  edit  o  it  before  we  knew  what  it  was  T  expected 
you  would  write ‘to  me  as  soon  as  you  got  home  I  didnht  think 
it  necessary  to  tell  you  to  write  for  I  thought  you  4?  knew  your 
duty  and  would  do  it 

Mo  more  at  present  but  write 
We  still  remain  your  affectionate  brother  and  Sisber 


S(tanton  )  J  and  II  J  Brumfield. 


114. 


Foonsboro  Towa  June  14th  /  68. 


any  yet  although  the^yj 
have  sold  out  to 


Dear  brother  T  have  neglected  answering  your  letter  until 
th-  present  time  and  now  T  think  I  have  good  opportunity  for  my 
family  are  all  over  at  Buffalo  Prove  alond(g)  with  Tide  Cutter 
I  look  for  them  home  today  we  have  had  nice  seasonable  weather 
here  this  spring  and  crops  look  fine  where  grass  hoppers  have 
left  then  alone  thev  are  hurting  t'ae  wheat  the  worst  of  anything 
at  present  they  havent  damaged  mv  garden 
are  comin^  in  it.  Haskal  and  Franklin 

Hanelton  K  OeitzeY  Franklin  is  working  in  the  machine  shop  & 
by  the  day  Jacob  Franklin  has  moved  to  Jefferson  25  miles 
vest  of  here,  T  am  still  working  in  the  shop  T  have  just 
complet'd  a  job  that  took  me  days  it  was  a  ward  robe 
Bookcase  Washstand  bureau  and  Secretary  all  combined  it 
faced  2  ways  T  get  S  -2  for  making  it  'iie  new  brick  blocks 
that  T  told  von  were  going  up  here  this  summer  are  commenced 
business  is  very  lively  hero  considering  grass  hoppers  Several 
n  ice  dwelling  houses  have  been  completed  and  o there  are  building 
Hasbal  is  building  himself  a  house 


you 


after  thev  vet 


r 

ick  T  had  forgottento  tell  you  that  our 
a  bier  Freemason 


new  boss(! *r  Oeitgpy) Js 


more  at  ore  sent  only  here  is 


Chicago  Journal 


’mor°  tnan  2C  000  acres  o 


the  han^s  of  actual  settlors  this  spring. Atoift  75  GQp  a 
be  put  into  cult  ivat  ionrth  is  year  in*  excess  oi  an‘r  otaer 


a 


> 

v 

.t 
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dont  know  of  any  news  from  the  0-rove/if  there  is  any  r  will  tell 


Ml 


a  note  that  I  clipped  fro""  the  , 
land  has  passed  into  / 
'  ""  cros  will  / 

■  season^  7 
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^oonstoro  Tov, a 
x.r^mxxp*  /  67. 

July _ 19th 

^o5r  bro+her  we  received  your  last  letter  in  cine  season  and 

v:.as  rlad  t^  hpar  fro^  von  ve  are  all  well  at  present  hoping  thtt 
von  are  the  same  Vv  and  Frs  Franklin  were  here  today  and  have 
just  pone  ho^p  they  are  <>11  well  we  had  a  fine  ra  in  last 
fiicrht.  and  this  morninp  die  ^rass  hoopers  have  all  left  ns  bFt 

not  w ithoutr  do ’.nr  a  gre^t  neal  of  damap'e  to  tap  oats  wheat  and  sg- 

pardon  stnff  the  hoppers  took  all  of  my  cabbage  and  all  of  ^.y 
beans  and  onions  and  injured  the  potatoes  they  di.dnt  hnrt 
1 e°t?  or  sweet  potatoes  there  is  the  brst  prospect  for  crops 
in  this  (pl-cp;  what  there  ev«r  was  before  vhere  the  grass  hoppers 
have  left  fhem^lone  T  havent  heard  from  Puffalo  Grove  since  t‘  ' 
v.^rote  to  vo^last  T  think  fro^jnll  acconnts  the  Grasshoppers 
nsed  them  worse  over  t  here  than  anywheres*  els(?)in  Tov- a  business 
is  b«  p  inn  in  <r  to  liven  np  again  and  the  prospects  are  pretty 
fairjfor  this  fall  corn  fell  from  .95  cts  to  50  cts  whenlit 
was  found  that  the  hoppers  were  g~ing  away  without  injuring  1 

the  com  - -  c^m  came  do'  n  50  cts  last  week  it  is 

G5.50  per  100  lbs  Onr  bosses  are  both  Democrats  so  T  hear 
Tf  yon"  are  coming  ont  this  fall  write  and  let  me  know 
Write  soon  Yonr  affectionate  brother 

S(tanton)  J.  Frnm.fi eld. 


116  Angnst  30th  1367. 

Hespecte  old  Neighbor  T  embrace  this  present  to  write  von  a 
fev/ lines  to  let  von  no  that  v e  are  all  veil  and  have  been  housdd  ' 
np  pretv  closely  today  for  it  has  been  raining  most  all  day.  Vie'ZZ 
have  had  a  very  pood  season  h°re.  Fvery  thing  lookes  well  here 
considering  how  it  was  eatenpy  the  grass  hoppers  except  Wheat 
it  was  the  nearest  destroyed  of  aney  oth°r  kind  of  graine  in 

fact  there  was  but  very  few  that  had  any  to  cut  at  all  we 
happpnpd  to  be  amungst  the  lucky  ones  we  had  200  bushels  off 
of  23  acres  not  quite  a  half  crop,  .  Corn  is  th  jnd  ont  con- 
s  fderable  but  there  is  tolerabl  good  crop  of  com  Potatoes  and 
canp  in  abundance  The  soil  here  is  as  good  as  it  looks  to  be. 

All  kinds  of  vegetation  grows  thrifty  here  We  have  20  acres 
broke  for  corn  next  seasorijand  are  putting  up  hay  as  fast  as  we  can. 
S  o  no  more  in  that  direction  .  'Tow  Strother  T  want  you  to  collect 
mv  salp  money  as  quick  as  poss  ible  for  T  am  oblige  to  have  it. 

As  soonjas  As  soon  as  you  collect  some  anough  worth  sanding 
send  it  out  for  T  have  a  c  nance  to  pay  it  over  and  stop  the 
interest  Send  it  either  by  express  or  draft  Send  it  to 

Fontana  ^oon>*  Co.  To'-a  Write  soon  and  let  me  no  the  pros¬ 

pect  When  yon  send  mony  write  a  few  lines  before  hand  and  let 
m  e  no  when  you  are  going  to  start  it  Joseph  Mills  was  well  a 
few  days  apo 

voa  and  Lniser  come  over  soon 


A.D.  Path  is?) 


— 


- 


— 
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Poonsboro  Tov:a, 
Sept  13  /  68 
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Bear  brother  .  , . 

v;p  are  all  v;ell  as  common  andpope  you  are  all  enjoying 

the  same  we  were  all  over  to  the  '"-rove  last  Sunday  and  found 

things  In  a  prosperous  condit'on 


the  wheat  and  Oats  crop  were 


*  «8tanc<lPtnknev  sa'.a  thit  Le°  tad  aatt  he  vented  see  rae  and  T  suppose 
that  wad  all  that  he  wanted  for  he  might  have  spoken  to  me  il  he 


had  wanted  to  T  have  been  hauling  hay  for  the  last  few  days  T 

have  about  8  ton  and  wanted  to  get  two  more  T  shall  hire  some 
body  to  haul  this  week  one  of  mv  mares  got  kicked  on  the  joints 
of  one* of  h°r  hind  legs  and  is  a  cripple  for  the  present  and  I  am 
afraid  always  will  be  X  have  two  very  nice  horse  colts  that  I 
intent  to  k^ep  if  T  can  T  have  quit  working  in  the  shop  and 
am  going  to  work  at  carpenters  work  in  the  morning  at  $2.75  per 
day  the  boss  cut  down  on  the  prices  and  T  quit  Since  Jan  1st 
(if)'67  T  have  madp  ^25  tablesof  all*  k  iners  (d)  322  of  them  breakfast 
"  tables  and  1?  of  them  extension  tables  but  T  made  tables  before 
*67  and  T  believe  altogether  T  have  made  enough  to  know  hov.’ 

T  have  bought  back  my  house  and  lot  but  it  shant  hincer  me  j.rom 
moving  to  that  land  when  T  get  a  chance 

no  more  at  present  yours  ^c 

S(tanton)  J.  Brumfield. 

Adel  Ovt  13  th  /  68 

118 

Strother 

T  am  here  at  present  in  r-  asonable  health  heard  from 
home  todav  Bary  and  Hiram  are  well  Stanton  and  Hiram  came  from 
our  house  today  Amanda  franklin  and  Stanton  came  there  yesterday 
both  Franklins  are  well  Bary  and  Hiram  will  go  and  take  them 
h  ome 

Court  adjourned  today  our  case  stands  nearly  thp  same  the 

Court,  refused  to  Bockett  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  Br 
Williamson  sa^’d  that  if  it  was  not  so  close  to  the  close  of  the 
t  ern^ie  would  and  ret  a  writ  to  compel  him  to  do  so  as  it  was 

he  had  not  time  to  go  to  Davenport  and  get  back  in  t i'le  to  do 
anything  so  he  is  pursuing  another  course  and  Old  Bax  has  thirty 
days  to  look  it  over  Br  Williamson  says  that  th^n  he  must 

decide  in  our  favor  -then  in  April,  next  we  will  try  again  and 

let  it  stand  on  the  Balias  County"  Bockett  he  bad  our  affidavit 
made  out  for  me  to  have  the  whole  thing  moved  out  of  the  District 
but  when  he  come  to  examine  the  papers  my  name  as  one  of  tne 
parties  was  not  there(Marys  name  being  used)  and  tne  case  was  all 
in  pieces  and  we  concluded  to  let  it  stand  for  the  present  if 
v: e  get  it  or  the  docke tt  then  we  can  do  as  we  choose  though 
h ill  *  amson  savs  we  are  all  right  then  but  T  shall  favor  a  change 
of  Venue  as  v:e  have  to  Law  the  Judge  Burse  and  Thornburg  who  . 
j  s-  Q-f  xba  least  consequence  and  if  we  move  it  has  witnesses  will 


be  lees  in  number  T  doubt  not. 


18th. 


Ly]e  weather  has  become  very  cold  and  disagreeable  Tnis 
Sunday  T  vant.  to  make  all  the  t’me.  T  can  before  'r  go  home  and  do 
not 'want  to  return  this  season  Bary  and  T~  *ram  are  verv  lonesome 
and  -T  ought  to  be  th®re  T  preceive  that  your  letters  or  mine  10 

v  ou 


nave  been  m ’’solaced  also  others  to  you  from  I  r  St  Johns 


. 


- 


_ 
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IIP  Cont. 

as  he  says  he  sent  von  two  and  received  no  answer  and  the  same 
of  my s ellwand  cannot  hnt  think  that  if  yon  had  received  them  yon 
von  Id  answer 

Stanton  wants  to  cone  to  Buffalo  this  fall  hnt  the  chance  is  poor 
at  present  J.K  Ignore  told  me  that  he  knew  that  no  nan  won  Id  copje 
here  600  miles  and  make  the  improvement  that  Lee  had  without  a 
contract  for  tho  land  Statins  this  in  the  Bank  at  Adel  hefo^o  Lees 
f  r iends T  suppose  for  Capitla.  Said  T  you  are  sure  that  is  the 
truth.  Yes  T  know  it.  Well  sir  vcu  know  that  all  that 


_  .  -  -  improve 

ment  has  teen  mace  after  he  was  enjoined  ty  the  Court  and  instruct 
vhiat  ho  had  a  right  to  use  and  its  purposes  'To  said  T  do  not 
n®n  you  do  not  know  any  th’*nm  about  it  tho  contract  ne^th^r 
anv  oth°r  uersonf  n  Presence  of  ^en  Cornel/ 


ed 


r-  nny  r\  -p  ’-)e^c  ny) 

e  nd  he  kept  still, 
f  or  safety 

Direct  to  Alton 

%%%. 

t  now  mo  inm  home 

11  mo  with  ^e 

All 


and  vn 
last  evening 


send  this  in  the  care  of  John  Richardson 
Truly  Yours 

J.P.  'dills 


Oct  P?nd  Ad?l  9  oclock 
Tnman  and  Jacob  arrived  here  yesterday 
dov.-n  here  with  Sarah  dareah  Hiller 


T'ary  came 
well 


119. 


J.B.  Hills 


Poonshoro  Tow a  Oct  18/68 


Dear  brother  *-  Sister  we  reed  your  letter  and  was  glad  to  hear  ^ 
from  you  we*  are  all  well  excepb’t  Minnie  she  has  the  summer  com- 
plaintland  has  had  the  ague  T  hope  you  are  all  enjoying  good 
health  T^nt  to  Adel  the  day  that  Court  Commence  and  was  there 
noarlv  all  tho  time  until  Court  closed  Thornburg  came  to  me  and 


IJ  m  -U  J.  v  r  ix  j.  •» ■  u  .  .iv  v  v  ^ ^  ~  ~  m 

asked’  me  if  it  was  our  intent iodto  have  the  case  tried 

—  .  _ _ X-  «  J  ■/’V  y>  V.  !  «  vn  ‘ 


rX\i 


term  of  court  for  he  said  he  wartted  to  seno  for  his  witnesses  if 
we  intended  to  have  it  tri^d  r  told  hi~  we  vnhfced  it  tried  so 
ho  cont  for  his  witnesses  and  we  sent  for  ours  Our  lawyers  ^ 

•>*  every  opportunity  to  brip#  the  suit  to 


(St  John  and  Sivin)  tr  ’ed 


a  tr  *  al  but  K^rse  hv  some  excuse  or  otner  vould  put  it  off  iromm 
one  bav  to  anoiherfont il  Friday  of  the  first  week  ane  tne  Judge 
vanned  from  th°n  till  the  next  Tuesdayto  decide  whether  tney  could 
brinm  in  new  evidence  on  the  old  suit  or  not  which  they  claimed 
to  have  discovered  X  started  hone  friday  afternoon  and  started 
back  mondev  ond  mot  there  TuesdavlO  oclock  n  but  had ^nothing  to 
do  but  come  home(excoDt  naving  for  the  witnesses)  ’Williamson  v. as 
thore  and  said  h°  expected  the  trial  vould  go  off  as  muen  as  could 
be  when  Tuesday  came  the  Judge  wanted  30  days  to  give  his 
decision  in  re  mar  d  to  new  evi.denceon  the  ole  case  an^  that  was  tee 
end  of  th  is  termpf  court  L,ee  cane  to  me  after  all  this  happened 
and  said  he  was  ‘ready  to  compromise  as  he  always  had  seen  T 

told  hi~i  that  T  couldent  compromise  with  him  but  if  he  had  any 
proposition  to  make  that  t  vould  write  to  you  and  see  what  yon 
would  sav  about  it  hut  he  made  none  I  told  hi^  as  far  as  T  was 
concerned  t  vould  he  willing  to  give  him  someth ig  to  leave  the 
D]?co  hut  didpnt  tell  h  i^  hov  much  My  opinion  is  that  a  jury 
n  ext  Soring  will  give  him  something  for  his  improvements  over  ana 
above  the  use  of  the  place  and  leave  him  on  tnere  next^  aren  a  ycai 
t  f]  the  bargain  ^en  Campebell  was  on  banes  at  tne  trial  but  ^  <  ^ 
jp  didnt  speak  to  me  Lee  was  very  friendly  and  says  he  has  notngng 

ag-.n  o  -  a.t 0  more  at  present  S(tanton)  J  ^rumfield 


t  ]  ■'.  ?  )  •• 

T 


■3  3*  D*  no  ^<5  rf  h*  ^  < 
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t  spont  9  days  which  were  worth  *,2.75  perday 
Paid  the  witnesses 


Paid  for  Poard 


$  24.75 

13.20 
3.40 
$  41.35 


"T'his  is  what  T  am  out  of  pocket  and  expect  to  get  tack  when  the 
estate  is  settled. 


120. 


home  Fov  10th  1968 


Strother  I 

r  Came  home  Saturday  10  Oclock  Pllast  night  it  re  ined  lightly  all 
n'icrht  mhis  morning  early  it  commenced  snowing  and  blowing  and  is 
some  disagreeable  and  t  cannot  return  as  I  intended  today  Par;/ 
is  pleased  at  the  disappointment  T  want  to  \  orrv  3  weeks  longer 
the  Pail  Pond  is  a  go  sure  now  you  will  want  to  know  where  veil 
thpro  ' s  to  be  a  town  built  here  where  well  T  will  tell  you 
ou  know  where  JohdtVillis  bam  is  well  it  is  laid  o>u  m  lots 
cu  know  where  Pones  is  they  want  tnat  for  the  same  purpose 
ell  you  (know)  ^ennetts  40  this  side  of  Joneses  they  have  bouht 
t  for  lots  it  is  in  sight  about  one  mile  the  Co  have  t?' en 
uv’ng  all  th^  timber  land  that  they  could  and  it  will  be  stripped  d 
or  ties  very  soon  they  offer  50  cts  per  piece  G  x  6  in  square 
ft  lon^  as  soon  as  T  can  see  the  one  legged  man  again  T  v  ill  put 
is  PVe  on  +his  and  see  what  he  says^he  grading  is  bemg  done 
ere  '"he  shanties  are  built  all  along  from  here  to  Oesmomes  ^ 

t has  been  under  contract  for  3  weeks  to  .  e  completed 
inC90  davs  and  well  advanced  at  this  tme  Our  h  land  here  cer¬ 
tainly  will  sell  for  very  near  8  5000  .00  at  present  .  I  think, 
that  we  have  no  reason  to  rush  the  thng  'nt o  a  iorced  compromise 
T write  this  as  a  final  decision  of  mv  mind  for  T  do  not 
know  how’  old  Fax  h^.s  arranged  the  decision  of. the  Supreme  Court. 
"""Vjcpp  "q  this  as  soon  as  T  can  hear  from  v.  ill  iamson  then  T  will 
know  batter  nie-p  is  this  t  think  that  they  have  heard  that 
v  q  woul^  move  the  tr;al  out  of  the  district  and  if  they  have  not 
t  V;ant  time  to  pass  it  around  to  them  and  all  of  those  tamps 

T  vant  to  h°ar  such  as  T  told  A.F.  iloore  in  the  Lank  at  Acel  Pc 

Land  here  is  increasing  in  value  another  year  v: ill  double  some 
of  it  T  think  our  attorneys  are  good  at  least  it  is  my  present 
opinion  T  have  much  confidence  in  Len  Given  I'r  St  John  will 
do  all  he  can  There  was  a  question  of  admitting  new  testimony 

in  the  case  last-  Court  an^  mo  over  the  whole  tningpo  they  lelt  >$d 

sent  h’illia^son  and  he  had  it  set  aside  for  tne  present  Thornburg 
h^s  had  his  host  there  and  when  we  move  the  thing  then  some  oi 
them  will  want  more  moneyfthan  they  have  been  receiving  they  are 
oneasv  at  present  if  thev  do  not  gQt  any  of  this  land  they  se 
that  T.bev  must,  mo  farther  and  s  imply  holding  it  senot  tnerr. 
farther  from  home  Jo  and  his  wife  is  very  uneasy  and  declares 
he  shall  go  and  buy  somewhere  soon  T  will  write. r/ou  again  as 
soon  as  T  hear  more  be  easy  and  slow  about  talking  to  Old  Jo 
r/o  are  favored  in  this  storm  being  under  the  timber  T  want  to 
vsell  my  land  price  G  20C0.C0  things  are  looking  up  here 
t  would  rather  have  the  40  south  of  ours  than  take  that  price 
Louisa  look  h°re  T'arv  savs  tell  you  that  she  is  making  mush  out 
of  corn  that  grew*  on  our  land  we  may  have  a  hard  time  this  winter 

T  =t,  us  look  and  see  Filk  and  Putter  Plenty  „Coffe  Tea 
s ugar (v'hi te )  Plenty  Sorgum  Syrup  near  enough  ior  v.  inter 


£ 


- 
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bpsi^ep  one  half  barrel  of  potatoes  35  bushel  of  turnips  30  do 
OriG  fat  ho?  of  our  own  product  ion  and  when  he  comes  home  w  ill  ^ 
hr  in?  our  bread  TVe  have  110  lbs  of  floor  and  one  sack  of 
m°al  50  doz  cucumber  pickles  and  Palf  a  barrel  of  Pumpkin 
Putter  made  of  Squashes' that,  took  Piram  and  me  carry  one  fro-'1  the 
field  T  want  T'other  to  know  that  v:e  are  not  to  suffer  ubtil  we 
eat  all  that  v;e  have  mentioned  t  saved  one  peck  of  Pnckwheat  but 
the  frost  killed  it  T'other  if  you  was  here  you  could  share  with 
us  and  we  would  have  plenty  of  all  but  house  room 

For  T'ary 

You  wanted  to  know  about  Clifton  You  know  that  Lake  in  the 
t  imber  ab~ve  out  land  he  shot  and  rounded  a  duck  and  set  the 
?un  a?ainst  a  tree  rent  inland  across  followed  up  the  edge 
of  the  water  went  in|and  must  have  cramped  in  10"  feet  water 

cloths  on  in  the  water  12  days  a  noun  ?  dog  caught  the  duck 
the  next  morning  after  but  did  not  see  the  gunjand  was  within  10 
feet  of  it|on  the  oath  marked  on  the  diagram  and  in  If  days  there 
must  have  seen  50  persons  passed  the  gun  on  the  path  and  it 
not  obscured  by  a  leaf or  spear  of  grass 

t'^elow  the  letter  contains  a  diagram  of  site) 

5  Oclock  P¥. 

T  think  T  will  nov;  begin  my  letter  Yours  of  the  11th  ultimo  came 
to  hand  2  weeks  a?o^nd  T  have  been  gone  since  the  reason  that  it 
remained  unanswered  T.7e  are  well  at  present  and  are  glad  to  hear 
of  your  good  health  except  the  pestiferous  chills  We  are  sorry 
to  think  that  you  must  stay  there  inlthat  low  damp  climate  not 
one  in  a  thousand  here  have  the  chilis  Excuse  me  for  not  writlteg 
more 

Yours  as  e'f?r  J.f.  I! ills. 

T  must  eat  an  apple  apiece  for  each  of  you. 

(Close) 

121  Adel  Feb,  12  th  1869 

Strother  We  have  our  case  all  straight  it  is  tmsf erred 

t  the  circuit  court  for  next  Monday  week  do  all  you  can  v,e 
ought  ta  have  onr  witnesses  to  prove  damages  and  we  will  want 
some  money  come  if  you  can  possiblv  mhe  Cun  is  load  el  and 
v;  ill  go  off  unless  v;e  stoD  it  This  is  our  new  court  Judge 
■Mitchell  J.P.M. 

lir  Richardson  please  forward  in  haste  to 

$55.08 
.60 
$  55,68 


Tex 
1  pc 


Strother  and  oblige 
J.P.  I'Tlls 


. 


r 
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SI 


Pufulo  Drove  Larch  the  5  1S69 


Lr  Strand *r  Prum-field 

mv  Pear  friend  T  thaWt  that  It  was  my  duty  to  risht  to 

yon  and  let  yon  know/iow  things  is  here  ^o”  h’V  had  tv:o  a"®nt 
'for*  the  /,nrr’  an-3  tho^  v:pr  not  ver  good  1  'r  Perkins  l  fved  two 
fare  ava  to  cetolt  and  the  last  one  t  understand  that  he  v/ent 
'  nd  trved  to  hire  a  nan  to  chop  some  of  the  best  trees  that  stood 
n  er  the  hons  err*  he  vnld  not  do  it  and  he  too(R)  the  ax  and  don 
*  t  Vnself  and  ^  tel  lev  that  theres  some  more  cut  I  cont  Ino 


;ee 


?  lithe  fa 


m  it  wold  he  the 
it  v/illf  sun  be  spoilt  if  yon 


/hoo  ‘t  was  T  th  ink  if  you  cold 
best  thing  that  yon  can  do 
v.’ old  sell  ?t  separate  T  belive  you  cold  sell  but  there  are"  not  & 
menn*v  that  wants  so  much  right  to  me  and  let  me  no  what  is  the 
least  you  wil  1  t*ke  for  it  and  if  von  w’ll  sell  it  separate  or 
notiland  is  very  cheap  at  present  the  quort-er  that  lies  rignt 
east  of  the  house  can  be  bot”  for  eighty  "holers  and  any  one  can 
c  an 

c  ent 
for 

to  £cool  ny  children  and  th*  ne iters  is  down  on  me  for  they  think 
that  T  will  right  to  von  about  the  t imberJtVuvt  was  cut  while  T  was 
gob  t  wanted  to  get  the  hons  to  live  in  and  T  cold  not 
T  think  if  von  apoir.t  any  agent  yon  had  beter  have  I*r  Bryet 
pease  do  not  l°t  anv  *ne  know  how  you  sot  your  nuse  for  we  are 
poo  and  dent  want  °ny  more  enemes  th«tn  we  can  elp  T  wish  you 
k new  all  about  it  without  me  telling  you  if  it  is  ever  so  T 


~  ^  i- w.v  j-  ~  >  y  b  rill  ciuy  one  can 

m  buy  all  the  land  that  they  want  out  in  the  Peririefcor  forty 
;ntfjper  acer  T  th  ihk  that  if  yon  will  take  a  farerpn’c* 

>r  it  t  can  find  a  bver  if  t  stay  here  T  went  away  last"  fanl 


c an|r  win  make  it  all  right  between  you  and  me  so  no  more 
at  present  Direct  your  letter?  to  allton  Dallas  Co  Iowa 

I'y  respects  to  all  your  friends  Catherine  Potts. 

vours  truly  Catherine  Potts. 


123.  Poonsboro  Iowa 

Lay  2"/69 

Dear  brother  rt  has  been  some  time  since  T  received  vour  letter 
*nd  since  T  had  no  news  to  writ  I  out  it  off  until  now’  we  are 
all  1  ell  as  c ommon  and  hope  you  are  enioyln^  the  same  blessing 
T  havent  heard  from  the  grove  since  T  wrote  to  you  or  at  least  no 
news  I  suppose  the  places  laying  there  id  be  unless  Poe  is 
tending  part  of  it  things  are  go  inn  on  smoothly  here  there  is 
some  bu 1  Id  inn  going  on  iflpoth  towns  and  considerably  in  the  Country/ 
T  suppose  that  froHwhat  you  and  Jesse  say  in  your  letter  T  will 
not  b*  apt  to  get  anv  of  that  land  unless  'r  pay  the  largest  price 
but  t  want  to  be  on  hands  when  it  is  sold  and  if  it  should  sell 
reasonably  low  T  want  some  of  it  how  d0  Vqu  Intend  to  sell  it 
-nd  do  you  know  when  you  c  n  sell  it  will  it  be  appraised  again 
if  T  should  haop°n  to  buy  some  oil  it  what  would  be  the  terms  if 
the  land  sells  for  a  big  price  t  ‘am  very  willing  to  let  it  so 
Lav  Pnd 

Pleasant  morning  everything  is  beginning  to  turn  green 
wheat  and  oats  look?  well  and  people  are  about  ready  to  plant  corn 

v ours  truly  S(tanton)  J.  Brumfield. 

l_l£.  Poonsboro  Tow  a  June  13 £68 

Dear  brother  i  received  your  letter  after  I  came  back  from 
Adel  I  went  down  there  last  m on day  and  came  back  Wednesday 
T  dir»rit  say  anything  to  Perkins  about  buy  in-  a  part  of  the  land 
f  or  T  thought  it  v  as  not  vorh  while  if  it  sells  if  [t. sells  at  tbg, 
figures  that  Joe  put  on  it  he  put  the.  xxxt  ^  east  ..Os  at 

D PO  per  acre  the  west  °C  at  DIP. 50  and  60  A  of  timber  on  the  . 


- 


'  V  ' 

Ifi 

■ 
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S3. 


\9A  Cent.  or  the  next  2U  at  F^U  Der  A  the  o 
oniEnt~20  being  prarie  to  go  x*  with  the  second 
east  at  22C  per  A  if  it  will  all  sell  for  tha 


he  next  p0  at  ^4  0  Der  A  the 


]  et  it  "o  Here  is  Hess 
v’  ill  in"  to  pav  ^15  per  A 
payjrn^  if  yon  can  sell  it 


rlan 

for 

for 


for  dividin"  the 


that 

moT“n 


100  A 

T  aLt! 


other  20 
0  from, 
t  price 
land  now 


the 
T  say 
I  am 


hot  that  is  all  I  "will 


■  *1 

AVV  P'JA  v 

x  cr> 

5 


T  suppose  Joe  wrote  yon  that  the  railsNare  all  hauled  off  he  r.nd 
that  we  are  through  court  in."  r  think  it  has  terminated'well 
enough  or  at  least  T  am  glad  that  it  has  come  to  an  end  I 
s pos  lee  roi:es  contrary  to  law  in  stripping  the  place  but~most 
evervbodv  there  upholds  himjin  it  "nd  are  trying  to  have  him 
nominated  for  Sheriff  for  Dallas  Connty  Cur  t^3n  is  not 
improving  much  this  season  •  a  fev;  dwelling  horses  and  the  NH  Chrrch 
is  abort  all  the  other  tovm  is  building  considerably  and 
is  already  larger  than  this  town  inigration  is  very  great  to 
bora  this  season  the  most  of  it  is  to  North  Western  Count les 
Wheat  looks  firstrate 

Oats  "  "  corn  backward  on  account  of  cool  weather 


Still  remain  yours  he 

SCtanton  )  J.  Brumfield. 


125. 


June  16th  196S 


S  trother 

Tne  first  thing  T  have  to  v;rite  you  is  the  re#£on 
that  T  have  not  written  before  T  waited  for  Court  went  down 
business  all  dane  before  T  got  there  they  asked  that  it  be 
d  iswissed  at  their  cost  and  was  granted  that  leaves  nothing  in 
Court  for  further  action  St  -Tohn  withdrew  all  the  points  in  the 
case  except  f>r  oosession  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  them  from 
proceeding  as  occupying  claimants  and  holding  over  another  year 
which  you  can  see  they  would  this  T  did./  not  know  before 
mhe  money  2  JO. CO  came  all  safe  and  is  on*  handlvhat  shall  I  do 
v’  itn  it  Perkins  as  he  has  been,  on  hand  for  some  length  of  time 
would  like  to  have  some  T  hadjbut  a  minute  to  talk  v. 


^th  him  and 


/  w  -  i  If  %  -|v_  1  A  Ci  l.J  Li  j  *  4  V  -  u  J  JL  JL  U  11  lull  1  i  L-'J  Jk  l  JV. 

expected  to  be  there  last  men  day  and  there  to  have  vritten  this  t 
letter  will  ascertain  his  bill  direct  to  me  here  at  Alton 
rT’v'r'  +  «■»-«■  x  Stanton  was  at  Court  with  well  pricedjX  -fUt 

t  20  at  220  v/.ith  20  Acres  offthe 


The  tax  rect  T  had 
the  1  an  d  th  i  s  v  •  av 

// 


tl 


ns 

t-*' 

a* 


& 


* 


£ 


f  o rgot 

mVj  p  v;  0  c; " 

North  end  of  the  n°xt  one  or  the  12->-  markcCd 
T  tried  to  make  a  bargain  with  Pei  kins  bulT 
think  he  is  very  fair  about  making  a  sale 
of  it  He  says  if  he  has  to  come  here  and 
show’  it  to  buyers  he  ought  to  have  pay  f o  ^ 
it  if  he  sends  some  person  here  and  makes 
out  the  papers  a  small  fee  for  the  papersu 
would  be  all  but  T  have  a  long  letter  to 
write  you  before  long  there  are  some 
part?es  that  want  the  west  20  and  I  think  have  or  will  write  to 
or  ice  and  iff/ou  do  not  like  the  prices  that  ^  have 

see  that  it  foots  up  to  O'7  400.00 
pi iv  v;e  have  400  to  drop  of  on 
lo^ks  verv  well  stands  12  inches 

t  vines 


v  ou  for  JffJv 


j 

ixed  to 

it 

say  so 

von  w ill 

see 

rs 

n~  ifw 

e  can find  s 

one  person 

to 

0 

n  a  sal 

e  of  all 

Our*  corn 

c 
c 
1— 1 

h 

i  erh 

al  1 

ov°r  th 

e  f  i  a  Id  Hr; 

*  n  rnr ' 

i  V 

+ 

he  Ctrl 

(or  cue 

u~b°r  )  nu 

g  h 

S 

eason 

th" 

season 

has  h*°en  v 

fiat 

i  sjt  e  r 


rned 


1  J  y a  fc.1  i  n 

cola  and  backward 


%  - 


*  *!;  o  rfr  -  a  ff»  —  j*|rro 
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_ 
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) 


23. 


7e  have  re  as  for  use  a] 


one 
the 

rightjbut  little  Hi 


J 


finest 


o  foots  cnions  lots  of  radishes 

all 
Tell 


L7 ' 

r  over  saw  Joiellasy present  to  little  Hi  came 


is  5  feet  three  inches  tall 


105 


lbs 


<$,nella  yonr  a^nt  has  lots  of  flowers  both  wild  and  tame  if  "yon 
v' as  here  von  conld  yet  armfulls  of  the  nicest  yon  ever  saw  and 
f? o  with  little  Hi  and  Father  lots  of  fine  straw  berries  Aont 

making  a  Straw  terry  P  -  T  -  S  come  and  yet  some 

Stanton  thinks  the  price  on  the  land  more  tharJhe  can  give 
’  ut  if/it  sells  he  wants  to  know  ‘ 

Ho  more  at  present  but  onr  best  respects 

Yours  tmlv  -T.^.  Hills. 


125. 


Poonsboro  Towa 
S^ot  13”  /69 
T  take  the  present  opportnnity 


to  let 
of  us 
is 

w  ith 


Dear  brother  and  S’ster 

you  know  that  we  are  well  as  common  and  there  is* one  more 

the  nev<  one  is  a  rirl  and  its  name  is  Amanda  Francis  Tt 

A  weeks  old  T  went  over  to  Fary’s  last  Saturday  a  week 
T’ncle  John  ^mmfield  (note  youn~e(t/s)  bro,  to  Jesse  Prunf ield  Sr.) 
they  were  all  well  we  looked  over  that  west  20  some  and  T  have 

concluded  that  if  you  will  let  me  have  That  20  as  my  share  I  will 
be  will  in-  to  quit  th°r?  isfone  thing  vnry  certain  r  want  land 
or  money  pretty  soon  nncle  John  came  out  two  weeks  .ayo  he  has* 
gone  to  Cherokee  County  to  get  him  a  homestead  r  have  written 

to  you  and  Jesse  some  time  ago  but  have  received/io  answer  and  I 

would  like  to  hear  fro^  you  T  would  like  to  knew-  if  Jesse  is 
c  oming  out  th  is  *all  ^imes  ere  pretty  dull  here  for  the  past 
2  months  it  is  very  wet  the  river  was  higher  last  week 
than  it  was  ever  bof  oreiknown  this  time  of  the  year 


3  27. 


yours  truly,  S( tan ton)  J.  Prumfieid. 
Poonsboro  Tova  Oct  A"  /69 


Dear  brofhep  we  received  your  letter  last  week  and  hardly  know 
’"bat  to  sa^about  yoing  to  Adel  to  attend  the  Sale  of  the  land 
but  T  suppose  T  had  better  go  .as  it  will  save  expense  to  the 
p state  tnat  is  if  Joe  and  T  can  attend  to  it  as  well  as  you  can 
i  f  w e  c an t  you  had  better  come  vou  must  send  me  instructions 
what  to  defend  now  to  proceed  at  the  sale  I  would  like  for  vou 
to  send  me  the  amount  of  the  expense  of  the  land  up  to  the  present, 
t  ime  t  win  tell  some  land  buyers  here  about  the  Sale  and  do 
vhat  T  can  toward  selling  it  T  dont  think  it  worth  while  to  go 


to  any  land  agent  about  it  TTncle  JQhn  (frumf ield 


start  for  Kansas 


is  go  ing  to 


’  ’  •  v  --  \  X  **  *  \  -i  .  4  .  i  .  JL  .i.  ' 

tomorrow  to  get  himfa  homestead  he  vent  out  in 
the  Forth  We st  part  of  this  State  to  get  him  a  homestead  and  d  idnt 
like  it  T  have  bepn  out  in  the  countrv  working  the  last  two  weeks, 
finishing  ->  house  T  think  I  will  have  anothergob  there  in  a  fev: 
days  Tt  is  n  miles  tTorta  Fast  T  cant  think  c/f  anv  more  at 
p  resent 

Yours  Tidily  S(tanton)  J.  Pmnfield. 


122 


TTov  30th  1262 


Stro+h°r  Louisa  anf  all  the  Children  Gome 


of 


you  we  have  not  seen 


but  have  your  pictures  and  do  see  much  pleasure  ie  looking  tho^-  *? 
over  occasionally  "e  fancy  that  you (the  children)  being  good 


countenances  that  ’rou  must  be  veil  behaved  Scioio 


d  o 


and  Clinton 


yqu  +h  Ink  (as  vou  .  are  farmers)  that  vou  i?k«  to  commence 

d  low 1  ng  tu  tae  spr*  >.ngjs  ome  time  and  not.  see  stumps  pll  the 


on° and  the  ground  no  mellow  that**you'  must ° roll  it^tr 


make 


— 


!  '  •• 
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1FP  Port. 

’t  more  compact  no  stumps  to  run  your  waggon  or  buggy  into  in 
f? ether in^  com  you  need  not.  drive  around  the'1"  the  reaper  md 
mover  the  same  and  finally  your  team  runs  or  Ske^adles  a  little 
+her^  is  not  much  harm  done  or  things  broken  and  lastly  whore" 
y  S5n  oo  far  as  you  please  and  T  must  sav  also  a' State  oat 

of  dept  '"’his  is  the  place  i.e.  Iowa  indeed  it  is  a  great 
piace  to  go  out  of  evenings(  T  wont  sav  what  for  )  if  vou  k°pn 
out  o  i.  the  niouyhs.  Vary  and  Sue 11a (  End ia)  this  is  a  nice 
country  for  girls  -hen  there  is  good  sleigh in?£nd  Foonltrtit ‘ni«rht«i 
it  is  beautiful  no  heavy  shadows  made  by  denser wood  s  but  cle 
as  a  r  i  is  tie  you  v.raped  in  Puffs lo  hide  vou  enioy  a  sleigh 

l'-J  ™  and  your  cheeks  vou  Id*  look  1  ike  new  blown 

Rosies  and  m  the  summer  such  beautiful  flowers  that  can  bp 
rrovn  here  -ith  so  little  labour  "he  X  Zenias  Damos  p*n«jL 
nladiolas  Petunias  Portulicas  snd  pinies (Peon  ias )  they 
veil  m  the  rro-nd|in  winter  Oh  well  a  whole  thousand  others 
how  Larv  and  Suella  .just  come  over  next  Julv  or  September  Pnd  Spp 
vour  Aunt  Mary's  flowers  and  I  will  agree  If  t  i?vp  and  have  ' 
f^oop  Iuck  to  give  you  some  of  the  best  melons  von  ever  put  ?n 
vour  i ace  bow  Louisa  I  expect  that  yon  ahave  things  very  handy 
eben  Pud  ”  ell  we  have  had  lest  season  our  share  Will  Rudrov 
says  he  owned  your  property  and  lived  on  it.  he  would  not"  soli* 
and  move  ’Vest  but  this  is  a  good  place  for  a  person  that  mum  rmve 
or  is  not  well  fix  erf.  here  or  is  disposed  as  -  am  r  would  not 
live  there  and  farm  it  if  --had  but  five  years  to  live  if  ttT 
knew  the  difference  between  the  two  places  as  t  do  t  vmh  Vary 
and  T  had  here  when  we  was  married  but  still  I  coY  not  '  " 

greave  for  Spilt  milk  the  pap er  is  out  and  T  sro  to  town  *n  the 
TTiorrunmw'e  are  well  except  colds  T  have  heard' that  hill  sold  the 
est  "0  So  T  have  been  told  T  am  expecting;  him  h°rp  every  day 
T  could  have  sold  it  if  Stanton)had  not  wanted  it  and  a  man 

wanted  me  to  see  the  lowest  on  the  balance  of  *t  th*re  *s  about 

f0  CD  acres  of  timber  on  the  3rd  80/  if  you  think  it  could  go  for 
less  say  sofeoon  th*re  It  comm?  with  mine  on  the  v  v  earner 
ana  leaves  a  strip  of  Prarie  on  each  side  Isaiah  E!1  Is ‘was  here 

last  weex;  ^  days  T  co  not  know  whether  he  he  is  ^nfce  home  of*  not 

we  have  com  enough  to  do  us  and  the  mules  ribs  are  beyond 
fpplmg  r  told  the  new  Dunlap  20  was  the  price  of  the  2  30s 


He  wants  all 


i  f  aav 


vours 


eve  r 


Jfoseph)1"  L  ills . 


129. 

(  THLEDRAi 1 ) 
Strother  Prumfield 


Perry  Iowa  Lch  1370. 


Winchester  (Tnd) 

I  have  twelve  hubdred  (1200  $  dollars  cash  for  the  east 
Answer  by  tel  oomph. 

Joseph  n.  j^*nK . 


Eighty  20 


120. 


June  24th  1370 


Strother  Tn  answer  to  your  letter  first  T  though  t  had  sold 
tn»  v-ett  ^  10  acres  of  timber  $1200  and  expected  to  send 

de"d  today  but  ther®  is  msnv  slips  between  the  cut)  nod  th®  lip 
gg  j  B»ess  thie  one  at  present  r  hove  not  asked  less  than 
°1  ri°  '*  :£t  -0  T  sskecl  $1500  for  onr  dO  end  if  t 


shenld  sell  T  shenia  Niv  some  of  that  lend  for  it  is  verv  cheao 

aronndEerejthoi  v  Ulfo^T“el!  Tth'lsTnU™^-  b9ln*  ™*2e  *13L 
e  irc’i“!stanc=s  that  his  h indered 'ng f}£i  « ®n ?n  "‘°re  aas  besn 


ri  r»  r>  •  oiroppd'To  ^  TDr^ 

rt?*.a8  ‘Pis  - 


.others 

)  c  c;  -f-  o  f 


are, .pass  in  jP.ucgras  t'h « « «’€ odd  f  JbrV 
can^find^tne  man  art 4b" v‘ little 


some  of  them 


to  v-rit,  v.vJ  io+>'OTg  nupacco 


beh'ng 


of  bus  in  es s  'il.e\t"^r r;< 


■ 


^r1  rn  f  i  eld  Fan  i  lv  Let  t  e  rs 


1 p0  Coat, 

occupy inn  ad  1  writing  time.  T  give  you  on  the  next  oa^e  a 

diagram  of  the  timber  ®s  near  as  r  can  'injhaste.  Well  f  must  sev 
that  v.  e  are  in  good  health] *ath  is  folks  are  all  "  ell  Fary  has  ^ot 
a^out  again  but  looks  poorly  vours  tnly, 

T.P.  Fills 

Cant  von  write  us  some  other  kind  of  a  letter  but  a  land  letter 
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Perry  (T0wa)  Nov  17th  1770 


Pear  brother  ^  Sister: 

We  are  all  in  reasonable  health  at  present/fib 

1  Jt.+  O 


n ight  in  good  health 


arrived  here  last 
letter  fro'r  Stanton 


Aw  v«nfl«njrlrt  nnfl  i«anah  <?ttbs  cais  here  .just  as  T  reed  yo nr 


reed  yesterdav 
rannah  C  i 

letter  dir-cty-  Th»  Advertisement  of  the  landtlnd'hheFarVho^ 
to  go  back  vita  von  if  possible  Foolish  Old  Women  *  j  took 
then  hone  last  Saturday  week-  and  had  the  advertisements  arr*n-od 
and  inclose  one  o^  the  posters  to  yon  and  I  expect  yon  hav* 
reed  a  paper  before  this  t  tacks  yon  requested  pov's  t't?  v"  hfc 
com  gathered  finished  yesterday  35C  bushels  and  did  not*  plov; 
aroun-  narry  stump  and  no  oth-r  difficulty  excppt  the  M  ic  ' 
vem  mellow5  so  that  25  bushels  made  a  good  load  No  sickness  to 
report  here  must  now  write  to  Stanton 


5st  wishes  to  All 


Yours  Truly, 


Fills. 


132. 


Lakeville  had.,  Nov  30th  1870. 


Fr  S.  ^mmfield, 

Respected  protherT  take  the  pres  opportunity  to  renlv  to  vours 
of  th«  5th  inst  ^  expect  to  start  on  Tuesday  earning  the  13th 
So  as  to  get  to  cnicago  m  time  to  take  the  night  trano  west  if 
y°n  carpeet  us  thermo  ther  is  going  and  Lib  saves  ^he  is  go into, 

T  vant  to  get  none  by  Christmas  ve  are  all  ab o1 1 1  at  present 
no  mom  at  present  vours  as  over 

7/m  Clenny  to  S(trother)  Fmnfield 


IS 


A  list  of  orchard  apple  trees  here  and  instruct  ions  on 


planting.  (  Not  copied.^ 

1  34  . 


see  over 


"Tov  7th  IS  70. 


— 

.  .. 
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ip/i  Cont .  (Copy  of  solo  till  for  Jesse  Prumfield  land  **  Iowa. 

PUFLIC  SALE  OF  HEAL  ESTATE 
Chance  for 
PfiKGA  UTS 

'•Tot ice  *s  herety  given  that  on  Tuesday 
HECFr'PEH'  20  TH  ,  1370 

mhe  unders i.gn^dw ’ll  offer  at  public  Sale  on  the  premises  in 
Spring  Valley  Township^  Hallas  Co.,  Iowa  all  real  estate  bglongln^ 
to  the  estate  of  Jesse  prumfield,  deceased?  consisting  of  £J0  ~ 
acres  of 

CHC  TCE  PHATHTE  LHND 

About  fifty  acres  broke,  and  about  ICO  acres  of  Timber  adjoinin'? 
tho  prairie  lend.  Said  lands  are  described  as  se  l/4  Sec  2  and  & 
east*  half  o'*  Sh  1-4  sec  2,  tovnship  31  ran.fe  28,  situated  1  1-2 
miles  e^st  of  the  town  of  Perry  ,  on  leaver  Creek.  Terms  easy 
andpade  known  on  the  day  of  sale.  Said  lands  will  be  sold  in 
sucn  parcels  as  the  Executors  may  deem  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  Estate. 

JESSE  EHUEF  IE  ID  and 

5TH0THEH  PHlEiFIELD 

Executors  of  the  Esttate  of  Jesse  Pmmfield  ,  dec'sd. 

Hated  Nov  7th  1370. 


135. 


rand  23rd  1871. 


Hear  Prother  we  left  J.P.  a  flew  hour  after  you  got  to  Hocks 
5  PI'  Stayed  one  n  ight  Starts  home  at  11  AI.l  got  to 

(?)  and  snov  igg 
next  day  we  had  a  ndce 


South  Vend  at  12  noon  foun^  us  a  teem  and  sleds 
allso  the  coldest  dav  of  the  winter  so  far 
Christmas  tree  a  Christmas  cak°  ?  the  snow  lasts  to  the  10th 
then  left  had  a  general  thaw  and  Sleete  yesterday  -and  last  night 

teamhauled  logs  today  money  close 
wheat  $1.10  no  more  at  present 
m  ,  Clennv  to  S.  Prumfield, 


it  snowed  abort  threefinches 
her(e)  cor(n)  wort  ^0  cts 
v ours  as  ewer 


n:r 


j err i e  pran s on  w r  ites  in  th e 


Hear  TTncle  and  Aunt 


same  letter) 

Lakeville,  Tnd . 
Jan  19th  1370 


few  lines 


T  take  the  present  opportunity  of  writing  yon 
Pap  and  T'other  got  home  safe  Kother  got  pretty 
: old  comin~  fro^  South  ^end  home  he  have  had  good  sleighing 
ier°  but  there  is  none  now  it  rained  all  day  last  friday  and 
Saturday  there  was  such  a  heavy  Sleetithat  it  broke  the  apple 
trees  and  Cher rv  trees  all  to  pieces  ant3  the  timber  is  all  broke 
?  0’-'*n  In  the  v’oods.  Last  Saturday  and  Sunday  was  the  Quartly 
••t  pot  irjjr  it  v"isnt  a  very  good  time  either,  he  are  a  gent  to 
n  ave  v  is itors  tomorrow’  ?,Trs  Sallie  F  iller  and  that  P’re 
T  acks.on  th  at,  v-as  just  married  three  weeks  ago  to  night  and 


grs  Henson  and  Fr 


of  her- dress  *r.  thi 


Hopp  and  !*rs  Eldred .  T'other  '-’ill  put  a  pieci 
is  letter ('for  PeckV  Hovers.  T  got.  a  letter 

l-H-  V>  T  r  r\-\  ror,  me T  1C  P  Cif1  1  11  C  0^1  *t\  ^0  O  T1  P 


prjm  Crandmoth er  ^mckjth is  evening.  she  is  coming  out  here 

r-  v.  r.  r\n  mw  *  c?  T  q  one  o  11  <5  wall  “r  t.rV  aU1^  get  p-Sp 


h-n  first  of  Febuarv  .  This  leaves  us  well 
to  write  some  In  this  letter 


So  no  more 


write  soon 

Jenn?e  prans^n 


— 


' ■■  ■ 
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136. 


Poonsboro  Tova  Feb.  1"  l?7i 


Pear  brother  a  nr!  Sister 

We  .justlrece  Ived  your  letter  Mother  is  at  Joes  yet  and  I 


sent  th®  receipt  to  her  111 

iv  ith  this  he  are  all  well 

137. 

Pear  brother  and  Sister. 


t  v< ill  sign  mine  and  send  it 
S.J.  Promfield. 

Perry  Feb  €th  1871 


V/e  are  in  excellent  health  and  T'other  is  and  has  been  in  good 
In  alth  has  been  to  API's  tie  past  week  and  visited  Fills  and 
Carness  and  retimed  today  all  right  Pinkney  Ann  Jim  and  Mary 
they  are  all  in  reasonable  health  Rosa  seems  to  not  gain  much 
yet  t  received  a  letter  from  Stanton  yesterday  containing  a 
blank  receipt  for  Pother  to  sign  which  she  will  tomorro\7  and 
in  th °  evening  will  be  on  the  road  to  yon  we  are  about  out  of 
n  ews  at  present  and  half  past  8  Oclock  T  have  made  up  one  poor 
1  off  , Into  rails  an'-1  stakes  one  of  nv  Horses  is  lame  with  cut 

st  night  a  very 

eed  here  this  season 


PS  Tt  is  I-'1  miles  to  that  land  and  It  ;s  about  7  miles  South  of 
Jefferson  the  same  west  of  Ripley  T  guess  there  is  some  ponds 
In  the  vicinity  T  had  better  see  it 

C  On  the  back  °o  the  letter)  T  thought  I  would  sign  that 
receipt  as  witness  not  on  Her  account  tut  Kay  be  necessary  to 
show  others  as  it  is  possible  that  she  might,  not  return 

J.^.  Mills. 


f  ootfno  snow  vet  ground  bare  a  Sprinkle  la 
fine  winter  for  feeding  hogs  stock  easy  or/f 
We  are  out  to  the  Paint  ? -  v0urs  Truly 


1  3P .  Feb  l^th  1371 

Mr  Strother  Prumfield, 

Pear  brother  v^urs  of  the  35th  of  Jan  came  to  hand  in  due  time 
and  t  v  111  now  return  those  receipt,  v;e  are  a'l  well  hope 
this’  m.a(y)  find  vn”  the  same  we  are  busy  getting  In  logs 
It  is  the  best  sledding  re  have  had  this  winter  V.'e  hav(e)  about 
half  Stock  of  logs  we  had  12  teams  yesterday  and  15  today 
v  *  th  men  you  see  ^  cant  write  but  little  .  A  corps  of  engineers 
was  survey  'ng  a  RR  line  1  A  miles  nxrthxnl’xpxkpxxils  south  of 
h  °re  yesterday  it  rill  be  locatedlther  or  ■}  mile  nortn  of 
Lakeville  So  said  by  the  nowen  o*nes  TIo  more 

W  p-  F  Clenny  to 


S 


and  L  Prumfield. 


(On  the  tack  in  Jennie  ^ranson's  hand) 

TV e  heard  from  Grandmother  once  since  she  went  out  there  but  ve 
dont  know  whether  she  wants  to  come  home  or  not. 

TTns  Igned 


139.  Green  Oak  xnd . ,  Feb.  17"  1971 

Mr  Strother  ^rumfield 

Pear  Sir  vours  of  the  2nd  Inst  is  at  hand& 
and  In  replv  w ill  say  that  T'  am  in  need  of  my  money  very  much 
?:  Poe  request  you  to  Send  it  as  Soon  as  possible  you  will  find 
my  Receipt  here^,': Ithjlnclosed  9-  signed  you  will  send  the  money 
Pv  the  TTn ited  FxDressCo  to  Rochester  Fulton  County  Indiana 
and  you  will  u lease  v:rite  to  me  at  the  time  you  send  3  direct 
to  Green  Oak  Fulton  Co.  Tnd . 

f'irrp 


— 

. 


■ 

.... 


^mmf  iold  Family  Letters - -  38. 

139  Cent. 

H0v  'n  reference  t o  the  money  belonging  to  the  minor  heirs 
r  have  mad°  arangements  for  a  gaurdian  to  be  appointed  as 
soon  as  von  inform  me  by  letter  that  the  money  is  ready  I 
Cannot  ^et  a  gaurdian  to  act  injihe  premises  without  giving  him 
control  of  the  money 

Flizabeth  M.  Prunfield. 

(’Vidov;  of  TIiram  ^rn  rr.fi  eld) 

I/O.  (Mere  follows  a  deed  bv  which  J. ?.  Kills  and  Mary  Mills 
convev  abort  135.5  acres  of  land,  to  Strother  rrumfield. 
t  Vh  land  is  situated  in  the  SF  of  53 ec .  2  t  81  V.  of  Range  10? 
2°  Most  of '5th  Principal  meridian  Towa  The  consideration  is 
two  thousand  dollars/  ^he  date  is  March''  dth  lQr7l 


141.  Perry  March  9th  1371 

Strother  Tnclosed  yon  will  find  ! 'art ha  Janes  rec-i  T  thought 

to  send  Mith  the  others  bnt  they  will  not  be  recorded  on  the 
Probate  Record  nntil  the  last  of  next  week  .  Go  the  Clerk  told 
me  the  whole  proceeding  having  to  be  recorded  with  the  order 
forth0  sale  pc  reauirircg  abort  ten  pages  of  the  conrt  record. 

Tf  the  deeds  had  come  single  the  cost  world  have  been  87. CO 
bnt  both  be  fng  together  the  fee  is  55/ 0 
Record  h?  vonr  deed  Connty  .  75 

5.75 

Mon pv  yon  sent  1 . 50 

4.25 

mhe  balance  dne  von  see  is  84.25  which  yon  shonld  send  to  the 
Clerk  ' T . 3 .  Iorjg  Adel  Pallas  Connty  Tov:a  Money  is  so 
scarce  here  T  have  had  hard  work  to  stamp  and  record  my  own  deeds 
Stanton  has  not  s°nt  me  a  cent  and  T  will  not  record  his  deed 
T  send  him  word  today  have  not  seen  him|since  yon  was  here 
mho  mistake  ve  madevou  "must,,  correct  as  T  said  before 

t  had  not  se°n  the  mistake  nntil  yon  spoke  of  it  I  am  satisfiedc 
there  was  a  mistake  ’Ve  are  all  well  at  present  Mother  the 
same  Mnd  T  d  id  get  to  Adel  and  back  in  2  dvs  time 

Yonrs  Jc'n.  Mills 


142. 


Poonsboro  Tov-a  April  9th  1871 


Pear  brother  T  tak°  the  oresent  t i^e  to  let  yon  know  that  we 
gre  all  reasonable  well  T'other  has  had  very  good  health  this 
v  ’-a ter  T  fetched  her  over  here  between  3  and  4  weeks  ago  She 
g  gvp  that  she  wants  to  go  back  to  Tnd  sometime  in  May  and  she 
wants  yon  to  send  her  money  to  go  home  on  and.  to  get  herself  a  few 
things  T  sold  my  new  house  about  1  month  ago  to  Franklins 
partner  for  8  550  T  got  3  250  down  the  balance  in  yearly  pay¬ 
ments  with  10  percent  interest  T  have  contracted  for  60  A  of 

breaking  at  "33.33  cts  per  A  and  will  be  act  to  build  and  move 

on  it  in  th°  fall  T7e  are  living  in  a  rented  house  at  r>4  per 
month  von  and  T  :,ere  looking  over  my  land  when  T  was  there  and 

f  ha-re -not  as  much  timber  as  T  had  tiough(t)  T  had  the 

t  ruth  of  it  is  T  haven t  as  much  as  T  ought  to  have  Tf  T  was  able 
r  would  -try  t°  buy  ten  acres  mare  of  you  but  it  is  noX  use  to 
think  of  it  novjlfl/0  had  a  very  strong  wind  here  all  day  yesterday 
Tf,  tare  the  roof  of  a  part  of  the  new  brick  block  and  str loped 
e0mo  ry  r  the  ttnbf the  ^ome  of  the  C.'T.  besides  c-ms  ’derabie 
other  damage  Gpr ing  has  started  very  earl v  her®  and  a.  great  dell 
°f  garden#  is  made  already  vhe°t  is  .all  so^ed  it  has  been 
v  orr  4  r-y  sIpa  ‘  +  *  c  pone-’  d  »rable  c  a  1  d  °  r  since.the  v  Lnd  yesterday 
•  w;rite" soon  k  ''ours  ‘  '  S.J.  ^rumfi°ld. 

Sec  /1C/  />*■$£■  7^/  ercHh’HAttJyt,  u 


— 


— 


— 


. 


* 


.  'It:  . 

■ 


_ 
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l££_Corrt. 

(tvjo  following  is  on  a  separate  sheet  end  secrecy  id  asked) 

Str*oth«r  von  had  Letter  Coax  TTncle  John  to  stay  in  Ohio  wher®  ho 
has  relations  able  and  v  ill in g  to  to  take  care  of  him  Amanda 

very;  tired  of  him  when  he  was  here  and  when  she  v:onld  keep  h-irn 
no  longer  'r  loaned  Vw  money  and  sent  him  to  yon  thought  von 
rvi  1  fht  send  h  *”■  nn  to  Ohio  when  von  crot  r^ady  ,fp  cam°  lor® 
v'ith  abont  0500  and  was  strapped  weeks  before  he  left  and 

if  ho  com-pp  ago  mi  it  will  be  the  same  thing  over  and  he  will 
soon  have  nothing 

(On  the  back)  dont  let  him  see  this) 

Yonrs 

S.J.  Drumf ield . 

] 

- - -  June  22nd  1271 

Green  Oak,  Fiji  ton  County 

Dear  T’ncle  and  -hunt  T  know  embrace  the  opportun  itv  of  writing 
yon  a  fiev  1  *nes  to  let  yon  know  how  we  carry*  on  Grandmother  is 
at  our  honse  T-,ncle  hills  (Clenny  probably)  came  here  last 
Saturday  end  stayed  till  monday  well  ve  are  all  tolerahel  well 
b”t  ma  she  is  not  vei ~y  well  1  T  hope  that  these  fiev  Lines  ~may 
f  ^.nd  vo”  all  v-oii.  granmother  ^hat  Should  come  here  after  her 
or  at  ^unke'hill  and  if  you  cant  she  is  a  comeing  by  her  self 
Gran  mother  dredp  going  bv  her  self  well  ve  had  a  nice  rain 
last  Saturday  harvest  has  come  on  Corn  looks  nice  and  it  looks 
some  like  r* in  this  evening,  and  if  ton  come  yon  can  co^e  rn 
a  mild  (w-’thin  a  mile)  of  our  honse 
Waggoners  there  is  a  sav  mill  the 

yon  could  send  a  letter  why  send  Tt .  well  Tgnust-  close  write 
soon  ’-;,rom  T’ollie  priimfield  Prumfe/d) 

Strother  and  Luisa  ^mmfield 
Oh  yes  t  format  one  thing  Gran  ma  is  a  going  to  Start 

next  Thursday. 


The  name  of  the  station  is 
re  to  Gran  mother  said  if 


144  . 


Lakev ille 


rnd 

*  J  v.» 


July  25th 


Dear  brother  Sister. 

V/e  rece  Tved|/our  card  of  the  17th  in  due  tine 
v  e  have  been  calculating  on  coming  to  to  1'others  anniversary  if 
F 1  izabeth  is  able  (Sarah  Brumfield  "was  torn  in  Shenacoah  C  cunt;/ 

Tra.  Julv  Gist  1701.  This  would  be  her  seventieth  birthday 
c  elebratlon .  RCP)  Sh®1  is  poorly  this  morning  having  a  weak  spell 
now  she  has  not  road  10  miles  in  a  buggy  at  one  time  since  she 
came  fro’^jin  there  last  'Tov^mber  it  is  h^r  erne  that  troubles  hop 
Tf  we  come  it  v?n  be  ^ridav  or  Saturday  next  if  Jo  Yary 

D  ocks  come  have  the^ro  come  by  here  whe  *  they  go  home 

V/mClenny 


145.  Clenny  and  Eldred  (Letter  ’lead) 

Lakeville  Nov.  1st  1772. 
Respoctdd  brother  and  Sister  ve  got  home  all  safe  but  lay 
on  the  H  Road  all  night  cause  two  freight  tr:nes  run  together 
V.  e  fond  all  well  at  home  two  deaths  in  the  ne ighborhood  while 
we  was  von.  it  is  very  dry  here  but  little  rah  h°re  in  act 


jm  gather  ms  is  progress  in|f  ?nely  here  the  R  RfPjd  aments  > 
^ntod  an  office  in  here  end  Stablish  there  bean  quarter  fc 

...vs  4-..  ^  V.  .  .  ,  ^  ^  _  _  _ _  • _  ■  _  _  j  i  • _ _ _  _ _ ->  i  i 


COI 

r  en 

County .and  hove  a  corps  of  engineers  setting  grade  stakes 
exo«ct  +  r!  cpt  th°  Roaq  out  thjs  ’‘  intor  tnrou  the  County. 
Pleas  f >_nd  your  not «  enclosed  .-e  afe  all  /ell 


nave 
’or  this 


. 


'  • 


Prumf  ield  Family  Letter?  - - - -  ?Rj7 

] ^5  Cmt . 

?Jope  this  fi’.n'?s  you  the  seme 

Yours  as  ever  V.m  H.  Clenny  to 
S.  p  L.  Prumf  ield. 


l^C. 


April  IF th  1372 


S.  ^rumf ield  and  Family: 

Vour  letter  of  the  19th  containing  Highty 
dollars  caro  to  hand  yesterday.  Your  desire  th»re)in  contained 


fiill 


*0^ 


C  O 


d  Cl 


ns  en  i  oy  :.rj=r  the  very  test  of  health  and  v:e  a  In  ays 
re  f^r  von,  in  our  hearts  tut  when  v.e  renemter  tee 


^  ■jvo  hh  e 

Com  atmosoh°rp  that  yon  are  exposed  to  v;e  must  acknowledge  that 
our  hones  are  some  shaken  and  that  xx  our  desire  for  y  our  Welfare 
must  be  stronger  :’or  you  than  'mors  for  us  can  te  f.zr  because  of  p 
the  same  cons  id  erat  ‘on  we  having  a  light  cry  atmosphere  which  accounts 
f  r  "’other  ’-mmf  ields  good  health  while  here  which  she  knows  to  te 
trie  tv  her  much  ’’ncreosed  aopetite  .  TTnc la  John  T'r,imf ield^is  " 
s ett inghere  ty  nr'  sidp  while  T  am  writing  thinks  T  our  fine  rich 
]  and  xhe  same  as  all  persons  that  come  from  your  and  Chios  poor 
dominions  and  take  a  look  and  go  backhnd  then  are  uneasy  until  they 
return  and  then  they  have  to  say  'he  can  Lreathe  easier  here  than 
there,,  T  sunoose  von  know  all  those  items  about  Tow  a  and  will 
remember  t-h&m.  one  more  if  T  had  a  certain  ?5  acres  of  land  v;e 
would  not  trade  even  with  you  .for  all  "oars  in  Hoosier  Soeham  Dr. 
Stanton  has  2C  acres  of  wheat  sowed  and  they  have  lived  through  the 
ordeal  and  is  plowing  for  com  and  they  are  all  well  especially 
TT inself  Since  he  cast  off  his  —con  fever  and  Ague  fi-  hobs  plague 


(Foils) 
sure  and 


A.D.  hath  is  are  well  T  exoect.  Dos  a  some  tetter 


or 


i.hey  d0  feel  glad  as  one  can  see  ty  their  expressions. 


ot  Hast  is  and  Family  starts  for  Colorado  He  vent  to 
His  respects  to  you  *7m  Rudrov;  Jr  was  here  the  1st  of 
He  v'put  home  with  him  and  ?*ary  got  a  letter  noting  the 
Hannah  Hitts  and  Amys  return  here  soon  Fr  Larav p.y.  bought 
of  land  here (M .H.  ^  m;les)  for  -T7G0.C0  a  team  at  3C0  ca- 
Some  imorovenents  with  a  poor  house^c  Puvers  has  been 
scarce  here  for  a  year  the  improvements  of  the  country  still 
continues  the  Settlers  are  beginning  to  nolo  themselves  Some 


?Text  '"pnday 

d  Trr  gold 

T'arch 
di  oath  of 
PC  acres 
tal  cash 


$ 


building  new  houses  some  buying  new  machinery  for  farming 
is  astonishing  to  see  how  much  pf  this  is  sold  in  Perry  that  is 
imported  t®s  id's  a  plow  manufactcryr:  'th  fine  hands  and  not  a  PI  ov¬ 
en  h°nd  our  selves  ha^e  bou  ght  t  75. CO  worth  and  want  more  hav< 


19 6. CO 


on  nano  our  selves  aa^e  oou  gnt  cs  vp.wu  worm  ano  vanx  more  nave 
counted  only  plows  '’’he  next  can  we  get  it  we  have  35  hogs  Id 
that  ought  to  vp  igh  ^-00  a  head  next  fall  at  3-V  would  bring 
end  if  our  bad  luck  has  passed  we  can  co  unut-r  ue cause  we  shall 
have  about  35  smaller  ones  25  of  which  we  have  now  and  three  sows 
more  to  come  in  ,Tov:  we  have  two  cows  one  other  young  me 
and  one  yearling  and  one  young  calf  The  first  year  the  grass 
hoppers  eat  us  out  and.  ve  lost  cov:  anil  was  without  a  dollar  and 
the  19th  of  next  September  win  be  fibe  years  since  we  drove  in 
bushes  without  a  sh'nmle  to  cover  us  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather  And  Louisa  you  may  not  weep  over  our  extreme  poverty 


the 


t  h  01 1 


rh  w  e  co 
>k 


'"*0  not  feel  but  our  needs  are  many  and  press  in.g  anc  wnen 


we  look  at  your  request  to  soend  a  H ICC. CO  to  visit  we  -are  scared 


n  pyprthelpss  we  vnuld  s-ee  much  pleasure  no  doubt  in  compliance 
we  must  have  a  litt]  e  time  to  recruit  our  much  vanqu  ishec  Pocket 
Look .  '“’his  house  nve>  be  finished  next  month  and  a  bam  bulled 
and  a  hous-.e  next  soring  besides  other  Incidentals  of  the  farm. 


btS" 


f 


Aor'1*  1  20th  T'arv  *ud  T  have  iust  retupnpd,  from  P“pT 

‘in  havp  this  done  to  mail  this  evening  but  coni-,  rot.  -■ 


> 


- 


_ 
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1/16  Pont. 

, ,  .  mhis  is  th«  first  tine  she  has  been  there  shopping  as  thPv 
call  It  Par  Alfred  IhtMs  they  are  as  usual  in  health  r  nnst 
s-v  T’arv  took  f?v-  dozen  eggs  t  took  half  bushel  of  onions 
9  5  cts  Mary  got  65  cts  (Total  *0  cts)  now  *s  that  hmv/  ** 
business  let  ns  look  at  the  chance  for  lav  ine  «  infl  ^  i?  +  +  i 

Floor  -f 3 . 50  nor  hu Horen  v.t  Coffee  3--  lbs  for  a  dollar^nrar  v.hit^G-?' 
beef  steak  10  to  lP^eef  on  foot,  3.95  Pork  3.25  Corn  1«  as  crooa 
as  t  ever  looked  at  Wheat  1.00  if  yon  buy  of  gra  in  dealers  t 
it  is  1.25  Potatoas  .30  'Ye  exnoct  to  commence  plowing  for  corn  novt 
week  the  season  is  a  little  backward  T  suppose  yon  ere  nearly 
dono  but  v-o  rill  measure  corn  rith  yon  env  t  ‘no  t°tvo«n  the  1st  nf 

on r  Chrtstms  or  any  th  ins  that  grow  or  is  an  anginal 
Today  T  mailed  two  papers  for  you  / 

^hat  money  was  a  great  favor  to  ns  and  you  v.  ill  rest  easy  on  +h« 
b  a  1  an  c  e 

Saturday1  sar  A  .TP.  Ann  and  Sarah  He  says  Hosa  is  very  fTOrov«d 
in  health  and  leels  much  pleased  therefor  as  hopes  rested  on  a  viv 
s lender  thread  and  ras  getting  weaker  the  treatment  T  have  written 
in/anotner  pl-ce  The  girls  and  families  are  veil  Lide  1  *ms 'on 
^snH  Pits  etft(  Lib  on  Flood  Creek  Sat  has  a  nice  place.  ~ 
vhts  Sundav  mom  in  ^  21st  is  cold  and  chilly  and  with  a  wee  bit  of 
sbor  on  the  lath  Where  Partin  lived  in  Wisconsin  thero  fell 
s‘x  inches  of  snow  and  at  the  time  his  brother  wrote  was  freezing 
no  plov  in  o1  done  ve  con  Id  have  had  our  corn  ground  all  nlov’ed  if6 
wanted  it  but  the  season  will  be  ajlittle  late"  Anril  29th  well  t 
had  almost  forgotten  this  letter  t(+)  mould  have  been"  to  v.  inchest  er 
at  present  but  x  see  it  is  not  ve  are  having  a  very  v  ** 

and  win  not  ret  our  com  planted  before  tho  15th 
not  done  plowing  yet  Mam'  vh  ilo  ve  was  eating  breakfast  th 
-orninc-  denounced  vmir  port  of  the  country  dec(l)  arin^  sh*  would 
not  live  th  ore  for  th°  host  farm  near  the  pl^ce  ve  have  gust 
received  20  kinds  of  seeds  from  Few  v0rk  and  must  Vo  to  planting  them. 
Lettuce  peas  and  ^n 'one  look  frne  gooseberry  p-  Current  and  other 
Shrobberv  are  leafing  finelvand  -- 


L.achcvard  s  irf  ftCl 

C-rr  v es  J 


v; ell  nov7  vo  have  taken  a  look  at  the  prairie  fire  which 
s  icrh+r’here  i  +  cannot 


ls  a 


a  n  d 


co  anv  in.mrv 


is  Still  a  grand  Specto.de 
as  soon  as  he  <=  >ts  down  He 


IV ell  v  e  have  taken 
TTncle  John  is  extra,  mood 
is  alseep  He  talks  much 


mother 


lA'7. 


4  years  old) 
Sept  30th  /72. 


of 


1  o  ok  'an  d 
c  o nr any 

■F ° tng  to  ^regon  .and  take  a  homestead  T  think  he  arrears  to  be 
n  earer^  the  end  of  time  than  a  homestead  !Je  cannot  earn  his 
board  but  thinks  he  must  work  for  us  because  ’Je  has  srend  all  his 
money  He  is  grubbing.  Good  evening 

,  J.L  Fills. 

(bote  Thiele  John  ^mmfi.eld  was  at  this  time  64 


Vour  letter  cane  last  Friday  and  r  thought  of  writing  to 
vou  before  he  are  in  good  health  at  present  and  those  that  have 
rood  hoalthv  food  put  up  in  rood  order  and  olentv  of  it  are 
renerallv  veil  .  ’"ut  those  who  is  to  stingy  and  poor  to  live  are 
more  or  less  sick,  (veil  v:e  T  are  not  s'ck)  Though  'r  did  (eat) 
spoonful^i  poos  to  much  in  the  summer  have  not  any  desire  for  ?>nv 
°  ince.  stantou  has  a  new  waggon  Since  How' as  fcther  *et  V  wheel* 

some  but 

have 

op  r 


■*  VM 


-  *  ■  - -  -  •  .11  j  c  !  ,  _,cj  1.  ft.‘z  \j 

fall  on  Manda  and  broke  her  collar  Foneund  In  ised  her  sor 
not  seriously  hurt  .  Our  corn  is  in  order  for  gathering 
hear(d)  of  some  earn  in  Peri"/  for 


:hov 


6  e^r: 


Z>\7  C\ 

ftT°  i  mbors 
+ 


ve  irne; 


lbs 
some 


F.ov«ral  thousand  lbs  0f  .lust  such  corn  So  also  has  some  oi  toe 

.  come  to  their  senses  and  euit  belu 

no o i  n« .  u  i  tn  vanKoc  corn  v  o”ld  r  'O°nlkaro  tho  f  + 
frost  came  in  the  night  of  th?  26th  inst  and  corn  was"  ribe 


. 


— 


* 


■ 


•• 

■ 
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l*-?.  Cent 
how  Ts  that 


70  bushels  to  toe  acre  and  was  planted  Fay  22 


‘or  Iowa 


y  r 


Ve  have  more  Potatoes  and  nicest  ones 


yon  have  seen  in  yonr  life  We  have  only 
Svrno  give  half  for  matin?  Stanton  had 
-?n?  far  Nil  Poore  on  his  trick  non se 

tax  v;»  have  n^t  rot  the  receipt  yet 
as  sa^n  as  v^n  cm  mm**  to  th°  balance  on 
v^ve  teen  pay 'nr  70  pr  ct  on  $  30.00  for 

re  feel  like  getting 


to  ret  ont  of  the  scrape  sometime  and 
li 
P  r 

sore  Teaching  no  to  onr  hirh  com  "fact,, 

CIO  000  or  is  at ont  to  so  T  heard  yesterday 
Vovirs  p'Q  more  anon  -T.^.  It.  (ills) 


3  barrels  of  sorgnn 
05  galons  and  now  vo 
iram  worked  ont  yonr 
around  ‘j  3.4  5.  Now 
that  note  do  so  as 
a  year  and  won Id  lik 

a 


little  land  if  possible.  I  believe  land  will  gradually  rise 
ic<4hcre  and  never  ro  down  arain.  Tn  haste  for  town  Nv  toe 


A.P 


Nath  is 


;old 


T 

e 

in 

s  are 
for 


1  4o .  Pome  . 

Nov.  14th  1372. 

g  yxPraimt,t»’rdvrxridv'f?irm<'iy . 
yxxterday * 

Dear  Prother  and  Sister. 

T  thought  t  could  not  work  and  T  v;onld  write  yon  a  few  lines.  V/e 
are  in  reasonable  health  at  present  Came  from  Rudrov/s  day  before 
y  eeterday\?nd  the  Family  was  in  coma  on  health  tnt  Fzras  wife  died 
while  v;e  was  there  leaving  a  little  child  one  week  old  and  one 
1  year  old  to  be  carec  for  by  Wm  'r'  Nary  T  got  50  more  apple 
trees  got  a  bill  of  vonr  tax  015.13  no  penalty  until  the  first 
of  February  Tf  yon  want  anything  done  with  yonr  field  yon  ought 
to  have  ans’  am'’  me  before  as  this  is  one  time  of  the  year  that 
nen  look  for  land  to  farm  perhaps  if  you  take  part  of  the  produce 

tarke*  I  could 
which  would  cost  in  cash 
r  6t  less  than  Cl. 20  corn  aught  (here  )  to  1°  fed  to  cattle  or 
hods  ”:e  sold  C  ICO. CO  of  hogs  this  seasorland  have  50  head  left 
worth  mom  money  md  lots  of  com  left  to  feed  them  and  have  not 
rfe4  more  than  75  bushels  of  new  corn  have  very  little  old  corn 
left  this  is  a  winter  day  and.  not  one  half  of  the  com  in  the 
c  rib  v/e  have  20  1  oads  of  25  bushels  each  over  Peaver  to  gather 
vet  about  20  acres  here  around  the  house 
c  om  here  only  plow  the  ground  good  and  in 
th°n  good  seed  md  vour  com  linearly  raised 
more  than  he  can  gather  without  cold  fingers 
J  onni.es 
c lever  as 


Wheat  would  suit  yon  best  as  corn  is  expensive  to 
not  handle  ?t  in  wheat  becauselof  the  seed 


No  trick  to  raise 
the  right  time  and 
but  on  eta  an  can  raise 
he  called  at  old 


not-  give 
at. present 
in  Ferry 
item  7 


Kas 
e*re 
o '  /  r 
imm  e 


had 

been 

e 

V  J 

ick 

and  th 

e  ol 

C  J 

man 

shows  old 

age  nut 

and 

m  ind 

C  O' 

O  'j 

and 

alv; 

ays 

■g 

lad 

to  see  ns 

That 

not 

sold 

y 

et 

A .  P . 

Nath 

is 

d  i  d 

not  sell 

could 

ate 

poses 

• 

r>  -» 

O  L 

on 

Very 

litt 

le 

land  here  changing  hands 

nob 

Nest  i 

o 

is 

in  the 

Cold 

m 

?  n  e  s 

his  wife 

Is  here 

11  t 

nke  h 

is 

fa 

m  aga  i 

n  i  n 

T  • 

arch 

137d  T 

forgot  one 

a  "'a 

th  is 

is 

30 

ing  to 

£ 

£ 

o 

o 

CO 

w  ith  Hen rg/  <ja. 

rretts  v:  Ldov 

•o^gy 

(I  fa 

ar 

to 

n  ever 

retu 

m 

j 

I  have  jus 

tl  paid 

of 

v,h  tch 

v; 

as 

draw ing 

;  06 

pr 

ct 

2  Lnche 

S  of  snow 

.  and 

st  il 

1 

fall ing 

Yours 


ever 


V.  Ivl.XlS 
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Dear  °roth»r  and  Sister  v0urs  of  the  25th  3-  28th  Nov  came  to 
hand  day  before  yesterday  and  was  glad  to  hear  that  yon  was  in 
good  health  -n^we  lct  von  knov;  that  v.'e  are  enjoying  the  same  favor 
Nave  b^^n  gather 'nr  com  todavjbut  it  commenced  snow  ing  and  v/e 

qnit  at  25  bushels  abort  noor|vie  other  very  moderate  for  the  season 
and  has  b°en  very  fJne  the  past  week  we  have  abort  1500  brshels 
of  corn  fathered  abort  40  more  here  and 
making  very  near  2000.  50  ,fo?s  and  ? ips 


6 


abort 


-95  now 


.irst  common  fare  v-e  have 


7  acres  over  on  yonr  farm 
Our  T'arch  pigs  will  weigh 
not  a  chance  to  prsh  nigs 
ho  says  he  is  retting*  °0 

1  000  off  of  15  acres 

2  brshels  of  beans  that 


yet  with  choked  feed  Stanton  beats 
brshels  per  acre  ( x  must  get  mv  specs  ) 

b  esides  sorghum  potatoes  sweet  potatoes  _  „  _ ..  VI1 

t  saw  cannot  tell  how-  much  more  and  besides  all  this  he  has  a  woman 
that  boats  Hell  with  her  tongne  He  is  do  ir;g  well  no  mistake. 

Have  not  se^n  any  of  A.Ps  lately (Nath is )Sxpect  them  hero  p0nn 
Our  school  commences  next  I'ondav  then  Hi  learns  me  to  do  battle 
to  the  corn  field  let  me  say  heT  e  T  beleive  orr  corn  is  th°  be^t 
here  tVs  seasonal!  over  a  field  that  t  ever  gathered  in  and  onlv 


1C  cts  per  brshel  cash  '-togs  gross  ^  $  3.25 


11  cases  of  eoi- 


zootic  in  Perry  one  fatal  the  weather  has  been  very  favorable  the 

past  week  one  c-se  this  side  of  there  is  abort  well  without  r^c ine 

said  to  have  been  verv  malignant  Simply  bv  keeping  the  from  th« "* 
chill  cold.  Oh  yes  that  spring  appears  as  good  as  ever  tut  many 
wells  are  but  wells  Deter  is  rather  scarce  here  though  plenty"  in 
leaver  Hie  ^ridgo  t  cannot  tell  abort  there  are  many  Petitions 

in  this  County  and  the  bridge  p,,nd  is  overtaxed  at  present",  v^r.' 
max  amount  *  s°nt  was  taken  fro-  the  tax  book  and  ought  to  be 
exclusive  ef  Hoad  tax  °nd  if  no  mistake  has  occrred  is  though  T 
have  worke  mine  and  paid  it  in  money  but  will  try  and  get  it  retored 

by  the  Township  T  expect  old  Perk  will  charge  you  a  dollar  for 

are  very 
Tune 

Tusked  corn  for  a  farmer  near  there  for  the 


rv  me  *  owns  nip  1  expect  ole  Perk  will  charge  von  a  dolls 
that  wesjone  of  his  charges  against  the  estate  Land  sales  a 

dull  here  at  present  TTncle  Johnbremfield  left  here  last  r 
v  ent  to  *r — i — a  -  —  * 


oonsboro 

tusks  and  self  the"0  to  "’ranklin'  for  matresses  and  then  lo-e-t  for 
^h-'o  and  arrived  there  safe  so  •  e  heard,  -he  Roads  iF*b*ti®r  thm 
anv  Pike  T  ever  saw.  Rose  Nath  is  T  suppose  is  in  vorr  part  of  the 
County  riu  dro^s  are  v’ei  i  we  suppose  Amv  Vandergrift  wrote  us  a 

letter  since  ve  w;as  there  she  stated  she  thought  Hzras  little  bat-v 
would  not  live  long  Poor  old  Horace  Creelt  after  undoing  the  godd 

of  a  long  lifetime  appears  to  have  suddenly  been  removed  .  Ho1*' 

foolish  some  s~art  men  can  be.  T  did  not  win  or  lose  b’the 
election  as  T  had  (no)  wagers  out  but  if  r  had  T  should  have  won 
Ve  had  a  small  Social  Party  here  last  night  Nam  is  opposed  to 
d  an c  rn g  which  w  ould  have  pleased  the  young  Peoples  hV  is  V  iol  lining 
Forv  wants  her  bother  to  hear  from  us  occasionally  and  says  t*ll  her 

if  She  was  here  now  she  could  have  comfort  if  she  was  satisfied  to 

be  here  Re  have  the  nouse  nicely  plastered  and  a  good  stove  end 
plentv  of  wood  and  plenty  to  eat  ana  drink  vita  some  vnri*tvfand  her 

out  our 


selling  9  10.00  worth  of  eggs  and  butter  occasionally  he  lr 
f i nances  considerably  instead  of  buying  such  things 
to  do  j.Dhe  s^l^  O'7  lbs  of  butter  lately  ha^*  oh  out  20 

c  o  O 


we  have  had 


r  o 


fro- 


on 


c^'s  She  dr esses  h°r  old  Roosters  and 


more 
sh  in; 


to 

them 


milted  and  is  quilting  one  old  otQe 


ofljat  t  cts  pr  lb  -nd  hs 

(  comfortowlO  at  +his  moment  by  tieing  t  POid  aU  th-  v  nod  +h-t. 

7  ooul-  cut  las  v  inter  ~t  36.00  pr  cd  could  have  350  op  -ore  ?f ‘r  h 
h  sold  a  hogs  that  weighed  176?  lbs  at  *  cts  or'iiWn 

J™  ^out  600  lbs  for  market  and  16  more  could*  hashed  5  ct<= 

•-  ;  oul-  spoil  our  stock  3  more  that  will  make  300  soon. 


fey  -bother  TWnHeld  (>*.rv  V  7  111  ™ 

b edhnd  3  pillows  rirjd  v-s  ?6  rh^ok^  loo  sh£  hiis  raade 

.code  over  and  have  a  roast  *  ,c^s  1-xt  Do  you  wan 


a  new  faeth«r 
nt  to 


f . 


' 
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1£Q  Coat, 

Paper  to  email 


Yours  as  ever 


p-  Hary  Hills. 


nuD  following  is  written  around  the  edges  of  the  paper) 
t ovs  there : s  a  rare  sport  here* from  the  last  ot  October  till  cold 
ve'ath®r  ’shoot  in  ft  w  ild‘  ducks  and  geese  and  then  catching  musk 
rats  might  take  1  CCC  pelts  worth  1c  cts  flesh  good  for  -  ■ 


The  an ov  Mizzard  v;'th  onlv  \  inch  9  oclock  PH  Hi  is  at 
s  inginc’’  school  and  T  am  going  to  Fed. 


i 

T  thought  that  T  wrote  yon  teforejthat  v'e  v>'^s  ^t 
ago  tut  i 'arv  say?  T’  did  not  tut  so  it  was  and 
V;hiie  we  was  t  iere  and  left  two  children  one  , 
tut  one  week  old  that  was  the  one  Amy  spoke  of 


Bud raws  four  v  eeks 
Fzras  wife  died 
one  year  the  other 
in  her  letter 


to,  us  she  was  ’Vats  on  Slaughters  daughter  ’.Vat  and  the  Hu  lings 
are  in  Kansas  T'arv  wants  to  know  (where  )  you  haul  water  from. 


1 .50 .  Perry  Dallas  Co  Iowa  April  20"  73. 

Dear  brother  the  aresent  date  finds  us  in  reasonable  health 
and  we  hope  that  you  are  enjoying  the  same  blessings  I  was  over 
to  Harys  today  and  she  says  that  you  want  a  letter  from  me  and 
I  suppose  you  forget  that  voufowe  me  a  letter  (but  that  dont 
amount  to  anything)  and  t  will  try  to  write  you  one  The  spring 
here  has  bpen  rather  cool  and  backward  last  week  it  drizzled 
from  s^ndav  evening  till  thursday  morning  and  a  little  snow 
mixed  along  with  it  T  had.  my  wheat. all  sowed  before  that  and  all 
of  it  is  up  an'"1  begins  to  show  quite  a  distance  Some  of  it  was 

sowed  about  the  20th  of  T'arch  T  have  in  22  acres  -Some  are  not 
done  sowing  vet  ’Ve  ha^e  about  ^2  acres  under  cultivation  and 
will  try  to  have  some  more  broke  this  summer  I  am  putting  my 
fence  on  the  line  between{you  and  me  this  sprinnbu tiding  post  and 
rail  T  had  mv  land  surveyed  the  line  between  x'sxaxx  you  and  me  is 
about  where  T  thought  it  was  T  am  also  fencing  pasture  f t  my  hog$ 
claves  horses  p-c  in  the  °outh  Fast  corner  containing  °  or  10 
A  T  dont  think  Tle  work  much  at  my  trade  this  summer  T  find 
so  much  to  ^o  at  home  we  s^ld  11  bushels  of  wheat  the  other  day 
at  95  and  some  corn  at  15  in  the  v  inter  we  sold  three  loads  of 
corn  for  fuel 


22nd  Snowing  this  morning  as  though  it  meant  business  T  f  T  were 
able  Tde  like  to  buy  10  or  15  acres  more  timber  of  you  but  I  am 
not  able  and  besides  T  have  plenty  for  the  present  purposes 
ITo  more  at  present  S(tanton)  J .  Brumfield. 

Tell  T'other  and  Idartha  Jane  how  de  do  for  me.  S.J.  B. 

151.  Jan  3rd  1274. 


Dear  TTncle  and  Aunt  T  am  well  and  prospering  finely  and  hope  you 
are  the  sa^e  Father  and  T'other  have  gone  down  to  Adel  to  stay 
a  day  or  two  with  Lida  Lida  and  her  man  have  moved  to  Adel 

and  he  is  working  at  his  trade  which  is  Dentistry  he  c^me  up 


tuesdav  to  Perry  and  made  ^19.00  in  two  days  we  had  f 
Christmas  came  uo  Christmas  ^orninv  .and  ”ncle  S 


anr'1  mane  came  down  and  we  had 
up  t n  T'athises  in  the  eavnugg 
meeting  .T  am  go  ing  to  school 
good  but  we. are  getting  along 


a  fine  t i^e  "bid rows  and. 
and  had  a  regular  hoss  ier 

at  are sent  our  Tench'*1’'  is 
ver/  well  for  all  that 


‘n@  t  imes 
tan ton 
T'  went 

Tn«hYery 


. 
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o 


151  Cnnt .  to  sho"-  how  much  v  o  have  gained  in  the  last  s  ;x  vo-rc 
B  Tx  years  a^o  the  Fist  of  last  September  v.e  pitched  cnr>  tent  ^ndo 
Fome  o^k  trees  Vth  a  sprtrtof  males  two  cows  and  a  new\va^oH  nna  ‘Gr 

p -.on  ha'i  all  of  our  mood s  brought  fro"1  moving  on  a  _ 

(there  ir  an?ar®ntlv  some  of  the  letter  missing*  here)  which 
v  ery  few  after  the  freight  was  paid  we  had  two  dollars  ond  -  as 

left  to  b,iW  a  hc.se  on  -on  con  -..ess  v:e  dM  not  *et  r/Vorse  •» 

•  / £  v; ant  to  v o r k  v -  i t h  a  will 


half 


v  .*rv  s-on  >vith  t  aat  amount  of  money 
and  soon  had  enough  potatoes 
m  oney  then  to 
1  ive  in  v.’h  i  ch  v* 


D  r>Vod 


,,”g  potatoes  some  vheet  and  corn  end  a  ldtlV-gL 
v,ork  **  went  strain  to  hr  lid  some  kind  of  a  tones  b 
os  s-on  completed  and  was  12x12  feet  swws  S t! 

»  ^  rh  +  '  /-x  -r\  +  ^  T  —  i.  .  o  ■>  r  i  _  .  -  ^tljU  V.  O 


our  mention  the  r  1st 


t  in^  little  snows.  before  ^  e 


of  Fov ember 


tnd 

but  '"a  had  several 


v  ot\  end  hist  ~»adp 


moo 


’■e.eo+  in  tne  noose  Father  went  to  t 

d  1  iv mg  anc  that  ,v;as  all  in  the 

C  ri  S~l  *  •  •  b  va  «  J  'I  i.  *  -  J  i  -  • 


anVgb  4?CC  tofoof8  "f /^cov df&VS!S?  to.\lllto*' 

tv  8™  *r>r*>k  "  v:e  did  not  ?alse  annfh^to 
i  n-Ir  Lc/pF  ,.):?rb'Ai.;Ff  -•  -f  ^  k-  SV 

,  . /;*  “  -'-C5n  -  -  pr me  ..  e  bou-mt  a  couple  rnora  of  'li  re  ^  • 
nens  -d  with  th»-  ;n  +  h«  +v,^  +'  •  ‘  J  L*s  an^  o  is- 

V’en  soeie  700  b.shels  ofFoin  fndTgood’"cal?i!-?ftty 


tf&S’SkSX  ofFh.  ;kn?^dm^./nteFtF?iP2/rv;  of  thc 

from  -T-rem  'Mir,  son  of  doe'  and'  -'Ivy  mils'  for hLPLF'P  ^  • ly 
had  di°d  previously  )  Y  l±±'  ’  lo  °  -ier  Cl  if tnn 


152. 


I  torch  7th  1774. 


near  brothers  Voiirs  of  Feb,  4th  case  to  hand  in  dne  ♦  w  -,r,d 

Z°*l  T;  bb::fv;0;;",p;r-?'-p  ---  -•  ^tm*8 

-en  to  Adef  5£t  'S 

'one1  Irson'm^bh  h0V?  Fe  •&  «W.L  Vb  i  ^  ' 

With  mh?dt^tnd.PioeVthe  mptisbf8  .Tone  wFldC?,ii 

an  Organ  m  use  m  +ha  church  ‘  ^  -  1  1GF  h^ve 

or  ^  T  ov.mp  'iroV  V  r  h0x6.:::  If  that  was  all  her  sons 

fool  i-:vo  clocTim^ho-^  h  v  l11,  seehov;  nervous  my  hand  is  t 

norths  one  was  attended  with  fhvndtr  -nd  i  «->♦/  ?  ??ln  Ior  fn”r 

Tail  *  then  s=h:vbi  ;i?f  vnd  follo.ee  tv 

’  x-1'n  •nr-1  !>  -c"  lo”  5,1 1  sno  until  this  afternoon 


F  T)  ov 

- -  •  ■  -  -  *  *  i  •  *  -  v. .  i  .  _l  »-r ' --%±  x  '  ]  1  ^  1 1 X-  c 

A  fins  dav  tut  t  -,r  staying  in  the  hnnse  fcec 

-°eweda'*  by.S5’rhtnf'  5lnd  cooll!1~  of-"  sodden  "he  corn  t..e  h.„ 
eloreo  no  at  40  cts  or  ho  and  haoled  2  loads  to  town  Sold 


:se  of  a  severe  cold 


+ he .balance  for  ourselves  at  the  average 


making  175  ^  5/?  bushels 


weight  of  th 


kept 
2  loads  all 


Tn  a  few  days  more  will  scatter  some 


’  t  S  n  F)  ^ 


as  mu ci  corn  I.arv  makes 


wheat  on  your  farm  *10  acres  or  o- 

butter  that  commands  7Qcts  or  rh  v._  _ ,  •  — < . - 

,  -j.  -  ^ JI  -lc  •■, e  are  in  reasonablp  hopitw  t 

m-st  Stop  you  cannot  r«ad  such  writing  10  n -'a  -1  1 

Hespectfullv  vours 

■T  75  Fills 


Was  at  iathisses 
lot  of  fat  cattle 


4-1 


ioy  v?ere 
jo  Id  at  A 


all  well  ^nd  making  money  a 
•3/4  deliver  the  1st  of  fay 


me 


endorsement  on  vour  note  i« 
veb  12th  is 7^  heed' 
d  o 1 1 ars . 


as  follows 

m  the  within/  Seventy  four  25/100 


1  ^ 


P  fmr  -roth'-r  *  Fagiily 


Perry  June  2nd  1774 
thought  a  few  lines  would  not  come  amiss 


— 


J* 


Prunfield  Fam  Llv  Letters 


Wf 


’  )  o 


'..tt 


„f  not  importance  V/e  are  all  in.  ow  renal  health 

though  oi  nox.  'T'K'-i  -  -  fpolir]ff  th®  worse  for  nard  toil  in  years 

*r L  v  con? ' ■•‘er-.hl-.'  von,  <f  v;e  'nod  some  of  the  young  grease 
that  ha»  taen  misaoolied  to  oil  onr  10‘nts  feel  as  thongr.  v:e  Shfluld 
feal  much  --onne-er  'Sit  to  te  careless  and  wasteful  so  vs  our 

Tf  -  o  roiOd  know  all  onr  events  of  lue  lorty  years  m 

■f nt'iri tv  vo  eou  1  r  avoid  men 

1  I.  •  l  J  -  v  '  *  -  ^  .  i _ _  . .  ^  +  7  1  ii-/o  o  -r»-r»  iiro  o  T  +  on  non  ■  no  +  i-,  ^  j  x 


affliction  Put  as  Old  Father  Far lan 
Coid  it  cannot  "te  known  until  we  arrive  at  the  per  L  od  then  it 


$  p  t0  !qte  ?r  toll  young  neonle  the  troth  They  cannot  appreciate  it. 
mir  crops  look  reasonable  veil  considering  the  drouth  we  have  not 
had  a  ram  that  thoroughly  wet  the  ground  for  twelve  months  dr  tut 
a  small  proport  ion  "or  P  years  compared  with  the  average  T  wrote 
^hat  y*v»r  f  mid  d  mine  was  io f  ned  hv  water  so  it  was  tut  the 
melted  snow  water  rfcn  oj(f)beca,,se  the  frost  was  in  the  ground Tce  treks 
in  e  h  ^  (']",hpjr  ^r  on  e  d  overflow  was  the  result  only  2A  hours 

no  re‘n  smee  ^round  ooen  and  loose  very  dry  .  "ut  last 
evening  the  thickning  clouds  *  our  rheumatic  lints  indicated  rain 
ane  atj,  dark  it  commenced  moderately  and  continued  call  night  &.  until 
P  oclock  At  *•  appearance  of  more  the  ground  is  tut  slightly  no  1st- 
pxi°d  not  more  than  2  inches  deen  but  we  are  tnant^xul  <hent  <k 
rats  are  in  good  condition  at  present  Hene^ral  G.F.  Hendricks 
of  Fat  on  oh  io  has  teen  Spend  in  ■fi  early  a  v/eek  with  us  He  is  an 
old  acquaintance  of  John"  and  Henry  Heff  J  man”  others  of  Vi inches  ter 
vras  torn  at  Comder  ?  knows  nearly  all  in  Preble  Co  Ohio  Pleasant 
v  Hh  Him  He  is  General  Agent  for  a  large  amount  of  non  resident 
land  in  this  and  other  counites  in  th  :.s  Statejleft  with  me  several 
+ h ou e and  acr®s  to  sell  from  010.00  to  15.00  pr  acre  Your  road  tax 
is  JO. 00  hheat  here  is  £0.fi£xl00Coro  .50  Oats  40  Potatoes  $1.00 
a  tl.5dcoffee  25  a  33  Sugar  Standard  A  .11  Fgers  .10  Putter  .14 
Stantons  tabv  is  sick  (cutting  teetn)  quite  sick  1  ! enry  Oylers 

cousin  lives  2  miles  SF  of  here  in  sight  "homas  Gilmore  has 
move  here  have  seen  him  once  has  in  a  crop.  ('ole  this  "’homes 
O  ilmore  would  te  th®  grandson  of  Ann  ^mmf ield (dt  of  Favid)  and  ner 
husband  John  Gilmore,  through  their  son  eorge  ^-ilmore  and.  his 
wife  Jane  Lvons)  Hr  and  Lice  was  here  "  unday  was  well  Hud  rows 
r,  well  tut  Fill  he  is  married  1'athisses  health  as  usual 
fen c in?  in  all  his  land  He  have  a  little  toy  -Villi*  Cutler 

(crandson)  keepinsr  for  his  health.  Our  test  respects  to  all 

.T.P.  Hills  and  TTarv  Hills. 


J-  o  • 


Ferry  Fee.  10th  1374. 


Fear  Frother  p  Sister. 

vrnrs  of  the  1st  Inst  came  to  hand  in  three  days  r’he  sad  news  ^ 
of  bereavement  of  our  Relatives  had  teen  received  in  advance  of 
yours  letter  hav  ing  been  dated  *Tov  25th  Hm  J  Flisateth  .They  have 
r>nr  sincere  sympathy  also  our  acquaintances  of  your  Vicinity. 

( TTote  •  th  is  bereavement  would  be  the  death  of  Soran  Jane  -ranson, 

(*.  ^  of  Flizabpth  ( Brumfield ,  ^ranson)  Clenny  by  ner  i  irst  murraige . 
Thi'Q  eri’rl  married  5-25-13^1  to  Geroge  F  Cook  at  Lakeville  Tnd .  _  She 
^  icm/i  ary*  Tc  buri®d  at  Lakevill®  Cemetery;  at  Lakeville.  ) 

v;e  aro  en.iov ins  s^od  health  excent  Rheumatism  He  are  both 
a-f’f*l •? cted  in  -an®  should ®r  each  T  met  v'ith  a  i-  ishan  tnis  noon 
r  would  no  to  vour  farm  and  burld  a  pen  of  some  Stakespot  m  use 
p,  cot  my  oh  ’  eke  a  trap  on  it  as  Fary  was  desirous  to  have  some 
oh  nut  half  v,ov  siloed  and  fell  and  struck  my  hip  on  a  frozen  knot 
tVu^ht  T  would  not  reach  the  House  can  hardlv  walk  at  present 
iv,c>\on  1^5  lbs  >  t  esked  yon  to  look  over  the  amount  vetxesnj.F 

«>»*  t h»re  to  .•;ey-*kl2^n^v,',:|P3fvinI0yout?ijli<,sItisfalUoK 


c  or^^ct *  on . 


am  u leaser 


T>  rum  Pi °  Id  Fom  ilv  Letters 


i  • 


a^ont  your  gra  i.n  had  this  season  been  favorable 

b 
h 


been  ont  of  debt  here  with  vonr  corn  left  vh  ich  t  ham  cribbed 
h  or-p  rf  T  could  have  looked  throng  'i  futurity  t  o  the  preset 

t  iaie  *vcur  rorm  v,'on  If  nave  teen  tv  ce  its  oresent  size  Louisa 


ron  would  h  av  e 

d 

ent 


+  > 


cne 


e  avs  an  T  a  Oran  per  The  none  is  objectionable  'r  belong  to 

’Fat^n0'  of  "husbandry  - and  ro If  my  hops  gross  for  3  £.20  nrZ 

100  lbs  ^700  +oaa  ,£0  From  the  action  of  the  Ch  icago  * Foard 

of  trade  it  is  inferred  there  nay  be  a  comer  on  corn  here  aft^r  ta° 
Pork  is  about  ah  1  in  it  last  from  one  to  3  weeks  watch  & 

i  <  <>.  !  ^  r-%  T  • 

-L 

sweat  mnn  ing  down  ■  ,y 

face  in  streams  T  v’sh  not  for  snow  --  caused  my  fall  th ?s  noon 
ary  before  she  gets  them  curious  fits  to  prepare  for  tne(wF 
little  FI '.tv  that  is  good  for  fits  Hi  is  going  to  town 
TTve  to  Stoo  T  would  write  more  dark 


ne  know  t  riot  in  a  Hurry  Von  are  ahead  of  ns  in  Sleighmg 
Snowed  a  little  l~st  night  roing  fast  sweat  mnn ing  down  ny 


Tell 
Fat  a 


Resoects  to  all 


J.P.  *  M.  Fills 


15 


C  O 


Home  Perry  Kov.  16th  /7k . 


SirT  have  been  tr/ ing  to  make  ont  a  statement  of 
*h  is  morning  ITy  Prain  seems  thick  and  will  refer  0 


Fr  Prunfield 
onr  accounts 

t^  von  Please  find  note  inclosed 


the  same 


off 


er?d  von  as  a  d  iscsnnt 


have  charged  9  pr  ct  interest 


balance  on  note 

Tnterest 
Road  tax  2  vears  — 

v onr  wheat  - 

Oats  - 


3  31.35 
32.03 
IF .  30 

3  75. 6^ 
21.76 
11.97 

3  .33.75 


yon  ore  aware  that  T  sold  the  samll  grain  because  it  got  vet  got 
6°fr  for  the  vheat3  cts  above  price  Oats  25  x  may  be  required  to 
moke  a  new  fence  on  the  east  of  the  field  next  spring  thought  I 
had  better  make  the  posts  this  winter  and  if  they  season  a  year 
before  sett  inm  toev  will  be  vofth  as  mnch  more  for  lasting  in  the 
ground  Expected  to  do  some  gathering  of  com  v.  1th  six  nands  and 
2  teams  but  ra  in  commenced  felling  at  3  oclockth  is  morning  and 
continued  at  this  time  10  ocloek  Sold  my  hogs  for  35220  pr  ICO 
gross  average  2°0  t  guess  t  sol^  too  soon  have  2k  left  d-  out  # 
of  meat  have  some  tonight  T  think  Louisa  did  you  ascertain  by  His 
picture  if  his  mustache  was  painted  on  or  real  I'rs  I’ary  Fills 
s 1 ipt  off  to  Adel  an'*  bought  a  new  cook  stov°  for  3^ .00  Come  home 
sent  me  for  it  Let  Fary  Rud.rov;  talked  with  her  all  in 
reasonable  health  T  have  b*en  appealed  to  for  help  from  Frassho operc 
e  »t  ?T'  Kansas  by  an  h  on  amble  acquaintance  He  says  he  has  prop^tty 
that  h®  cannot  leave  on lv  asks  t ne  lorn  of  3  25. GO’  do  want  to 
help  him  but  am  hard  up  Ve  must  help  Hi  nay  for  his  lind  r  wish 

v  'nr  bottom  over  the  leaver  \gas  broke  ”p  T  believe  near  ICC  bushels 
o ^  com  could  to  re 
com  next  season 


is e^  on  i+l’/ill  plant  the  whol 
i  1th  another  (  not®  this  lot 
Cf^-'od  with  secienc  =  of  mger^c*  as  "emended) 


e  of  vonr  field  in 


ter  :ias  not 


'sen 


Dear  proth°r  ■*-  Sister.  v ours  containing  thotaevs  of  the  death 

o  f  Feorge  Folcroft  was  reed  some  time  ago  and  nave  teen  as  now  not 
much  to  write  about  at  present  He  still  have  good  health  l  arv 
and  T  core  afflicted  v  ith  reumatism  vh  ich  does  not  affect  cut  healh 
otherwise  Saw  uncle  Fonnv  a  week  ago  Still  on  his  pins 
Some  complaining  iollv  as  ever  dont  like  salary  steal  credit 
Fobil-r  Swindle  and  many  such  dishonorable  acts  of  the>  Admin  is tration 
Party  Martin  Slaughter  was  to  start  for  your  oart  of  tne  Country 


— 


- 


^rumfield  Family  Letters 


CO 

i 


last  Fonday  m-ke  go od  care  of  aim  we  torn  him  over  to  you 
Hoos  iers - 

Such  things  have  "become  suspicions  since  the  lac!y  in  the  next  Pev; 
dropped  one  of  her  eyebrows  p  a  young  get leman  thought  it  v;as  one 
of  h  iAl'ust  aches  .hist  try  and  appreciate  his  bad  fee  lings  and 

warn  vour  boys  Fowls  here  have  not  been  very  profitable  th*s 

Season  dvinm  with  cholera  hogs  eating  tnem  •c>-  forming  a^bad  hab't 
of  °atin^  Farys  ducks  p-  "urkeys  *  my  Pigs  loss  8  200.00  T  nafcked * 
v  mr  note  canceled  If  it  falls  into  anv  body  ^Ise  hands  all  Vi  vet 
Resoects  and  friendship  to  all  *T.r'.  "  jhr/  Fills 


PS 


Farv  cant  come  Ah is  season -  IP 


Perry  Tow  a  Fov.  21"  1875 


De-.r  brother  we  ire  veil  at  present  an*  exoerienc int-  sm»  or»tt- 
c^ld  weather  This  mommeF'e  got  m  our  last  load  of  corn  y^t4dq v 
TJave  about  1^00  bushels  left  after  fatting  17  hogs  pr^t+y  fs  it 
corn  only  a  little  chaffy  or  light  ray  circumstances  or*  such  th-t 
T  had  better  net  think  of  byying  any  of  vonr  timberat  pr^^ent^  *t 
agent  yesterday  in  town  if  he  had  anv  chances  of  sellin- 
timber  and  he  said  he  had  his  name  is  Harlan  von  can  aeehis' " 


•  e  in  +h^>  Chief  if  you  take  it  vet 


n 

b  est  agent  for  T  don 
4  hat  land  to  Fart  in 
^  Ot  the 


T  cant  tell  you  which  is  the 


t  know  but  T  can  tel]  you  one  that  nelped  sell 
his  nam a  is  Cordell  the  other  mar/  that  ~ 


H  arlan 


ot ner  7] 00  does  not  live  here  now the  reason  that  t  spoke  bto 
s  * nat  T  thougnt  he  was  doing  a  good  business  and  seems  tote 
a  .g^ntl^man  He  said  for  you  to  send  your  price  on  the  timber 
o’/,/  -'r}*  y'  ithont  it  as  some  persons  might  want  land  and  all 

Sen-  ’t  eitn-r  to  him  or  me  T  havefl  tr?ed  to  sell  vour  timber 
and  some  m*n  have  sa  id  they  would  c^e  to  so®  ?t  but  nav«r  h«^e 
-here  has  b®en  lots  of  land  sold  around  here  this  season  "but  /oale 
seom  to  care  tut  little  for  timber,  prairie  improved  has  so  Id ''at 
\  -C.'  C'  Pr  c?cre  most  everybody  he®  burn  cnla  Coni 

;  t  :c  cts  pr  bushel  at  the  bmk  4'  or  5  miles  fr^Vr-  ICO  ~ 

busae]  s  las  t  s  our  school  /i  months  in  winter  and  ®n-u  -m  left  f0- 
coo!  days  in  summer  -od  fall  school  he  have  8  or  P  months  of  echoft 
n  ere  in  .he  year  Fy  advice  to  you  would  be  to  sell  vour  timber  with 
oul  tne  lano  .or  if  vou  keep  the  Place  the  land  v.oul'd  come  in  ^0d 
play  for  pasture  '  '  -  1  •:  -UJ 

vours  truly  S.,T.  Frumfieia  . 


15' 


Lakeville,  Tnd.,  Fov.  73rd  1875. 


pr*r  Mother  -p-  Sister:  after  some  delay  T  take  the  p^eo^nt 

opertun itv  to  let  you  know  that  we  are  all  well  w'Jm  .^.v 

he  san,?  ^ot  the  riext  fr'day  rfter  ieav>no- Vnc£'4+ 

pnntc,,r  r-coy  ™ts  anH  featherr  it  Plymouth  all  rJt'e"  c“^ 

$»£  Kr 

70 .*  ,n/.V??c  Set  it  records  and  take  care  of  -ft 

ill  la™  o  Clenny  +o  G  A  L.  ~rumf  ield 

^  Perry  Tov.a  Sept  7"  1876 

,1-  +T1  L  '  ,.-,-^FFDr0F"r  a  7™  that  've  been  vork-rP  for  so- 


1  5°  .  (A  Post  card) 


S  . 


. 

v,..- 

■ 
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Perry  Tov.a  Nov.  29  th  18(7c 


Dear  brother  Since  writ  ini?  to  yon  last  I’onday  2  men  came  to  me  A 
and  \vant°d  to  see  vonr  timber  We  v|j(Qt  over  it  I  told  them  that 

von  was  ask  in-'  S30  per  A  for  10  A  on  the  north  end  of  the  60  ,\  and 
they  did  not  see^  to  like  the  looks  of  it  there  was  not  enough  ott 
t  imber  on  to  suit  th«m  when  we  came  ont  to  the  next  they  'took 
a  fancy  to  the  comer  of  ti  mber  on  it  nn-  t  think  von  conic*  sell  it 
to  them  at  a  fair  pricehnd  keen  the  land  there  is  about  20  oak 
trees  on  it  t  dont  think  there  is  2  A  of  it  T  told  them  that  t 
thought  it-  wort  S65.00  .just  the  timber  and  T  believe  they  would  F've 
it  bv  hav  in?  that  corner  cnt  of  rf.he  field  could  be  made  sonars  and” 
it  voiild  help  the  looks  of  the  place  my  advice  vonld  be  to  sell^i't 
T  a^  well  acquainted  with  one  of  the  men  he  allows  to  fence  a  ^0 
between  here  and  tv.’cn  in  the  spring  T  dent  believe  +  hey  would  cnt 
across  tho  i  he  or  toko  that  that  cent  belong  to  them  in  fact  T 
bo  14 eve  the  time  has  past  for  stealing  timber  around  here  T  thmk 
they  would  not  want  a  very  Ion-  time  to  get  it  off  6  or  12  months 
p'brhpas  ’.rite  and  let  me  know  what  you  think  of  it 

Yours  truly 

S(tanton)  J.  Frumfield 


160. 


Perry  Larch  14th  1276. 


T  exoect  you  have  been  look  in?  for  a  line 
T  'nave  been  waiting  to  see  if  Something  v on  1  d 


D°ar  Froth  or  ^  Sister 
fro4io  t*or  son-  time 

turn  favorable  for  the  Sale  of  your  timber  ’but "alas' noth ing "vet ! 

I'v  man  Shin  would  have  bought  the  third  five  acr-s  from  th°  North 
end  of  jth°  p0  but  T  told  him  T  could  not  sell  it  as  von  had  not 
ordered  it.  "hat  10  acres  has  not  any  oak  timber  on  it  and  that  is 
v' hat  ( i  s )  wanted  I  will  ssv  again  that  if  it  was  t  vould 

sen  any  amount  any  where  of  the  40  of  timber  but  first  nut  it  in 
share  to  show  the  10  co”ln  not  have  been  got  at  to  is  winter  t scarf*  se 
of  the  water  and  ;c-  T  sold  one  acre  of  mine  for  S70.C0  cash  th-re  ~ 
have  be-n  thousands  of  posts  hauled  from  the  D-smo^n  Wer  th*s  v;  in  ter 
and  a  no  or  t  ime  to  haul  at  that  A  man  living  there  says  they  are  ^ 

cut-in?  of_  t  ie  timber  fast  -;ust  think  12  miles  of  country  up  p-  do — 
the  raver  to  be  fence'  out  of  that  Desmoin  timber  cannot  last  Ion?. 


4 

4 


■  ou 


IV 


len  .j o oi  an'5  1  nt  it  (toe  ten  acres)  a  Stranger  comes  h°r° 

Pat*  or  _ _ _ 


$ 

* 

$ 

V 


n°  vent  hunt  for  another  T  -xo-ct-d  to  sell  5  acres  to  2  men 
brothers  p  would  if  T  could  have  moved  3  or  A  oak  trees  on  it. 

trice  to  tell  you  T  dad  an  agent  in  Perry  to  send  anv  men  to  n- 
thot  timber  and  m.p.  Hendricks  who'  is  selling  thousands  '  of 

aCj.es  d ~  lane  all  over  th  is  St&te  he  nut  5  CCO  acr«es  in  nv  han^s 
tn  r'p11  have  sold  some  in  this  vicinitv  This  v  inter  ecuals  vour- 
f 'r  mud  This  win  iter  at  this  time  we  are  having  a  Severe  storm 
fro-  N.F.  of  --ind  Snow  hail  d-  in  ^eaverCcre-k)  for  th*  / /6th* 

-f  the  t  in-  this  winter  has  been  impass  >’blo  r-acrYu"  from  ’mr  f;0-n‘c 
to  youm  r-nd  ice  all  th-  distance  fra-.  2  to  5  inches  tVck  t'“ 
hago  a  lot  of  stove  wood  under  it  out  of  s’Vht  t  Co”ld  not  show 
rnuch  more  than  -  of  vonr  land  now  and  cent  sov  much  Dr  sh--- 
maker  ^(Albert)  has  none  +o  Colorado  l.'arv  left  yesterday  on  the 
csrs  for  Ad-1  David  Thstie  has  bought  ~obXs  farm  v  ?  1 1  move 

-fri  a  coupl-  of  weeks  von  know  the  Kill  south  of  hero  \-t  tc‘{0 
bn  broke  th  ■  s  season  t  Can  c-nnt  3  CCC(?  ac-eS  of  1-nd  South ’and 
Fast  of  "$  within  2--  that  has  ^e-n  sold  in  12  months  Vou  would  ntt 
know  which  wav  to  start  for  Foone  there  is  so  much  innrov-m-nt' 
h  e  areand  hav-  been  -n.ioving  good  health  this  winter  T  feel  T  would 
1  i < to  go  ■=  nr  kill  an o  calo  ''bout  10  Sioux  Di.iuns  as  mv  share  of 


$ 

4 


S 

v» 

* 

V 


-v 

s. 

\> 


business 


+  ’ 


t  h-r 


Raid  th  rs 


and  v.e  have  time  will  1 


e  t  vou  know 


ours  as  ever 


.  Pills. 


- 


_ 


_ 
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100. 


Lancaster,  Ohio .bo v  6th  1S76 


Strother  ^rumfield 

Winchester,  tndiena 

Deer  S’r  Your  letter  of  the  20th  kxx  inst  was  reed  about  a  wee.-: 

ago  and  as  bother  wishes  me  to  write  a  reply  to  the  same  r  willcb 
so.  Your  letter  found  ns  all  well  as  usual  y;  as  glad  to  hear 

l’rom  you  why  cont  you  cone  in  and  see  us.  It  would  only  take  you 
a.  few  hours  to  -eke  the  trip  Tn  regard  to  ”ncle  John  bother  sa^s 
that  T  ncl«  Thomas  Hunter  and  us  have  keot  him  about  4  years  fcetwaenh 
th^  two  families  and  tried  every  way  ve  co-id  po^-iM- 

+  Vnk  of  to  ’.rwe  him  save  his  money,  but  he  would  lister! o  no  one'"'  *' 

As  soon  as  he  would  bet  a  little  money  he  would  take  a  t r*o  to  Kenc-q 
V)V  elsewhere  and  be  back  here  in  ten  days  or  two  weexs  brnk*  Vithout 
monev  bother  told  him  time  and  again  what  would  be  the  result  tho 
ray  ho  was  doing  that  he  would  be  without  nonev  Ybe  friends  about 
here  have  done  all  they  w  *11  do  for  him  That  h«  is  ho  aion®  ^  +o 
blame  -nd  he  will  have  to  stand  it.  If  his  friends”thp^o  are  so’ 

-s  ituated  that  thev  cannot  keep  hlr|l.et  him  bo  to  the  ooor  farm  "  beh 
had  a  trial  of  him  nd  do  not  want  another  .  Times  are  vorv  dull 
here  and  hard  .  i’onev  hard  to  get  hold  of  .  bother  talked  0'^ 
v-u  a  visit  thws  fall  but  she  *s  afraid  to  start  this  Into  iTi‘tW^eocon 
on  account  of  cold  weather  She  thinks  she  win  likelv  go  mit  +h«re 
in  tho  spring  t  hone  you  will  excuse  bad  writing  and  mistakes 
as  t  had  a  very  poor  pen  to  write  with  brite  again  and  r  v  -ill 
write  you  a  more  interesting  letter  What  is  population  of  " 

\v  -n Chester 

T  am  ir  ver/  respectful lly  yours 

L.".  Hunter,  Lancaster,  Ohio. 


16?. 

br  S,  Prumfield 
Dear  Prother 
w  as  v e rrv  sic k 
^-b  other  was  to  die 


Lakeville  Pad.,  Jan  ‘29th  1877. 


vereceived  a  card  from  Molly  saying  that  bother 
I  tellegraph  to  you  from  Lapaz  to  let  us  know  if 
T  will  now  say  that  there  is  a  telegraph  office 


at  Lapaze  T  have  made  arrangements  with  a  friend  at  Lanaze  to 
have  tho  dispatch  sent  to  melif  one  comes  be  shall  look  for  a  letter 
from  vou  soon  Sledding  here  ever  s  inco  the  first  of  Pec.  last 

be  are  all  well. 

bm.Clenny  to  Strother  nrumfield. 


but  is  getting  very  soft  today 

*  Ncieu  Prun  JU'/S 


163. 


Pear  brother 
to  write  to  you 
baa  p 

at  present  and  hope  you  are  the  same  be  are  so  rrv  to  hear  of 


T  find  that  T  am  very  careless  about  writing  letters 


Larch  4th  1877. 

Perry  Towa. 

After  a  long  silence  -  again  have  the  opportunity 
that  is  t  t  have  the  will  to  write  to  you  for 

^  j.kol,ki*s  b;e  are  all  will 

-  .  -  _  _ w  v  g  O TT*V 

bothers  sickness  but  suppose  she  is  better  before  this  Th*  he-lth 
^  community  here  seems  to  be  good  y/e  had  dai*gh+ful^ 

v.?qt  .  for  a  —nth  tho  last  dny  of  two  is  has  teer/snov in~ 

;b  I.;,'  /  «  MtchscJ  onto  tne  sled  and  -.vent  to  church 

g’1’L  on4hon—  tn  the  fine  weather  that  we  have  been  having  rt 
v,as  1-O  x  Y  T  finiehy  nn^  pnt  it  rp  f„r  4  130.00  I  Jke  cen- 
std.raMe  fnm  •  tore  hot  — nt  often  >tet  any  none.yjfor  it  n-e  hired  ? 

.  r’;iere  is 
The  ground  ; 


hon^  to  t°nd  the  piece  at  .81-.  a  nonthfor  9  months 
considerable  fear  of  grasshoppers  herein a  next  season 


P  ret  tv  w*  11  filledj-ith  eggs, 
were  to  sae  .us  the  first  aar+ 

’'onr.o  truly, 

(bote  in  ‘Pidian's  nan-":  M>’utt  'oe  b-ry 
Aunt  Hannah  and  Thcb  Pill  'Roberts on) 


T7nclo  Pill  and 

f  +nro  v  inter  . 

O 


Aunt  Pannah  Robertson 


1  ( t  an  t  on )  J .  J~  rj-  f  i  r>  .id  , 

rv  Panes  fo—k.  " "  ”  a  ..s  reiero  to 


' 


. 

' 


_ 


_ 


_ 


- 


- 


^rumf  i°ld  Family  Letters 
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1C1. 


Sat  .Tune  23rd  1277 


Thi.s  dnv  mailed  a  lett  er  to  von  at  2  Cclock  P.I*.  4  P.F.  rained 

fast  for  four  hours  Sundav  24th  clear  T'ondav  25th  6  A. IT.  very 

heavy  rain  had  to  breakfast  hv  lamplight  th°  bottom  v;  ill  overflow 
c anr.ot  ford  nov  nor  for  a  veek  past  .  Tt  rainy  more  this  season  taan 
t  ever  knew  Tf  v  p  live  through  three  seasons  of  wet  and  one  of 
the-  -ed  with  'Toppers  and  not  Fret  in  debt  and  pay  taxes  we  will  do 
well  Pharaoh's  P  la  true  are  working  on  the  com  some  but  the  "eeds* 
are  plenty  an'3  they  are  bring  use'3  up  for  food  Cauliflower,  Cabbage, 
Peets,  Peopers,  ^eans  ,  radishes  and  Lettuce  disappear  before  them 
mhoV  are  oat ’rg  our  Potato's  some,  all  vines  suffer.  3 one  f teldpAf 
wheat  are  str loped  to  bare  ^oles  Rain  held  up  a  little  at  9  00 
though  not  clear  Fish  f~r  this  day  cannot  do  any  thing  else 
100  the  result  20  lbs  infill. 

Clark  Sun.  Rad  a  verv  nice  set  of  Timothy  grass  ^Torth  of  vonr 

field  an'3  not  a  blade  left  is  now  in  com  and  be  in?  skinned  the 

r  +"‘ 


^ o t torri  has  m  11  lions 
+  h in g  and  drown  the 
Fills  and  mvself  set  the  hooper  trap  in  the  garden  and  drove  the 
varmints.  into  -he  Fait  which  is  kerosene  floating  on  water  which 


hem  dont  think  an  overflow  will  be  a  good 
because  they  are  excellent  swimmers  I'rs  Mary 


Vyhon  they  .iump  into  they  yield  up  the  ghost  though 


out  yet  they  are  done  for 
s  riapA.  do°s  the  i ob  for  them 


Lve  leached  from  ashes 


tney  may  jump 
as  is  used  for 


the 


same 


T  * 


am/  has  a  new  way  of 


keen  in~ 


the  Topper*  from  eating  vegetables  by  a  very  little  kerosene  on  them 
which  kills  them (the  vegetables)  Tu  an  article  in  the  Chief  of 

the  14th  Inst  save  the  Toppers  are  reasons  pq  now  suppose  the 
editor  (who  will  weigh  200  lbs)  should  jump  into  kerosene  and  then 
out  again  and  a  trap  of  proportionate  size  be  dr  awn  over  him  vould 
he  be  blind  I  think  likely 
Saturdav  Tube  ?Gth . 

Friday  we  had  a  fine  rain  accompanied  with  intense  1  ighn  log  and 
terrible  thonderpnd  a  strong  wind  Sunday  evening  ”e  are  having  a 
blessed  shower  at  this  time  Thornburg  has  bought  a  lot  of  old 
hardware  in  par+n ersh ip  with  his  son  in-lav  he  has  been  living  at 
Ferlham  2  years  duly  30th  this  month  has  been  some  more  wet 


than  usual 


Aug  15th  a  verv  heavy  rain  the  creek  has 


a  no 


Is  high  extending  fro"  my  field  to  rrours  possible  only  by  boat 
Sept  1st  reav-r  again  passable  15th  again  raining  heavy  at  F  .1: . 
"ou  have  hope'3  for  com  enough  to  pay  your  taxes  five  days  is  all 
the  t  ’me  that  could  have  been  employed  to  plant  and  attend  a  crop 


this  season  without  rather  Tore 


ap  r-* 

i  iC  K  l  4 


coy. 


face  though  if 


or 


T  could  have  planted  and  tended  it  would  have  yealed  perhaps 
0  0  *•  perhpas  n0  bushels  pr  acre  30  bushels  is  not  extravagent 
it  this  season  as  other  corn  has  grown  Stanton  has  -it  nearly 
plowed  for  another  season  had  it  been  out  in  oats  it  would  have 
raised  about  2  COOS?  bushels  Wheat  this  season  is  good  here  T 
fi  $  nr  one  man  that  raised  ?0  bushels  nr  acre  had  onlv  60  acres 

Several  ha' re  raised  4Q  t  commence  to  write  this  for  myself  but 

by  taking  offfii  page  finish  for  you  Yon  can  seejey  my  letter  this 

-  nd  the  Chief*  how  the  season  has  been  here  dark  -e-  lightening  and 
rainnv  Jane  is  mad  because  Stanton  has  taken  that  field  so  I 

hear  that  is  nothing  vou  know  mo'1'  Filmore  told  me  that 
m  a  11m an  Urumfield  has  moved  to  ^oone  County  Ta.  All 
t  nove  veen  some  unfortunate  this  summer  with  some  broken 


nave 


■ell  as  usual 
bones 


hand  bone  of  the  little 
a  Oreen  -nocker 


finger  and  a 


rib 


not  sound  yet  and  am  not 


'•"ours 


"tils 


4 


w  ■ 


*  . 
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1£5. 

Dear  brother 


Perry  Towa  Aug  19"  1277. 


.  v;e  receiver!  yours  of  the  29th  nit  v:e  are  all  well 
hope  von  are  the  same  ;Ve  have  been  plowing  some  on  your  land  hut  ‘t 
is  so  dry  that  v.e  v  ere  obligedjto  qnitknd  wait  for  rain  v/e  have  to 
harrow  the  weeds  down  before  we  can  plow  it  at  all  successfully 
plowed  4  days  with  7  teams  Plowed  10  or  12  Acres  T  suppose 
you  knew  that  it  was  lying  idle  this  reason  r  had  some  notion 

rnjlast  spring  v.hsn  T  seen  that  Joe  was  not 


you 

t  ry  in 
going  to 


v  e 
that 
of 


out  scrT'°  of  it 

but  +he  f,,itvre  ‘looked  a  little  dark  on  account  of  the 
grass  hoppers  and  the  creek  was  up  some  about  the  time  T  should  have 
been  at  work  at  it  so  between  the  two  T  give  it  up  Tne  creek  is 
fordable  lots  places  when  it  is  fordable  v.e  crofc  It  onk  str-i£np 
line  between  here  and  vour  field  if  T  tend  your  ground  next*  year  ^  " 

+  ve  creek  shall  not  h'nder  me  Hiram  could  nave  put  in  some  of  yon 
ground  last  spring  but  he  dont  always  do  as  Joe  wants  him  to  and 
visa  versa  T  am  willing  to  give  it  up  any  time  von  sell  and  I  am 
paid  fop  my  plowing  and  of  cours  T  don't  care  which  party  pays  it 
it  is  worth  9  P5.CC  pr  acre  or  perhaps  more  Pinkney  Pat  a  is  said 
t  o  me  +he  other  day  that  it  v:o”ld  he  hard  to  tell  .just  what  it  is 
worth  a  farm  a  good  one  of  160  A  70  improved  sold  ihx  a  few 
days  amo  for  920 . CO  an  acre  -nd  the  purchaser  builds  the  man 
a  91600  house  (worth  9  1  000)  as  part  pay  the  only  farm  (except  one) 
that  has  sold  close  around  here  this  summer  the  otheiione  traded 
at  about  935.00  per  A  for  town  property  Tt  seems  like  now  is  about 
as  poor  a  time  as  you  could  offer  your  land  for  sale  tut  if  you 
will  sell  t  would  advis®  you  to  advertise  it  in  the  Perry  Chief 
Something  like  this  fashion  A  farm  for  sale  with  50  X  of  good 

t  inter  .joining  .  it  might  be  if  some  Hoosier  or  buckeye 

immigrants  cam®  in  here  this  fall  and  see  it  in  the  paper  they  would 
think  it  would  dust  suit  then  an  Tova  farmer  would  .just  as  leave 
h?ve  no  t'mber  there  is  one  man  in  Ferry  that  speculates  in  land 
pome  T  will  try  to  ret  him  to  make  an  offer  on  yours  next  time  T 


see  n  im 


Sorrv  to  say 


a: 


not  able  to 


9pp. 60  worth  of  carpenter  work  this  summer 
we  had  164  bushels  ’  heat  to  A  49  of  oats 


:uv  it  haven t  done 
no^/a)  to  do  now 


*  +  C 


ours  trulv 


166. 


•Vheat  i? 

■  runf ield 
August  11-1 


over 
75  cts  o^ts 


rl 


Dear  brother  T  wrote  you  a  card  two  weeks  ago  but  have  received 

n pi  answer  .  t  thought  at  tne  time  that  we  could  have  threshed  our 
whefct  bv  this  time  but  owing  to  rainy  weather  we  have  postponed 
threshing  for  two  or  three  weeks.  TYe  finished  stacking  yesterday. 

V. hat  do  you  want  dona  with  your  share  If  you  want  to  hold  it  t 
have  granary  room  for  it  the  weather  has  been  so  unsettled  here 
that  we  dont  know  what,  vheat  is  going  to  be  worth  I  think  they 
have  boon  pay  ins-  *75  c+p  pert  of  the  time  You  are  in  debt  to  me 

for  building  fence  92°. 00  t  would  like  to  have  it  or  most  of  it 

T<ov;e  you  threafor  four  dollars  for  wood  that 
muled  yet  ’Ve  v  ill  make  some  hay  on  vour  l®nd  c 
mn®  tv  0  or  three  days  work  cutting  grubs  off  it  last  suriiTO  an* 

T  think  it  v.*  ill  be  worth  t>  hov  to  make  it  the  first  year  but  after 
th®t  von  ought  to  have  one  third  r  vUl  tr/  t get  somebody  to  mow 

v  hat  '  ^Ht  v  :nt  so  as  to  have  it  all  cut  over  voice  win  kill  thee 
roods  and  make  it  better  for  next  vear  Henry  Trotter  savs  it  v 

no  use  ta«cl  mg  tr®d®  vita  you  if  on  ®v®n  trad® 


soon  as  ve  thresh 
a"  cut  and  havent  i 


v  o 


e  received  s  a' 'ncheoter  nan®’  voqt®'rid®'r 


the  best  vou 11  do 

g  x  7 _  _  _  _  _  ’  1  -* 


s  ’  1  to  rise  d  ®  rt v 


i'.aj'v  end  oyr ell" 


i® re  but  it  was  impossible  (almost) 


-  - 

V*  *v  1  j n 


god. re ®d  the  account  of  vrrur 
sots,  nave  1  ixed  to  nave'  been 


- 

.. 


Prumfield  F^Uv  L.ett®rs 


103. 


l£f_Cont.  t  suppose  you  vant  mte  to  t®nd  yonr  ground  next  year 

ond  on  that  ground  v;e  will  go  to  plowing  as  soon  as  v  e  get  through 
Flakin'*  hay.  Perhaps  considering  that  you  clont  take  the  Chief  anv  " 
nor®  von  haven  hoard  that  we  have  a  baby  at  out  house.  Tt  *  ?  s  girl 
blue  ever-  and  red  hair  about  two  months  old  .  rf  Vou  vant  +h®  Ca 

Chief  a  v®ar  again  t  will  tell  aim  to  s^nd  ?t.  to  vou  and  make  vou 
pa-^  h'~  in  wood  n^xt  v; inter  'V  .TPgc  1  tvo  TTonoas.  Com 


vr  ill  be  a  bit*  croo  h°ro  if  nothin"  happens  Lh®at 


a  ver/  poor 


Our  wheat  is 


c rop  oats  not  very  pood  fell  down  a  good  deal 
best  -  know  of  here 

Vours  truly  S.  J.  -rumfi.eld . 


(  NoteT  mh  is  letter ( the  original)  v.as  sent  to  Gertrude (Prumf  ield ) 
Anthony  1-1-1C3?  because  it  contained  the  notice  of  h®r  birth 
by  her  father.) 


1C?. 


Winchester  Randolph  Co  Did 
Strother  -mmfield  Winchester 


Dec 


3-20  A 


23  IS 78. 
ind  iana  Dec2d- 
187^ 

started  to  Lancaster  Ohio  A  hour  late  ticket  to 
Columbus  83. AC.  arrive  at  Springfield  at  12  AJL  stay  till  °-b 

P.  ?.  nice  sleighing  cold  and  clear  (now)  arrived  at  Columbus 
at  dusk  went  9  n-pc  south  to  the  d.V.  Depo  started  to  Lancaster 
fare  25  cts  6-55  ?.!\  arrived  at  Lancaster  8-30  P.K.  staved  at 
hotel  close ^to  Depoflodging  and  breakfast  50  cts,  Dec.  25th  started 
on  foot  to  "hole  Andrew  ’Punters  p^.^t  wav  across  the  f?eid  v.”*nd 
cit  me  c-  en  n® ? r ly  iYoze  wnen  T  <*p+  to  orioles  found  them  v;el.l 
thev  did  not  know  me  '  T  remembered  ’holes  voire"  as  soon  as  h®  c-poke 

Aunt  ‘Tannah  T  look®’’  .at  h®r  though  - - - - - 

Saturday  snowed  some  at  night  Varv  cold  Aunt  Rannah  went 
wi  +  h  me  to  Aunt  b che r,  Vmr,  ~^^hol  r;w 

a_— £  c  ■  -■ 1  \  i  k-~— D  t.  ro  t.  ue-t — e-e — umob )  at  nig  it  went  t°  v;?ii  i'\n 

’Tnnt--rs  stayed  mi  n  igbt  Snoe  *n«?  vent  to  Asbury  Chappie  'then  * 

0  *  0f?i  ^chwartz  then  to  County  Asylum  looked  through  that  135 
inmates  ~ot  _TacL  P'n  went  to  dames  hunters  staved  all  night 
Dec  asotn  t.ns  lorrur  vant  to  Aunt  Rachels.  This  afternoon  went 
?  ^tate  farm  co-  back  and  th  ’.s  evening  at  Aunt  Rachels  Quite  a 
lively  time  girls  vary  lively  Lewis  hunter  and  -ell  was  her® 
ive  Lewis  S  *£.  2.50  to  get  me  some  Tion iny (iJote:  this  Aunt  Rach®l 
-not  have  been  RochelCPeters)  Prumfield,  v/ife  of  Lillian  Ta liman  ' 

•  runf^iri  hill-  all^an  died  in  1°7?,  which  explains  why  Strothe 
re.ers  to  Aunt  .loch el  rath°r  than  7Tncle  Lillian) 

■Oec,  31st  start  at  P-37  A.".  for  Circlesville  fare  €5  cts 


h 


morning  more  pleasant 


(  pte  pr  3  has  hc-n  »lsplaced)  Tt  is  copied  here  and  its  proper  location 
ineica+ed.  )  1  u 

f  .  #  3.  she  seemed  vara'  buisv  about  her  work  Aft®r  8  I^ot> 

sDs,.t"  t-’v5nl  T  snppose  von  do  not  know  -re  'they 
*- ,  r  no  -n°v  ^  L  ^Tit  -<nov  ie  ses  T  von  look  like  Annt  '-r^nnah  then 
-ofvDpth  ra,V?' d  p, eased  several  tl.es  before 'she  vnessedLe 
od^>  c,;th  ««nt  to  torn  with  Lewis  (Hunter)  caji.1v  for  children  ?0  c-ts 
in  Afternoon  rvb%  rith  I.eris  to  "ncle  "ncle  Tot.L  they  „oP'L  tir 

t  h  «V  war®  v;pl  1  Qrnwoi  1  NjoU,  -».>,•  ~ ,  ■  v-''/  JJ-.  e 

Lidl/'ihe  |p  ^Qor-  VaKnda  ^ 

&rjo-in-  a  no  blowing  this  rnomin££ 

Amandas  Stoutsville  CircTovilb  tn  r +  ™  •  , 

V/  uti'.v  u.e  mo  r,  LUgston  n  1  s  worn  mg  vent 


— 


:  ' 


■ 
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167  Cr>nt . 


\ 


■  iA 

’-nPV,:v , 


V 

/* 

*  n 

r\v 

A 


/  A 


to  the  old  -rick  "ill  vert  in  seerijthe  old  wheel  all  ^orn  down 
■\e  ars  aero  Old  horse  tore  down  sonic  of  the  logs  there,  also  somof> 
of  old  chimney  there  .  looked  natural.  (Note  Strother  is  talkin'7,  b 
here  of  the  place  where  they  lived  near  Kingston  Ross  County  Ohio, 
before  thpv  moved  to  Nndiaun  in  1036)  (it  possible  that  Jesse 
^rumfield  built  part  of  the  old  trick  T '  ill)  ’Vent  back  to  -lack 
Sulpher  Springe  then  to  s°e  Jacob  Fortner  Nad  a  vary  pleasant 
tine  vita  hxx  then  .  then  returned  to  Kingston  in  the  evening 
q^ite  o]  easant  a  11' tie  snow  after  night  turned  cold  by  norn-ui-Y  s] 
mhursdav  2nd  Cold  wind  in  the  yjy.  rot  colder  and  windy.  w^nWyV  f 

to  Ch  i  lldcotha  t-odav  and  6  n  iles  NJ.V,  of  there  to  Hr  Levi  Ogdens  (H8^  vV 
^nd  back  through  CMllicotha  and  to  Kingston  tonight  and  vary  cold  w 
paid  Toll  to  Chillcotha  30  cts  the  other  side  of  Chilicotha  Toll  5  cts 
lost  5  cts  give  a^av  5  cts 

Jan  3rd  started  for  Columbus  at  3-15  cold  Y~'  D  arrive  at  Columbus 
at  10  \.V.  vent  and  (visited)  T.C.  Cilrnore  Brumfield)  Nilmores" 
son.  is  about  2d  years  old  he  sent  me  to  caroot  house  and  T  "'-ought 
ly  Yards  of  carpet  7.50  45  prints  2  03  vary  cold  not  vet\v;av 

till  5-30  TToon  sun  coning  out  sorle 

(The  folio  wing  addresses  are  appended) 

Lr  Jacob  Light  Washington  Ohio,  On  Court  St  ooposite  Court  House 
(Husband  of  Pheobe  ^oilman,  1st  cousin  to  Strother  -.) 

T-  C.  Cilmore  --  Fnglish  Filler  and  Co  95  N.  Nigh 


Cngl  ish 


St 


iller  Creep  Jo  ice  95  N.  Nigh 


St 


Columbus 


~  w  J  r  w  i.  J  .  •  *,  JL  »  ,  I  1  i;  t  i  L1  JL  '  i  1 1  U>  1  w  j 

(See  letters  "os  °  and  10  from  "mmfield  Cilmore  to  Strother  9 


T.V.  Kern 


Washington  Court  Nouse 


16/ 


Kingston  Ohio,  Aug  25th  1973 


Wear  Cousin  You  will  see  bv  t  ie  heading  of  this  that  T  am  at  homo, 
this  *.s  +he  first  t7>e  for  over  a  months  T  came  yesterday  and  v  ?  11 
ro  home  tomorrow  "/e  have  all  been  sick  since  La  came  home  but 
better,  my  babv  stNl  has  1  i+  tie.  brashes  and  will  be  apt  to  until  fa 
t ao  weather  gets  cooler  .  HotheWis  well  and  weaving  she  did  t-ke 


t  "me  to  go  over  to  see  me  last  frlday 


week  ago  T  was 


LCk 


thfar 


has  the  ^euraliga  in  his  face  real  bad  but  he  .just  cw  inTith"  i.evi 

rom  the  depoijaod  called  for  his  suoner.  "°amums  ehov'  is  c om i n ■? 

through  and  they  are  ro -'ng  to  see  it  Well  von  havp  no  idea  how'  mubh 

T  v'011^  have  liken  to  ’vent  with  T’a  to  see  von  if  my  l?  +  tl«  bov  could 
stay  with  anyone  else  but  ne  t  raight  think  of  go<ni  but  r  cant  1^^ 
ai  impf  a  night  he  has  teen  real  sick,  and  has  fell  away  so  much  tu- 

7  s  still  a  load  for  me  +  o  lift.  T  to  Ink  It  did  Fa  good  to  "o  to 

see  you  rov  T  would  love  to  see  my  old  Aunty  .  Course  '  a  to^  * 

all.  about  me^  v;h  ile  she  was  there  and  t  can  truly  say  if  r  was 

torn*  m  it  and  knew  v  nat  'r  knov:  T  would  not  marry  the  best  man  rJW 

world .  T  can  see  now  where  t  could  be  so  much  help  to  my  parents .'  Of 

course  T  ^o  rnat  T  can  .  ’.7e  had  such  an  abundance  of  cherries  a^d 

b  lackterr  les  and  have  plenty  of  alums  and  reaches  but  not~S(T 

n-nv  an  :1ns.  T  hove  six  turkeys  and  right  smart  of  chickens  'Veil 


J  V-  -  1 


Ingle 


most  forgot  to  thank  von  for  those  pieces 


T  -f 


toon  sick  J  might  have  sent  you  some. 


my  ch  lldr 


en  had  not 


rr 


T  had  hardly  time  to  eat 


when  "she  '"os  ther«  Che  told  ne  to  tell  von  that  pa  had  better  went 
V:  1th  h«r,  for  he  had  CCC  taken  out  gf  the  house  while  he  was  gon® 
n  pv pr  got  o-r>y  clue  to  "t. 

+ /n  4"  rs  *1-  rs  rr*K»or-\ln  V> 

?he  not  to  the  Pwoot  sere  “here  was  no  one  to 


Che  got  the  wrong  ticket  at  }7n  ion  and 
had  to  telegraph  >ock  "or  her  money,  and  had  to  get  another  ticket 


at  Navton,  thpn  when 

meet  her.  so  she  walked  apross 
ch-ered  her  vnen  she  got  xxxx 


cv 

here 


h  q  v*  f 


n 


fd*elf  .  ,she  said  all  the  neighbor 
Ine  said  she  never  spent 


.... 


~ 
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t  Let  much  money  in  her  life  that  done  tier  as  much  good  and  she  does 
not  begrudge  one  cent  of  it  She  often  wished  s  ie  v.as  close  to  yon 
so  she  con  Id  get  a  bucket  of  milk.  Sister  Katie  took  her  picture  *&- 
v  * th  h^r.  Tf  t  was  able  T  would  get  yon  one  of  nine  hnt  T  have  none 
at  all  Levi  brother  v.mild  have  the  last  one  we  had  ,  he  lives 

at  "arret t  Tnd.  is  an  engineer  on  the  railroad.  hell  - I  have 

Vv  r  t  +  en  all 

P.S.  "ince  we  commenced  this  let+er  yonr  TT*’cle  has  taken  very  sick. 

t  have  tine  to - this  evening  'Tope  yon  all  will  excuse  pencil 

writing  this  time  and  hope  yon  will  answer  soon  as  T  wrote  to  yon 
before  we  went  av»nv  and  never  got  an  answer  he  all  send  our  love  6 
to  von  all  and  Fa  sends  hers  especially  to  yon  and  all  the  rest 
As  ever  vct  logins’  cons  in  Lib  Ogden. 

Direct  to  Drev;(?)  Ross  County  Ohio. 


(  Note: 
Sarrett . 
m .  Jesse 


10? . 


Lit  (Carrett)  Ogden '5  mother  Ann  Longrear  married  Amos 
Ann  was  a  half  sister  to  Sarah  (Davis)  Brumfield  v;  ho 
-rumf?eld..  )  RC7" 


Dun  PC,  V/ilson  Co  Kansas. 


( 


T  received  you r s 


of  the  01  yesterday  glad  to  hear 


Dear  brother 

from  yon  all.  as  to  the  farm  "  have  concluded  to  hold  from  rent  in 
rt  f o-r'  2  or  three  weeks  are  they  going  to  thrash  flax  oats 
and  wh» at  all  tog-other  would  be  b^-st  for  my  Dart  of  all  to  be 

Poled  if  thev  have  clover  seed  coming  on  '  they  have  cut  so^  fth 
iff  should  move  back  T  should  want  my  part  of  the  hay  and  seed  c-n 
yon  can  be  mute  about  that  at  ore  as  ant  I  left  considerable  hav 
and  fodder  inborn  they  should  cut  uo  for  me  considerable  fodder 
for  my  stock  whether  they  get  the  place  or  not  tell  rikesell  he 
need  not  ”'®it  for  wy  farm  if  he  gets  a  gmd  chance  to  rent  a  farm 
eust  Ditch  vn  os  to  crops  failing  in  Kansas  iust  what  ha«  come 
under  my  observation  this  year  and  last  t  think  will  average' v  i  to  ' 
Ranoolph  ..hat  is  m  tilson  Co.  but  Deonle  have  no  corn  or  whmt 

OUL  whnre  John  is  T  like.'7’  what  you  said  to  mikesell  about  the 

apples  if  von  could  get  my  part  of  the  peaches  too  -nd  ‘f  r 

?™e  bckJhts  f?\1  V  vo,;  co., 1-1  mke  wWenents  to  s®el  ny  fjJ 

horn  ,.o  town  ou~ht  swe  a  liitl®  sonet  Tin?  for  n®  th®re  >s  ’  ' 

8  swan  like  xxxtwzvtf*  rad  winter  apple  caied  the  .Tcmthan'  is* 
one  ox  the  host  eef.n?  apples  then  the  cost  of  the  other  vonn?  te 
trees  of  winter  apples  ore  white  end  HhodUand  pipens  tut  there  is 
1  1-iCk  apples  Suita  sider  Northern  Spy  and  severs]  other  kinds 
yes  was  to  have  half  and  they  were  to  market  my  half  in  good 

r4ClV?  ?  ?r  V^f°r  hanlln?  Sa'ne  as  ^ain  ‘as  to  the  com 
W..t  tnev  have  soleo  t  cent  know  how  yov  will  work  to  find  our 
abou.t  that  maybe  they  only  sole^  part  of  it  and  fed  the  rest  oc 
thoy  wroat  -a  that  they  commenced  hauling  off  but  was  so'nuddy  that 

;  1  .  ^  t  1  ■  1x1  at  Tsaac  Tnornburg  xxx  you  can  see  our 

article  an  sens  tnx  me  the  name  of  security  and  l  can  send  them  a 
cam  t-iat  things  do  not  look  onite  as  hrite  as  they  should 
1  iKelv  tnev  v/oul-  say  somethin  to  the  boys  that  would  cause  them 


Ps  ^  calvs  straying  away  no  pasture  arf  taking  va§0 
mn^ays  to  -  ».nd  them  an^  encuir  in~  of  eu«^/bodr»y  mu^t  h*ve  ■ ~ 
-erv  lame  pasture  r  d~  not  think  my  catVL*  pV-r  1- fV  in'  such" -  ~ ' 
pasture  meii  the  renters  T  Shall(?)  pr0m  (Jesse  'bm: 

T*a  p.  i  crn  n t.n-rp 

m ne  date  ~f  this  letter  is  probably  in  late  summer 


'^ield ) 


1  e+ter  No  ICC:.} 


of  IS 7? .  Dee 


"'am  and  \mV(Fesses  Daughters  write  around  the  edges,  as  fol 


1  ow; 


. 


-  •  'v  . 

' 
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'"ell  -'ollie  xxnSxSExnxw  t  suppose - (edges  torn  away  )  Tve 

b  een  patch  ing  this?  forenoon  and  intend  to  go  visiting  after  dinner 
if  it  dont  rain.  T'y  love  to  all  Amy. 

T  think  vour  dress  is/re al  nice  especially  tin  flowered  one 

( edr^s  torn  --  rec  vour  letter  last  Sat  ve  will  anjfsoon  that 

is  if  have  time  wasRlad  to  hear  from -  Phebe  received  a 

letter  fro'-T'amie  - liny  d°v  before  yesterday  pap  talked  some 

-  coin?  tack  this  fall  bnt  finally  conclude'*  not  to  go  tut  after 
r -  ad *ng  uncles  letter  last  nkght  put  h im  in  notion  that  v;e  had 
tetter  to  there  tut  '’other  dont  want  to  go  till  next  fall  dont 
know  what  he  will  do  yet  ! 'ollie. 
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Perry 


Feb  14th  1772 . 


Fear  brother  the  present  finds  us  in  reasonable  health  hoping 
you  are  enjoying  the  Same  the  man  that  was  a  going  to  take  that 
t  ‘rnbor  was  here  today  he  says  he  cannot  raise  the  Toney  he  had 
the  promise  of  it  from  his  folks  in  Fesmoins  tut  he  had  written  to 
them  that  he  didnt  expect  that  he  would  need  it  so  they  loaned  it 
to/  oth«r  parties  he  says  he  will  take  it  yet  sometkre  in  the  future 
if  he  Can  raise  the  money  his  name  is  h’illian  Russel  You  saw- 
in  the  Chief  that  his  brother  died  in  Desnoins  a  short  time  ago 
perhaps  it  is  just  as  well  for  you  to  keep  it  it  is  what  T  would 
call  very  heavy  timber  for  this  part  of  the  Country  tut  mostly  elm 
and  maple  there  is  about  6  or  ?  oak  b  locufet  and  12  or  15 
walnut  the  walnut  would  perhaps  make  5  0C0  ft  of  lumber  it  is 


worth  from  m2 


g  . 


3  here 


thev 


charge  6i  cts  ror  sawing 
if  there  was  a  mill  close  to  your 
we  have  worked  up  most  of  the 


th< 


closest  mill  on  the  coon  river 
t imber  it  would  be  more  valuable 


r>  n'm  timber, 
f  t  of  lumber 


r>ede  about  3CC  ft  v;e  also 


that  walnut  that  laid  over  the  creek  made  our  4C0 
another  one  that  laid  dov’n  for  a  number  of  years 


a  fev.  elm  and  some  small  linn  logs 


enough  to  make  5  CCQ  ft  of  lumber  off’  mine  and 
my  intention  is  to  build  a  house  16  x  26 


v  e  have  hauled 
yours  together 

1  -g  story  the  wav  v:e  are  liv’om  now  we  are  crammed  for  room 
v  e  have  cut  about  10  Cford)  of  wood  off  yours  cant  sell  it  very 
ready  at  32.50  ner  C  in  trade  Charlev  Armstrong  is  with  us  thi; 

winter  and  will  be  through  the  summer  at  315. CO  ps?r  month  The 
men  that  bought-  that  corner  of  timber  have  taken  nearly  everything 
o 


-p' 


lTL. 


Yours  truly  , 

S (ton ton )  J 


Jmmfield . 
xxnxxixt\-155?2 . 


171. 


one  1st  1879  Flight,  Livingston  Co.  Til., 


Yrs  Runter, 
Although  T 
reouest  thr 
(*Tr\ t. e  dont 


Fear  i'a^am: 
i  en  ent  "re  strangei 
Yn  the  kindness 

innie  mouse. 


r  addressivou  a  few  1  ines  by 
of  !'rs  :r  innie  T^use  of  Lancaster.  Ohio 


mow  Yrs 


mermens  coarc c 


ith 


trie 


ent  Limht  fnr'> il'r  as-  one  of  their  daughters  named  !'  nr  ie) 


RCT- 


f'r'r)rry.  v,"iorr>. 


'pp  a 


common  ic~ 1  ion 


v on  v ished  us  to  give  you  what  information 


.  w  K-lCT. 


'o 


I  "4-  t 

o 


4  V 


4- 


c  in  Id 


c onc^rn cnr 


v our  realtivos  in  this  part  of  th°  country  which  "r  v  ill  proceed 
po  r*Q  -  to  begin  would  say  that  we  lived  about  tv o  miles  from 
p,  a^uel  u-p^rrit1  f  q  id  for  about  16  vears  during  v  oich  time  t  ley 
f recu ent ] v  visited  us  ard  ve  them  when  ve  commenced  visiting 
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103. 


■  -'i r  1 ' f*opi  y  Fr)! 


so  von  s-'e  toot  we  neve  v,  u-^pt 
\  h  i.ch  Is  cons  idernble  of  t rootle 
f  “r  3  -■  had 
end  "r  ton •'vVi 
«nv  arrangement  s  to 
uncommon 
on 

So 

eor>n  p+.^od  ^n 

-<  4-1 


oo  take  onr  stock  to  the  ravines  vet 


w?  V*  »  _  _  _  _  .  _ 

v  ell  T  bought 


,  -  ~  cows  one 

El  coll  v/itn  ner  one  ta*t  hoc  no  coif  for  ?7  dollars 

plow  If  cnt  for  720  T  nave  notmarle" 
nso  that  money  r  left  with  yon  Tt  has  been  so 

nd  bn  ild.  ing 


/  'h  J  i  ''liJb'b  'ly.ji.  p  J ;  1  ir  r*  t  1 : : r  1 1 1  *?  V  JL  1  U  "  L  0.1  V  JU  \  L  J 1  io  L  *7  *z  it 

sommon  rlr\r  that  "  did  not  feel  like  token  homestead  and  bn  '.Id  L 
it  os  y°t  alth^nmh  T  think  xh at  there  i.s  no  disconnt  on  the 
n  t  1  iv0  it  Tnch  ''ot*pr*  than  v-h^n  here  last  v^ar  -ifyhat  1  itt 
4  Pt-od'  ^  old  ^o-nd  looks  nr-tty  veil  over  n^e  hidh 


le 


oe  l?.~es  .  onr  horses  do  nretty  veil  on  grass  con 
-  lt  ^  ravines  grass  still  drv  has  little  to (drv) 
weather  -‘s  cans  ing  a  great  many  to  leave  t 

a  man  fixing  to  leave 
and  pools of  watter  he  er 


stretch  ins 
re4"  plenty 
for  wheat 

v  as  ahont  7  miles  t^  the  north  v/est  fonnd 

ho->s»  plenty  an*  nice  springs  ond  pool.-,-,,.  op  sro-r 

c  to  ov.a  novo  oeen  talking  of  looking  ont  another  situation 

2Jo  signature (Jesse  ^mmfield) 

Farginal  '’ote  fro-  3 'ary: 

.  ,  .  n  paP  has  written  a  si  id  t  guess  he  intended  for  me 

to  pnt  m  my  letter  but  he  hasnt  finished  it  r  slTn'u  in 

™0rior4lZr  "tV  aThtn~  the  T  evpUt  he  m.st 

someone  W  77,  ,  •/ fg?  72  777  rgg *»  saying  that 

he  have  777  *"  T  "e  had  it  and  horse 


Lancaster,  Ohio, 
FmmHeld,  Winchester,  hid., 


Ju  ly  23  1279. 


very  little 


)—  *  v  -  k.  j  i i h  v  . :  j  _• 

a  ’  ch  1  s  badly  n  °  d  e  e  v 

**  *v,  ,;i  -.a  ,.n~  for  more  todav  '—n*..+ 

v;  i  th  ns  ° - ^  n  ^ 


Off  .o 


pear  Cons.  Tt  has  b?°n  so^f-ce  since  T  r--ce»ved  ya,,r  kind 

'ylco-e  letter,  hot  have  been  too  bnsv  to  reply.  'for  vhich 
n  erlifrence  -  h-po  ym,  v  Ul  pardon  ~e.  •  e  nr  1  ,,,1  .  2„ 

f  772,7  :f:-  77  health,  had  r^d  crops  =o  f  7a7  "c  fff  f 

^  h^v  p~  some  very  hot  weather  and 

e  had  a  light  rain  last 

.  .  ,  is  a  reasonable  good  croo 

V„  ,,0  ,  „  r9lg  ,r«  pvtT^  mnd  T  think  the  onalitv  v.ill'b* 

.  0  .  -ora  .s  not  very  pronisin-j  on  acco-nt  of  the  hecko-^rd 

lon^r  ^0^rP:^^tr°^ht  V’hlc:'1  *  e  hope  v' 111  not  last  Fvich 
e  2a  t  a  --tner  were  up  to  -^cle  r:ihomas  hnn+erq  lrc.t 

Snbdav  ^cle  and  Annt  -ere  ^s  u-ell  as  nsnal  A-nt  .Hac^lsVa^lv 

mg  rmem  Whose  health  is  poor- 
rate  r  was  here  was  here-  on  3  on  day  {•? 
poor  this  summer  .  the  rest  of  the" 
know  'r  f  in  ishedharvest  ing  on  Satorcnv 
cr^,i  -4-  ,  +  ^  ~r  r  ,  -  ver7  ^fod^  lock  w it  i  all-  and  expect  a 

onp v  p!e7  '  '  t-hresh.  liotner  received  a  letter 

j.  /  .  one  i  jamnex  -ri',"_  ielcs  n=  [ghbors 


are  as  well  a 

s  usual 

exc  eo 

Clark  'Inter 

s  on  o  I 

-Tam  ps 

s a vs  his  fata 

ere  he a 

1th  *? 

f v ’ ends  are  v 

ell  as 

fa r  as 

t i°  19th  gov 

fi  all  v.’ 

e  had 

Fmk 


in  Ills  a  man  by  the  name 


o  f  f 

V  Ol 


to 
c  V 


r_  T 


t  — %_  i  - -  -  ■  <-*■>  rx  .van  L  v  iJ 

!  ol  ier  vents  to  Keep  toe  letter  so  she  ^eJ  -ip  +0  p-,v  it 
rend  to  yon  vh>ch  -  lwe  done  nltionv:-,  '  '  ‘  ’ 

.v.  .  ’t  . -m  -0*1  cent  let  -:e  kno’+nf 

t  wnk  +h«  n-an  "r't^s  n  ron<.:v1#s  in4iaT)  0 J.  ,  J 
net  P—33  FiitK-  r  r:c,-;,f  "  1 9  ieu?r  ’-i 

it 


hope 
n  T 


n  a  non 
will  try  again 
xeiier  °nd  of  coorse  his  name 

which  accent  ^hanks  w  m  cnn^  p  ?r  ‘ von  a  ^orl  time  ago 
pardon  this  doo-  Intfor  nna"v.r;l?’1ea  3a?°r  23  hope  yon  will 

v  on  a  good  ]oMar  n«xt  +  -*-e  J  -  aorj  and  7  will  try  and  vr^t0 

-  remain  very  nspectfo ily  y01ir  Cons 


is. 

r 


I-,  mo  regards  + 


n. 


ill. 


(3ee  le 


T 

-i  • 


T  T i 


inter 
171  for  7 


Fnr.k  missle) 


Jr". 


^rum  field  "^an  fly  Letters 


1C£. 


ipL 


l^reedonia,  hilson  Co,  Kansas 
^Tov.  11th  -  1879 . 


■Hear  brother 


’■  e  receiver!  vour  letter  of  the  2nd 


of 


t.5, 


'OUth 

v  epterdav  glad  to  hear  of  *  your  health  and  prosperity  as  to 
vc  ’;r  adv  ic «  in  4  he  letter  likely  it  v:^”]d  he  good  cannot  se° 

”  ‘nd 


what  the  future  will  "bee  but  T  do  not  feel  like  taken  that 
of  advice  tost  nov  T  just  bargained  for  a  7  of  land  5  miles  t 


s noth  east 


of 


‘re'-1  on  la 


- nous 


- and  Pharv? - the 


tine 


G'ohool  T  ha'-e  lost  writer  to  fob  hinshaw  to  send  the  money  he 
has  collected  if  voo  have  that  money  on  hand  T  left  with  yon 
yep  conld  s«nd  all  in  one  craft,  or  any  ether  way  if  hob  sends 

as  ~1n'ch  as  -  it  v: f.  1 1  be  all  T  n^ed  at  present  T  wrote 

to  -Tob  to  call  at  your  ho^se  ’-hen  he  roes  to  send  my  money 

so  yon  can  see  hr  with  ant  tronble  if  yon  are  not  at  home  yy.x 

ha  can  sen^  his  anyhow  the  t'ase  T  think,  that  Jot  was  to  see 
that  they  were  raved  and  the  renter  had  a  greeds  to  pay  that 
much  rent  money  r  wrote  to  yon  for  fear  had  been  forgotten  or 
n  evlecte^  my  renters  do  not  write  very  much  so  T  hardly  nov. 
how  things  are  there  T  rot  a  draft  fra-  then  calling  for 
C  99?  vh ich  thev  saye^  was  for  my  vh eat  ha,re  the  most  of  it  yet 

shol  have  to  o-o  to  bn  old  mg  von  can  write  give  directions  tee 

no  concern  in~  the  receipt  yon  rave  ne  for  the  money 
I  bong  at  my  land  of  agent  Moe  Lenens  being  agent  so  it  might  be 
such  a  thing  that  won  Id  fa 1  through  with  Land  in  these  parts 


ar4rerv  rockev  it  looks  bleck  and  rich  T  am  to  (oay?)  t  4.557 

.*m -a  - ... *-1-1-1 *  —  o  .  ^  ~ 

25  cts 

a  load  coal  0  or  ICcts  per  bnshel  hanl  coal  1 
wood  from  2  to  a  rails  5.00  per  hundred  a’l  r'-ad" 
s  owed  26 


acres 


wheat 


me  of  it  as  nice  ground  as  T  ever  seen 


w-od 

or  20  n  iles 
o  split 

in  ’-lodge  man  and  rented  ont  35  acres  more 


Jesse  ‘nmnfield. 


Y)i>. 


TTov.  2^th  19^9. 


Poo-p  brother^  ^  this  is  to  inform  yon  t  at  I  wrote  to  yon  two 
weeks  ago  and  have  received  no  answer  as  vet  I  wrote"  to  •"’’a1" 
rj  in  show  .  a  t^t  h  e  same  time  have  not  heard'  from  him  T  have  made 
a  bsr.ga in  far  a  i  of  Ian"5  and  want  money  as  r  have  promised  to 


n  oy  q]  i  riovn  for  i.t  a  Is  o  am  bn  1  Id  ; nr 
pond  it  by  draft  register'd  le+  +  or 


nouse 
though- 


(° 
-t-V 


;  you 


or  vo u  and 


e  r 


to  send  von r  monev  +0 gather 


Hot 


+  o  von  in  this  letter*  vo  have  nice  weather  ra'*n  so 
enough  for  wheat 


it  would  do 
send  your  receipt 


:v  o  ago 


direct  te  T<1redo,n  la 


no  snow  yet  Cars  v/er  to  be 


ny  H  c  *c 


v,  ^ 


ilson  Co,  Kansas 


reoonva  yes ter 


<0  give  r^om  upstairs 


x  22  2  story  s o  as 
Jesse  rrumf ield 

'rovh^  /just  receive^  o  draft  from  mob  hinshaw  shal  not  need  thine 
pt  prepont.  sa  t  teak  4he(e)  out  of  letter  (rece  ipt )  as  you  will  se< 


BRUMFIELD  Harriett 
BKUMF IELD  Jesse 
To 

Hinshaw,  Mahala  J. 


Letter  No  _ 

No  Date.  Copied  by  permission 

A.  John  Hinshaw. 


Dear  Children  I  har  e  taken  ray  pen  in  hand  this  morn  to  inform  you 
that  gmadmother  was  laid  away  yesterday  11  Oc  she  breathed  her 
last  on  6th  day  evening  about  half  past  four  oc.  thought  she  ted  her 
senses  till  the  last  but  couldent  only  utter  a  word  at  a  time  and 
two  or  three  days  before  could  only  say  two  or  three  words  at  a  time. 
She  seemed  to  be  happy  seemdd  to  be  praying  even  when  after  we  coild 
not  hear  what  she  said  only  see  her  lips  move  she  clasped  her  hands 
then  spread  them  upward  Sr  looked  upwards  not  more  than  5  or  10 
minutes  before  she  died  she  throw  her  hands  out  towards  us  when  we 
take  hold  of  them  she  press  bur  hands  once  she  drew  me  to  her  and 
kissed  mesaid  something  could  only  understand  home  and  beautiful 
tt  ?  we  ha d  to  have  our  ear  very  close  to  hear  at  all  Pap  nor 
Uncle  Strotner  neither  one  thre  when  she  died  think  she  looked 
tor  them  after  death  struck  her  if  any  one  moved  she  turn  ter 

Ham?  come  in  front  of  her  Some  one  asked  her  if 

b °  Fhe  ?ai<3  was  u  Jesse  We  wished  they  had  of  been 

sbe  been  Ion  so  long  S  wk  I  think  I  went  four  differ- 
the  hmf  j  Stayed  several  days  at  a  time  neededtwo  nearly  all 
the  time  to  wait  on  her  Aunt  Lib  came  two  weeks  ago  day  after  to- 
.  011  laat  6th  day  1  t°l<3  grandmother  that  Elijah's  had  a  tosy 
little  boy  she  looked  up  and  smiled  said  a  little  boy  I  been^ 

Ea+t  ln  the  bac*  Part  of  head  *  stiff  neck  last  wk  but 
little  better  now  dident  hender  me  from  work  though  Carie  had 

sick  head  acne  seventh  day  after  she  got  down  there  but  was  better 

wants  to^o^tn  t?te°  t0  wel1  y°1J  excuse  haste  for  Pap 

g0  *o  otUce  low  Johnie  must  be  careful  not  to  get  hurt 

so  often  write  soon  we  remain  your  unworthy  parent 

been  having  misty  weather  lately. 

Harriett  (Ellis)Brumf ield 

(Addition  by  Jesse  Brumfield) 

As  mother  writes  about  grandmother’s  death  T  will  say  a  few 
words  about  her  life  She  was  born  in  Shenandoah  Co  Verganie 
(Strassburg)  July  31  1801.  Her  maiden  name  was  Davis  She 
connected  herself  to  the  Christian  Church  when  she  was  ly  years  old 
^£er  ,in  -18f?  They  commenced  hold  ing  meetings  id  founded, 
ln  be  neighborhood  (Libert  in  Washington  Tp., 

Pr”' ,  9°  ;;lr  >  whxoh  £he  has  ever  been  a  member  for  70  years 

Precious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints. 

the  ground  tebe«nhJd1S  clmS+v  health  generally  good  no  snow  on 
the  grouno  been  rainy  for  the  last  few  days,  love  to  all  Pap. 

(Jesse  Brumfield.  ) 


* 


— 


